September 3, 2020

159 Georgia Together
229 W. Gen. Screven Way, Ste. S #379
Hinesville, GA 31313

The Honorable Alex M. Azar The Honorable Steven Mnuchin
Secretary, U.S. Department of Health and Human Secretary, U.S. Department of the
Services Treasury

200 Independence Avenue, SW 1500 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20201 Washington, DC 20200

The Honorable Seema Verma The Honorable David J. Kautter
Administrator, Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Assistant Secretary for Tax Policy
Services 1500 Pennsylvania Avenue NW
7500 Security Blvd. Washington, DC 20220

Baltimore, MD 21244

Submitted via stateinnovationwaivers@cms.hhs.gov

Dear Secretary Azar, Secretary Mnuchin, Administrator Verma, and Assistant Secretary Kautter,
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on Georgia’s proposal to waive federal rules under
the Affordable Care Act (ACA). | am writing on behalf of 159 Georgia Together to express our
organization’s concern about Georgia’s ACA Section 1332 waiver.

159 Georgia Together is a grassroots organization working to improve the lives of all Georgians
through progressive policies. We have almost 17,500 members from throughout the state, in
rural, suburban and urban communities. Amid the pandemic we are focusing on health care
access and health care insurance disparities in Georgia. We are partnering with other non-profits
to promote access to quality healthcare and full insurance coverage for all Georgians.

While we are supportive of the reinsurance program as outlined, we believe that the proposed
Georgia Access model will put many Georgians at risk of becoming un- or under-insured
altogether. Georgians with little or no experience buying or using health insurance, those with
limited English proficiency, low health literacy skills, and few financial resources would be most
at risk of experiencing adverse consequences from the outlined plan.

Instead of giving consumers more choices to enroll in comprehensive health coverage as Georgia
officials claim, the Georgia Access model would eliminate consumers’ option to use the one-
stop-shop HealthCare.gov platform. This is likely to sharply reduce the number of Georgians
with comprehensive coverage, for several reasons:


mailto:stateinnovationwaivers@cms.hhs.gov
http:HealthCare.gov

Fragmenting the insurance market would confuse and discourage consumers from
enrollment

Under this proposal, enrollment would likely fall because buying insurance would become
harder. Purchasing health insurance is a complicated and expensive undertaking. Almost 80
percent of Georgia’s marketplace enrollees use HealthCare.gov to shop for their health plan.
Eliminating the preferred enrollment platform of most Georgia consumers could not only cause
confusion, it could paralyze them, keeping them from making a decision altogether.

It is well documented that having too many choices makes it difficult for consumers to make a
choice, much less a fitting choice. Under a system that requires consumers to choose among
legions of sellers before beginning the process of selecting a specific health plan, with no
guarantee of a single platform on which to see and compare all plan choices on equal terms,
Georgians would be confused at the very least, find it difficult to make an informed choice, and,
at the worst, not make a choice at all.

Georgians eligible for Medicaid are unlikely to receive assistance from insurers, agents or
brokers.

HealthCare.gov facilitates Medicaid enrollment with a “no-wrong-door” application that routes
Georgians to the program for which they’re eligible based on their family size, income, and other
factors. In 2020, at least 38,000 Georgians enrolled in Medicaid via HealthCare.gov.

Brokers and insurers have no incentive to provide information and assistance to consumers who
turn out to be eligible for Medicaid rather than subsidized marketplace coverage, so they are
unlikely to provide these Georgians with any help. For example, a search on HealthCare.gov
shows more than 1100 agents and brokers that enroll people in coverage in one Atlanta zip code
but zero agents and brokers that say they will assist with Medicaid/CHIP enroliment.

Georgians will lose coverage in the transition from HealthCare.gov to the Georgia Access
system

The disruption created by the state’s transition away from HealthCare.gov is likely to cause a
decline in enrolment among Georgia consumers. Our state’s waiver predicts a loss of about 2
percent (8,000 people) of enrollees due to the change from one system to another. However other
states’ experiences show this figure is unrealistic. Kentucky saw a reduction of 13 percent in its
marketplace enrollment when it transitioned to the federal marketplace in 2017, compared to a 4
percent decline nationally. More recently, Nevada’s 2020 marketplace enrollment dropped 7
percent after its transition to a state-based marketplace, compared to flat enroliment nationally.
Similar percentage declines in Georgia would translate into a drop of 25,000-46,000 people in
marketplace enrollment. Enroliment declines of this scope would likely exceed the increases
anticipated by the waiver (27,000).

Enrollment declines are especially likely given that minimal funding has been allocated for the
transition — about one-third of the low amount Georgia previously estimated would be needed.
This funding seems to be solely dedicated to the technological transition, but no specific funds
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have been allocated to help consumers understand the transition, their options for enrollment, or
how to access free, unbiased enrollment assistance.

The steering of healthier consumers towards substandard plans would make
comprehensive coverage more expensive for those who need it.

The proposal would give insurers and brokers new opportunities to steer healthier consumers
toward substandard plans that expose them to catastrophic costs if they get sick. The resulting
adverse selection could make comprehensive coverage more expensive for those who need it,
reducing their enrollment as well.

Brokers have an incentive to steer consumers toward substandard plans (e.g. short-term and
single-disease plans), which normally cannot be sold alongside ACA plans, because they tend to
pay higher commissions. Short-term plans in particular pay up to ten times as much as ACA-
compliant plans. Insurers also profit on short-term plans, which aren’t required to meet the
medical loss ratio standards for ACA-compliant plans.

Healthier and younger Georgians would be more likely to choose short-term plans, since less
healthy people are less likely to qualify for such a policy and face higher premiums when they
do. If healthier consumers leave the ACA-compliant market, its risk pool would become less
healthy, causing premiums to rise. (Similarly, the recent expansion of short-term plans nationally
caused premiums for comprehensive coverage to go up by an average of 0.5 to 4 percent.) The
waiver does not take into account these likely outcomes.

The enrollment of Georgians in substandard plans would threaten their health and
economic well-being.

Experience with enhanced direct enrollment programs shows that some brokers and agents
screen applicants before sending them down the official enrollment pathway and divert some
toward substandard plans that pay higher commissions but leave enrollees with existing health
needs, like diabetes or heart disease, exposed to catastrophic costs. Even in less egregious
circumstances, these companies are allowed to show substandard plans alongside comprehensive
plans, thus encouraging Georgia consumers to enroll in substandard plans.

Substandard plans are not required to cover all essential health benefits, leaving (our population)
potentially without access to necessary health services unless they are able to pay out of

pocket. More than one-third of substandard plans do not cover prescription drugs for example.
On top of that, substandard plans are allowed to exclude coverage for pre-existing conditions
altogether and charge more for people with pre-existing conditions like diabetes and heart
disease. That leaves many Georgians vulnerable to catastrophic costs, limited access to care, and
other negative consequences.

Because it would harm consumers, Georgia’s proposal is not approvable under federal law. The
ACA requires that Section 1332 waivers cover as many people, with coverage as affordable and
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comprehensive, as would be covered absent the waiver, without increasing the federal deficit.
Georgia’s waiver fails these tests.

There is a high chance that the waiver would cause thousands of Georgians to lose coverage and
no reason to expect it would meaningfully increase coverage. It also would likely leave many
Georgians with less affordable or less comprehensive coverage than they would otherwise have.

Despite our concerns related to the Georgia Access portion of the state’s waiver application, 159
Georgia Together is supportive of the proposed reinsurance program. Like those approved in
other states, the reinsurance portion of Georgia’s proposal would reduce premiums and provide
market stability. It would be a positive move forward for Georgia consumers.

Thank you in advance for your consideration of our comments on Georgia’s Section 1332 waiver
application.

Sincerely,
Deborah Miness, President, 159 Georgia Together

Deborah Miness, President
159 Georgia Together

229 General Screven Way
Suite S #379

Hinesville, GA 31313
301.219.1100

159 Georgia Together consistently promotes progressive values and facilitates grassroots
activism throughout Georgia at the local, state and federal levels. We partner with other
progressive organizations to improve the lives of Georgians in all 159 counties.
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September 10, 2020

The Honorable Alex M. Azar The Honorable Steven Mnuchin

Secretary, U.S. Department of Health and Secretary, U.S. Department of the Treasury

Human Servi i
uman Services 1500 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW

200 Independence Avenue, SW Washington, DC 20200

Washington, DC 20201

The Honorable Seema VVerma The Honorable David J. Kautter Assistant

Administrator, Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Secretary for Tax Policy

Services 1500 Pennsylvania Avenue NW
7500 Security Blvd. Washington, DC 20220
Baltimore, MD 21244

Submitted via stateinnovationwaivers@cms.hhs.gov

Dear Secretary Azar, Secretary Mnuchin, Administrator Verma, and Assistant Secretary Kautter,

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on Georgia’s proposal to waive federal rules under
the Affordable Care Act (ACA). | am writing on behalf of the Georgia Coalition for the Peoples’
Agenda to express our organization’s concern about Georgia’s ACA Section 1332 waiver.

We work with communities of color, specifically African American, African Diaspora and
Caribbean communities that are most impact with health disparities and access to quality
healthcare options. While we are supportive of the reinsurance program as outlined, we believe
that the proposed Georgia Access model will put Georgia communities of color at risk of
becoming un- or under-insured altogether. Georgians with little or no experience buying or using
health insurance, those with limited English proficiency, Georgians with low health literacy
skills, and low would be most at risk of experiencing adverse consequences from the outlined
plan.
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Instead of giving consumers more choices to enroll in comprehensive health coverage as Georgia
officials claim, the Georgia Access model would eliminate consumers’ option to use the one-
stop-shop HealthCare.gov platform. This is likely to sharply reduce the number of Georgians
with comprehensive coverage, for several reasons:

Fragmenting the insurance market would confuse and discourage consumers from
enrollment

Under this proposal, enrollment would likely fall because buying insurance would become
harder. Purchasing health insurance is a complicated and expensive undertaking, especially for
people of color. Seventy-nine percent of Georgia’s marketplace enrollees use HealthCare.gov to
complete the enroliment process OR shop for and select their health plan.! Eliminating the
preferred enrollment platform of most Georgia consumers could not only cause confusion, it
could paralyze them, keeping them from making a decision altogether.

It is well documented that having too many choices makes it difficult for consumers to make a
choice, much less a fitting choice.??® Under a system that requires consumers to choose among
legions of sellers before beginning the process of selecting a specific health plan, with no
guarantee of a single platform on which to see and compare all plan choices on equal terms,
Georgians would be confused at the very least, find it difficult to make an informed choice, and,
at the worst, not make a choice at all.

Georgians eligible for Medicaid are unlikely to receive assistance from insurers, agents or
brokers.

HealthCare.gov facilitates Medicaid enrollment with a “no-wrong-door” application that routes
Georgians to the program for which they’re eligible based on their family size, income, and other
factors. In 2020, at least 38,000 Georgians enrolled in Medicaid via HealthCare.gov.* This is
especially important for communities of color, which allows them to get coverage, some for the
first time.

1 Georgia Section 1332 State Innovation Waiver as submitted to CMS on July 31, 2020;
https://www.cms.gov/CCI1O/Programs-and-Initiatives/State-Innovation-
Waivers/Section_1332_state_Innovation_Waivers- (hereafter, Waiver).

2 Consumers Union, “The Evidence is Clear: Too Many Health Insurance Choices Can Impair,
Not Help, Consumer Decision Making,” November 2012,
https://advocacy.consumerreports.org/wp-
content/uploads/2012/11/Too_Much_Choice_Nov_2012.pdf.

3 J. Michael McWilliams et al., “Complex Medicare Advantage Choices May Overwhelm
Seniors — Especially Those With Impaired Decision Making,” Health Affairs, September 2011,
https://www.healthaffairs.org/doi/10.1377/hlthaff.2011.0132.
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4 CMS, op. cit.

Brokers and insurers have no incentive to provide information and assistance to consumers who
turn out to be eligible for Medicaid rather than subsidized marketplace coverage, so they are
unlikely to provide these Georgians with any help. For example, a search on HealthCare.gov
shows more than 1100 agents and brokers that enroll people in coverage in one Atlanta zip code
but zero agents and brokers that say they will assist with Medicaid/CHIP enrollment.® This is
worrisome for our vulnerable communities need help in enrolling in Medicaid as many have
never navigated such products.

Georgians will lose coverage in the transition from HealthCare.gov to the Georgia Access
system

The disruption created by the state’s transition away from HealthCare.gov is likely to cause a
decline in enrolment among Georgia consumers. Our state’s waiver predicts a loss of about 2
percent (8,000 people) of enrollees due to the change from one system to another. However other
states’ experiences show this figure is unrealistic.® Kentucky saw a reduction of 13 percent in its
marketplace enrollment when it transitioned to the federal marketplace in 2017, compared to a 4
percent decline nationally.” More recently, Nevada’s 2020 marketplace enrollment dropped 7
percent after its transition to a state-based marketplace, compared to flat enrollment nationally.®
Similar percentage declines in Georgia would translate into a drop of 25,000-46,000 people in
marketplace enrollment.® Enrollment declines of this scope would likely exceed the increases
anticipated by the waiver (27,000).

Enrollment declines are especially likely given that minimal funding has been allocated for the
transition — about one-third of the low amount Georgia previously estimated would be needed.
This funding seems to be solely dedicated to the technological transition, but no specific funds
have been allocated to help consumers understand the transition, their options for enrollment, or
how to access free, unbiased enrollment assistance.

5 Center on Budget and Policy Priorities analysis. HealthCare.gov search conducted on August
14, 2020, using the 30310 zip code.

6 Waiver, op. cit., p. 71.

7 Sarah Lueck, “Adopting a State-Based Health Insurance Marketplace Poses Risks and
Challenges,” CBPP, February 6, 2020, https://www.cbpp.org/research/health/adopting-a-state-
based-health-insurance-marketplace-poses-risks-and-challenges.

8 CBPP calculations from CMS public use files. See also, Nevada Health Link, “Nevada’s State
Based Exchange Announces Enrollment Figures for Plan Year 2020,” December 23, 2019,
https://d1g4hsicl8rmbx.cloudfront.net/assets/uploads/2019/12/FINAL-2020-Nevada-Exchange-
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Prelim-Enroliment-Release_12.23.19.pdf; Sarah Lueck, “Adopting a State-Based Health
Insurance Marketplace Poses Risks and Challenges,” CBPP, February 6, 2020,
https://www.cbpp.org/research/health/adopting-a-state-based-health-insurance-marketplace-
poses-risks-and-challenges.

9 As this calculation indicates, enroliment declines due to the Georgia Access Model would
likely exceed the modest increases (about 2,000 people) Georgia projects from the reinsurance
program and the total increase Georgia projects under the waiver (27,000).

The steering of healthier consumers towards substandard plans would make
comprehensive coverage more expensive for those who need it most

The proposal would give insurers and brokers new opportunities to steer healthier consumers
toward substandard plans that expose them to catastrophic costs if they get sick. The resulting
adverse selection could make comprehensive coverage more expensive for those who need it,
reducing their enrollment as well.

Brokers have an incentive to steer consumers toward substandard plans (e.g. short-term and
single-disease plans), which normally cannot be sold alongside ACA plans, because they tend to
pay higher commissions. Short-term plans in particular pay up to ten times as much as ACA-
compliant plans.i® Insurers also profit on short-term plans, which aren’t required to meet the
medical loss ratio standards for ACA-compliant plans.t

Healthier and younger Georgia would be more likely to choose short-term plans, since less
healthy people—like those that our organization represents/serves—are less likely to qualify for
such a policy and face higher premiums when they do. If healthier consumers leave the ACA-
compliant market, its risk pool would become less healthy, causing premiums to rise. (Similarly,
the recent expansion of short-term plans nationally caused premiums for comprehensive
coverage to go up by an average of 0.5 to 4 percent.'?) The waiver does not take into account
these likely outcomes.

The enrollment of (your consumer population) in substandard plans would threaten their
health and economic well-being.

Experience with enhanced direct enrollment programs shows that some brokers and agents
screen applicants before sending them down the official enrollment pathway and divert some
toward substandard plans that pay higher commissions but leave enrollees with existing health
needs, like (insert diagnosis, ex: diabetes or mental health conditions), exposed to catastrophic
costs.®® Even in less egregious circumstances, these companies are allowed to show substandard
plans alongside comprehensive plans, thus encouraging Georgia consumers to enroll in
substandard plans.
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10 House report, op. cit., p. 43. Due to the time it takes to assist marketplace consumers, some
brokers report that they lose money on each marketplace enrollment, and so have stopped
marketing their services or operate only through referrals. Others say they are uneasy about
selling short-term plans despite the higher commissions, given the plans’ risks for people with
pre-existing conditions. See Sabrina Corlette et al., “Perspective from Brokers: The Individual
Market Stabilizes While Short-Term and Other Alternative Products Pose Risks,” Urban
Institute, April 2020, https://www.urban.org/research/publication/perspective-brokers-individual-
market-stabilizes-while-short-term-and-other-alternative-products-pose-risks.

11 House report, op. cit., p. 48.
12 Hansen and Dieguez, op. cit., p. 3.

13 Tara Straw, “*Direct Enrollment” in Marketplace Coverage Lacks Protections for Consumers,
Exposes Them to Harm,” CBPP, March 15, 2019, https://www.cbpp.org/research/health/direct-
enrollment-in-marketplace-coverage-lacks-protections-for-consumers-exposes.

Substandard plans are not required to cover all essential health benefits, leaving (our population)
potentially without access to necessary health services unless they are able to pay out of pocket.
More than one-third of substandard plans do not cover most do prescription drug benefits for
example.* People on fixed incomes do not need to choose between eating and getting life saving
prescriptions. On top of that, substandard plans are allowed to exclude coverage for pre-existing
conditions altogether and charge more for people with pre-existing conditions like diabetes. That
leaves the most populations vulnerable to catastrophic costs, limited access to care, and other
negative consequences.

Because it would harm consumers, including people of color, Georgia’s proposal is not
approvable under federal law. Georgia’s waiver fails the ACA’s tests of coverage,
comprehensiveness, and affordability. There is a high chance that the waiver would cause
thousands of Georgians to lose coverage and no reason to expect it would meaningfully increase
coverage. It also would likely leave many Georgians with less affordable or less comprehensive
coverage than they would otherwise have.

Despite our concerns related to the Georgia Access portion of the state’s waiver application, The
Peoples’ Agenda is supportive of the proposed reinsurance program. Like those approved in
other states, the reinsurance portion of Georgia’s proposal would reduce premiums and provide
market stability. It would be a positive move forward for Georgia consumers.

Thank you in advance for your consideration of our comments on Georgia’s Section 1332 waiver
application. We look forward to hearing and seeing you take action as we have suggested above.
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Sincerely,

Helen Butler

Executive Director

14 Kaiser Family Foundation, https://www.kff.org/health-reform/issue-brief/understanding-
short-term-limited-duration-health-insurance/
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To: The Honorable Alex M. Azar, Secretary, Department of Health and Human Services
The Honorable Steven Mnuchin, Secretary, Department of the Treasury

The Honorable Seema VVerma, Administrator, Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services

Submitted by email to: StatelnnovationWaivers@cms.hhs.gov

Subject: Georgia Section 1332 Waiver Comments

AID Atlanta, an affiliate of AIDS Healthcare Foundation, strongly opposes “Georgia Section
1332 Waiver Request”. AID Atlanta and AIDS Healthcare Foundation serve over 10,000 people
annually living with or at risk for acquiring HIV. Most of the people we serve are uninsured or
underinsured. This proposal would cause material harm to the people who depend on us for care.
We urge you to reject this proposal. It will create even more barriers to controlling the HIV
epidemic in Georgia.

More Georgians would get substandard health insurance that wouldn’t cover all health services.
Without the unbiased option to find and enroll in comprehensive coverage through
healthcare.gov, Georgians would have to rely on insurers and web-brokers who have been
known to steer consumers towards more profitable substandard plans.

Some Georgians would be uninsured. The proposal trades healthcare.gov for an enroliment
system managed by private insurance companies. In this transition, Georgians are likely to get
lost, unintentionally becoming uninsured because of the difficulty of navigating the new system.

We do not support the move from healthcare.gov to a privatized enrollment system that relies on
for-profit insurance companies who will not act in the best interest of the people who depend on
us for quality care.

Thank you for considering our comments.

Sincerely,

Nicole Roebuck
Executive Director
AID Atlanta

1605 Peachtree
Atlanta, Georgia 30309
404-870-7700
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September 11, 2020

The Honorable Seema Verma

Administrator

Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services

U.S. Department of Health and Human Services
P.O. Box 8016

Baltimore, MD 21244

Re: Georgia’s Section 1332 State Innovation Waiver

Dear Administrator Verma:

On behalf of the National Indian Health Board (NIHB),* we write to express concern about Georgia’s
Section 1332 State Innovation Waiver, which asks CMS to waive the requirement that the state either
participate in the Federally-Facilitated Exchange (FFE) or operate a State-Based exchange (SBE).

The ability to enroll into a health insurance program directly through an exchange has streamlined
enrolling American Indians and Alaska Natives (Al/ANs) into third party health insurance by providing an
easy and convenient way to compare prices and benefits from different providers. Moving away from a
centrally based marketplace will force consumers to navigate a variety of private marketplaces in order
to find a plan that fits their needs. This will dramatically increase the time investment involved with
finding a plan, which we believe will result in fewer people opting to enroll in a health insurance plan.
We fear that if this waiver is approved, other states will attempt to follow suit and as such, we urge CMS
to reject this waiver.

Lost Coverage and Impacts on Indian Health System

An analysis by the Brookings Institute found that the approval of this waiver could possibly result in
52,000 Georgians losing health insurance coverage.?This proposal also has the ability to impact Medicaid
enrollment. The Brookings analysis also noted that during each annual open enrollment period 40,000
Georgians who utilized the FFE were found to be eligible for Medicaid and transferred to the state
Medicaid agency.® The current waiver makes no mention of a plan to replace that functionality of the

1 Established in 1972, the National Indian Health Board (NIHB) is an inter-Tribal organization that advocates on
behalf of Tribal governments for the provision of quality health care to all American Indians and Alaska Natives
(AI/ANs). The NIHB is governed by a Board of Directors consisting of a representative from each of the twelve
Indian Health Service (IHS) Areas. Each Area Health Board elects a representative to sit on the NIHB Board of
Directors. In areas where there is no Area Health Board, Tribal governments choose a representative who
communicates policy information and concerns of the Tribes in that area with the NIHB. Whether Tribes operate
their entire health care program through contracts or compacts with IHS under Public Law 93-638, the Indian Self-
Determination and Education Assistance Act (ISDEAA), or continue to also rely on IHS for delivery of some, or even
most, of their health care, the NIHB is their advocate.

2 Christen Linke Young and Jason Levitis, “Georgia’s latest 1332 proposal continues to violate the ACA,” Brookings
Institute, Sept. 1, 2020.
3 ld.



FFE. It is likely that people would have to rely on the generosity of the private marketplaces, which have
no financial incentive to make such referrals. This is concerning for us.

