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National Impact Assessment of CMS Quality Measures 
TEP Members Abbreviated Biographies  

 
George Isham, MD, MS (Chair) 
George Isham, M.D., M.S. is Senior Advisor to HealthPartners, responsible for working with the 
board of directors and the senior management team on health and quality of care improvement for 
patients, members and the community.  Dr. Isham Chairs the NQF Measure Application Partnership’s 
Coordinating Committee. 

 
Cheryl Damberg, PhD, MPH (Co-Chair) is a senior policy researcher at the RAND 
Corporation and a professor at the Pardee RAND Graduate School. Her areas of expertise 
include pay for performance, quality measurement, patient safety, consumer-directed health 
plans, and assessing the impact of health care reform initiatives on quality and costs.  
 
Karen Adams, PhD is Vice President at NQF, overseeing the National Priorities Partnership 
and provides strategic direction and oversight to the NPP Partners, which include multi-
stakeholders from the private and public sectors.  
 

Sean M. Berenholtz, MD is a practicing anesthesiologist and critical care physician, a patient 
safety researcher and leader at Johns Hopkins.  Dr. Berenholtz is the Physician Director of Inpatient 
Quality and Safety for the Johns Hopkins Medicine Armstrong Institute for Patient Safety and Quality.  
 
J. Ganesh Bhat, MD is a principal of Atlantic Dialysis Management Services, a dialysis 
development and management company managing fifteen outpatient dialysis facilities and four acute in 
hospital programs.  
 
Renee Demski, MSW, MBA is the Senior Director of the Armstrong Institute for Patient Safety 
and Quality, Johns Hopkins Medicine & Senior Director, Quality Improvement, Johns Hopkins Health 
System. 
 
Joyce Dubow, MUP is Senior Health Care Reform Director in AARP’s Office of the Executive 
Vice-President for Policy and Strategy, where she has responsibility for a broad health portfolio related to 
AARP’s health care reform initiatives with a special focus on health care quality, HIT, and consumer 
decision making, as well as private health plans in the Medicare program. 
 
Marc Elliott, PhD is a senior statistician at the RAND Corporation. His areas of interest and 
experience include survey sampling, experimental design, causal inference, and case-mix adjustment. 
He is the principal investigator of the CMS Medicare CAHPS (Consumer Assessment of Health Providers 
and Systems) Analysis project. 

Gerry Fairbrother, PhD is a Senior Fellow at Academy Health and an Adjunct Professor of 
Pediatrics at the University of New Mexico and University of Cincinnati. She is an experienced health 
services researcher and epidemiologist, with a special focus on measuring access and quality of care for 
vulnerable populations, provider incentives to promote quality of care, vaccine policies and information 
technology.  
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Stephen F. Jencks, MD, is an independent consultant in healthcare safety and quality and Senior 
Fellow at the Institute for Healthcare Improvement. His work focuses on understanding and preventing 
rehospitalization and other adverse results of poor transition planning.  
 
Eugene A. Kroch, PhD is Vice President and Chief Scientist at Premier, Inc.  Dr. Kroch is also a 
lecturer at the Wharton School at the University of Pennsylvania, where he teaches health economics and 
econometrics. 
 
Joanne Lynn, MD is the Director of the Altarum Center for Elder Care and Advanced Illness. Dr. 
Lynn is a geriatrician, hospice physician, health services researcher, quality improvement advisor, and 
policy advocate who has focused upon shaping health care so that every person can count on living 
comfortably and meaningfully through the period of serious illness and disability in the last years of life, 
at a sustainable cost to the community. 
 
David Nau, PhD, RPh, CPHQ is Senior Director for Quality Strategies for the Pharmacy 
Quality Alliance. Dr. Nau’s work has focused on the improvement of medication-use within the 
healthcare system. 
 
Debra Saliba, MD, MPH holds the UCLA Anna & Harry Borun Endowed Chair in Geriatrics 
and directs the UCLA/Jewish Home Borun Center for Gerontological Research. She is also strategic 
program lead for Long Term Care Populations and Aging in the VA HSR&D Center of Excellence for the 
Study of Healthcare Provider Behavior, a physician with the VA Geriatric Research Education and 
Clinical Centers (GRECCs), and a senior natural scientist at RAND. 
 
Diane Stollenwerk, MPP is the vice president of community alliances at the National Quality 
Forum. At NQF, she leads a team that focuses on identifying and pursuing opportunities to connect with 
and provide stronger support from NQF for state and community leaders engaged in measurement, 
reporting and other aspects of increasing transparency and accountability to improve health and health 
care.  
 
Christopher Tompkins, PhD, MHHS is an Associate Professor and Director of the Institute 
on Healthcare Systems at The Heller School, Brandeis University. For more than 25 years, Dr. Tompkins 
has directed health services research, evaluations, and policy development. 
 
Joel S. Weissman, PhD is Deputy Director and Chief Scientific Officer of the Center for 
Surgery and Public Health at Brigham and Women's Hospital, and Associate Professor of Health 
Policy at Harvard Medical School.  
 
Neil S. Wenger, MD, MPH is a professor of medicine at the UCLA and a practicing general 
internist with an interest in patients with complex illness. He directs the UCLA Health System Ethics 
Center and the Assessing Care of Vulnerable Elders (ACOVE) project within RAND Health. Dr. 
Wenger's research focuses on measuring and improving the quality of care for vulnerable older persons. 
He has led assessments of care of various groups of older individuals and has recently focused on quality. 
 


