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What is MBSAQIP?
Metabolic and Bariatric Surgery Accreditation and Quality Improvement Program

Accreditation + Quality Improvement 
Standards
• Bariatric surgeon/staff 

experience and training
• Process /care pathways
• Multi-disciplinary team approach
• Surgeon Leadership
• Appropriate facilities and 

equipment
• Continuum of Care
• Site visit conducted by bariatric 

surgeon surveyor every 3 years
• Commitment to data capture 

and continuous QI

Data Registry
• Clinical variables - bariatric process 

and outcomes measures, long-term 
effectiveness

• ACS-trained data abstractor uses 
standardized variable definitions

• 100% of all bariatric cases are 
included

• Captures 30-day, 6-month, and 
annual long-term follow-up 

• Real-time reports and semiannual risk 
adjusted reports to inform QI 
initiatives



A joint initiative…

Started in 2006; ~125 centers Started in 2005; ~600 centers

OLD
OLD

NEW

Started in 2012;  ~800 centers



Over 800 Centers in the United States



Standards Update
TWO VERSIONS

2016 Standards
effective October 2016

Over 1,100 public comments received
prior to completing standards



Standards & Verification
CORE STANDARDS
1. Case Volume, Patient Selection, & Approved 

Procedures by Designation Level
2. Commitment to Quality Care (required 

people) – MBS Director, Coordinator, Clinical 
Reviewer, Committee (surgeons, dieticians, 
behavioral specialists, etc.)

3. Appropriate Equipment and Instruments
4. Critical Care Support
5. Continuum of Care
6. Data Collection
7. Continuous Quality Improvement Process
8. Ambulatory Surgery Centers
9. Adolescent Centers

VERIFICATION

• Surgeon Site Surveyors
• Application Reviewers
• Adjudication Committee

• Process involves review of feedback from 
sites and site surveyors to determine need 
for changes in the standards when necessary



Data & Quality
• National data registry
• Analytical and reporting tools 
• Develops initiatives for

• Performance improvement
• Collaborative development
• Sharing of best practices

QI Inititiatives
• Decreasing Readmissions through 

Opportunities Provided (DROP)
• Over 700 hospitals
• 150,000 cases/year
• 7,500 readmissions to 6,000 readmissions (less 

1500/year)
• $35K/readmission x 1500 cases=$52.5M

• Employing New Enhanced Recovery Goals 
in Bariatric Surgery (ENERGY) 

• Over 30 MBSAQIP programs 
• Goal of implementing enhanced recovery 

strategies 
• Reduce Length of Stay and resource 

utilization



https://asmbs.org/pathway-for-approval-for-new-devices-and-procedures

https://asmbs.org/pathway-for-approval-for-new-devices-and-procedures


Standards Update
6.1 Data Entry of All MB 
Procedures/Interventions

Comprehensive Comp w/Adol Low Acuity Ambulatory Adolescent



Intragastric Balloons
• FDA approved

• Fluid-filled & requires endoscopy for 
insertion and retrieval 

• Orbera

• ReShape DUO

• Air-filled and requires endoscopy for 
retrieval only

• Obalon (Swallowable)

• Investigational
• Fluid-filled & requires endoscopy for 

insertion and retrieval 

• Spatz

• Fluid-filled and does not require 
endoscopy for insertion or retrieval

• Allurion Elipse (Swallowable)



Other Non-Surgical Weight Loss Devices

• BAROnova: Transpyloric Shuttle
• Investigational

• Aspire Assist
• FDA approved



Intragastric Balloons

• Fills the treatment gap between medication management of obesity and 
surgery

• Patients with BMI of 30-40 kg/m2

• Combination of lifestyle modification and balloon therapy 
• low risk option with sustained weight loss for patients with obesity

• Bridge to Surgery
• Making surgical procedures safer 

• Ventral hernias
• Joint replacement
• Transplants 
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