Third party revenue is a significant contributor to the financial stability of Indian health system clinics
and hospitals. The importance of Medicaid, in particular, to the financial health of the Indian health
system cannot be overstated. According to the Indian Health Service 2020 Congressional Justification,
between Fiscal Year 2013 and Fiscal Year 2018, third party collections at IHS and Tribal facilities
increased by $360 million, with 65% coming from Medicaid, a substantial portion by any measure.*
Moreover, data show that the number of Al/ANs with Medicaid increased from 1,458,746 in 2012 to
1,793,339 in 2018. The 334,593 increase in Medicaid coverage is a 22.94% increase over 2012. In 2018,
33.55% of all AIANs had Medicaid compared to 29.55% in 2012.

We fear that the approval of this waiver would set a precedent that will embolden other states to apply
for similar waivers. Any measure that makes it more difficult to enroll in private insurance or Medicaid
endangers the fiscal health of the Indian health system. For that reason, we urge the agency to reject
this waiver which would reduce access to publicly run health insurance marketplaces.

Thank you in advance for your consideration of our comments.

Sincerely,

Ayl

Stacy A. Bohlen CEO

National Indian Health Board

CC: Kitty Marx, Division of Tribal Affairs, CMS

4 Data show that the number of Al/ANs with Medicaid increased from 1,458,746 in 2012 to 1,793,339 in 2018. In
2018, 33.55% of all AIANs had Medicaid. National Indian Health Board Date Brief (2020).
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MEDICARE
RIGHTS

266 West 37t Street, 3rd Floor
New York, NY 10018
212.869.3850/Fax: 212.869.3532

September 16, 2020

Alex M. Azar, Secretary, Department of Health and Human Services
Steven Mnuchin, Secretary, Department of the Treasury
Seema Verma, Administrator, Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services

VIA ELECTRONIC SUBMISSION
Re: Georgia Section 1332 Waiver Comments
Dear Secretary Azar, Secretary Mnuchin, and Administrator Verma:

The Medicare Rights Center (Medicare Rights) appreciates this opportunity to comment on
Georgia’s modified State Relief and Empowerment Waiver proposal under Section 1332 of the
Affordable Care Act (ACA). Medicare Rights is a national, nonprofit organization that works to
ensure access to affordable health care for older adults and people with disabilities through
counseling and advocacy, educational programs, and public policy initiatives. Each year,
Medicare Rights provides services and resources to nearly three million people with Medicare,
family caregivers, and professionals.

As the current COVID-19 public health emergency reveals, the need for health care can arise at
any moment and may be the difference between life and death. People without health
coverage may avoid care or face extreme financial hardship when they obtain it. These are
harmful outcomes we must try to avoid for reasons of individual well-being, economic stability,
and public health.

At Medicare Rights, we understand the interdependence of the major health insurance systems
in the United States. That structure requires that Medicare, Medicaid, the ACA, and employer-
based insurance play their roles in providing much-needed coverage for families, workers,
retirees, people with disabilities, and more. Ensuring access to affordable, comprehensive

Washington, DC Office:
1444 | Street NW, Suite 1105
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202.637.0961
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health coverage helps individuals and the system as a whole. The Medicare program benefits
when incoming beneficiaries have insurance coverage. As individuals approach Medicare
eligibility, their health is often compromised, and this is especially true for those who have
unmet health care needs from being un- or underinsured. This absence of quality coverage can
lead to reduced well-being for entire families;! poorer health;? lack of access to care;® economic
devastation;* and higher Medicare costs when they are ultimately eligible.”

In 2020, most (79%) of Georgia’s individual marketplace enrollees used HealthCare.gov to sign
up for coverage. Georgia’s waiver would eliminate this one-stop shop, robbing consumers of
their only option for a guaranteed, central source of unbiased information on the
comprehensive coverage available to them. Instead, Georgians would be forced to rely on a
jumble of private insurance companies and brokers to compare plans, apply for financial
assistance, and enroll in coverage.

Georgia asserts that this will increase enrollment and improve customer service but does not
identify how this will happen.® Based on our experience, it is far more likely that the change
would instead heighten confusion about where and how to access good-quality health
coverage, thus hindering enrollment. Rather than increasing coverage rates, such a shift could
result in many Georgians losing coverage entirely or being enrolled into non-ACA-compliant
plans that would underinsure them, putting them at extreme financial risk if they were to
become sick or injured.” Contrary to the promise of expanded choices, this waiver would
reduce options. Currently, Georgians have the option of using HealthCare.gov or the same

1 Committee on the Consequences of Uninsurance, Board on Health Care Services, “Health Insurance is a Family Matter,”
INSTITUTE OF MEDICINE OF THE NATIONAL ACADEMIES, Chapter 5 (2002),
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/books/NBK221016/pdf/Bookshelf NBK221016.pdf.

2 David W Baker, et al., “Changes in Health for the Uninsured After Reaching Age-eligibility for Medicare,” J GEN INTERN MED.
2006 Nov; 21(11): 1144-1149 (2006), https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC1831646/.

3 Committee on the Consequences of Uninsurance, Board on Health Care Services, “Health Insurance is a Family Matter,”
INSTITUTE OF MEDICINE OF THE NATIONAL ACADEMIES, pp 91-106 (2002),
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/books/NBK221016/pdf/Bookshelf NBK221016.pdf.

4 Rohan Khera, et al., “Burden of Catastrophic Health Expenditures for Acute Myocardial Infarction and Stroke Among
Uninsured in the United States,” CIRcULATION, 2018;137:00-00 (2018),
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC5780190/.

5 David W Baker, et al., “Changes in Health for the Uninsured After Reaching Age-eligibility for Medicare,” J Gen Intern Med.
2006 Nov; 21(11): 1144-1149 (2006), https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC1831646/.

6 State of Georgia, “Modified Section 1332 State Relief and Empowerment Waiver,” p 17 (July 31, 2020),
https://medicaid.georgia.gov/patientsfirst (“The goal of the Georgia Access Model is to increase affordability and spur
innovation in the individual market while maintaining access to QHPs and ensuring consumer protections for individuals with
pre-existing conditions. The Georgia Access Model will create a competitive private insurance marketplace that provides
Georgia’s residents with better access, improved customer service, and expanded choice of affordable coverage options.”)
7 Tara Straw, “Tens of Thousands Could Lose Coverage Under Georgia’s 1332 Proposal,” Center on Budget and Policy Priorities
(September 1, 2020), https://www.cbpp.org/research/health/tens-of-thousands-could-lose-coverage-under-georgias-1332-
waiver-proposal.
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private brokers and they overwhelmingly prefer HealthCare.gov. Taking away the preferred
choice does not equal more choice.

Moreover, private brokers and insurers have a track record of failing to alert consumers of
Medicaid eligibility and picking and choosing the plans they offer, often based on the size of
plan commissions.® Indeed, in the system Georgia is proposing, people who are eligible for
Medicaid could have a much harder time finding help with enrollment because Medicaid
generally does not pay broker or plan commissions. Agents and brokers have no financial
incentive to fill the gap left for this population that would result from eliminating
HealthCare.gov.

Georgia’s waiver proposes that substandard plans, such as short-term plans, would be
presented alongside comprehensive insurance, implying an equivalence that does not exist.’
People enrolled in such subpar plans are subject to punitive exclusions of their pre-existing
conditions, benefit limitations, and caps on plan reimbursements that expose them to
potentially high out-of-pocket costs. A study of short-term plans in Atlanta earlier this year
showed that even though people would pay lower premiums up-front, they could later be
responsible for significant out-of-pocket costs for treatment of common or serious conditions,
such as diabetes or a heart attack. The most popular plan in Atlanta refused to cover
prescription drugs, mental health services, or maternity services, had pre-existing condition
exclusions, and had a deductible three times as high as an ACA-compliant plan.® Even now,
reports indicate that brokers sometimes steer people into such plans, which often come with
higher commissions, a tactic that has continued during the pandemic.*!

Because it would likely increase the number of uninsured Georgians and leave many others
with worse coverage, Georgia’s waiver proposal fails to meet the necessary statutory
guardrails. Specifically, Section 1332(b)(1) of the ACA requires that such waivers cover as many

8 Tara Straw, “’Direct Enrollment’ in Marketplace Coverage Lacks Protections for Consumers, Exposes Them to Harm,” Center
on Budget and Policy Priorities (March 15, 2019), https://www.cbpp.org/research/health/direct-enrollment-in-marketplace-
coverage-lacks-protections-for-consumers-exposes.

9 State of Georgia, “Modified Section 1332 State Relief and Empowerment Waiver,” p 23 (July 31, 2020),
https://medicaid.georgia.gov/patientsfirst “With the implementation of the Georgia Access Model, consumers will have access
to metal level QHPs and Catastrophic Plans as they do absent the waiver. In addition, consumers will have increased access
through the Georgia Access Model to view a wide range of health insurance products offered by carriers that are licensed and
in good standing with the State to meet their unique healthcare needs, such as accident supplemental plans, critical illness
plans, limited-benefit plans, short-term limited duration plans, vision, and dental.”

10 Dane Hansen & Gabriela Dieguez, “The impact of short-term limited-duration policy expansion on patients and the ACA
individual market,” Milliman (February 2020), https://www.lls.org/sites/default/files/National/USA/Pdf/STLD-Impact-Report-
Final-Public.pdf; Kelsey Waddill, “Do Short-Term Limited Duration Plans Deserve Industry Skepticism?,” HealthPayerintelligence
(March 4, 2020), https://healthpayerintelligence.com/news/do-short-term-limited-duration-plans-deserve-industry-skepticism.
11 Christen Linke Young & Kathleen Hannick, “Misleading marketing of short-term health plans amid COVID-19,” Brookings
Institution (March 24, 2020), https://www.brookings.edu/blog/usc-brookings-schaeffer-on-health-
policy/2020/03/24/misleading-marketing-of-short-term-health-plans-amid-covid-19/.
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people, with coverage as affordable and comprehensive, as without the waiver.'?> Georgia has
not provided a plausible explanation of how its proposed waiver would accomplish this.
Instead, it appears that coverage for many Georgians would be less comprehensive, less
available, and more expensive. Georgia would likely see a reduction, rather than an increase, in
coverage rates. The waiver therefore does not meet the federal standard for approval.

In addition to our concerns about the impact of the waiver on Georgians, we are deeply
concerned about the precedent that would be set by approving a waiver that is expected to
result in more people being uninsured and more people being enrolled in plans that do not
provide comprehensive coverage.

For these reasons, Medicare Rights opposes this proposal for Georgia to exit the
HealthCare.gov marketplace and urges the Department of Health and Human Services to reject
it. Instead, the state should be encouraged both to maintain HealthCare.gov access and to
adopt the ACA’s Medicaid expansion, a proven strategy to improve health care coverage and
well-being that has the added benefit of support for rural hospitals.

Thank you again for the opportunity to provide comment. For additional information, please
contact Lindsey Copeland, Federal Policy Director at LCopeland@medicarerights.org or 202-

637-0961 and Julie Carter, Senior Federal Policy Associate at JCarter@medicarerights.org or
202-637-0962.

Sincerely,

j/ﬂﬂc[ JQLccaMLé

Fred Riccardi
President
Medicare Rights Center

12 patient Protection and Affordable Care Act, Pub. L. 111-148, Sec. 1332(b) (“(1) IN GENERAL-The Secretary may grant a
request for a waiver under subsection (a)(1) only if the Secretary determines that the State plan—(A) will provide coverage that
is at least as comprehensive as the coverage defined in section 1302(b) and offered through Exchanges established under this
title as certified by Office of the Actuary of the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services based on sufficient data from the
State and from comparable States about their experience with programs created by this Act and the provisions of this Act that
would be waived; (B) will provide coverage and cost sharing protections against excessive out-of-pocket spending that are at
least as affordable as the provisions of this title would provide; (C) will provide coverage to at least a comparable number of its
residents as the provisions of this title would provide; and (D) will not increase the Federal deficit.”)

13 Hailey Mensik, “Medicaid expansion key indicator for rural hospitals' financial viability” (June 2, 2020),
https://www.healthcaredive.com/news/medicaid-expansion-rural-hospitals-health-affairs/579005/.
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September 11, 2020

The Honorable Alex M. Azar The Honorable Steven Mnuchin
Secretary, U.S. Department of Health Secretary, U.S. Department of the
and Human Services Treasury

200 Independence Avenue, SW 1500 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20201 Washington, DC 20200

The Honorable Seema Verma The Honorable David J. Kautter
Administrator, Centers for Medicare & Assistant Secretary for Tax Policy
Medicaid Services 1500 Pennsylvania Avenue NW
7500 Security Blvd. Washington, DC 20220

Baltimore, MD 21244

Submitted via stateinnovationwaivers@cms.hhs.gov

Dear Secretary Azar, Secretary Mnuchin, Administrator Verma, and Assistant Secretary
Kautter,

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on Georgia’s proposal to waive federal rules
under the Affordable Care Act (ACA). | am writing on behalf of the Jewish Community
Relations Council o Atlanta our organization’s concern about Georgia’s ACA Section
1332 waiver.

The JCRC of Atlanta supports programs and activities that are meaningful and
connected with the traditional Jewish mandate of Tikkum Olam, repairing the world.

While we are supportive of the reinsurance program as outlined, we believe that the
proposed Georgia Access model will put ALL Georgians at risk of becoming un- or
under-insured altogether. Georgians with little or no experience buying or using health
insurance, those with limited English proficiency, Georgians with low health literacy
skills, and all citizens of GA who may not be able to navigate the complex world of
buying a health plan, will be most at risk of experiencing adverse consequences from
the outlined plan.

Instead of giving consumers more choices to enroll in comprehensive health coverage
as Georgia officials claim, the Georgia Access model would eliminate consumers’ option
to use the one-stop-shop HealthCare.gov platform. This is likely to sharply reduce the
number of Georgians with comprehensive coverage, for several reasons:


mailto:stateinnovationwaivers@cms.hhs.gov
http:HealthCare.gov

Fragmenting the insurance market would confuse and discourage consumers
from enroliment

Under this proposal, enrollment would likely fall because buying insurance would
become harder. Purchasing health insurance is a complicated and expensive
undertaking. Eight out of 10 of Georgia’s marketplace enrollees use HealthCare.gov to
shop for and select their health plan.! Eliminating the preferred enroliment platform of
most Georgia consumers could not only cause confusion, it could paralyze them,
keeping them from making a decision altogether.

It is well documented that having too many choices makes it difficult for consumers to
make a choice, much less a fitting choice.2.3 Under a system that requires consumers to
choose among legions of sellers before beginning the process of selecting a specific
health plan, with no guarantee of a single platform on which to see and compare all plan
choices on equal terms, Georgians would be confused at the very least, find it difficult to
make an informed choice, and, at the worst, not make a choice at all.

Georgians eligible for Medicaid are unlikely to receive assistance from insurers,
agents or brokers.

HealthCare.gov facilitates Medicaid enrollment with a “no-wrong-door” application that
routes Georgians to the program for which they’re eligible based on their family size,
income, and other factors. In 2020, at least 38,000 Georgians enrolled in Medicaid via
HealthCare.gov.4 In a time where so many GA citizens are financially hurting access to
all information is greater than ever before.

Brokers and insurers have no incentive to provide information and assistance to
consumers who turn out to be eligible for Medicaid rather than subsidized marketplace
coverage, so they are unlikely to provide these Georgians with any help. For example, a
search on HealthCare.gov shows more than 1100 agents and brokers that enroll people

" Georgia Section 1332 State Innovation Waiver as submitted to CMS on July 31, 2020; https://
www.cms.gov/CClIO/Programs-and-Initiatives/State-Innovation-Waivers/
Section_1332_state_Innovation_Waivers- (hereafter, Waiver).

2 Consumers Union, “The Evidence is Clear: Too Many Health Insurance Choices Can Impair, Not Help,
Consumer Decision Making,” November 2012, https://advocacy.consumerreports.org/wp-content/
uploads/2012/11/Too_Much_Choice_Nov_2012.pdf.

3 J. Michael McWilliams et al., “Complex Medicare Advantage Choices May Overwhelm Seniors —
Especially Those With Impaired Decision Making,” Health Affairs, September 2011, https://
www. healthaffairs.org/doi/10.1377/hlthaff.2011.0132.

4 CMS, op. cit.
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in coverage in one Atlanta zip code but zero agents and brokers that say they will assist
with Medicaid/CHIP enrollment.>

Georgians will lose coverage in the transition from HealthCare.gov to the Georgia
Access system

The disruption created by the state’s transition away from HealthCare.gov is likely to
cause a decline in enrollment among Georgia consumers. Our state’s waiver predicts a
loss of about 2 percent (8,000 people) of those enrolled due to the change from one
system to another. However other states’ experiences show this figure is unrealistic.
Kentucky saw a reduction of 13 percent in its marketplace enrollment when it
transitioned to the federal marketplace in 2017, compared to a 4 percent decline
nationally.” More recently, Nevada’s 2020 marketplace enroliment dropped 7 percent
after its transition to a state-based marketplace, compared to flat enrollment nationally.8
Similar percentage declines in Georgia would translate into a drop of 25,000-46,000
people in marketplace enroliment.® Enroliment declines of this scope would likely
exceed the increases anticipated by the waiver (27,000).

Enroliment declines are especially likely given that minimal funding has been allocated
for the transition — about one-third of the low amount Georgia previously estimated
would be needed. This funding seems to be solely dedicated to the technological
transition, but no specific funds have been allocated to help consumers understand the
transition, their options for enroliment, or how to access free, unbiased enroliment
assistance.

The steering of healthier consumers towards substandard plans would make
comprehensive coverage more expensive for those who need it.

5 Center on Budget and Policy Priorities analysis. HealthCare.gov search conducted on August 14, 2020,
using the 30310 zip code.

6 Waiver, op. cit., p. 71.
7 Sarah Lueck, “Adopting a State-Based Health Insurance Marketplace Poses Risks and Challenges,”

CBPP, February 6, 2020, https://www.cbpp.org/research/health/adopting-a-state-based-health-
insurance-marketplace-poses-risks-and-challenges.

8 CBPP calculations from CMS public use files. See also, Nevada Health Link, “Nevada’s State Based
Exchange Announces Enrollment Figures for Plan Year 2020,” December 23, 2019, https://
d1g4hslcl8rmbx.cloudfront.net/assets/uploads/2019/12/FINAL-2020-Nevada-Exchange-Prelim-
Enrollment-Release_12.23.19.pdf; Sarah Lueck, “Adopting a State-Based Health Insurance Marketplace
Poses Risks and Challenges,” CBPP, February 6, 2020, https://www.cbpp.org/research/health/
adopting-a-state-based-health-insurance-marketplace-poses-risks-and-challenges.

9 As this calculation indicates, enrollment declines due to the Georgia Access Model would likely exceed
the modest increases (about 2,000 people) Georgia projects from the reinsurance program and the
total increase Georgia projects under the waiver (27,000).
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The proposal would give insurers and brokers new opportunities to steer healthier
consumers toward substandard plans that expose them to catastrophic costs if they get
sick. The resulting adverse selection could make comprehensive coverage more
expensive for those who need it reducing their enrollment as well.

Brokers have an incentive to steer consumers toward substandard plans (e.g. short-
term and single-disease plans), which normally cannot be sold alongside ACA plans,
because they tend to pay higher commissions. Short-term plans in particular pay up to
ten times as much as ACA-compliant plans.'0 Insurers also profit on short-term plans,
which aren’t required to meet the medical loss ratio standards for ACA-compliant
plans.!

Healthier and younger Georgia would be more likely to choose short-term plans, since
less healthy people are less likely to qualify for such a policy and face higher premiums
when they do. If healthier consumers leave the ACA-compliant market, its risk pool
would become less healthy, causing premiums to rise. (Similarly, the recent expansion
of short-term plans nationally caused premiums for comprehensive coverage to go up
by an average of 0.5 to 4 percent.?2) The waiver does not take into account these likely
outcomes.

The enrollment of (your consumer population) in substandard plans would
threaten their health and economic well-being.

Experience with enhanced direct enrollment programs shows that some brokers and
agents screen applicants before sending them down the official enrollment pathway and
divert some toward substandard plans that pay higher commissions but leave enrollees
with existing health needs, like (insert diagnosis, ex: diabetes or mental health
conditions), exposed to catastrophic costs.'3 Even in less egregious circumstances,
these companies are allowed to show substandard plans alongside comprehensive
plans, thus encouraging Georgia consumers to enroll in substandard plans.

10 House report, op. cit., p. 43. Due to the time it takes to assist marketplace consumers, some brokers
report that they lose money on each marketplace enrollment, and so have stopped marketing their
services or operate only through referrals. Others say they are uneasy about selling short-term plans
despite the higher commissions, given the plans’ risks for people with pre-existing conditions. See
Sabrina Corlette et al., “Perspective from Brokers: The Individual Market Stabilizes While Short-Term and
Other Alternative Products Pose Risks,” Urban Institute, April 2020, https://www.urban.org/research/
publication/perspective-brokers-individual-market-stabilizes-while-short-term-and-other-alternative-
products-pose-risks.

" House report, op. cit., p. 48.
12 Hansen and Dieguez, op. cit., p. 3.

13 Tara Straw, “Direct Enrollment’ in Marketplace Coverage Lacks Protections for Consumers, Exposes

Them to Harm,” CBPP, March 15, 2019, https://www.cbpp.org/research/health/direct-enroliment-in-
marketplace-coverage-lacks-protections-for-consumers-exposes.
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Substandard plans are not required to cover all essential health benefits, leaving (our
population) potentially without access to necessary health services unless they are able
to pay out of pocket. More than one-third of substandard plans do not cover most do
prescription drug benefits for example.'4 [Insert one sentence about why presriptions
are important for your population]. On top of that, substandard plans are allowed to
exclude coverage for pre-existing conditions altogether and charge more for people with
pre-existing conditions like (insert diagnosis). That leaves (your population) vulnerable
to catastrophic costs, limited access to care, and other negative consequences.

Because it would harm consumer The ACA requires that Section 1332 waivers cover as
many people, with coverage as affordable and comprehensive, as would be covered
absent the waiver, without increasing the federal deficit. Georgia’s waiver fails these
tests.There is a high chance that the waiver would cause thousands of Georgians to
lose coverage and no reason to expect it would meaningfully increase coverage. It also
would likely leave many Georgians with less affordable or less comprehensive coverage
than they would otherwise have.

Despite our concerns related to the Georgia Access portion of the state’s waiver
application, JCRC of Atlanta is supportive of the proposed reinsurance program. Like
those approved in other states, the reinsurance portion of Georgia’s proposal would
reduce premiums and provide market stability. It would be a positive move forward for
Georgia consumers.

Thank you in advance for your consideration of our comments on Georgia’s Section
1332 waiver application.

Sincerely,

Leslie Anderson
Director JCRC Atlanta
Abbie Fuksman
JCRC Board Member

14 Kaiser Family Foundation, https://www.kff.org/health-reform/issue-brief/understanding-short-term-
limited-duration-health-insurance/
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September 14, 2020

The Honorable Alex Azar, Secretary

U.S. Department of Health and Human Services
200 Independence Avenue, S.W.

Washington, DC 20201

Dear Secretary Azar:

The Georgia Chapter of the American Academy of Pediatrics (Georgia AAP), is the
professional association representing over 1,800 pediatricians and pediatric
subspecialists from across the state. We are dedicated to the health, safety and well-
being of all Georgia infants, children, adolescents, and young adults. We appreciate
the opportunity to provide comments on the proposed and modified Section 1332
State Relief and Empowerment Waiver Application.

