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Today’s Conversation

 The State of Medicaid and the 
Children’s Health Insurance 
Program (CHIP) Coverage
 Connecting Kids to Coverage 

National Campaign
 Campaign Materials and Other 

Resources



Children’s Health Insurance Rates, 2014

 Data from the Georgetown University 
Center for Children & Families 
(January 2016)
 Examines rates of change in coverage 

for children from 2013 to 2014
 The rate of uninsurance among children 

dropped to a historic low of 6% 
following implementation of the 
Affordable Care Act 
 Significant decreases in 25 states





Who are the Remaining Uninsured?

 Data from the Urban Institute (March 
2016)
 10% have incomes at or below 200% of the 

federal poverty level
 47% live in southern states
 67% of uninsured children are eligible 

for Medicaid or CHIP, compared with 
only 21% of uninsured adults



Connecting Kids to Coverage National Campaign

 A national outreach and enrollment initiative 
established in 2009 to find and enroll uninsured 
children and teens in Medicaid and CHIP.

 Lets families know who is eligible, what benefits 
children can get and how to apply for coverage.

 Engages trusted national and community 
partners.

 Creates, customizes and distributes a variety of 
outreach materials (print, video, digital).



Two Generation Approach
When parents are covered it’s 

more likely:
 Eligible children will get 

covered 
 Get the preventive care every 

child needs
When parents get enrolled, they: 
 improve their own health 
 protect the family’s financial 

security
 can get more engaged in 

child-focused activities 



Current Campaign Priorities

 Emphasizing year-round enrollment
 Underscoring that more parents—

and other family members—may 
qualify for Medicaid too
 Focusing on hard-to-reach 

populations
 Targeting Back-to-School as a key 

moment in time to enroll kids



Campaign ResourcesCampaign Resources



Campaign Resources
 Outreach Materials –

Customizable 
Posters/Palmcards, Videos, Tip 
Sheets

 Informational Webinars
 “Campaign Notes” eNewsletter
 Ready-Made Articles, Radio

Scripts
 Digital Media Tools
 TV & Radio PSAs (forthcoming)



Posters & Palmcards



Web Video on Year-Round Enrollment



Digital Media Tools

 Social Media 
Graphics & 
Guide
 Web Buttons 

& Banners
 Sample Posts
 #Enroll365



Medicaid Fact Sheets
 Helps Consumers Understand the Basics
 For Use In:
 States That Have Expanded Medicaid
 States That Have Not Yet Expanded Medicaid
 AI/AN Communities

 Find the Fact Sheets on Medicaid.gov
 http://www.medicaid.gov/AffordableCareAct/Me

dicaid-Moving-Forward-2014/Basics-for-
Consumers/Fact-Sheet-Basics-for-
Consumers.html 



Sample for States that Have Expanded Medicaid



Sample for States that Have Not Yet
Expanded Medicaid



Sample for Use in AI/AN Communities



Learn More and Get Involved
 Visit www.InsureKidsNow.gov
 Download Materials
 Request Customization 
 Watch Webinars and Outreach Videos

 Subscribe to “Campaign Notes” –
https://www.insurekidsnow.gov/newsletter/subscribe/i
ndex.html

 Follow @IKNGov and Re-tweet Messages – or Tag 
Posts with #Enroll365

 Email ConnectingKids@cms.hhs.gov to Share 
Success Stories, Ask Questions, Brainstorm Engagement 
Ideas

http://www.insurekidsnow.gov/
mailto:ConnectingKids@cms.hhs.gov


For More Information

Carol Backstrom
Director
Center for Medicaid and CHIP Services
Intergovernmental and External Affairs Group
carol.backstrom@cms.hhs.gov

Jessica Beauchemin
Health Insurance Specialist
Office of Communications
Division of Campaign Management
jessica.beauchemin@cms.hhs.gov

mailto:carol.backstrom@cms.hhs.gov
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