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April 29, 2015
[bookmark: _GoBack]We have removed the identification of an effective date for the draft changes to the corrected LTCH CARE Data Sets v3.00 because such a date has not yet been determined.
April 19, 2015
The Long-Term Care Hospital (LTCH) Continuity Assessment Record & Evaluation (CARE) Data Set, v3.00 draft item sets and change table can be found in the Downloads section below.
April 16, 2015
Section 3004(a) of the Affordable Care Act amended section 1886(m)(5) of the Act, requiring the Secretary to establish the Long-Term Care Hospital Quality Reporting Program (LTCH QRP). This program applies to all hospitals certified by Medicare as LTCHs.
Additionally, the Improving Medicare Post-Acute Care Transformation Act of 2014 (Pub. L. 113-185) (the IMPACT Act of 2014) amended the Act in ways that effect the LTCH QRP. Specifically, section 2(a) of the IMPACT Act of 2014 added section 1899B of the Act, and section 2(c)(3) of the IMPACT Act of 2014amended section 1886(m)(5) of the Act. Sections 1899B(c)(1) and (d)(1) of the Act direct the Secretary to specify measures that relate to at least five stated quality domains and three stated resource use and other measure domains. The IMPACT Act of 2014 also requires, to the extent possible, the submission of such quality measure data through the use of a Post-Acute Care (PAC) assessment instrument and the modification of such instrument as necessary to enable such use. For LTCHs, this requirement refers to the Long-Term Care Hospital Continuity Assessment Recordand Evaluation Data Set (LTCH CARE Data Set) which is currently in use for the collection and submission of quality data to the Centers forMedicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) as part of the LTCH QRP.
In this document, we present specifications for four (4) quality measures proposed for the LTCH QRP through the FY 2016 
IPPS/LTCH PPS 
Proposed Rule. The quality measure specifications can be found in the Downloads section at the bottom of this page.
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