As pediatricians, we know the importance of access to affordable, high-quality
health insurance, for children and their parents and caregivers. Meaningful health
insurance coverage means preventive screenings and services that catch and treat
disease earlier, before it becomes acute, harmful, and expensive to treat. Healthy
parents have healthier children, and healthier parents are better equipped to care for
and meet the needs of their children. Good health insurance is also critically
important for parents, caregivers, and ultimately all adults, as a healthy child starts
with a healthy family.

We applaud Georgia’s reinsurance proposal that would drive down the cost of
health insurance premiums for Georgia families. Experience from other states
would suggest that reinsurance can be a successful method of achieving premium
savings while protecting higher-risk individuals and stabilizing insurance markets. '

However, we do have concerns regarding the state’s proposal to exit the federal
insurance marketplace with no substitute. Moving administration away from a
centralized marketplace toward commercial brokers and insurers has the significant
potential of leaving families at risk. Almost 500,000 Georgia residents currently
obtain health insurance, including Medicaid, through the federal marketplace,
healthcare.gov. Moving from a central marketplace to a fragmented system could
lead to confusion among families who are familiar with the current marketplace.
Families could inadvertently miss the sign-up deadline for coverage, resulting in
thousands of families and children losing necessary coverage and services. As this
waiver would also permit for non-qualified health plans (QHP), such as short-term
limited-duration plans, to be sold alongside comprehensive insurance, families
could unintentionally sign up for plans that do not offer them all of the coverage and
services they and their children need.

1. https://avalere.com/press-releases/state-run-reinsurance-programs-reduce-aca-premiums-
by-19-9-on-average

DEDICATED TO THE HEALTH OF ALL CHILDREN™
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Additionally, healthcare.gov provides families and children with information to help
them determine their eligibility for the Medicaid program and assists them in enrolling.

These changes mean that Medicaid eligible children may not know they can sign up for
the program and miss out on comprehensive, affordable, child-specific coverage.

The state assumes that the use of web-brokers will result in higher rates of insurance in
the state.

However, this assumption fails to take into account that these brokers are already
permitted to sell insurance directly to consumers and currently account for 21 percent of
the state’s total enrollment for the 2020 plan year.! It is more likely that this proposed
change would result in coverage losses rather than gains. Many individuals are likely to
lose coverage due to the fact that there would be no automatic re-enrollment, as
consumers are currently used to, and they would have to identify a new private vendor
platform and create an entirely new enrollment application. Due to this, the waiver
proposal does not meet the statutory requirement that a 1332 waiver may not decrease the
number of people with health insurance coverage.

For the above stated reasons, we ask that this waiver application be denied.

Thank you for the opportunity to provide comments on this proposed Section 1332
waiver. We hope you take the thoughts of Georgia's pediatricians into consideration as
you contemplate this waiver proposal. If you have questions regarding our concerns,
please contact the Chapter Executive Director, Richard W. Ward, CAE, at
rward@gaaap.org or 404-881-5090.

Sincerely,

-

f/ ;‘1 i —
// ‘fﬁ»t_/yr /“_J’ ~~)

Hugo Scornik, MD
President, Georgia AAP

2. https://www.brookings.edu/research/georgias-latest-1332-proposal-continues-to-violate-the-aca/
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September 14, 2020

To: The Honorable Alex M. Azar, Secretary, Department of Health and Human Services
The Honorable Steven Mnuchin, Secretary, Department of the Treasury
The Honorable Seema Verma, Administrator, Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services

Submitted by email to: StatelnnovationWaivers@cms.hhs.gov

Subject: Georgia Section 1332 Waiver Comments

From: Callan Wells
GEEARS: Georgia Early Education Alliance for Ready Students
cwells@geears.org

Dear Secretary Azar, Secretary Mnuchin, and Administrator Verma,

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on Georgia’s proposal to waive federal rules under the
Affordable Care Act (ACA). | represent GEEARS: Georgia Early Education Alliance for Ready Students, a
non-profit, non-partisan advocacy and research organization focusing on policies that impact the
healthy development and early education of children 0-5. | am writing to express my deep concern
about this waiver. Under the proposal, the state would exit the federal marketplace with no substitute.
This would eliminate the central source of help for the roughly 500,000 Georgians who enroll in private
health plans or Medicaid through HealthCare.gov, many of whom are parents of young children

Georgia’s application frames the waiver as a solution for the state’s high uninsured rate. But the best
solution to that problem is to join 38 other states and DC and adopt the ACA’s expansion of Medicaid to
low-income adults. We are concerned that Georgia is instead proposing a fragmented system that could
cause tens of thousands of Georgians to fall through the cracks and lose coverage altogether. ! Of
particular concern to GEEARS is the high number of working parents who currently fall into the coverage
gap or rely on the well-known and trusted federal exchange. We know that children whose parents are
insured are more likely to be insured themselves. Currently, Georgia has an 8.1% uninsured rate for
children, much higher than the national average. We also know that young children with healthy
parents, both physically and mentally, will have better health and educational outcomes.? Prior to the
economic devastation caused by the pandemic, Georgia had the third worst uninsured rate in the nation
at 13.7%.3 We strongly urge you not to approve the 1332 waiver application and instead encourage
Georgia to adopt Medicaid expansion, which would sharply reduce the state’s increasingly high
uninsured rate and help with responding to the ongoing pandemic.

! Tara Straw, “Tens of Thousands Could Lose Coverage Under Georgia’s 1332 Proposal,” Center on Budget and
Policy Priorities, September 1, 2020. https://www.cbpp.org/research/health/tens-of-thousands-could-lose-
coverage-under-georgias-1332-waiver-proposal

2 Joan Alker, “The Number of Uninsured Children on the Rise, October 2019. https://ccf.georgetown.edu/wp-
content/uploads/2019/10/Uninsured-Kids-Report.pdf

3 Andy Miller, “Georgia now has third-highest percentage uninsured, report shows,” Georgia Health News,
September 10,2019. http://www.georgiahealthnews.com/2019/09/state-third-highest-rate-uninsured-census-
report-shows/
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The Proposal Will Insure Fewer People and Encourage Enrollment in Subpar Plans

The ACA 1332 waiver would change where and how consumers purchase health coverage. In 2020, the
vast majority (79 percent) of Georgia marketplace enrollees used HealthCare.gov to sign up for
coverage, even though they already had the option to use a private broker or insurer website. Georgia’s
waiver would eliminate the one-stop shop of HealthCare.gov, requiring people in the state to use private
insurance companies and brokers to compare plans, apply for financial assistance, and enroll in
coverage. This would undoubtedly increase confusion about where and how to access good-quality
health coverage, hindering enrollment and prompting many people to give up and become uninsured.
Contrary to the promise of expanded choices, this waiver would rob consumers of their only option for a
guaranteed, central source of unbiased information on the comprehensive coverage available to them.

Moreover, private brokers and insurers who operate through HealthCare.gov have a track record of
failing to alert consumers of Medicaid eligibility and picking and choosing the plans they offer, often
based on the size of plan commissions.* This is especially concerning as 45% of children 0-5 were
Medicaid or CHIP eligible before the pandemic,® and Medicaid enrollment has increased in Georgia since
the start of the pandemic.® This could leave children whose parents must now rely on a broker to find
subpar plans without the free Medicaid coverage to which they are entitled.

Georgia’s waiver proposes that substandard plans, such as short-term plans, would be presented
alongside comprehensive insurance. Even now, brokers sometimes steer people into such plans, which
often come with higher commissions, a tactic that has continued during the pandemic.” People enrolled
in subpar plans are subject to punitive exclusions of their pre-existing conditions, benefit limitations, and
caps on plan reimbursements that expose them to potentially high out-of-pocket costs. A study of short-
term plans in Atlanta earlier this year showed that even though people would pay lower premiums up-
front, they could be responsible for out-of-pocket costs several times higher for common or serious
conditions, such as diabetes or a heart attack. The most popular plan in Atlanta refused to cover
prescription drugs, mental health services, or maternity services, had pre-existing condition exclusions,
and had a deductible three times as high as an ACA-compliant plan. & Georgia currently has some of the

4 Tara Straw, ““Direct Enrollment” in Marketplace Coverage Lacks Protections for Consumers, Exposes Them to
Harm,” Center on Budget and Policy Priorities, March 15, 2019, https://www.cbpp.org/research/health/direct-
enrollment-in-marketplace-coverage-lacks-protections-for-consumers-exposes

5 Georgetown Center for Children and Families, “Medicaid’s Role for Young Children,” December 2016.
https://ccf.georgetown.edu/wp-content/uploads/2017/02/MedicaidYoungChildren.pdf

& Andy Miller, “Medicaid enrollment climbs as pandemic brings hardship,” Georgia Health News, June 2020.
http://www.georgiahealthnews.com/2020/06/medicaid-enrollment-climbs-pandemic-brings-hardship

7 Christen Linke Young and Kathleen Hannick, “Misleading marketing of short-term health plans amid COVID-19,”
Brookings Institution, March 24, 2020, https://www.brookings.edu/blog/usc-brookings-schaeffer-on-health-
policy/2020/03/24/misleading-marketing-of-short-term-health-plans-amid-covid-19/.

8 Dane Hansen and Gabriela Dieguez, “The impact of short-term limited-duration policy expansion on patients and
the ACA individual market,” Milliman, February 2020,
https://www.lIs.org/sites/default/files/National/USA/Pdf/STLD-Impact-Report-Final-Public.pdf; Kelsey Waddill,
“Do Short-Term Limited Duration Plans Deserve Industry Skepticism?,” HealthPayerIntelligence, March 4, 2020,
https://healthpayerintelligence.com/news/do-short-term-limited-duration-plans-deserve-industry-skepticism.
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highest maternal and infant mortality rates in the country; steering women to plans without maternity
services puts women and their babies at even high risk for fatal outcomes.®

The Proposal Violates Statutory Requirements

Because it would likely increase the number of uninsured Georgians and leave many others with worse
coverage, the ACA waiver fails to meet the statutory “guardrails” intended to ensure that people who
live in states that implement an ACA waiver are not worse off than they would be without the waiver.
Section 1332(b)(1) of the ACA requires that ACA waivers cover as many people, with coverage as
affordable and comprehensive, as without the waiver. However, under the proposed waiver, the
coverage that many Georgians would have would be less comprehensive, and more people would find
themselves with less affordable coverage and out-of-pocket costs than would be the case without the
waiver. Georgia would likely see a reduction, rather than an increase, in coverage under the 1332
waiver. The waiver therefore does not meet the guardrails under federal law and is not approvable.

In addition to our concerns about the impact of the waiver on Georgians, we are deeply concerned
about the precedent that would be set by approving a waiver that is expected to result in more people
uninsured and more people enrolled in plans that do not provide comprehensive coverage than without
the waiver, directly violating the statutory requirements.

Georgia Has Better Options to Address Waiver’s Purported Goals

Notably, the waiver also includes a proposal to establish a reinsurance program. Similar programs have
been successfully implemented in other states, reducing premiums for unsubsidized consumers. Georgia
could move forward with this proposal while dropping the harmful components of the waiver.

Even more important, Medicaid expansion offers Georgia the opportunity to expand coverage to
hundreds of thousands of people. That would result in significant benefits to the state’s residents,
including fewer premature deaths and improved access to care and financial security for people gaining
coverage.®!! Georgia should expand Medicaid rather than upending the state’s insurance market at
great risk to consumers. Medicaid expansion would be critical for reducing poor outcomes for parents
and children in Georgia. Women would have access to ongoing care that would reduce pre-existing
conditions that lead to poor birth outcomes. Working parents would have access to physical and mental
health care. Healthy parents are more likely to raise healthy children. Currently around 76% of Georgia’s

% Ariel Hart, “Georgia maternal death rate, once ranked highest in the U.S., worse now,” The Atlanta Journal
Constitution, September 30, 2018. https://www.ajc.com/news/state--regional-govt--politics/georgia-maternal-
death-rate-once-ranked-worst-worse-now/qG8xWYMufoW2OEiiZNDRmM/

10 Matt Broaddus and Aviva Aron-Dine, “Medicaid Expansion Has Saved at Least 19,000 Lives, New Research
Finds,” Center on Budget and Policy Priorities, November 6, 2019,
https://www.cbpp.org/research/health/medicaid-expansion-has-saved-at-least-19000-lives-new-research-finds

11 Center on Budget and Policy Priorities, “Chart Book: The Far-Reaching Benefits of the Affordable Care Act’s
Medicaid Expansion,” Updated November 6, 2019, https://www.cbpp.org/research/health/chart-book-the-far-
reaching-benefits-of-the-affordable-care-acts-medicaid
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children live at or near poverty, meaning their parents would benefit from Medicaid expansion.?
Parents cannot properly care for their children when their own physical and mental health needs are not
met. Not expanding Medicaid is hurting not just Georgia’s uninsured adults, but their children as well.

GEEARS strongly urges HHS to reject this waiver proposal and instead support Georgia’s mothers and
fathers by encouraging Georgia to expand Medicaid.

Sincerely,

Callan Wells

Health Policy Manager

GEEARS: Georgia Early Education Alliance for Ready Students

12 Georgetown University Health Policy Institute and The American Academy of Pediatrics “Georgia: Snapshot of
Children’s Coverage”, https://ccf.georgetown.edu/wp-content/uploads/2017/02/Georgia-Medicaid-CHIP-new-
v2.pdf
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CLASP

Policy solutions that work for low-income people

September 15, 2020
To: The Honorable Alex M. Azar, Secretary, Department of Health and Human Services
The Honorable Steven Mnuchin, Secretary, Department of the Treasury

The Honorable Seema Verma, Administrator, Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services

Submitted by email to: StatelnnovationWaivers@cms.hhs.gov

Subject: Georgia Section 1332 Waiver Comments
From: Suzanne Wikle

Center for Law and Social Policy (CLASP)
swikle@clasp.org

Dear Secretary Azar, Secretary Mnuchin, and Administrator Verma,

| am writing on behalf of the Center for Law and Social Policy (CLASP). CLASP is a national, nonpartisan, anti-
poverty nonprofit advancing policy solutions for low-income people. We work at both the federal and state levels,
supporting policy and practice that makes a difference in the lives of people living in conditions of poverty. CLASP
submits the following comments in response to Georgia’s 1332 waiver request to exit the federal marketplace
with no substitution. CLASP has deep concerns about Georgia’s wavier request because it would eliminate the
central source of help for the roughly 500,000 Georgians who enroll in private health plans or Medicaid through
healthcare.gov.

Georgia’s application frames the waiver as a solution for the state’s high uninsured rate. But the best solution to
that problem is to join 38 other states and DC and adopt the ACA’s expansion of Medicaid to adults with low
incomes. CLASP is distressed that Georgia is instead proposing a fragmented system that could cause tens of
thousands of Georgians to fall through the cracks and lose coverage altogether, while other people would likely
end up in skimpy plans that impose high costs if they get sick.* CLASP strongly urges you not to approve the 1332
waiver application and instead encourage Georgia to adopt Medicaid expansion, which would sharply reduce the
state’s uninsured rate, help with responding to the ongoing pandemic, and bring billions in additional federal
funding into the state.

The Proposal Will Insure Fewer People and Encourage Enroliment in Subpar Plans

The ACA 1332 waiver would change where and how consumers purchase health coverage. In 2020, the vast
majority (79 percent) of Georgia marketplace enrollees used HealthCare.gov to sign up for coverage, even though
they already had the option to use a private broker or insurer website. Georgia’s waiver would eliminate the one-
stop shop of HealthCare.gov, requiring people in the state to use private insurance companies and brokers to
compare plans, apply for financial assistance, and enroll in coverage. This would undoubtedly increase confusion

! Tara Straw, “Tens of Thousands Could Lose Coverage Under Georgia’s 1332 Proposal,” Center on Budget and Policy
Priorities, September 1, 2020. https://www.cbpp.org/research/health/tens-of-thousands-could-lose-coverage-under-
georgias-1332-waiver-proposal

1310 L St. NW, Suite 900 e Washington, D.C. 20005 e (202) 906-8000 e clasp.org
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about where and how to access good-quality health coverage, hindering enrollment and prompting many people
to give up and become uninsured. Contrary to the promise of expanded choices, this waiver would rob consumers
of their only option for a guaranteed, central source of unbiased information on the comprehensive coverage
available to them.

CLASP has engaged in extensive work examining the barriers to people enrolling in programs for which they are
eligible, such as Medicaid and Advanced Premium Tax Credits (APTCs). The evidence is clear that the less
streamlined and more cumbersome an application process it, the fewer people will enroll. Healthcare.gov
provides a streamlined approach to health insurance enrollment, whether people are eligible for Medicaid or
APTCs, or are purchasing insurance without APTCs. Removing this tool and instead relying on individual brokers or
insurer websites adds unnecessary layers and burdens that will result in people not completing the process to
enroll in health insurance.

Moreover, private brokers and insurers who operate through HealthCare.gov have a track record of failing to alert
consumers of Medicaid eligibility and picking and choosing the plans they offer, often based on the size of plan
commissions.? Indeed, in the system Georgia is proposing, people who are eligible for Medicaid could have a
much harder time finding help with enroliment because Medicaid generally doesn’t pay commissions and agents
and brokers have no incentive to fill the gap left for this population that would result from eliminating
HealthCare.gov. By contrast, HealthCare.gov automatically transfers the applications of people who are assessed
eligible for Medicaid to the state agency.

Georgia’s waiver proposes that substandard plans, such as short-term plans, would be presented alongside
comprehensive insurance. Even now, brokers sometimes steer people into such plans, which often come with
higher commissions, a tactic that has continued during the pandemic.? People enrolled in subpar plans are subject
to punitive exclusions of their pre-existing conditions, benefit limitations, and caps on plan reimbursements that
expose them to potentially high out-of-pocket costs. A study of short-term plans in Atlanta earlier this year
showed that even though people would pay lower premiums up-front, they could be responsible for out-of-
pocket costs several times higher for common or serious conditions, such as diabetes or a heart attack. The most
popular plan in Atlanta refused to cover prescription drugs, mental health services, or maternity services, had pre-
existing condition exclusions, and had a deductible three times as high as an ACA-compliant plan.*

The Proposal Violates Statutory Requirements

Because it would likely increase the number of uninsured Georgians and leave many others with worse coverage,
the ACA waiver fails to meet the statutory “guardrails” intended to ensure that people who live in states that
implement an ACA waiver are not worse off than they would be without the waiver. Section 1332(b)(1) of the ACA
requires that ACA waivers cover as many people, with coverage as affordable and comprehensive, as without the

2 Tara Straw, ““Direct Enrollment” in Marketplace Coverage Lacks Protections for Consumers, Exposes Them to Harm,” Center
on Budget and Policy Priorities, March 15, 2019, https://www.cbpp.org/research/health/direct-enrollment-in-marketplace-
coverage-lacks-protections-for-consumers-exposes

3 Christen Linke Young and Kathleen Hannick, “Misleading marketing of short-term health plans amid COVID-19,” Brookings
Institution, March 24, 2020, https://www.brookings.edu/blog/usc-brookings-schaeffer-on-health-
policy/2020/03/24/misleading-marketing-of-short-term-health-plans-amid-covid-19/.

4 Dane Hansen and Gabriela Dieguez, “The impact of short-term limited-duration policy expansion on patients and the ACA
individual market,” Milliman, February 2020, https://www.lls.org/sites/default/files/National/USA/Pdf/STLD-Impact-Report-
Final-Public.pdf; Kelsey Waddill, “Do Short-Term Limited Duration Plans Deserve Industry Skepticism?,”
HealthPayerintelligence, March 4, 2020, https://healthpayerintelligence.com/news/do-short-term-limited-duration-plans-
deserve-industry-skepticism.

1310 L St. NW, Suite 900 e Washington, D.C. 20005 e (202) 906-8000 e clasp.org


https://www.cbpp.org/research/health/direct-enrollment-in-marketplace-coverage-lacks-protections-for-consumers-exposes
https://www.cbpp.org/research/health/direct-enrollment-in-marketplace-coverage-lacks-protections-for-consumers-exposes
https://www.brookings.edu/blog/usc-brookings-schaeffer-on-health-policy/2020/03/24/misleading-marketing-of-short-term-health-plans-amid-covid-19/
https://www.brookings.edu/blog/usc-brookings-schaeffer-on-health-policy/2020/03/24/misleading-marketing-of-short-term-health-plans-amid-covid-19/
https://www.lls.org/sites/default/files/National/USA/Pdf/STLD-Impact-Report-Final-Public.pdf
https://www.lls.org/sites/default/files/National/USA/Pdf/STLD-Impact-Report-Final-Public.pdf
https://healthpayerintelligence.com/news/do-short-term-limited-duration-plans-deserve-industry-skepticism
https://healthpayerintelligence.com/news/do-short-term-limited-duration-plans-deserve-industry-skepticism
http:clasp.org
http:HealthCare.gov
http:HealthCare.gov
http:HealthCare.gov
http:Healthcare.gov

waiver. However, under the proposed waiver, the coverage that many Georgians would have would be less
comprehensive, and more people would find themselves with less affordable coverage and out-of-pocket costs
than would be the case without the waiver. And Georgia would likely see a reduction, rather than an increase, in
coverage under the 1332 waiver. The waiver therefore does not meet the guardrails under federal law and is not
approvable.

In addition to our concerns about the impact of the waiver on Georgians, we are deeply concerned about the
precedent that would be set by approving a waiver that is expected to result in more people uninsured and more
people enrolled in plans that do not provide comprehensive coverage than without the waiver, directly violating
the statutory requirements.

Georgia Has Better Options to Address Waiver’s Purported Goals

Notably, the waiver also includes a proposal to establish a reinsurance program. Similar programs have been
successfully implemented in other states, reducing premiums for unsubsidized consumers. Georgia could move
forward with this proposal while dropping the harmful components of the waiver.

Even more important, Medicaid expansion offers Georgia the opportunity to expand coverage to hundreds of
thousands of people. That would result in significant benefits to the state’s residents, including fewer premature
deaths and improved access to care and financial security for people gaining coverage.>® It should do so, rather
than upending the state’s insurance market at great risk to consumers. If the true aim of the state is to increase
the number of Georgians with health insurance, expanding Medicaid is the best way to demonstrate that
commitment. Without expansion, hundreds of thousands of Georgians will remain in the coverage gap with no
affordable options for care. Should the state’s request to leave the federal marketplace and not replace it with a
state marketplace move forward, the lack of Medicaid expansion leaves those in the coverage gap particularly
vulnerable to persuasion to buy skinny plans that may appear affordable but in reality offer little to no actual
health coverage.

Thank you for considering CLASP’s comments. Contact Suzanne Wikle (swikle@clasp.org) with any questions.

