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Obesity Summit Deliverables

• Educational Initiative- Obesity Medicine 
Education Collaborative

• Advocacy- Obesity Care  
• Collaborative Position Statements

– American Hip and Knee Society
– National Lipid Association
– American College of Obstetrics and Gynecology
– American College of Occupational and Environmental 

Medicine
– American Hernia Society
– American Society for Clinical Oncology





BURNING PLATFORM
Bundled payments for joint replacement

Under a provision of the ACA, CMS has introduced a 
new program “to improve patient care through payment 
innovation that fosters improved coordination and 
quality through a patient-centered approach.”
Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (11 March 2010). "Medicare demonstrations.  Details for Medicare acute care episode 
(ACE) demonstration".

Thus, there is increased governmental scrutiny of 
health care delivery, emphasizing clinical 
outcomes and complication rates, patient 
satisfaction and costs.





Obesity in America

ASMBS /NORC 
Survey



Growing Awareness of Risks of Obesity

• 86% view obesity as a very high risk to a person’s overall health 
and 

• 83% of Americans report that obesity is a very serious health 
problem
– Obesity and cancer tie as the top 2 most often cited serious 

health problems
– More Americans consider obesity a serious health problem 
than alcohol and drug abuse, diabetes, heart disease, mental 
illness and HIV/AIDS 

– But, few recognize the link between obesity and 
other conditions like infertility and joint disease 



State of Denial

• Only about half of Americans consider themselves to 
be overweight (47%), significantly less than the 
numbers reported by CDC

• Most of those who meet the BMI criteria for obesity 
consider themselves to be overweight, but not obese 
(89%)

• Four in 10 Americans who meet the BMI criteria for 
obesity have not talked with a doctor or health 
professional about their weight
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