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What is DDE?What is DDE? 

nn A process, using dumb terminals or A process, using dumb terminals or 
computer browser screens, where the data computer browser screens, where the data 
is directly keyed by a health care provider is directly keyed by a health care provider 
into a health plan’s computer (from into a health plan’s computer (from 
preamble to final transactions rule)preamble to final transactions rule) 

nn Note that this is “data element by data Note that this is “data element by data 
element”, not transaction by transactionelement”, not transaction by transaction 



Web vs. DDEWeb vs. DDE 

nn An Internet application may be DDE, it An Internet application may be DDE, it 
may not bemay not be 
–– If application provides a screen which allow If application provides a screen which allow 

the direct entry of data into the health plan’s the direct entry of data into the health plan’s 
system, it is DDE.system, it is DDE. 

–– If the application takes the data and sends it If the application takes the data and sends it 
as a transaction to the health plan, it is not as a transaction to the health plan, it is not 
DDEDDE 



Regulation RequirementsRegulation Requirements 

nn 162.923(b)162.923(b) 
–– Providers electing to use DDE must use Providers electing to use DDE must use 

applicable data content and data applicable data content and data 
condition requirements, not the format condition requirements, not the format 
requirementsrequirements 

nn 162.925(a)(4)162.925(a)(4) 
–– Health plan cannot offer an incentive to Health plan cannot offer an incentive to 

use DDEuse DDE 


