5 Matt Broaddus and Aviva Aron-Dine, “Medicaid Expansion Has Saved at Least 19,000 Lives, New Research Finds,” Center on
Budget and Policy Priorities, November 6, 2019, https://www.cbpp.org/research/health/medicaid-expansion-has-saved-at-
least-19000-lives-new-research-finds

6 Center on Budget and Policy Priorities, “Chart Book: The Far-Reaching Benefits of the Affordable Care Act’s Medicaid
Expansion,” Updated November 6, 2019, https://www.cbpp.org/research/health/chart-book-the-far-reaching-benefits-of-
the-affordable-care-acts-medicaid

1310 L St. NW, Suite 900 e Washington, D.C. 20005 e (202) 906-8000 e clasp.org
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September 15, 2020

To: The Honorable Alex M. Azar, Secretary, Department of Health and Human Services
The Honorable Steven Mnuchin, Secretary, Department of the Treasury
The Honorable Seema Verma, Administrator, Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services

Submitted via stateinnovationwaivers@cms.hhs.gov

Subject: Georgia Section 1332 Waiver Comments

From: Laura Colbert, Georgians for a Healthy Future, Icolbert@healthyfuturega.org

Dear Secretary Azar, Secretary Mnuchin, and Administrator Verma,

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on Georgia’s proposal to waive federal rules
under the Affordable Care Act (ACA). | am writing on behalf of Georgians for a Healthy
Future to express our organization’s concern about Georgia’s ACA Section 1332
waiver.

Georgians for a Healthy Future (GHF) is a statewide, non-profit consumer health
advocacy and policy organization. Our organization’s vision is of a day when all
Georgians have access to the quality, affordable health care they need to live healthy
lives and contribute to the health of their communities. Since 2010, we have been
actively engaged in monitoring and advocating on ACA implementation issues that
impact health care consumers in our state. GHF regularly fields calls and questions
from consumers with individual coverage as they navigate a dynamic health care
landscape.

While we are supportive of the reinsurance program as outlined, we believe that the
proposed Georgia Access model will put Georgia consumers and families at risk of
becoming un- or under-insured altogether. Georgians with chronic diseases, consumers
with little or no experience buying or using health insurance, those with limited English
proficiency, Georgians with low health literacy skills, rural Georgians, people of color in
Georgia, and those who are eligible for but unenrolled in Medicaid would be most at risk
of experiencing adverse consequences from the outlined plan.

Georgians for a Healthy Future would like to specifically document the following
concerns with the Georgia Access waiver.
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1. Fragmenting the insurance market would confuse consumers and discourage
enroliment

Under the Georgia Access proposal, enroliment would likely decrease because buying
insurance would become harder for Georgia consumers. Purchasing health insurance is
a complex and costly undertaking. For the 79 percent of Georgia’s marketplace
enrollees who use HealthCare.gov to shop for and enroll in health insurance, eliminating
their preferred enrollment platform could not only cause confusion, it could paralyze
them, possibly to the extent of making no decision at all. 1

It is well documented that having too many choices makes it difficult for consumers to
make a choice.2,;3 Under the proposed system consumers would be required to choose
among crowds of vendors before even beginning the process of selecting a specific
health plan, with no guarantee of a single platform on which to see and compare all plan
choices on equal terms. It should be expected that Georgians would be confused and
have difficulty to making an informed choice. At the worst, some consumers may not
make a choice at all.

2. Georgians eligible for Medicaid are unlikely to receive enroliment assistance

HealthCare.gov facilitates Medicaid enroliment with a “no-wrong-door” application that
routes Georgians to the program for which they are eligible based on their family size,

income, and other factors. In 2020, at least 38,000 Georgians enrolled in Medicaid via

HealthCare.gov.4 Because Medicaid covers half of all Georgia children, this enroliment
pathway is especially important for low- and middle-income Georgia families.

Brokers and insurers have no incentive to provide assistance to consumers who are
screened as eligible for Medicaid rather than subsidized marketplace coverage, and as
a result, they are unlikely to provide these Georgians with any help. A search on
HealthCare.gov shows more than 1100 agents and brokers that enroll people in
coverage in one Atlanta zip code but zero agents and brokers that say they will assist
with Medicaid/CHIP enroliment.s This is worrisome for Georgia consumers and families
because the Medicaid enrollment process can be opaque, confusing, and slow. Without
assistance, some may not make it through the Medicaid enrollment process, despite
their eligibility for the program.

1 Georgia Section 1332 State Innovation Waiver as submitted to CMS on July 31, 2020;
Waivers/Section_1332_state_Innovation_Waivers- (hereafter, Waiver).
2 Consumers Union, “The Evidence is Clear: Too Many Health Insurance Choices Can Impair, Not Help,

Consumer Decision Making,” November 2012, https://advocacy.consumerreports.org/wp-

3 J. Michael McWilliams et al.,_“ComEIex Me(ﬂcare_Advantage Choices May Overwhelm Seniors —
Especially Those With Impaired Decision Making,” Health Affairs, September 2011,

4 CMS, op. cit.

5 Center on Budget & Policy Priorities analysis. HealthCare.gov search conducted on August 14, 2020,
using the 30310 zip code.
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3. In the transition from HealthCare.gov to the Georgia Access system,
Georgians will lose coverage

The disruption created by the state’s transition away from HealthCare.gov is likely to
produce a drop in enrollment among Georgia consumers. The waiver proposal
estimates the loss of enrollees due to the change from one system to another at about 2
percent (8,000 people). However other states’ experiences show this figure is
unrealistic.e In 2017, Kentucky saw a reduction of 13 percent in its marketplace
enrollment following a transition to the federal marketplace, compared to a 4 percent
decline nationally.7 Nevada’s marketplace enrollment fell by 7 percent in 2020 after its
transition to a state-based marketplace, compared to flat enroliment nationally.s Similar
declines in Georgia would translate into a drop of 25,000-46,000 Georgians in
marketplace enrollment.o Enroliment declines of this scope would outweigh the
increases expected by the waiver (27,000).

Drops in enrollment are even more likely given that minimal funding has been budgeted
for the transition. The state’s proposal sets aside about one-third of the low amount it
previously estimated would be needed. This funding seems to be solely dedicated to the
technological transition, but no specific funds have been allocated to help consumers
understand the transition, how the new system will function, their options for enroliment,
or how to find free, unbiased enroliment assistance.

4. The steering of healthier consumers towards substandard plans would make
comprehensive coverage more expensive for those who need it

Georgia’s proposal would give insurers, brokers, and other sellers new opportunities to
steer healthier consumers toward substandard plans. These kinds of plans leave
consumers exposed to catastrophic costs if they get sick. The adverse selection caused
by healthier consumers moving to substandard plans could make comprehensive
coverage more expensive for Georgians with chronic conditions and others who need it,
reducing their enrollment as well.

Brokers and insurers have incentives to steer consumers toward substandard plans
(e.g. short-term and single-disease plans). For brokers, these plans tend to pay higher

6 Waiver, op. cit., p. 71.
7 Sarah Lueck, “Adopting a State-Based Health Insurance Marketplace Poses RISkS and Challenges
CBPP, February 6, 2020 https:

8 CBPP calculatlons from CMS public use files. See also, Nevada Health Link, “Nevada’s State Based
Exchange Announces Enroliment F|gures for Plan Year 2020,” December 23, 2019,

Sarah Lueck Adoptmg a State-Based Healthlnsurance Marketplace

EnrollmenLRelease;lZZ&J&pdf
Poses Risks and Challenges CBPP, February6 2020 https://www.cbpp.org/research/health/adopting-

9 As th|s calculat|on |nd|cates enrollment declmes due to theGeorgla Access Model would likely exceed
the modest increases (about 2,000 people) Georgia projects from the reinsurance program and the total
increase Georgia projects under the waiver (27,000).
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commissions; short-term plans pay up to ten times as much as ACA-compliant plans.1o
Insurers benefit because short-term plans are not required to meet the same medical
loss ratio standards as ACA-compliant plans.11

Healthier and younger Georgia would be more likely to choose short-term plans, since
less healthy people—like those living in rural areas, as well as Black Georgians and
other people of color—are less likely to qualify for such a policy and face higher
premiums when they do. If healthier consumers leave the ACA-compliant market,
premiums are likely to rise as its risk pool becomes less healthy. (Similarly, the recent
expansion of short-term plans nationally caused premiums for comprehensive coverage
to go up by an average of 0.5 to 4 percent.12

5. The enrollment of rural Georgians and Georgians of color in substandard
plans would further threaten their health and economic well-being.

The enhanced direct enrollment programs demonstrate that some insurance sellers
screen applicants before beginning the enroliment process and then divert some toward
substandard plans that leave enrollees with chronic conditions and other health needs
exposed to unaffordable costs.13 Even in less egregious circumstances, these
companies are allowed to show substandard plans alongside comprehensive plans,
thus encouraging Georgia consumers to enroll in substandard plans.

Substandard plans are not required to cover the ten essential health benefits, leaving
Georgians of color and rural residents, among others, potentially without meaningful
access to health services. More than one-third of substandard plans do not

cover prescription drug benefits for example, and more than half do not cover mental
health services.14 For Georgians of color and rural Georgians, who are likelier to have
chronic health conditions, prescription drugs are one of the most cost-effective ways to
maintain their health and well-being. On top of that, substandard plans are allowed to
exclude coverage for pre-existing conditions altogether and charge more for people with
pre-existing conditions like substance use disorders, asthma, and now COVID-19. That
leaves Georgians of color, rural Georgians, and others vulnerable to catastrophic costs,
limited access to care, and other negative consequences under this proposal.

10 House report, op. cit., p. 43. Due to the time it takes to assist marketplace consumers, some brokers
report that they lose money on each marketplace enrollment, and so have stopped marketing their
services or operate only through referrals. Others say they are uneasy about selling short-term plans
despite the higher commissions, given the plans’ risks for people with pre-existing conditions. See
Sabrina Corlette et al., “Perspective from Brokers: The Individual Market Stabilizes While Short-Term and
Other Alternative Products Pose Rrsks ? Urban Instrtute Aprll 2020

11 House report, op. cit., p. 48.
12 Hansen and Dieguez op. cit.,, p. 3.
13 Tara Straw, “Direct Enrollment in Marketplace Coverage Lacks Protections for Consumers, Exposes

Them to Harm,” CBPP, March 15, 2019, https://www.cbpp.org/research/health/direct-enrollment-in-

marketplace-coverage-lacks-protections-for-consumers-exposes.
14 Kaiser Family Foundation, https://www_.kff.org/health-reform/issue-brief/understanding-short-term-
limited-duration-health-insurance/
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6. The Georgia Access waiver violates the statutory guardrails set forth in
Section 1332 the Affordable Care Act.

Because it would harm Georgia consumers and families, the Georgia Access waiver is
not approvable under federal law. Georgia’s waiver fails the ACA’s tests of coverage,
comprehensiveness, and affordability. There is a high chance that the waiver would
cause thousands of Georgians to lose coverage and no reason to expect it would
meaningfully increase coverage. It also would likely leave many Georgians with less
affordable or less comprehensive coverage than they would otherwise have. These
violations of federal law make the waiver ineligible for approval by federal officials.

*kkkk

Despite our concerns related to the Georgia Access portion of the state’s waiver
application, Georgians for a Healthy Future supports the regional reinsurance program
as proposed. Like those approved in other states, the reinsurance portion of Georgia’s
proposal would lower premiums. provide market stability and benefit Georgia
consumers.

Before closing this letter, we would like to call your attention to the attachment. We have
taken the liberty to attach all public comments from the state’s public comment period
which took place from July 9 to July 23, 2020. We encourage the reviewers of Georgia’s
proposal to consider the strong sentiments expressed by most commenters against the
waiver.

Thank you for your consideration of our comments, and those we are submitting
alongside our own, on Georgia’s Section 1332 waiver application. Please contact me
with any questions you have regarding our comments.

Sincerely,

Laura Colbert

Executive Director

Georgians for a Healthy Future
404-890-5804

Icolbert@healthyfuturega.org
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The Honorable Brian Kemp
206 Washington Street
Suite 203, State Capitol
Atlanta, GA 30334

Dear Governor Kemp:

The undersigned organizations represent millions of individuals facing serious, acute and chronic health
conditions in Georgia. As you know, the state released a new version of its Section 1332 waiver
application on July 9. This application is materially different from the one that preceded it, which itself
was materially different from the initial draft of the application (the only version of these sweeping
proposals on which the state permitted public comment, back in the fall of 2019). We write today to
express our serious concerns with the proposals contained in the new application, and with the
insufficient amount of time that the state has allotted for the public, in the midst of a pandemic, to
provide input. We respectfully request that you extend the comment period on the state’s Section 1332
waiver application to at least 30 days.

While the application released on July 9 removes several policies that our organizations have previously
opposed, we remain deeply concerned that the Georgia Access Model, as currently envisioned, will
jeopardize access to quality and affordable healthcare coverage for patients with pre-existing
conditions. Under the Georgia Access Model, the state would deny Georgians the freedom to enroll in
coverage through Healthcare.gov and instead require that they use insurers, brokers, and private
websites (options available to them already). This plan increases the risk that people will enroll in
coverage with inadequate benefits through private entities that may not help patients choose the best
plan for their health needs.

A fifteen-day comment period is not sufficient to solicit meaningful comments on a proposal that would
have such a substantial impact on access to care for patients in Georgia. A change of this significance
should be subject to a full comment period of at least 30 days to ensure that stakeholders, including the
healthcare industry, patients and consumers and other interested parties, are able to adequately
respond to the request for comment.
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Since the state released the first, now outdated, version of its waiver application last year, COVID-19 has
overwhelmed our healthcare system and highlighted that the need for adequate and affordable health
insurance coverage more than ever. If someone without health insurance contracts the COVID-19 virus,
they may be forced to make the difficult decision to not be tested and treated due to fears about the
cost of care. That puts all Georgians — particularly the people we represent — at risk. The state’s
proposals are not directly related to COVID-19 and not slated to take effect until 2022. We ask that the
state reconsider its decision to cut short the public comment period on the new application and instead
allow additional time to facilitate public review of and input on these important proposals.

Sincerely,

American Cancer Society Cancer Action Network
American Heart Association

American Lung Association

Arthritis Foundation

Cystic Fibrosis Foundation

Epilepsy Foundation

Georgia Equality

Georgians for a Healthy Future
Hemophilia Federation of America
Leukemia & Lymphoma Society

National Hemophilia Foundation
National Multiple Sclerosis Society
National Organization for Rare Disorders
National Patient Advocate Foundation
Protect Our Care Georgia
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Hearing - July 22,2020

MR. KRULL: Good morning. I'm Matthew
Krull, Health Policy Counsel for the Department
of Community Health in the Office of General
Counsel. Today is July the 22nd, 2020, and it is
now 10:00 a.m.

This is the public hearing on the
Reinsurance and Georgia Access Section 1332,
State Relief and Empowerment Waiver. This public
hearing is being held in person and virtually
through WebEx videoconferencing system.

This public notice was issued by Governor
Brian P. Kemp on July 9th, 2020. This notice is
incorporated into these proceedings.

Pursuant to 31 CFR Section 33.112 and
45 CFR Section 155.1312, the State of Georgia is
providing public notice and a comment period
prior to submitting a modification to the
previous Section 1332 Waiver Application
submitted to the departments of Health and Human
Services and the Treasury on December 23rd, 2019.

On July 9th, 2020, the Governor issued a
press release opening a second comment period for
an additional 15 days to allow for a thorough
public comment. The public comment period will

expire on July 23rd, 2020, at 11:59 p.m.

Regency-Brentano, Inc.
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Hearing - July 22,2020

Individuals wishing to provide written
comments on or before July 23rd, 2019, may submit
comments online through Web Form, which can be
found at medicaid.georgia.gov/patientsfirst or by
mail to Ryan Loke, care of The Office of the
Governor at the following address: 206
Washington Street, Suite 115, State Capitol,
Atlanta, Georgia, 30334. Comment letters must be
postmarked by July 23rd, 2020, to be accepted.

At the conclusion of the comment period,
all oral comments presented today will be
transcribed and included with the final waiver
application.

If you're present in the hearing room
today and wish to make oral comment, please sign
in on the appropriate roster.

To ensure the health and safety of all
Georgia residents and comply with Governor Kemp's
Executive Order 07.15.20.01, we are limiting the
number of in-room attendees at this hearing as to
no more than 50. Please maintain a social
distance of at least six feet between each other.
You're also strongly encouraged to wear a mask or
a face covering while you're in the building.

For those of you that are participating

Regency-Brentano, Inc.
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Hearing - July 22,2020

virtually through WebEx and wish to make an oral
comment, please click on the hand -- the "raised
hand" button at the bottom right -- on the bottom
right of the participant panel on your browser
window. The button looks like a little hand. 1If
a participant panel -- if the participant panel
is not visible, click on the third button from
the left on the bottom menu bar on WebEx browser.
Clicking this button will open a participant
panel on the right-hand side of the WebEx browser
window, where you will find the "raise hand"
button.

Once you click the "raised hand" button, a
hand image will appear next to your name in the
participant panel. This notifies the moderator
that you wish to make an oral comment today.

Oral comments will first be received by
individuals attending in person. Afterwards, the
online monitor will call on members of the public
who raised their virtual hand on the WebEx
participant panel in order to provide oral
comments. At the appropriate time, your
microphone will be unmuted and I will call on you
to make your public comment.

At this time, I would like to introduce

Regency-Brentano, Inc.
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Hearing - July 22,2020

Mr. Blake Fulenwider, Chief Health Policy Officer
at the Department of Community Health, to provide
a short overview of the modified 1332 Waiver
Application prior to accepting public comments.

MR. FULENWIDER: Great. Thank you, Matt.
Ladies and gentlemen, good morning. During
today's 1332 public hearing, we will provide a
brief overview on the background and
modifications to the Georgia Access Waiver.
We'll then open for in-person public comments.
Then we will transition to public comments for
those participating via WebEx.

And I would also like to remind Georgians
that comments can be submitted online by
July 23rd, 2020, at
medicaid.georgia.gov/patientsfirst or by mail to
Ryan Loke, care of Office of the Governor, 206
Washington Street, Suite 115, State Capitol,
Atlanta, Georgia, 30334.

As you may recall, Senate Bill 106, the
Patients First Act was signed into law by
Governor Kemp on March 27th, 2019, which grants
the Governor authority to submit one or more
Section 1332 innovation waivers to the

departments of Health and Human Services and the

Regency-Brentano, Inc.
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Hearing - July 22,2020

United States Treasury.

The 1332 Waiver must be submitted on or
before December 31st, 2021, and upon approval of
one or more 1332 Waivers, authorizes the State to
implement the waiver without further legislative
action.

1332 Waivers are designed to pursue
innovative strategies that provide access to high
quality, affordable health insurance so long as
they meet four statutory guardrails:
Comprehensiveness, affordability, coverage, and
deficit neutrality.

During the waiver development process, we
began with an environmental scan of the state and
national landscape, which was completed in
July of 2019. We then developed and modeled
potential waiver options, which was completed in
fall 2019. We drafted and submitted the waiver
application on December 23rd, 2019, and have put
out the modified waiver application for public
comment in July of this year.

The Georgia Access Waiver is designed to
accomplish a few core goals. First is reducing
premiums, particularly in high-cost regions;

incentivizing carriers to offer plans in more

Regency-Brentano, Inc.
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Hearing - July 22,2020

counties across the state; foster innovation to
provide better access to coverage; expand choice
and affordability for Georgians; attract
uninsured individuals into the market; maintain
access to metal level qualified health plans as
well as eligible, nonqualified health plans; and
maintain protections for individuals with
preexisting conditions.

The Georgia Access Waiver is composed of
two primary components. First is implementation
of a reinsurance program to stabilize the
individual insurance market by reducing premiums
and attracting and retaining carriers. The
second component involves transitioning Georgia
to the Georgia Access Program away from
healthcare.gov. Under the modified waiver
application, both reinsurance and Georgia access
are slated to begin in 2022 for plan year 2022.

Key changes from the initial waiver
application include the shift to plan year 2022.
Also to clarify, the State is not seeking
authority to certify and offer subsidies, federal
subsidies for eligible non-QHPs. The State is
not seeking authority to issue state subsidies.

The State will send enrollment and subsidy

Regency-Brentano, Inc.
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Hearing - July 22,2020

eligibility information to the Department of the
Treasury, and the Treasury will continue to issue
advanced premium tax credits and premium tax
credits as they do today for available qualified
health plans.

The reinsurance program remains the same,
with a claims-based reinsurance model. An
attachment point of $20,000 and a cap of $500,000
also remains the same as well as the tiered
coinsurance rate by region from 15, 45, to 80
percent coinsurance across the state. Higher
coinsurance rates are applied to higher-cost
regions with a targeted average 10-percent
reduction in premiums statewide.

In terms of operations, the private sector
will be leveraged to provide the consumer
shopping, plan comparison, and plan purchasing
experience through a network of private sector
entities or web brokers or carriers. Private
sector individuals will also perform education,
outreach, and customer service.

The State will be responsible for
calculating eligibility for federal subsidies and
supplying that information to the Treasury

Department. The federal government will maintain
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its role in issuing advanced premium tax credits
for qualified health plans to the health plans on
behalf of individuals and reconcile premium tax
credits during tax filing.

The benefits of Georgia Access include
maintaining access to current qualified health
plans as well as catastrophic plan options
available to be viewed. The plan would also
allow consumers to enroll or reenroll directly
with carriers or through web brokers or through
independent brokers across the state.

The plan also provides greater accuracy in
projecting consumer subsidy eligibility by using
more accurate income data that is maintained by
the State and streamlines referrals to and from
Medicaid as individuals churn from one program to
the other.

At this time, I'll turn it back over to
Mr. Krull, who can walk us through the open --
the public comment period. Thank you.

MR. KRULL: Thank you, Blake. At this
time, I'm going to go down the roster. I'll give
each person who has indicated that they wanted to
present oral comment today the opportunity to

speak. Please limit your comments to five
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minutes and keep your comments limited to the
issues that directly relate to the proposed
public notice. At the end of the five minutes,
if you've reached that time and you've not
completed your presentation, I may ask for a
brief closing statement. And you'll be able to
also submit any review and comments you have in
writing online and through the mail.

So at that time, it looks like I'm going
to call on June Dean. We will un-mute your
microphone, and you'll be able to make your
public comment.

MS. DEAN: Thank you. Hi, my name is
June Dean and I'm the senior director for --

(Audio dropped.)

MR. KRULL: Ms. Dean --

MS. DEAN: -- public healthcare
organization of the United States, representing
more than 36 --

MR. KRULL: Ms. Dean --

MS. DEAN: Yes.

MR. KRULL: -- if you'll give me the
opportunity. You cut out. So I'm going to go
ahead and ask you to start your comments over

again, and we'll give you your full time.
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MS. DEAN: Oh, okay.

MR. KRULL: Sorry about that. This is all
new for all of us being virtually -- doing a
virtual public hearing.

MS. DEAN: New for me too. You know,
we're doing this from home now and it's a little
different.

MR. KRULL: Go ahead. You can start.
Thank you.

MS. DEAN: Okay. Hi, my name is
June Dean. I'm the senior director for advocacy
here in Georgia. The American Lung Association
in Georgia appreciates the opportunity to submit
comments --

(Audio dropped.)

MR. KRULL: Ms. Dean, we have lost you
again.

MS. DEAN: Thanks.

-- representing more than 36 million
Americans with lung disease, including more than
1.2 million individuals in Georgia. For patients
with lung --

(Audio dropped.)

MR. KRULL: Ms. Dean --

MS. DEAN: We're concerned that the
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Georgia Access Model as currently envisioned will
jeopardize access to quality and affordable
healthcare coverage for patients with lung
diseases and other preexisting conditions. Under
the Georgia Access Model, the --

(Audio dropped.)

MR. KRULL: Ms. Dean, are you there?

MS. DEAN: -- that may not help patients
choose the best plan for their health needs as
the Lung Association and other organizations --

(Audio dropped.)

MR. KRULL: Ms. Dean, are you there?

MS. DEAN: -- adequately respond to the
request for comment. While the Lung Association
supports reinsurance as a tool to stabilize
premiums in the individual marketplace, we are
concerned that the remain --

(Audio dropped.)

MR. KRULL: Ms. Dean, are you there?

MS. DEAN: -- conditions. And we urge
Georgia to withdraw its application for the
Georgia Access Model and instead focus on
solutions that promote adequate, affordable, and
accessible coverage. Thank you for the

opportunity to provide comments.
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MR. KRULL: Ms. Dean, this is Matthew
Krull. I'm going to ask you, if you could,
provide those comments in writing also. We have
had some technical difficulties completely
hearing your comment, and we don't want your
comment to be missed so.

MS. DEAN: I will certainly do that. I
was just looking at the address to mail comments
to. Do I need to also email those?

MR. FULENWIDER: We are in receipt of the
coalition's comments that you provided --

MS. DEAN: I can hear me cutting out -- I
can hear me cutting out for some reason. Do I
need -- go ahead.

MR. FULENWIDER: We apologize for that.
If you could submit your comments online, that
would be ideal --

MS. DEAN: Okay.

MR. FULENWIDER: -- particularly given the
time period that we're operating under.

I will also acknowledge receipt of the
letter that you and a number of other
stakeholders did provide to us and we have
received those comments. Thank you.

MS. DEAN: Okay. I appreciate it. We
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will submit it online, and I'll put it in the
mail just in hopes that it comes that way as well
too. Thank you for your time.

MR. FULENWIDER: Thank you.

MR. KRULL: Thank you, Ms. Dean. And we
appreciate it and apologize for any technical
difficulties.

We're going to move on to the next
participant that wants to make public comment and
that would be Abbie Fuksman.

Ms. Fuksman, we're going to un-mute you,
and we're going to try this and hopefully we'll
be able to hear all of your public comments.

MS. FUKSMAN: Can you hear me now? I
think there's feedback coming from your room.

Can you guys hear me now?

MR. KRULL: We can, but it's an echo. Can
I ask you, it looks like you're connected three
times to the WebEx and I think that may be a
problem. You're showing up three times on our
attendee list.

MS. FUKSMAN: Thank you for the
opportunity to speak today. As a previous Blue
Cross/Blue Shield (inaudible), I understand that

as the COVID-19 crisis continues, the value of
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health insurance coverage has never been more
apparent. While many states have chosen to lower
the barriers to cover their residents, Georgia
continues to pursue policies that undermine
access to quality medical coverage.

Georgia has chosen to use the 1332 Waiver
to eliminate the online ACA marketplace as well
as the essential health benefit requirements.
While many states have used the 1332 Waiver to
improve affordability of comprehensive individual
market coverage, Georgia has chosen to make it
harder for its citizens to make an informed,
unbiased decisions around healthcare coverage.

Georgia has chosen not to enhance the
already established healthcare.gov marketplace,
but instead is forcing its residents to rely on
health carriers and insurance brokers to provide
information and access to coverage. While you
claim this will provide affordability and expand
access along with competition, it is likely to do
the opposite. And I can tell you that by
eliminating an unbiased public resource that
provides the same information for all plans which
will enable informed decisionmaking, you are

actually making it harder for Georgia residents
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to compare what services are covered, what are
out-of-pocket costs, and what providers are in
the network.

Georgians will now have to rely on what
information they do or don't get from the
insurance companies and brokers. In short,
people will not be able to make fair,
apple-to-apple comparisons.

These are strong stand-alone arguments
during normal times, but let's throw COVID-19
into the mix. The 1332 Waiver will force
(inaudible) who are not receiving coverage from
their employer, COBRA, or Medicaid and these
numbers are only increasing during the current
pandemic, to go through private channels who may
or may not have the best options for them. Lower
levels of coverage and the elimination of
essential health benefit requirements will result
in some of these plans to be classified as
subprime coverages.

Under federal COVID legislation, people
enrolled in sub-prime products are classified as
uninsured. So what will happen to these people
when they realize they're not covered during the

pandemic. In the near future, you can easily
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envision Georgia dealing with citizens with
little or no experience in buying or using health
insurance, those with limited English, and
Georgians with low health literacy skills at risk
for being considered uninsured during a pandemic
due to an unawareness that they have purchased a
subpar plan.

Health insurance companies are all about
numbers: Actuarial, CPT codes, and especially
revenue. Since the for-profit changes that
happened in the early '80s, health insurance
companies have used this status to explain their
yearly rate increases along with higher salaries,
bonuses, and shareholder earnings.

I have a few numbers for this panel.
Atlanta has over approximately 5.6 million
people, a top ten city along with revenue that
comes from that; but the per capita state
expenditure is in the bottom fifth. Georgia's
overall healthcare ratings is in the bottom
tenth, and ratings on access to healthcare is
even lower. Yet, the State of Georgia is
choosing to spend a million dollars towards
waivers to promote Georgia's would-be

intervention that strips access to
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healthcare.gov.

Instead, they could be spending the
allocated funds by providing consumer assistance
program that would provide a much needed,
established, nonpartisan assistance in choosing
plans that are comprehensive. Instead, you are
leaving these consumers on their own to navigate
during these COVID times.

So I ask, why would a state with such low
ranking in overall healthcare for its citizens
and one of the lowest in the country to access
for the top ten city in its state consider this
waiver. As someone who has worked in the health
insurance industry, the only answer I can come up
with is that Georgia will spend as little as
possible on its own citizens while allowing the
insurance company to profit for political favor.

In closing, the 1332 Waiver won't advance
the goals Georgia says it wants to achieve, to
improve affordability and access. Instead, the
State might consider proven policy alternatives
that have been implemented in other states; but
by Georgia's own calculations, the State could
expand Medicaid for the same cost as its waiver

plans and in doing so provide affordable,
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comprehensive coverage to more than five times as
many Georgians.

Georgia's proposed plan is likely to be
particularly harmful to residents living through
and attempting to recover from the healthcare and
economic crisis brought on by COVID-19.

In the words of John Lewis, Do not attempt
to turn a deaf ear, a blind eye, and a cold
shoulder to the sick or to our working families.
Healthcare is a right and not a privilege
reserved for a wealthy few.

I'm asking you to stand and protect the
citizens of Georgia and not the big insurance
company, especially during this pandemic, and
reconsider the 1332 Waiver. Thank you for your
time.

MR. KRULL: Thank you, Ms. Fuksman, for
your comments today.

At this time, we have no other
participants wishing to make a comment, either in
person here in the hearing room or online. I'm
going to give anyone online -- we have a number
of participants online. I'm going to give y'all
a little bit, short period of time. If anyone

wants to make a comment, now is the time before
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we adjourn this hearing.

MR. FULENWIDER: Do you want to advance to
the instructions slide on how to raise your hand?

MR. KRULL: Yeah. If you want to make an
oral comment, it will show you how to do it
online right now up on the slide, if you look on
the slide. Click on that button and it will --
the small button at the bottom, it will open up
the participant panel on the right and down at
the bottom there is a shorthand.

Okay. We do have a few more people
wanting to make comments. So next I'll call on
Leigh Boros. You'll have five minutes for your
comments.

You are now un-muted, Ms. Boros.

MS. BOROS: Thank you for allowing me to
speak. I do not understand why they're using
private sector when -- on health insurance, where
they're looking for the for-profit. And the two
previous speakers presented, I agree fully with
all of their comments. I just want to go on
record as saying that. Thank you for your time.

MR. KRULL: Thank you, Ms. Boros, for your
comments.

The next individual we'll call on -- let
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me make sure -- is going to be Marla L, Marla L.
Marla, if you could, please, give us your name so
we can put it in the record and your microphone
will be un-muted now.

Is she muting her microphone on her end?

MS. LOYAL: Can you hear me?

MR. KRULL: Yes, Marla. Please give us
your name and then your five minutes will start.

MS. LOYAL: Okay. My name is Marla Loyal.
I'm a resident of Atlanta, and the issues that
I'm having with this is I currently have an
Affordable Care Act plan that I purchased for
myself at the beginning of this year. Before
that, I didn't have insurance coverage at all and
I had to go -—- I had to use Grady Health System
which is my public healthcare system here in
Atlanta. And Grady is fine, but Grady is
overwhelmed with the amount of people that need
it. So we often suffer from long wait times when
we go even to the walk-in clinic, when we go to
the emergency room.

I had an appointment in February to see a
gynecological cancer specialist; and 30 minutes
after my appointment, I was still waiting in the

waiting room. And when I asked how long would it
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be for them to even take my vitals, I was told by
the patient access staff that they did not know
and that I should continue to wait. I ended up
leaving, and I scheduled that appointment with
WellStar to have that procedure done because my
primary care physician felt like I needed it.

My whole point is, we don't have very many
options for healthcare even in Atlanta. We have
the Level I trauma center right here, and we have
very big hospital networks with WellStar and
Grady and Piedmont and so forth. However, when
you don't have insurance, you don't have access
to healthcare. Never mind paying for it. You
can't get an appointment for several weeks out.

If I didn't have my Affordable Care Act
plan, I wouldn't have been able to get that test
done. I would have been forced to go to Grady
and wait for as long as they felt like making me
wait for an appointment that I had scheduled a
month prior.

So this waiver, I don't even understand
it. I'm a college educated person. I'm working
on my master's degree. I went through the
Affordable Care Act, healthcare.gov, and read

through those plans and picked my plan myself. I
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consider myself to be intelligent. I'm a person
that has initiative and figures things out and do
my research on these things. So if I can't
figure it out or if I'm having a hard time with
something, I know that the average person that
doesn't have my level of education would struggle
with it as well.

So I think this is another barrier to deny
poor people access to healthcare. And it's
unconscionable that in the middle of a pandemic,
when a lot of people have contracted this virus,
they don't have a preexisting condition; and
without the Affordable Care Act in the first
place, we wouldn't even be able to obtain
coverage. And then Kemp's labor plan, which some
people have titled it Kemp care, it literally
makes no sense. It covers fewer people, and the
State would spend a lot more money for fewer
people.

But if I didn't have health insurance at
all, I would be indigent care or I would be
forced onto public health entities. Like, in the
past, I had to use a clinic called Pathways for
mental health, which is a clinic that's run in

rural Georgia, and it is also state funded.
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Who picks up that tab when I go and
receive counseling service and medication and see
the doctors for free. The State does. Why is
that better than allowing the person to purchase
my own health insurance through the Affordable
Care Act. I'm confused. And I do, I feel like
it is class warfare and it's not fair. 1It's not
moral to do this to people during a public health
crisis. Thank you.

MR. KRULL: Ms. Loyal, thank you for your
comments today. If you could do me -- real

quickly, could you just spell your last name for

me?

MS. LOYAL: L-o-y-a-1l.

MR. KRULL: Thank you very much for your
time today.

Next, we'll call on Laura Colbert. We're
going to un-mute your microphone, Ms. Colbert,
and your five minutes will begin.

MS. COLBERT: Hi. Can you-all hear me?

MR. KRULL: Yes, we can. Thank you.

MS. COLBERT: Thank you. My name is Laura
Colbert. I, of course, know many of you in my
role, my professional role at Georgians for a

Healthy Future, but I wanted to speak today in my
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personal capacity as a Georgia resident and a
public health professional.

We appreciate the opportunity to comment
certainly, and I just wanted to thank Marla for
sharing her comments before me. I think that --
that was really powerful and that she -- she
being -- she speaks from clearly a vast wealth of
knowledge and personal experience.

What I wanted to say, kind of on a
personal note, is that, you know, of course, the
reinsurance program that Governor Kemp has put
forward is good evidence-based policymaking.
There's really good, solid data to back up that
model and that it will work well for Georgia's
market and help to lower premiums.

Unfortunately, the second part of the
State's proposal is really the opposite. You
know, good evidence-based policymaking is
something that, you know, that is a good strategy
for Georgia to take, and the second part of this
waiver really just doesn't follow in those
footsteps. There's really little evidence that
this model is going to improve or increase
enrollment in Georgia's marketplace or improve

the enrollment experience of folks who need to
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enroll through the ACA marketplace.

A more evidence-based way to spend the
funding for this plan would be to invest that in
community-based enrollment assistance programs.
By my math, the State is planning to spend about
$17 million over a decade on just the Georgia
Access part of the plan. There is really good
state -- really good evidence from other states
that that kind of investment in free, local,
unbiased enrollment assistance would help
increase awareness about the marketplace and
increase enrollment among consumers. It's also a
very racially just and equitable approach to
increasing enrollment.

Local enrollment assisters are a lot more
likely to reflect their communities than people
who are working in the insurance sector, whether
they're brokers or agents or otherwise. The
insurance sector is a very white sector. So
investing state dollars in more community-based
enrollment assistance would be a very, a very
equitable way for the State to spend those
dollars.

And at the same time, a lot of those

assisters are employed at community-based
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nonprofits which are serving the community in
other ways. So there is an enhanced benefit even
for consumers and for people who are living in
Georgia because they may be able to get both
enrollment assistance and, let's say, food
assistance at the same time and in the same
place.

So, you know, as a Georgia resident, I
would rather see the State invest dollars in that
way as opposed to the Georgia Access Model; and
as a public health professional, I think the
evidence points to it being a more effective way
to spend our state dollars. So I appreciate the
opportunity to comment and thank you.

MR. KRULL: Thank you, Ms. Colbert, for
your comments. We appreciate your time today.

It doesn't look like anyone else has
indicated that they want to make a comment. 1I'll
ask you again if you want to make a comment,
please click the hand raise -- the "raise hand"
button in the lower right-hand corner of the
browser, the WebEx browser.

And also if you'll un-mute Ms. Dean.

Ms. Dean, are you there? Ms. Dean, can you hear

me? Ms. Dean, can you hear me?
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Okay. At this time, if -- does anyone
else want to make a public comment? We'll ask
you to click the "raise hand" button in the lower
right-hand corner of the participant panel window
in your browser. Give y'all a few more moments
if anyone else wants to make a comment.

Okay. I'd like to thank each of y'all for
participating today and providing the oral
comments that were presented. Let me reiterate
that the public comment period for the proposed
changes will expire on July 23rd, 2020, which is
tomorrow.

As I indicated earlier, written comments
will be entered into the official record as well
as the transcription of the oral comments that we
have heard this morning.

Thank you, once again, for your attendance
and your input. There being no further person
who wishes to make a comment, this public hearing
is adjourned at 10:36 a.m.

(Proceedings adjourned at 10:38 a.m.)
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STATE OF GEORGIA:

COUNTY OF FULTON:

I hereby certify that the foregoing
proceedings were taken down, as stated in the
caption, and reduced to typewriting under my
direction, and that the foregoing pages 1 through
29 represent a true, complete, and correct
transcript of said proceedings.

This, the 24th day of July, 2020.

S

Tammy G. Mozley, B-1032
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Public Comments for Waiver 1332

Comment Date * 7/122/2020

On behalf of * | am commenting on behalf of.. (choose one)

¢ Myself © Business/Organization

Georgia Reside nt* Are you a Georgia Resident? (choose one)
€ Yes € No
First Name * - Last Name ¥ Abella

L%
Email

Comments

Select the topic area that applies to the comments being submitted and type comments into the field below. To submit comments on multiple
topics select the “Click Here to Add Additional Comments” at the bottom of the page.

Comment Topic ¥ General Comment / Other

*
Comments

| do not support the move from healthcare.gov to a privatized enrollment system that relies on for-profit insurance companies who will
not act in my best interest. For-profit insurance has no place in a modern capitalistic society because the demand is not elastic
(there is no alternative to being sick or dying of preventable disease other than seeking treatment) and both the consumer (patient)
and producer (healthcare provider) are separated from the profit-center (insurance).

Follow modern best-practices for lower healthcare costs and better patient outcomes.
(character limit of 32,500)



Public Comments for Waiver 1332

Comment Date * 7/21/2020

On behalf of * | am commenting on behalf of.. (choose one)

¢ Myself © Business/Organization

Georgia Reside nt* Are you a Georgia Resident? (choose one)
€ Yes € No
First Name * - Last Name * Adams

L%
Email

Comments

Select the topic area that applies to the comments being submitted and type comments into the field below. To submit comments on multiple
topics select the “Click Here to Add Additional Comments” at the bottom of the page.

Comment Topic ™ General Comment / Other

*
Comments

| do not support the move from healthcare.gov to a privatized enrollment system that relies on for-profit insurance companies who will
not act in my best interest.

| support a Georgia reinsurance program because it will help lower premiums.

Thank you very much.

{character limit of 32 50X
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Public Comments for Waiver 1332

Comment Date * 7/23/2020

On behalf of * | am commenting on behalf of.. (choose one)

¢ Myself © Business/Organization

Georgia Reside nt* Are you a Georgia Resident? (choose one)
€ Yes € No
First Name * - Last Name * Akujorobi

L%
Email

Comments

Select the topic area that applies to the comments being submitted and type comments into the field below. To submit comments on multiple
topics select the “Click Here to Add Additional Comments” at the bottom of the page.

Comment Topic ™ General Comment / Other

*
Comments

| do not support the move from healthcare.gov to a privatized enrollment system that relies on for-profit insurance companies who will
not act in my best interest.

| support a Georgia reinsurance program because it will help lower premiums.

Thank you very much.

{character limit of 32 50X
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Public Comments for Waiver 1332

Comment Date * 7/23/2020

On behalf of * | am commenting on behalf of.. (choose one)

¢ Myself © Business/Organization

Georgia Reside nt* Are you a Georgia Resident? (choose one)
€ Yes € No
First Name * - Last Name * Alber

L%
Email

Comments

Select the topic area that applies to the comments being submitted and type comments into the field below. To submit comments on multiple
topics select the “Click Here to Add Additional Comments” at the bottom of the page.

Comment Topic ™ General Comment / Other

*
Comments

| do not support the move from healthcare.gov to a privatized enrollment system that relies on for-profit insurance companies who will
not act in my best interest.

| support a Georgia reinsurance program because it will help lower premiums.

Thank you very much.

{character limit of 32 50X
=G o=t LG 2 /



Public Comments for Waiver 1332

Comment Date * 7/22/2020

On behalf of * | am commenting on behalf of.. (choose one)

¢ Myself © Business/Organization

Georgia Reside nt* Are you a Georgia Resident? (choose one)
€ Yes € No
First Name * - Last Name * Aldridge

L%
Email

Comments

Select the topic area that applies to the comments being submitted and type comments into the field below. To submit comments on multiple
topics select the “Click Here to Add Additional Comments” at the bottom of the page.

Comment Topic ™ General Comment / Other

*
Comments

| do not support the move from healthcare.gov to a privatized enrollment system that relies on for-profit insurance companies who will
not act in my best interest.

| support a Georgia reinsurance program because it will help lower premiums.

Thank you very much.
(character limit of 32,5



Public Comments for Waiver 1332

Comment Date * 7/122/2020

On behalf of * | am commenting on behalf of.. (choose one)

¢ Myself © Business/Organization

Georgia Reside nt* Are you a Georgia Resident? (choose one)
€ Yes € No
First Name * - Last Name ¥ Allmond

L%
Email

Comments

Select the topic area that applies to the comments being submitted and type comments into the field below. To submit comments on multiple
topics select the “Click Here to Add Additional Comments” at the bottom of the page.

Comment Topic ™ General Comment / Other

*
Comments

Healthcare should be a right, not a privilege. This move by Gov Kemp will put already vulnerable people at risk of being uninsured.
Why doesnt our governor care about ALL Georgians? This seems like a no brainer but here we are.

| do not support the move from healthcare.gov to a privatized enrollment system that relies on for-profit insurance companies who will
not act in my best interest.

| support a Georgia reinsurance program because it will help lower premiums.

Thank you very much.
(character limit of 32,500)



Public Comments for Waiver 1332

Comment Date * 7/22/2020

On behalf of * | am commenting on behalf of.. (choose one)

¢ Myself © Business/Organization

Georgia Reside nt* Are you a Georgia Resident? (choose one)
€ Yes € No
First Name * - Last Name * Allowitz

L%
Email

Comments

Select the topic area that applies to the comments being submitted and type comments into the field below. To submit comments on multiple
topics select the “Click Here to Add Additional Comments” at the bottom of the page.

Comment Topic ™ General Comment / Other

*
Comments

| do not support the move from healthcare.gov to a privatized enrollment system that relies on for-profit insurance companies who will
not act in my best interest.

| support a Georgia reinsurance program because it will help lower premiums.

Thank you very much.

{character limit of 32 50X
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Public Comments for Waiver 1332

Comment Date * 7/21/2020

On behalf of * | am commenting on behalf of.. (choose one)

¢ Myself © Business/Organization

Georgia Reside nt* Are you a Georgia Resident? (choose one)
€ Yes € No
First Name * - Last Name * Anderson

L%
Email

Comments

Select the topic area that applies to the comments being submitted and type comments into the field below. To submit comments on multiple
topics select the “Click Here to Add Additional Comments” at the bottom of the page.

Comment Topic ™ General Comment / Other

*
Comments

| do not support the move from healthcare.gov to a privatized enrollment system that relies on for-profit insurance companies who will
not act in my best interest.

| support a Georgia reinsurance program because it will help lower premiums.

Thank you very much.

{character limit of 32 50X
=G o=t LG 2 /



Public Comments for Waiver 1332

Comment Date * 7/122/2020

On behalf of * | am commenting on behalf of.. (choose one)

¢ Myself © Business/Organization

Georgia Reside nt* Are you a Georgia Resident? (choose one)
€ Yes € No
First Name * - Last Name * Anderson

L%
Email

Comments

Select the topic area that applies to the comments being submitted and type comments into the field below. To submit comments on multiple
topics select the “Click Here to Add Additional Comments” at the bottom of the page.

Comment Topic ¥ General Comment / Other

*
Comments

| do not support the move from healthcare.gov to a privatized enrollment system. Because of the changes this state has made each
year, my family and our small business that is empowering other small businesses has to yet again go through the challenges of
selecting a new insurance that is inevitably more expensive with worse care.

It is not because of the market - its because of the work this state has done to hurt small businesses like ours. This system relies on
for-profit insurance companies who will not act in my or familys best interest.

| support a Georgia reinsurance program because it will help lower premiums. Please read that sentence again-

Thank you very much.
(character limit of 32,500)



Public Comments for Waiver 1332

Comment Date * 7/21/2020

On behalf of * | am commenting on behalf of.. (choose one)

¢ Myself © Business/Organization

Georgia Reside nt* Are you a Georgia Resident? (choose one)
€ Yes € No
First Name * - Last Name * Andrews

L%
Email

Comments

Select the topic area that applies to the comments being submitted and type comments into the field below. To submit comments on multiple
topics select the “Click Here to Add Additional Comments” at the bottom of the page.

Comment Topic ™ General Comment / Other

*
Comments

| do not support the move from healthcare.gov to a privatized enrollment system that relies on for-profit insurance companies who will
not act in my best interest.

| support a Georgia reinsurance program because it will help lower premiums.

Thank you very much.

{character limit of 32 50X
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Public Comments for Waiver 1332

Comment Date * 7/21/2020

On behalf of * | am commenting on behalf of.. (choose one)

¢ Myself © Business/Organization

Georgia Reside nt* Are you a Georgia Resident? (choose one)
€ Yes € No
First Name * - Last Name * Andrews

L%
Email

Comments

Select the topic area that applies to the comments being submitted and type comments into the field below. To submit comments on multiple
topics select the “Click Here to Add Additional Comments” at the bottom of the page.

Comment Topic ™ General Comment / Other

*
Comments



Dear Governor Kemp,

We are grateful for the opportunity to comment on Georgias proposal to waive federal rules under the Affordable Care Act (ACA).
Mercy Care is a medical home to thousands who need access to high-quality, comprehensive, affordable healthcare services. We
serve all who come to our clinics based on a sliding fee scale. So, patients pay what they can afford for our services which include
integrated medical and mental health services, dental and vision care, HIV prevention and treatment, outreach programs and respite
care.

While recent changes made to the 1332 waiver are understandable and an improvement, we do not understand why you still want to
dismantle healthcare.gov and instead force Georgians to use insurance company websites, e-brokers, or agents to shop for
coverage. The concern is insurance companies and brokers are regularly incentivized by commissions and may push consumers to
plans that do not fit their health needs or financial situation. They are not obligated or incentivized to help qualified Georgians enroll
in Medicaid or PeachCare or provide other safety net referrals. In addition, the 450,000 Georgians who bought insurance on the
ACA marketplace in 2020 will no longer have one unbiased, neutral site to compare plans. This would disproportionately fall on our
patients; consumers/families with low health literacy skills, people with limited English proficiency, and low-income Georgians.

And consider the cost of setting up our own system, when there is a perfectly good systemone that has already gone through the
bumps and bruises of start-up years ago. The waiver application assumes that there will be no coverage loss resulting from the
transition from healthcare.gov to these alternate enroliment pathways. Evidence from past transitions between federal and state
marketplaces suggests that thousands of Georgians might lose coverage in the move away from healthcare.gov. In our view, the loss
of coverage by Georgians violates the ACAs statutory coverage guardrail for 1332 waivers, making the Georgia Access model
ineligible for approval by federal officials.

Like many healthcare providers we help our patients enroll in insurances plans for which they are eligible. So, we know they can
already enroll in health plans through private insurers and web brokers in the existing enhanced direct enrollment program. We also
know the struggles they have navigating complicated systems like the one you are proposing.

Please consider our patients and the thousands of other Georgians like them.
Sincerely,

Tom Andrews
CEO, Mercy Care
678-843-8502

(character limit of 32,500)



Public Comments for Waiver 1332

Comment Date * 7/22/2020

On behalf of * | am commenting on behalf of.. (choose one)

¢ Myself © Business/Organization

Georgia Reside nt* Are you a Georgia Resident? (choose one)
€ Yes € No
First Name * - Last Name * Antman

L%
Email

Comments

Select the topic area that applies to the comments being submitted and type comments into the field below. To submit comments on multiple
topics select the “Click Here to Add Additional Comments” at the bottom of the page.

Comment Topic ™ General Comment / Other

*
Comments

| do not support the move from healthcare.gov to a privatized enrollment system that relies on for-profit insurance companies who will
not act in my best interest.

| support a Georgia reinsurance program because it will help lower premiums.

Thank you very much.

{character limit of 32 50X
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Public Comments for Waiver 1332

Comment Date * 7/23/2020

On behalf of * | am commenting on behalf of.. (choose one)

¢ Myself © Business/Organization

Georgia Reside nt* Are you a Georgia Resident? (choose one)
€ Yes € No
First Name * - Last Name ¥ Arnold

L%
Email

Comments

Select the topic area that applies to the comments being submitted and type comments into the field below. To submit comments on multiple
topics select the “Click Here to Add Additional Comments” at the bottom of the page.

Comment Topic ™ General Comment / Other

*
Comments

| do not support the move from healthcare.gov to a privatized enrollment system that relies on for-profit insurance companies who will
not act in my best interest.

| support a Georgia reinsurance program because it will help lower premiums.

Thank you very much.
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Public Comments for Waiver 1332

Comment Date * 7/14/2020

On behalf of * | am commenting on behalf of.. (choose one)

¢ Myself © Business/Organization

Georgia Reside nt* Are you a Georgia Resident? (choose one)
€ Yes € No
First Name * - Last Name * Baker

L%
Email

Comments

Select the topic area that applies to the comments being submitted and type comments into the field below. To submit comments on multiple
topics select the “Click Here to Add Additional Comments” at the bottom of the page.

Comment Topic ™ General Comment / Other

*
Comments

| do not support the move from healthcare.gov to a privatized enrollment system that relies on for-profit insurance companies who will
not act in my best interest.

| support a Georgia reinsurance program because it will help lower premiums.

Thank you very much.

{character limit of 32 50X
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Public Comments for Waiver 1332

Comment Date * 7/20/2020

On behalf of * | am commenting on behalf of.. (choose one)

¢ Myself © Business/Organization

Georgia Reside nt* Are you a Georgia Resident? (choose one)
€ Yes € No
First Name * - Last Name * Baker

L%
Email

Comments

Select the topic area that applies to the comments being submitted and type comments into the field below. To submit comments on multiple
topics select the “Click Here to Add Additional Comments” at the bottom of the page.

Comment Topic ™ General Comment / Other

*
Comments

| do not support the move from healthcare.gov to a privatized enrollment system that relies on for-profit insurance companies who will
not act in my best interest.

| support a Georgia reinsurance program because it will help lower premiums.

Thank you very much.
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Public Comments for Waiver 1332

Comment Date * 7/21/2020

On behalf of * | am commenting on behalf of.. (choose one)

¢ Myself © Business/Organization

Georgia Reside nt* Are you a Georgia Resident? (choose one)
€ Yes € No
First Name * - Last Name * Baker

L%
Email

Comments

Select the topic area that applies to the comments being submitted and type comments into the field below. To submit comments on multiple
topics select the “Click Here to Add Additional Comments” at the bottom of the page.

Comment Topic ™ General Comment / Other

*
Comments

| do not support the move from healthcare.gov to a privatized enrollment system that relies on for-profit insurance companies who will
not act in my best interest.

| support a Georgia reinsurance program because it will help lower premiums.

Thank you very much.
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Comment Date * 7/23/2020

On behalf of * | am commenting on behalf of.. (choose one)

¢ Myself © Business/Organization

Georgia Reside nt* Are you a Georgia Resident? (choose one)
€ Yes € No
First Name * - Last Name * Baker

L%
Email

Comments

Select the topic area that applies to the comments being submitted and type comments into the field below. To submit comments on multiple
topics select the “Click Here to Add Additional Comments” at the bottom of the page.

Comment Topic ™ General Comment / Other

*
Comments

| do not support the move from healthcare.gov to a privatized enrollment system that relies on for-profit insurance companies who will
not act in my best interest.

| support a Georgia reinsurance program because it will help lower premiums.

Thank you very much.
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Comment Date * 7/23/2020

On behalf of * | am commenting on behalf of.. (choose one)

¢ Myself © Business/Organization

Georgia Reside nt* Are you a Georgia Resident? (choose one)
€ Yes € No
First Name * - Last Name * Baker

L%
Email

Comments

Select the topic area that applies to the comments being submitted and type comments into the field below. To submit comments on multiple
topics select the “Click Here to Add Additional Comments” at the bottom of the page.

Comment Topic ¥ General Comment / Other

*
Comments

| am widely published science/medical/health journalist. | read research on health and medicine, including related health insurance
issues, every day because of my work. What Gov. Kemp is doing is based on his political aspirations - NOT on what is best for
Georgians' health. It is disgusting, it is foolish, it is ignorant and it is WRONG. He has already shown he cares little for the health of
Georgians - by not listening to public health experts and opening the state too early, he is directly responsible for unnecessary
suffering and deaths. His position on insurance and the move from healthcare.gov to a privatized enrollment system that relies on
for-profit insurance companies who will not act in the best interest of all Georgians is vile, stupid and egregious and it will harm even
more people.
| support a Georgia reinsurance program; it will help lower premiums and save lives.
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On behalf of * | am commenting on behalf of.. (choose one)

¢ Myself © Business/Organization

Georgia Reside nt* Are you a Georgia Resident? (choose one)
€ Yes € No
First Name * - Last Name ¥ Baldonado

L%
Email

Comments

Select the topic area that applies to the comments being submitted and type comments into the field below. To submit comments on multiple
topics select the “Click Here to Add Additional Comments” at the bottom of the page.

Comment Topic ™ General Comment / Other

*
Comments

| do not support the move from healthcare.gov to a privatized enrollment system that relies on for-profit insurance companies who will
not act in my best interest.

| support a Georgia reinsurance program because it will help lower premiums.

Thank you very much.
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On behalf of * | am commenting on behalf of.. (choose one)

¢ Myself © Business/Organization

Georgia Reside nt* Are you a Georgia Resident? (choose one)
€ Yes € No
First Name * - Last Name * Bano

L%
Email

Comments

Select the topic area that applies to the comments being submitted and type comments into the field below. To submit comments on multiple
topics select the “Click Here to Add Additional Comments” at the bottom of the page.

Comment Topic ™ General Comment / Other

*
Comments

| do not support the move from healthcare.gov to a privatized enrollment system that relies on for-profit insurance companies who will
not act in my best interest.

| support a Georgia reinsurance program because it will help lower premiums.

Thank you very much.
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Comment Date * 7/23/2020

On behalf of * | am commenting on behalf of.. (choose one)

¢ Myself © Business/Organization

Georgia Reside nt* Are you a Georgia Resident? (choose one)
€ Yes € No
First Name * - Last Name * Barnes

L%
Email

Comments

Select the topic area that applies to the comments being submitted and type comments into the field below. To submit comments on multiple
topics select the “Click Here to Add Additional Comments” at the bottom of the page.

Comment Topic ™ General Comment / Other

*
Comments

| do not support the move from healthcare.gov to a privatized enrollment system that relies on for-profit insurance companies who will
not act in my best interest.

| support a Georgia reinsurance program because it will help lower premiums.

Thank you very much.
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Comment Date * 7/21/2020

On behalf of * | am commenting on behalf of.. (choose one)

¢ Myself © Business/Organization

Georgia Reside nt* Are you a Georgia Resident? (choose one)
€ Yes € No
First Name * - Last Name * barry

L%
Email

Comments

Select the topic area that applies to the comments being submitted and type comments into the field below. To submit comments on multiple
topics select the “Click Here to Add Additional Comments” at the bottom of the page.

Comment Topic ™ General Comment / Other

*
Comments

| do not support the move from healthcare.gov to a privatized enrollment system that relies on for-profit insurance companies who will
not act in my best interest.

| support a Georgia reinsurance program because it will help lower premiums.

Thank you very much.
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Comment Date * 7/14/2020

On behalf of * | am commenting on behalf of.. (choose one)

¢ Myself © Business/Organization

Georgia Reside nt* Are you a Georgia Resident? (choose one)
€ Yes € No
First Name * - Last Name * Barstow

L%
Email
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Select the topic area that applies to the comments being submitted and type comments into the field below. To submit comments on multiple
topics select the “Click Here to Add Additional Comments” at the bottom of the page.

Comment Topic ™ General Comment / Other

*
Comments

| do not support the move from healthcare.gov to a privatized enrollment system that relies on for-profit insurance companies who will
not act in my best interest.

| support a Georgia reinsurance program because it will help lower premiums.

Thank you very much.
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Comment Date * 7/21/2020

On behalf of * | am commenting on behalf of.. (choose one)

¢ Myself © Business/Organization

Georgia Reside nt* Are you a Georgia Resident? (choose one)
€ Yes € No
First Name * - Last Name * Barton

L%
Email

Comments

Select the topic area that applies to the comments being submitted and type comments into the field below. To submit comments on multiple
topics select the “Click Here to Add Additional Comments” at the bottom of the page.

Comment Topic ™ General Comment / Other

*
Comments

| do not support the move from healthcare.gov to a privatized enrollment system that relies on for-profit insurance companies who will
not act in my best interest.

| support a Georgia reinsurance program because it will help lower premiums.

Thank you very much.
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Comment Date * 7/23/2020

On behalf of * | am commenting on behalf of.. (choose one)

¢ Myself © Business/Organization

Georgia Reside nt* Are you a Georgia Resident? (choose one)
€ Yes € No
First Name * - Last Name ¥ Basto

L%
Email

Comments

Select the topic area that applies to the comments being submitted and type comments into the field below. To submit comments on multiple
topics select the “Click Here to Add Additional Comments” at the bottom of the page.

Comment Topic ™ General Comment / Other

*
Comments

| do not support the move from healthcare.gov to a privatized enrollment system that relies on for-profit insurance companies who will
not act in my best interest.

| support a Georgia reinsurance program because it will help lower premiums.

Thank you very much.
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Comment Date * 7/23/2020

On behalf of * | am commenting on behalf of.. (choose one)

¢ Myself © Business/Organization

Georgia Reside nt* Are you a Georgia Resident? (choose one)
€ Yes € No
First Name * - Last Name ¥ Bates

L%
Email

Comments

Select the topic area that applies to the comments being submitted and type comments into the field below. To submit comments on multiple
topics select the “Click Here to Add Additional Comments” at the bottom of the page.

Comment Topic ¥ General Comment / Other

*
Comments

When | was in my 20s, | was uninsured, as were most of the people | knew. The people that age now can all get insurance. We need
to keep access to the federal insurance, as it will keep prices lower than privatization will, and young people and disadvantaged
people need that option.

| do not support the move from healthcare.gov to a privatized enroliment system that relies on for-profit insurance companies who will
not act in my best interest.

| support a Georgia reinsurance program because it will help lower premiums.

Thank you very much.
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Select the topic area that applies to the comments being submitted and type comments into the field below. To submit comments on multiple
topics select the “Click Here to Add Additional Comments” at the bottom of the page.
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SHARON BEASLEY-TEAGUE STANDING COMMITTEES:
REPRESENTATIVE DISTRICT 65 GAME, FISH & PARKS
POST OFFICE BOX 488 LEGISLATIVE & CONGRESSIONAL
RED OAK, GA 30272 REAPPORTIONMENT

Email: WAYS & MEANS
rep.sharonbeasleyteague@yahoo.com HUMAN RELATIONS & AGING
House of Representatives

COVERDELL OFFICE BUILDING, ROOM 509, Suite A
ATLANTA, GEORGIA 30334

(404) 656-0229 (direct)

(404) 656-9089 (F)

July 23, 2020

Ryan Loke

c/o The Office of the Governor
206 Washington Street

Suite 115, State Capitol
Atlanta, Georgia 30334

The 1332 Waiver Will Insure Fewer People and Encourage Enrollment in Subpar Plans
The ACA 1332 waiver would change where and how consumers purchase health coverage. Georgia would privatize functions of the
marketplace by preventing its residents from using HealthCare.gov while failing to create its own substitute platform, likely causing
many Georgians to lose coverage. Contrary to the promise of expanded choices, this waiver would rob consumers of their only
option for a guaranteed central source of unbiased information on the comprehensive insurance available to them. Instead,
consumers could enroll in coverage only through private brokers and insurers, who already operate through HealthCare.gov and
have a track record of failing to alert consumers of Medicaid eligibility and picking and choosing the plans they offer, often based on
the size of their commissions.
The 1332 Waiver Will Insure Fewer People and Encourage Enrollment in Subpar Plans
The ACA 1332 waiver would change where and how consumers purchase health coverage. Georgia would privatize functions of the
marketplace by preventing its residents from using HealthCare.gov while failing to create its own substitute platform, likely causing
many Georgians to lose coverage. Contrary to the promise of expanded choices, this waiver would rob consumers of their only
option for a guaranteed central source of unbiased information on the comprehensive insurance available to them. Instead,
consumers could enroll in coverage only through private brokers and insurers, who already operate through HealthCare.gov and
have a track record of failing to alert consumers of Medicaid eligibility and picking and choosing the plans they offer, often based on
the size of their commissions.
God Bless,
Sharon Beasley-Teague — State Representative , District 65
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Comment Date * 7/15/2020

On behalf of * | am commenting on behalf of.. (choose one)

¢ Myself © Business/Organization

Georgia Reside nt* Are you a Georgia Resident? (choose one)
€ Yes € No
First Name * - Last Name ¥ Beaumont

L%
Email

Comments

Select the topic area that applies to the comments being submitted and type comments into the field below. To submit comments on multiple
topics select the “Click Here to Add Additional Comments” at the bottom of the page.

Comment Topic ™ General Comment / Other

*
Comments

| do not support the move from healthcare.gov to a privatized enrollment system that relies on for-profit insurance companies who will
not act in my best interest.

| support a Georgia reinsurance program because it will help lower premiums.

Thank you very much.
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Comment Date * 7/20/2020

On behalf of * | am commenting on behalf of.. (choose one)

¢ Myself © Business/Organization

Georgia Reside nt* Are you a Georgia Resident? (choose one)

C Yes ¢ No

First Name * - Last Name * Bell

Address

Comments

Select the topic area that applies to the comments being submitted and type comments into the field below. To submit comments on multiple
topics select the “Click Here to Add Additional Comments” at the bottom of the page.

Comment Topic ™ General Comment / Other

*
Comments

| do not support the move from healthcare.gov to a privatized enrollment system that relies on for-profit insurance companies who will
not act in my best interest.

| support a Georgia reinsurance program because it will help lower premiums. | support options that serve the underserved and are
easily available to all citizens and work in the best interest of all citizens.

Thank you very much.
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Comment Date * 7/13/2020

On behalf of * | am commenting on behalf of.. (choose one)

¢ Myself © Business/Organization

Georgia Reside nt* Are you a Georgia Resident? (choose one)
€ Yes € No
First Name * - Last Name * Bell

L%
Email

Comments

Select the topic area that applies to the comments being submitted and type comments into the field below. To submit comments on multiple
topics select the “Click Here to Add Additional Comments” at the bottom of the page.

Comment Topic ™ General Comment / Other

*
Comments

| do not support the move from healthcare.gov to a privatized enrollment system that relies on for-profit insurance companies who will
not act in my best interest.

| support a Georgia reinsurance program because it will help lower premiums.

Thank you very much.
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Comment Date * 7/20/2020

On behalf of * | am commenting on behalf of.. (choose one)

¢ Myself © Business/Organization

Georgia Reside nt* Are you a Georgia Resident? (choose one)
€ Yes € No
First Name * - Last Name * Bell

L%
Email

Comments

Select the topic area that applies to the comments being submitted and type comments into the field below. To submit comments on multiple
topics select the “Click Here to Add Additional Comments” at the bottom of the page.

Comment Topic ™ General Comment / Other

*
Comments

| do not support the move from healthcare.gov to a privatized enrollment system that relies on for-profit insurance companies who will
not act in my best interest.

| support a Georgia reinsurance program because it will help lower premiums.

Thank you very much.
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Comment Date * 7/20/2020

On behalf of * | am commenting on behalf of.. (choose one)

¢ Myself © Business/Organization

Georgia Reside nt* Are you a Georgia Resident? (choose one)
€ Yes € No
First Name * - Last Name * Bell

L%
Email

Comments

Select the topic area that applies to the comments being submitted and type comments into the field below. To submit comments on multiple
topics select the “Click Here to Add Additional Comments” at the bottom of the page.

Comment Topic ™ General Comment / Other

*
Comments

| do not support the move from healthcare.gov to a privatized enrollment system that relies on for-profit insurance companies who will
not act in my best interest.

| support a Georgia reinsurance program because it will help lower premiums.

Thank you very much.
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Comment Date * 7/21/2020

On behalf of * | am commenting on behalf of.. (choose one)

¢ Myself © Business/Organization

Georgia Reside nt* Are you a Georgia Resident? (choose one)
€ Yes € No
First Name * - Last Name * Bell

L%
Email

Comments

Select the topic area that applies to the comments being submitted and type comments into the field below. To submit comments on multiple
topics select the “Click Here to Add Additional Comments” at the bottom of the page.

Comment Topic ™ General Comment / Other

*
Comments

| do not support the move from healthcare.gov to a privatized enrollment system that relies on for-profit insurance companies who will
not act in my best interest.

| support a Georgia reinsurance program because it will help lower premiums.

Thank you very much.
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Comment Date * 7/13/2020

On behalf of * | am commenting on behalf of.. (choose one)

¢ Myself © Business/Organization

Georgia Reside nt* Are you a Georgia Resident? (choose one)
€ Yes € No
First Name * - Last Name ¥ Bennett

L%
Email

Comments

Select the topic area that applies to the comments being submitted and type comments into the field below. To submit comments on multiple
topics select the “Click Here to Add Additional Comments” at the bottom of the page.

Comment Topic ™ General Comment / Other

*
Comments

| do not support the move from healthcare.gov to a privatized enrollment system that relies on for-profit insurance companies who will
not act in my best interest.

| support a Georgia reinsurance program because it will help lower premiums.

Thank you very much.
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Comment Date * 7/20/2020

On behalf of * | am commenting on behalf of.. (choose one)

¢ Myself © Business/Organization

Georgia Reside nt* Are you a Georgia Resident? (choose one)
€ Yes € No
First Name * - Last Name ¥ Bennett

L%
Email

Comments

Select the topic area that applies to the comments being submitted and type comments into the field below. To submit comments on multiple
topics select the “Click Here to Add Additional Comments” at the bottom of the page.

Comment Topic ™ General Comment / Other

*
Comments

| do not support the move from healthcare.gov to a privatized enrollment system that relies on for-profit insurance companies who will
not act in my best interest.

| support a Georgia reinsurance program because it will help lower premiums.

Thank you very much.
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Comment Date * 7/23/2020

On behalf of * | am commenting on behalf of.. (choose one)

¢ Myself © Business/Organization

Georgia Reside nt* Are you a Georgia Resident? (choose one)
€ Yes € No
First Name * - Last Name ¥ Bennett

L%
Email

Comments

Select the topic area that applies to the comments being submitted and type comments into the field below. To submit comments on multiple
topics select the “Click Here to Add Additional Comments” at the bottom of the page.

Comment Topic ™ General Comment / Other

*
Comments

| do not support the move from healthcare.gov to a privatized enrollment system that relies on for-profit insurance companies who will
not act in my best interest.

| support a Georgia reinsurance program because it will help lower premiums.

Thank you very much.
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Comment Date * 7/22/2020

On behalf of * | am commenting on behalf of.. (choose one)

¢ Myself © Business/Organization

Georgia Reside nt* Are you a Georgia Resident? (choose one)
€ Yes € No
First Name * - Last Name ¥ Bennett

L%
Email

Comments

Select the topic area that applies to the comments being submitted and type comments into the field below. To submit comments on multiple
topics select the “Click Here to Add Additional Comments” at the bottom of the page.

Comment Topic ™ General Comment / Other

*
Comments

| do not support the move from healthcare.gov to a privatized enrollment system that relies on for-profit insurance companies who will
not act in my best interest.

| support a Georgia reinsurance program because it will help lower premiums.

Thank you very much.
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Comment Date * 7/23/2020

On behalf of * | am commenting on behalf of.. (choose one)

¢ Myself © Business/Organization

Georgia Reside nt* Are you a Georgia Resident? (choose one)
¢ Yes © No
First Name * - Last Name * Berger

L%
Email

Comments

Select the topic area that applies to the comments being submitted and type comments into the field below. To submit comments on multiple
topics select the “Click Here to Add Additional Comments” at the bottom of the page.

Comment Topic ™ Georgia Access Model

*
Comments

We need to be expanding health care. This model will decrease availability of insurance to the many people who are without

insurance and those uninsured. The private model does nothing for our citizens. It only reinforces outdated practices. Healthcare

should be just that and not based on ones ability to pay or navigate a system where someone is profiting from a gamble.
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Comment Date * 7/23/2020

On behalf of * | am commenting on behalf of.. (choose one)

¢ Myself © Business/Organization

Georgia Reside nt* Are you a Georgia Resident? (choose one)
€ Yes € No
First Name * - Last Name * Berkman

L%
Email

Comments

Select the topic area that applies to the comments being submitted and type comments into the field below. To submit comments on multiple
topics select the “Click Here to Add Additional Comments” at the bottom of the page.

Comment Topic ™ General Comment / Other

*
Comments

| do not support the move from healthcare.gov to a privatized enrollment system that relies on for-profit insurance companies who will
not act in my best interest.

| support a Georgia reinsurance program because it will help lower premiums.

Thank you very much.
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Comment Date * 7/23/2020

On behalf of * | am commenting on behalf of.. (choose one)

¢ Myself © Business/Organization

Georgia Reside nt* Are you a Georgia Resident? (choose one)
€ Yes € No
First Name * - Last Name * Berlin

L%
Email

Comments

Select the topic area that applies to the comments being submitted and type comments into the field below. To submit comments on multiple
topics select the “Click Here to Add Additional Comments” at the bottom of the page.

Comment Topic ™ General Comment / Other

*
Comments

| do not support the move from healthcare.gov to a privatized enrollment system that relies on for-profit insurance companies who will
not act in my best interest.

| support a Georgia reinsurance program because it will help lower premiums.

Thank you very much.
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Comment Date * 7/20/2020

On behalf of * | am commenting on behalf of.. (choose one)

¢ Myself © Business/Organization

Georgia Reside nt* Are you a Georgia Resident? (choose one)
€ Yes € No
First Name * - Last Name * Billings

L%
Email

Comments

Select the topic area that applies to the comments being submitted and type comments into the field below. To submit comments on multiple
topics select the “Click Here to Add Additional Comments” at the bottom of the page.

Comment Topic ™ General Comment / Other

*
Comments

| do not support the move from healthcare.gov to a privatized enrollment system that relies on for-profit insurance companies who will
not act in my best interest.

| support a Georgia reinsurance program because it will help lower premiums.

Thank you very much.
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Comment Date * 7/17/2020

On behalf of * | am commenting on behalf of.. (choose one)

¢ Myself © Business/Organization

Georgia Reside nt* Are you a Georgia Resident? (choose one)
€ Yes € No
First Name * - Last Name * Binns

L%
Email

Comments

Select the topic area that applies to the comments being submitted and type comments into the field below. To submit comments on multiple
topics select the “Click Here to Add Additional Comments” at the bottom of the page.

Comment Topic ™ General Comment / Other

*
Comments

| do not support the move from healthcare.gov to a privatized enrollment system that relies on for-profit insurance companies who will
not act in my best interest.

| support a Georgia reinsurance program because it will help lower premiums.

Thank you very much.
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Comment Date * 7/21/2020

On behalf of * | am commenting on behalf of.. (choose one)

¢ Myself © Business/Organization

Georgia Reside nt* Are you a Georgia Resident? (choose one)
€ Yes € No
First Name * - Last Name * Bloch

L%
Email

Comments

Select the topic area that applies to the comments being submitted and type comments into the field below. To submit comments on multiple
topics select the “Click Here to Add Additional Comments” at the bottom of the page.

Comment Topic ™ General Comment / Other

*
Comments

| do not support the move from healthcare.gov to a privatized enrollment system that relies on for-profit insurance companies who will
not act in my best interest.

| support a Georgia reinsurance program because it will help lower premiums.

Thank you very much.
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Comment Date * 7/21/2020

On behalf of * | am commenting on behalf of.. (choose one)

¢ Myself © Business/Organization

Georgia Reside nt* Are you a Georgia Resident? (choose one)
€ Yes € No
First Name * - Last Name ¥ Blumenfeld

L%
Email

Comments

Select the topic area that applies to the comments being submitted and type comments into the field below. To submit comments on multiple
topics select the “Click Here to Add Additional Comments” at the bottom of the page.

Comment Topic ™ General Comment / Other

*
Comments

| do not support the move from healthcare.gov to a privatized enrollment system that relies on for-profit insurance companies who will
not act in my best interest.

| support a Georgia reinsurance program because it will help lower premiums.

Thank you very much.
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Comment Date * 7/14/2020

On behalf of * | am commenting on behalf of.. (choose one)

¢ Myself © Business/Organization

Georgia Reside nt* Are you a Georgia Resident? (choose one)
€ Yes € No
First Name * - Last Name ¥ Blundell

L%
Email

Comments

Select the topic area that applies to the comments being submitted and type comments into the field below. To submit comments on multiple
topics select the “Click Here to Add Additional Comments” at the bottom of the page.

Comment Topic ™ General Comment / Other

*
Comments

| do not support the move from healthcare.gov to a privatized enrollment system that relies on for-profit insurance companies who will
not act in my best interest.

| support a Georgia reinsurance program because it will help lower premiums.

Thank you very much.
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Comment Date * 7/22/2020

On behalf of * | am commenting on behalf of.. (choose one)

¢ Myself © Business/Organization

Georgia Reside nt* Are you a Georgia Resident? (choose one)
€ Yes € No
First Name * - Last Name * Boaz

L%
Email

Comments

Select the topic area that applies to the comments being submitted and type comments into the field below. To submit comments on multiple
topics select the “Click Here to Add Additional Comments” at the bottom of the page.

Comment Topic ™ General Comment / Other

*
Comments

| do not support the move from healthcare.gov to a privatized enrollment system that relies on for-profit insurance companies who will
not act in my best interest.

| support a Georgia reinsurance program because it will help lower premiums.

Thank you very much.
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Comment Date * 7/14/2020

On behalf of * | am commenting on behalf of.. (choose one)

¢ Myself © Business/Organization

Georgia Reside nt* Are you a Georgia Resident? (choose one)
€ Yes € No
First Name * - Last Name * Bock

L%
Email

Comments

Select the topic area that applies to the comments being submitted and type comments into the field below. To submit comments on multiple
topics select the “Click Here to Add Additional Comments” at the bottom of the page.

Comment Topic ™ General Comment / Other

*
Comments

| do not support the move from healthcare.gov to a privatized enrollment system that relies on for-profit insurance companies who will
not act in my best interest.

| support a Georgia reinsurance program because it will help lower premiums.

Thank you very much.
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Public Comments for Waiver 1332

Comment Date * 7/21/2020

On behalf of * | am commenting on behalf of.. (choose one)

¢ Myself © Business/Organization

Georgia Reside nt* Are you a Georgia Resident? (choose one)
€ Yes € No
First Name * - Last Name ¥ Bonnejonne

L%
Email

Comments

Select the topic area that applies to the comments being submitted and type comments into the field below. To submit comments on multiple
topics select the “Click Here to Add Additional Comments” at the bottom of the page.

Comment Topic ™ General Comment / Other

*
Comments

| do not support the move from healthcare.gov to a privatized enrollment system that relies on for-profit insurance companies who will
not act in my best interest.

| support a Georgia reinsurance program because it will help lower premiums.

Thank you very much.
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Public Comments for Waiver 1332

Comment Date * 7/22/2020

On behalf of * | am commenting on behalf of.. (choose one)

¢ Myself © Business/Organization

Georgia Reside nt* Are you a Georgia Resident? (choose one)
€ Yes € No
First Name * - Last Name * Boros

L%
Email

Comments

Select the topic area that applies to the comments being submitted and type comments into the field below. To submit comments on multiple
topics select the “Click Here to Add Additional Comments” at the bottom of the page.

Comment Topic ™ General Comment / Other

*
Comments

| do not support the move from healthcare.gov to a privatized enrollment system that relies on for-profit insurance companies who will
not act in my best interest.

| support a Georgia reinsurance program because it will help lower premiums.

Thank you very much.

{character limit of 32 50X
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Public Comments for Waiver 1332

Comment Date * 7/21/2020

On behalf of * | am commenting on behalf of.. (choose one)

¢ Myself © Business/Organization

Georgia Reside nt* Are you a Georgia Resident? (choose one)
€ Yes € No
First Name * - Last Name ¥ Bosler

L%
Email

Comments

Select the topic area that applies to the comments being submitted and type comments into the field below. To submit comments on multiple
topics select the “Click Here to Add Additional Comments” at the bottom of the page.

Comment Topic ™ General Comment / Other

*
Comments

| do not support the move from healthcare.gov to a privatized enrollment system that relies on for-profit insurance companies who will
not act in my best interest.

| support a Georgia reinsurance program because it will help lower premiums.

Thank you very much.
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Public Comments for Waiver 1332

Comment Date * 7/20/2020

On behalf of * | am commenting on behalf of.. (choose one)

¢ Myself © Business/Organization

Georgia Reside nt* Are you a Georgia Resident? (choose one)
€ Yes € No
First Name * - Last Name * Bostick

L%
Email

Comments

Select the topic area that applies to the comments being submitted and type comments into the field below. To submit comments on multiple
topics select the “Click Here to Add Additional Comments” at the bottom of the page.

Comment Topic ™ General Comment / Other

*
Comments

| do not support the move from healthcare.gov to a privatized enrollment system that relies on for-profit insurance companies who will
not act in my best interest.

| support a Georgia reinsurance program because it will help lower premiums.

Thank you very much.
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Public Comments for Waiver 1332

Comment Date * 7/14/2020

On behalf of * | am commenting on behalf of.. (choose one)

¢ Myself © Business/Organization

Georgia Reside nt* Are you a Georgia Resident? (choose one)
€ Yes € No
First Name * - Last Name * Boswell

L%
Email

Comments

Select the topic area that applies to the comments being submitted and type comments into the field below. To submit comments on multiple
topics select the “Click Here to Add Additional Comments” at the bottom of the page.

Comment Topic ™ General Comment / Other

*
Comments

| do not support the move from healthcare.gov to a privatized enrollment system that relies on for-profit insurance companies who will
not act in my best interest.

| support a Georgia reinsurance program because it will help lower premiums.

Thank you very much.
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Comment Date * 7/18/2020

On behalf of * | am commenting on behalf of.. (choose one)

¢ Myself © Business/Organization

Georgia Reside nt* Are you a Georgia Resident? (choose one)
€ Yes € No
First Name * - Last Name * Bosworth

L%
Email

Comments

Select the topic area that applies to the comments being submitted and type comments into the field below. To submit comments on multiple
topics select the “Click Here to Add Additional Comments” at the bottom of the page.

Comment Topic ™ General Comment / Other

*
Comments

| do not support the move from healthcare.gov to a privatized enrollment system that relies on for-profit insurance companies who will
not act in my best interest.

| support a Georgia reinsurance program because it will help lower premiums.

Thank you very much.

{character limit of 32 50X
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Public Comments for Waiver 1332

Comment Date * 7/20/2020

On behalf of * | am commenting on behalf of.. (choose one)

¢ Myself © Business/Organization

Georgia Reside nt* Are you a Georgia Resident? (choose one)
€ Yes € No
First Name * - Last Name * Bottoms

L%
Email

Comments

Select the topic area that applies to the comments being submitted and type comments into the field below. To submit comments on multiple
topics select the “Click Here to Add Additional Comments” at the bottom of the page.

Comment Topic ™ General Comment / Other

*
Comments

| do not support the move from healthcare.gov to a privatized enrollment system that relies on for-profit insurance companies who will
not act in my best interest.

| support a Georgia reinsurance program because it will help lower premiums.

Thank you very much.
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Public Comments for Waiver 1332

Comment Date * 7/23/2020

On behalf of * | am commenting on behalf of.. (choose one)

¢ Myself © Business/Organization

Georgia Reside nt* Are you a Georgia Resident? (choose one)
€ Yes € No
First Name * - Last Name * Boyd

L%
Email

Comments

Select the topic area that applies to the comments being submitted and type comments into the field below. To submit comments on multiple
topics select the “Click Here to Add Additional Comments” at the bottom of the page.

Comment Topic ™ General Comment / Other

*
Comments

| do not support the move from healthcare.gov to a privatized enrollment system that relies on for-profit insurance companies who will
not act in my best interest.

| support a Georgia reinsurance program because it will help lower premiums.

Thank you very much.
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Public Comments for Waiver 1332

Comment Date * 7/20/2020

On behalf of * | am commenting on behalf of.. (choose one)

¢ Myself © Business/Organization

Georgia Reside nt* Are you a Georgia Resident? (choose one)
€ Yes € No
First Name * - Last Name * Boyens

L%
Email

Comments

Select the topic area that applies to the comments being submitted and type comments into the field below. To submit comments on multiple
topics select the “Click Here to Add Additional Comments” at the bottom of the page.

Comment Topic ™ General Comment / Other

*
Comments

| do not support the move from healthcare.gov to a privatized enrollment system that relies on for-profit insurance companies who will
not act in my best interest.

| support a Georgia reinsurance program because it will help lower premiums.

Thank you very much.
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Public Comments for Waiver 1332

Comment Date * 7/21/2020

On behalf of * | am commenting on behalf of.. (choose one)

¢ Myself © Business/Organization

Georgia Reside nt* Are you a Georgia Resident? (choose one)
€ Yes € No
First Name * - Last Name * Boyle

L%
Email

Comments

Select the topic area that applies to the comments being submitted and type comments into the field below. To submit comments on multiple
topics select the “Click Here to Add Additional Comments” at the bottom of the page.

Comment Topic ™ General Comment / Other

*
Comments

| do not support the move from healthcare.gov to a privatized enrollment system that relies on for-profit insurance companies who will
not act in my best interest.

| support a Georgia reinsurance program because it will help lower premiums.

Thank you very much.
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Public Comments for Waiver 1332

Comment Date * 7/15/2020

On behalf of * | am commenting on behalf of.. (choose one)

¢ Myself © Business/Organization

Georgia Reside nt* Are you a Georgia Resident? (choose one)
€ Yes € No
First Name * - Last Name ¥ Brindell

L%
Email

Comments

Select the topic area that applies to the comments being submitted and type comments into the field below. To submit comments on multiple
topics select the “Click Here to Add Additional Comments” at the bottom of the page.

Comment Topic ™ General Comment / Other

*
Comments

| absolutely do not support the move from healthcare.gov to a privatized enrollment system that relies on for-profit insurance
companies who will not act in my best interest. For-profit health insurance is fundamentally immoral (not that the 'governor' cares
about such things): its whole aim is to deny coverage and claims, while collecting the maximum premium possible. As such, it is not in
my interest for this nonsense to continue, and even less in my interest for the "plan™ to go forward.

| support a Georgia reinsurance program because it will help lower premiums.

Thank you very much.
(character limit of 32,500)



Public Comments for Waiver 1332

Comment Date * 7/21/2020

On behalf of * | am commenting on behalf of.. (choose one)

¢ Myself © Business/Organization

Georgia Reside nt* Are you a Georgia Resident? (choose one)
€ Yes € No
First Name * - Last Name ¥ Brooks

L%
Email

Comments

Select the topic area that applies to the comments being submitted and type comments into the field below. To submit comments on multiple
topics select the “Click Here to Add Additional Comments” at the bottom of the page.

Comment Topic ™ General Comment / Other

*
Comments

| do not support the move from healthcare.gov to a privatized enrollment system that relies on for-profit insurance companies who will
not act in my best interest.

| support a Georgia reinsurance program because it will help lower premiums.

Thank you very much.
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Public Comments for Waiver 1332

Comment Date * 7/23/2020

On behalf of * | am commenting on behalf of.. (choose one)

¢ Myself © Business/Organization

Georgia Reside nt* Are you a Georgia Resident? (choose one)
¢ Yes © No
First Name * - Last Name * Brown

L%
Email

Comments

Select the topic area that applies to the comments being submitted and type comments into the field below. To submit comments on multiple
topics select the “Click Here to Add Additional Comments” at the bottom of the page.

Comment Topic ™ Georgia Access Model

*
Comments

Ga needs the clarity of the Marketplace as a vehicle to understand insurance choices. Insurance companies intentionally try to sell
confusing products. The marketplace is critical to being able to make an informed choice about the life and death decision a yr of
healthcare. Protect GA and keep the Marketplace.

(character limit of 32,500)



Public Comments for Waiver 1332

Comment Date * 7/23/2020

On behalf of * | am commenting on behalf of.. (choose one)

¢ Myself © Business/Organization

Georgia Reside nt* Are you a Georgia Resident? (choose one)
€ Yes € No
First Name * - Last Name * Brown

L%
Email

Comments

Select the topic area that applies to the comments being submitted and type comments into the field below. To submit comments on multiple
topics select the “Click Here to Add Additional Comments” at the bottom of the page.

Comment Topic ™ General Comment / Other

*
Comments

| do not support the move from healthcare.gov to a privatized enrollment system that relies on for-profit insurance companies who will
not act in my best interest.

| support a Georgia reinsurance program because it will help lower premiums.

Thank you very much.
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Public Comments for Waiver 1332

Comment Date * 7/21/2020

On behalf of * | am commenting on behalf of.. (choose one)

¢ Myself © Business/Organization

Georgia Reside nt* Are you a Georgia Resident? (choose one)
€ Yes € No
First Name * - Last Name * Brown

L%
Email

Comments

Select the topic area that applies to the comments being submitted and type comments into the field below. To submit comments on multiple
topics select the “Click Here to Add Additional Comments” at the bottom of the page.

Comment Topic ™ General Comment / Other

*
Comments

| do not support the move from healthcare.gov to a privatized enrollment system that relies on for-profit insurance companies who will
not act in my best interest.

| support a Georgia reinsurance program because it will help lower premiums.

Thank you very much.
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Public Comments for Waiver 1332

Comment Date * 7/21/2020

On behalf of * | am commenting on behalf of.. (choose one)

¢ Myself © Business/Organization

Georgia Reside nt* Are you a Georgia Resident? (choose one)
€ Yes € No
First Name * - Last Name * Brown

L%
Email

Comments

Select the topic area that applies to the comments being submitted and type comments into the field below. To submit comments on multiple
topics select the “Click Here to Add Additional Comments” at the bottom of the page.

Comment Topic ™ General Comment / Other

*
Comments

| do not support the move from healthcare.gov to a privatized enrollment system that relies on for-profit insurance companies who will
not act in my best interest.

| support a Georgia reinsurance program because it will help lower premiums.

Thank you very much.
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Public Comments for Waiver 1332

Comment Date * 7/14/2020

On behalf of * | am commenting on behalf of.. (choose one)

¢ Myself © Business/Organization

Georgia Reside nt* Are you a Georgia Resident? (choose one)
€ Yes € No
First Name * - Last Name * Bruce

L%
Email

Comments

Select the topic area that applies to the comments being submitted and type comments into the field below. To submit comments on multiple
topics select the “Click Here to Add Additional Comments” at the bottom of the page.

Comment Topic ™ General Comment / Other

*
Comments

| do not support the move from healthcare.gov to a privatized enrollment system that relies on for-profit insurance companies who will
not act in my best interest.

| support a Georgia reinsurance program because it will help lower premiums.

This plan does not add any new ways for people to shop for health coverage. Instead, it only serves to shut off the most trusted and
widely used path for Georgians purchasing their own coverage.

Thank you very much.
(character limit of 32,500)



Public Comments for Waiver 1332

Comment Date * 7/21/2020

On behalf of * | am commenting on behalf of.. (choose one)

¢ Myself © Business/Organization

Georgia Reside nt* Are you a Georgia Resident? (choose one)
€ Yes € No
First Name * - Last Name * Bruce

L%
Email

Comments

Select the topic area that applies to the comments being submitted and type comments into the field below. To submit comments on multiple
topics select the “Click Here to Add Additional Comments” at the bottom of the page.

Comment Topic ™ General Comment / Other

*
Comments

| do not support the move from healthcare.gov to a privatized enrollment system that relies on for-profit insurance companies who will
not act in my best interest.

| support a Georgia reinsurance program because it will help lower premiums.

Thank you very much.
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Public Comments for Waiver 1332

Comment Date * 7/23/2020

On behalf of * | am commenting on behalf of.. (choose one)

¢ Myself © Business/Organization

Georgia Reside nt* Are you a Georgia Resident? (choose one)
€ Yes € No
First Name * - Last Name * bryant

L%
Email

Comments

Select the topic area that applies to the comments being submitted and type comments into the field below. To submit comments on multiple
topics select the “Click Here to Add Additional Comments” at the bottom of the page.

Comment Topic ¥ General Comment / Other

*
Comments

| am strongly and passionately opposed to Gov. Kemp's removal of our option to use healthcare.gov. The move to a privatized
enroliment system that relies on for-profit insurance companies who will not act in my best interest.

We were so thankful for healthcare.gov when we lost our health insurance in March due to COVID-19 layoffs. The site was incredibly
easy to use, the customer service agent was extremely knowledgeable and held my hand every step of the way, there were a wealth
of options, and we found affordable insurance for myself and my husband, and a separate plan for our 21 year old daughter who
lives out of state.

Healthcare.gov works, is not influenced by for-profit motives, and has made a huge difference for tens of thousands during the
COVID-19 crisis. Do Not Remove this well-tested and citizen-serving option from Georgians.

| do support the Georgia reinsurance program part of Gov. Kemp's bill because it will help lower premiums for some citizens.

Thank you.
(character limit of 32,500)



Public Comments for Waiver 1332

Comment Date * 7/21/2020

On behalf of * | am commenting on behalf of.. (choose one)

¢ Myself © Business/Organization

Georgia Reside nt* Are you a Georgia Resident? (choose one)
€ Yes € No
First Name * - Last Name * Buchanan

L%
Email

Comments

Select the topic area that applies to the comments being submitted and type comments into the field below. To submit comments on multiple
topics select the “Click Here to Add Additional Comments” at the bottom of the page.

Comment Topic ™ General Comment / Other

*
Comments

| do not support the move from healthcare.gov to a privatized enrollment system that relies on for-profit insurance companies who will
not act in my best interest.

| support a Georgia reinsurance program because it will help lower premiums.

Thank you very much.
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Public Comments for Waiver 1332

Comment Date * 7/23/2020

On behalf of * | am commenting on behalf of.. (choose one)

¢ Myself © Business/Organization

Georgia Reside nt* Are you a Georgia Resident? (choose one)
€ Yes € No
First Name * - Last Name * Burlingame

L%
Email

Comments

Select the topic area that applies to the comments being submitted and type comments into the field below. To submit comments on multiple
topics select the “Click Here to Add Additional Comments” at the bottom of the page.

Comment Topic ™ General Comment / Other

*
Comments

| do not support the move from healthcare.gov to a privatized enrollment system that relies on for-profit insurance companies who will
not act in my best interest.

| support a Georgia reinsurance program because it will help lower premiums.

Thank you very much.
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Public Comments for Waiver 1332

Comment Date * 7/21/2020

On behalf of * | am commenting on behalf of.. (choose one)

¢ Myself © Business/Organization

Georgia Reside nt* Are you a Georgia Resident? (choose one)
€ Yes € No
First Name * - Last Name ¥ Burton-Edwards

L%
Email

Comments

Select the topic area that applies to the comments being submitted and type comments into the field below. To submit comments on multiple
topics select the “Click Here to Add Additional Comments” at the bottom of the page.

Comment Topic ™ General Comment / Other

*
Comments

| do not support the move from healthcare.gov to a privatized enrollment system that relies on for-profit insurance companies who will
not act in my best interest.

| support a Georgia reinsurance program because it will help lower premiums.

Thank you very much.
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Comment Date * 7/24/2020

On behalf of * | am commenting on behalf of.. (choose one)

¢ Myself © Business/Organization

Georgia Reside nt* Are you a Georgia Resident? (choose one)
¢ Yes © No
First Name * - Last Name * Callaway

L%
Email

Comments

Select the topic area that applies to the comments being submitted and type comments into the field below. To submit comments on multiple
topics select the “Click Here to Add Additional Comments” at the bottom of the page.

Comment Topic ™ Reinsurance Program

Comments*
Ditching healthcare.gov is dumb. Don't do it.

(character limit of 32.500)
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Comment Date * 7/22/2020

On behalf of * | am commenting on behalf of.. (choose one)

¢ Myself © Business/Organization

Georgia Reside nt* Are you a Georgia Resident? (choose one)
€ Yes € No
First Name * - Last Name ¥ Callum

L%
Email

Comments

Select the topic area that applies to the comments being submitted and type comments into the field below. To submit comments on multiple
topics select the “Click Here to Add Additional Comments” at the bottom of the page.

Comment Topic ™ General Comment / Other

*
Comments

| do not support the move from healthcare.gov to a privatized enrollment system that relies on for-profit insurance companies who will
not act in my best interest.

| support a Georgia reinsurance program because it will help lower premiums.

Thank you very much.
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Public Comments for Waiver 1332

Comment Date * 7/22/2020

On behalf of * | am commenting on behalf of.. (choose one)

¢ Myself © Business/Organization

Georgia Reside nt* Are you a Georgia Resident? (choose one)
€ Yes € No
First Name * - Last Name ¥ Camarillo

L%
Email

Comments

Select the topic area that applies to the comments being submitted and type comments into the field below. To submit comments on multiple
topics select the “Click Here to Add Additional Comments” at the bottom of the page.

Comment Topic ™ General Comment / Other

*
Comments

| do not support the move from healthcare.gov to a privatized enrollment system that relies on for-profit insurance companies who will
not act in my best interest.

| support a Georgia reinsurance program because it will help lower premiums.

Thank you very much.
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Public Comments for Waiver 1332

Comment Date * 7/20/2020

On behalf of * | am commenting on behalf of.. (choose one)

¢ Myself © Business/Organization

Georgia Reside nt* Are you a Georgia Resident? (choose one)
€ Yes € No
First Name * - Last Name * Campis

L%
Email

Comments

Select the topic area that applies to the comments being submitted and type comments into the field below. To submit comments on multiple
topics select the “Click Here to Add Additional Comments” at the bottom of the page.

Comment Topic ™ General Comment / Other

*
Comments

| do not support the move from healthcare.gov to a privatized enrollment system that relies on for-profit insurance companies who will
not act in my best interest.

| support a Georgia reinsurance program because it will help lower premiums.

Thank you very much.
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Public Comments for Waiver 1332

Comment Date * 7/21/2020

On behalf of * | am commenting on behalf of.. (choose one)

¢ Myself © Business/Organization

Georgia Reside nt* Are you a Georgia Resident? (choose one)
€ Yes € No
First Name * - Last Name * Camplone

L%
Email

Comments

Select the topic area that applies to the comments being submitted and type comments into the field below. To submit comments on multiple
topics select the “Click Here to Add Additional Comments” at the bottom of the page.

Comment Topic ™ General Comment / Other

*
Comments

| do not support the move from healthcare.gov to a privatized enrollment system that relies on for-profit insurance companies who will
not act in my best interest.

| support a Georgia reinsurance program because it will help lower premiums.

Thank you very much.
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Comment Date * 7/16/2020

On behalf of * | am commenting on behalf of.. (choose one)

¢ Myself © Business/Organization

Georgia Reside nt* Are you a Georgia Resident? (choose one)
€ Yes € No
First Name * - Last Name * Canada

L%
Email

Comments

Select the topic area that applies to the comments being submitted and type comments into the field below. To submit comments on multiple
topics select the “Click Here to Add Additional Comments” at the bottom of the page.

Comment Topic ™ General Comment / Other

*
Comments

| do not support the move from healthcare.gov to a privatized enrollment system that relies on for-profit insurance companies who will
not act in my best interest.

| support a Georgia reinsurance program because it will help lower premiums.
(character limit of 32,500)



Public Comments for Waiver 1332

Comment Date * 7/15/2020

On behalf of * | am commenting on behalf of.. (choose one)

¢ Myself © Business/Organization

Georgia Reside nt* Are you a Georgia Resident? (choose one)
€ Yes € No
First Name * - Last Name ¥ Cantrell

L%
Email

Comments

Select the topic area that applies to the comments being submitted and type comments into the field below. To submit comments on multiple
topics select the “Click Here to Add Additional Comments” at the bottom of the page.

Comment Topic ™ General Comment / Other

*
Comments

| do not support the move from healthcare.gov to a privatized enrollment system that relies on for-profit insurance companies who will
not act in my best interest. This proposal should be given a quiet funeral.

| support a Georgia reinsurance program because it will help lower premiums.

Thank you very much.
(character limit of 32,500)



Public Comments for Waiver 1332

Comment Date * 7/23/2020

On behalf of * | am commenting on behalf of.. (choose one)

¢ Myself © Business/Organization

Georgia Reside nt* Are you a Georgia Resident? (choose one)
¢ Yes © No
First Name * - Last Name ¥ Cappelletti

L%
Email

Comments

Select the topic area that applies to the comments being submitted and type comments into the field below. To submit comments on multiple
topics select the “Click Here to Add Additional Comments” at the bottom of the page.

Comment Topic ™ General Comment / Other

Comments *

This act is discrimination pure and simple. Health care is human Right. Please don't do this expand Medicare. Work requirements for

people who are houseless, poor, no care for addicts. Those are the people who need it the most. Shame on you governor Kemp.
(character limit of 32,500)



Public Comments for Waiver 1332

Comment Date * 7/24/2020

On behalf of * | am commenting on behalf of.. (choose one)

¢ Myself © Business/Organization

Georgia Reside nt* Are you a Georgia Resident? (choose one)
¢ Yes © No
First Name * - Last Name * Carlson

L%
Email

Comments

Select the topic area that applies to the comments being submitted and type comments into the field below. To submit comments on multiple
topics select the “Click Here to Add Additional Comments” at the bottom of the page.

Comment Topic ™ Reinsurance Program

*
Comments

Please do not take health coverage away from folks who do not have the means to provide and pay for this themselves. It is simply
inhumane. Where are our ridiculous high taxed dollars going for goodness sakes? Thank you for listening.
(character limit of 32,500)



Public Comments for Waiver 1332

Comment Date * 7/21/2020

On behalf of * | am commenting on behalf of.. (choose one)

¢ Myself © Business/Organization

Georgia Reside nt* Are you a Georgia Resident? (choose one)
€ Yes € No
First Name * - Last Name * Carmona

L%
Email

Comments

Select the topic area that applies to the comments being submitted and type comments into the field below. To submit comments on multiple
topics select the “Click Here to Add Additional Comments” at the bottom of the page.

Comment Topic ™ General Comment / Other

*
Comments

| do not support the move from healthcare.gov to a privatized enrollment system that relies on for-profit insurance companies who will
not act in my best interest.

| support a Georgia reinsurance program because it will help lower premiums.

Thank you very much.
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Public Comments for Waiver 1332

Comment Date * 7/23/2020

On behalf of * | am commenting on behalf of.. (choose one)

¢ Myself © Business/Organization

Georgia Reside nt* Are you a Georgia Resident? (choose one)
€ Yes € No
First Name * - Last Name * Carr

L%
Email

Comments

Select the topic area that applies to the comments being submitted and type comments into the field below. To submit comments on multiple
topics select the “Click Here to Add Additional Comments” at the bottom of the page.

Comment Topic ™ General Comment / Other

*
Comments

| do not support the move from healthcare.gov to a privatized enrollment system that relies on for-profit insurance companies who will
not act in my best interest.

| support a Georgia reinsurance program because it will help lower premiums.

Thank you very much.
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Public Comments for Waiver 1332

Comment Date * 7/22/2020

On behalf of * | am commenting on behalf of.. (choose one)

¢ Myself © Business/Organization

Georgia Reside nt* Are you a Georgia Resident? (choose one)
€ Yes € No
First Name * - Last Name ¥ Carroll

L%
Email

Comments

Select the topic area that applies to the comments being submitted and type comments into the field below. To submit comments on multiple
topics select the “Click Here to Add Additional Comments” at the bottom of the page.

Comment Topic ™ General Comment / Other

*
Comments

| do not support the move from healthcare.gov to a privatized enrollment system that relies on for-profit insurance companies who will
not act in my best interest.

| support a Georgia reinsurance program because it will help lower premiums.

Thank you very much.
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Public Comments for Waiver 1332

Comment Date * 7/22/2020

On behalf of * | am commenting on behalf of.. (choose one)

¢ Myself © Business/Organization

Georgia Reside nt* Are you a Georgia Resident? (choose one)
€ Yes € No
First Name * - Last Name * CARROLL

L%
Email

Comments

Select the topic area that applies to the comments being submitted and type comments into the field below. To submit comments on multiple
topics select the “Click Here to Add Additional Comments” at the bottom of the page.

Comment Topic ™ General Comment / Other

*
Comments

| do not support the move from healthcare.gov to a privatized enrollment system that relies on for-profit insurance companies who will
not act in my best interest.

| support a Georgia reinsurance program because it will help lower premiums.

Thank you very much.
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Public Comments for Waiver 1332

Comment Date * 7/22/2020

On behalf of * | am commenting on behalf of.. (choose one)

¢ Myself © Business/Organization

Georgia Reside nt* Are you a Georgia Resident? (choose one)
€ Yes € No
First Name * - Last Name * Carter

L%
Email

Comments

Select the topic area that applies to the comments being submitted and type comments into the field below. To submit comments on multiple
topics select the “Click Here to Add Additional Comments” at the bottom of the page.

Comment Topic ™ General Comment / Other

*
Comments

| do not support the move from healthcare.gov to a privatized enrollment system that relies on for-profit insurance companies who will
not act in my best interest.

| support a Georgia reinsurance program because it will help lower premiums.

Thank you very much.
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Comment Date * 7/21/2020

On behalf of * | am commenting on behalf of.. (choose one)

¢ Myself © Business/Organization

Georgia Reside nt* Are you a Georgia Resident? (choose one)
€ Yes € No
First Name * - Last Name * Carter

L%
Email

Comments

Select the topic area that applies to the comments being submitted and type comments into the field below. To submit comments on multiple
topics select the “Click Here to Add Additional Comments” at the bottom of the page.

Comment Topic ™ General Comment / Other

*
Comments

| do not support the move from healthcare.gov to a privatized enrollment system that relies on for-profit insurance companies who will
not act in my best interest.

| support a Georgia reinsurance program because it will help lower premiums.

Thank you very much.
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Comment Date * 7/23/2020

On behalf of * | am commenting on behalf of.. (choose one)

¢ Myself © Business/Organization

Georgia Reside nt* Are you a Georgia Resident? (choose one)
€ Yes € No
First Name * - Last Name * Casey

L%
Email

Comments

Select the topic area that applies to the comments being submitted and type comments into the field below. To submit comments on multiple
topics select the “Click Here to Add Additional Comments” at the bottom of the page.

Comment Topic ¥ General Comment / Other

*
Comments

| do not support the move from healthcare.gov to a privatized enrollment system that relies on for-profit insurance companies who will
not act in my best interest. Under this plan Georgia consumers would be the only people in the U.S. forced to go without this
resource and instead rely on private entities for shopping and enroliment. As a small business owner who is responsible for my
family's healthcare, | prefer a way to search for and obtain health insurance without being forced to interact only with for-profit
insurance companies.

| support a Georgia reinsurance program because it will help lower premiums.

Thank you very much.
(character limit of 32,500)



Public Comments for Waiver 1332

Comment Date * 7/23/2020

On behalf of * | am commenting on behalf of.. (choose one)

¢ Myself © Business/Organization

Georgia Reside nt* Are you a Georgia Resident? (choose one)
€ Yes € No
First Name * - Last Name ¥ Chernova

L%
Email

Comments

Select the topic area that applies to the comments being submitted and type comments into the field below. To submit comments on multiple
topics select the “Click Here to Add Additional Comments” at the bottom of the page.

Comment Topic ™ General Comment / Other

*
Comments

| do not support the move from healthcare.gov to a privatized enrollment system that relies on for-profit insurance companies who will
not act in my best interest.

| support a Georgia reinsurance program because it will help lower premiums.

Thank you very much.
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Comment Date * 7/22/2020

On behalf of * | am commenting on behalf of.. (choose one)

¢ Myself © Business/Organization

Georgia Reside nt* Are you a Georgia Resident? (choose one)
€ Yes € No
First Name * - Last Name * Choi

L%
Email

Comments

Select the topic area that applies to the comments being submitted and type comments into the field below. To submit comments on multiple
topics select the “Click Here to Add Additional Comments” at the bottom of the page.

Comment Topic* General Comment / Other

*
Comments

As a resident of the state of Georgia, | demand that the governor revoke his support towards moving the health insurance platform to
a privatized one. During the time of a world pandemic, having insurance at a reasonable and affordable rate is something that all
Georgians deserve. We are already paying extreme premiums for car insurance. We don't need to add healthcare to the list of
travestities that plague this state.

Thank you very much.
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Comment Date * 7/21/2020

On behalf of * | am commenting on behalf of.. (choose one)

¢ Myself © Business/Organization

Georgia Reside nt* Are you a Georgia Resident? (choose one)
€ Yes € No
First Name * - Last Name * CLARKE

L%
Email

Comments

Select the topic area that applies to the comments being submitted and type comments into the field below. To submit comments on multiple
topics select the “Click Here to Add Additional Comments” at the bottom of the page.

Comment Topic ™ General Comment / Other

*
Comments

| do not support the move from healthcare.gov to a privatized enrollment system that relies on for-profit insurance companies who will
not act in my best interest.

| support a Georgia reinsurance program because it will help lower premiums.

Thank you very much.
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Public Comments for Waiver 1332

Comment Date * 7/21/2020

On behalf of * | am commenting on behalf of.. (choose one)

¢ Myself © Business/Organization

Georgia Reside nt* Are you a Georgia Resident? (choose one)
€ Yes € No
First Name * - Last Name * Clayton

L%
Email

Comments

Select the topic area that applies to the comments being submitted and type comments into the field below. To submit comments on multiple
topics select the “Click Here to Add Additional Comments” at the bottom of the page.

Comment Topic ™ General Comment / Other

*
Comments

| do not support the move from healthcare.gov to a privatized enrollment system that relies on for-profit insurance companies who will
not act in my best interest.

| support a Georgia reinsurance program because it will help lower premiums.

Thank you very much.
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Comment Date * 7/21/2020

On behalf of * | am commenting on behalf of.. (choose one)

¢ Myself © Business/Organization

Georgia Reside nt* Are you a Georgia Resident? (choose one)
€ Yes € No
First Name * - Last Name * Clemmons

L%
Email

Comments

Select the topic area that applies to the comments being submitted and type comments into the field below. To submit comments on multiple
topics select the “Click Here to Add Additional Comments” at the bottom of the page.

Comment Topic ™ General Comment / Other

*
Comments

| do not support the move from healthcare.gov to a privatized enrollment system that relies on for-profit insurance companies who will
not act in my best interest.

| support a Georgia reinsurance program because it will help lower premiums.

Thank you very much.
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Comment Date * 7/23/2020

On behalf of * | am commenting on behalf of.. (choose one)

¢ Myself © Business/Organization

Georgia Reside nt* Are you a Georgia Resident? (choose one)
€ Yes € No
First Name * - Last Name ¥ Coles

L%
Email

Comments

Select the topic area that applies to the comments being submitted and type comments into the field below. To submit comments on multiple
topics select the “Click Here to Add Additional Comments” at the bottom of the page.

Comment Topic ™ General Comment / Other

*
Comments

| do not support the move from healthcare.gov to a privatized enrollment system that relies on for-profit insurance companies who will
not act in my best interest.

| support a Georgia reinsurance program because it will help lower premiums.

Thank you very much.
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Comment Date * 7/22/2020

On behalf of * | am commenting on behalf of.. (choose one)

¢ Myself © Business/Organization

Georgia Reside nt* Are you a Georgia Resident? (choose one)
€ Yes € No
First Name * - Last Name * Coletti

L%
Email

Comments

Select the topic area that applies to the comments being submitted and type comments into the field below. To submit comments on multiple
topics select the “Click Here to Add Additional Comments” at the bottom of the page.

Comment Topic ™ General Comment / Other

*
Comments

| do not support the move from healthcare.gov to a privatized enrollment system that relies on for-profit insurance companies who will
not act in my best interest.

| support a Georgia reinsurance program because it will help lower premiums.

Thank you very much.
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Comment Date * 7/23/2020

On behalf of * | am commenting on behalf of.. (choose one)

¢ Myself © Business/Organization

Georgia Reside nt* Are you a Georgia Resident? (choose one)
¢ Yes © No
First Name * - Last Name * Collett

L%
Email

Comments

Select the topic area that applies to the comments being submitted and type comments into the field below. To submit comments on multiple
topics select the “Click Here to Add Additional Comments” at the bottom of the page.

Comment Topic ¥ Georgia Access Model

*
Comments

Hello,

I've bought my health insurance through healthcare.gov since the website was created and absolutely want to keep using it. | totally
disagree with any plan to prevent Georgians from using it in the future. The one-stop shopping and price comparison available
through healthcare.gov is very valuable and taking that away would be a disservice to Georgians. Please do the right thing for
Georgians and maintain our access to healthcare.gov and don’t take away something that is working well and providing a valuable
service.

Thank you.
(character limit of 32,500)



Public Comments for Waiver 1332

Comment Date * 7/21/2020

On behalf of * | am commenting on behalf of.. (choose one)

¢ Myself © Business/Organization

Georgia Reside nt* Are you a Georgia Resident? (choose one)
€ Yes € No
First Name * - Last Name * Collins

L%
Email

Comments

Select the topic area that applies to the comments being submitted and type comments into the field below. To submit comments on multiple
topics select the “Click Here to Add Additional Comments” at the bottom of the page.

Comment Topic ™ General Comment / Other

*
Comments

| do not support the move from healthcare.gov to a privatized enrollment system that relies on for-profit insurance companies who will
not act in my best interest.

| support a Georgia reinsurance program because it will help lower premiums.

Thank you very much.
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Public Comments for Waiver 1332

Comment Date * 7/23/2020

On behalf of * | am commenting on behalf of.. (choose one)

¢ Myself © Business/Organization

Georgia Reside nt* Are you a Georgia Resident? (choose one)
€ Yes € No
First Name * - Last Name ¥ Conde

L%
Email

Comments

Select the topic area that applies to the comments being submitted and type comments into the field below. To submit comments on multiple
topics select the “Click Here to Add Additional Comments” at the bottom of the page.

Comment Topic ¥ General Comment / Other

*
Comments

| do not support the move from healthcare.gov to a privatized enrollment system that relies on for-profit insurance companies who will
not act in my best interest. The ACA made it possible for my family to survive and access the health care we desperately need for
mine and my son's hemophilia. It is irresponsible to put a price tag on the lives of Georgians and allow insurance companies to take
advantage of people in need. Georgia can and should do better for us all.

| support a Georgia reinsurance program because it will help lower premiums.

Thank you very much.
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Public Comments for Waiver 1332

Comment Date * 7/23/2020

On behalf of * | am commenting on behalf of.. (choose one)

¢ Myself © Business/Organization

Georgia Reside nt* Are you a Georgia Resident? (choose one)
€ Yes € No
First Name * - Last Name ¥ Conde

L%
Email

Comments

Select the topic area that applies to the comments being submitted and type comments into the field below. To submit comments on multiple
topics select the “Click Here to Add Additional Comments” at the bottom of the page.

Comment Topic* General Comment / Other

*
Comments

| do not support the move from healthcare.gov to a privatized enrollment system that relies on for-profit insurance companies who will
not act in my best interest. This plan dismantles a powerful tool that gives many Georgians access to affordable health care.
Georgians need the state to look out for their health and finances and this plan does the complete opposite.

| support a Georgia reinsurance program because it will help lower premiums.

Thank you very much.
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Public Comments for Waiver 1332

Comment Date * 7/23/2020

On behalf of * | am commenting on behalf of.. (choose one)

¢ Myself © Business/Organization

Georgia Reside nt* Are you a Georgia Resident? (choose one)
€ Yes € No
First Name * - Last Name * Corey

L%
Email

Comments

Select the topic area that applies to the comments being submitted and type comments into the field below. To submit comments on multiple
topics select the “Click Here to Add Additional Comments” at the bottom of the page.

Comment Topic ™ General Comment / Other

*
Comments

| do not support the move from healthcare.gov to a privatized enrollment system that relies on for-profit insurance companies who will
not act in my best interest.

| support a Georgia reinsurance program because it will help lower premiums.

Thank you very much.
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Public Comments for Waiver 1332

Comment Date * 7/21/2020

On behalf of * | am commenting on behalf of.. (choose one)

¢ Myself © Business/Organization

Georgia Reside nt* Are you a Georgia Resident? (choose one)
€ Yes € No
First Name * - Last Name * Corry

L%
Email

Comments

Select the topic area that applies to the comments being submitted and type comments into the field below. To submit comments on multiple
topics select the “Click Here to Add Additional Comments” at the bottom of the page.

Comment Topic ™ General Comment / Other

*
Comments

| do not support the move from healthcare.gov to a privatized enrollment system that relies on for-profit insurance companies who will
not act in my best interest.

| support a Georgia reinsurance program because it will help lower premiums.

Thank you very much.
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Public Comments for Waiver 1332

Comment Date * 7/21/2020

On behalf of * | am commenting on behalf of.. (choose one)

¢ Myself © Business/Organization

Georgia Reside nt* Are you a Georgia Resident? (choose one)
€ Yes € No
First Name * - Last Name ¥ Cortes

L%
Email

Comments

Select the topic area that applies to the comments being submitted and type comments into the field below. To submit comments on multiple
topics select the “Click Here to Add Additional Comments” at the bottom of the page.

Comment Topic ™ General Comment / Other

*
Comments

| do not support the move from healthcare.gov to a privatized enrollment system that relies on for-profit insurance companies who will
not act in my best interest.

| support a Georgia reinsurance program because it will help lower premiums.

Thank you very much.
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Comment Date * 7/14/2020

On behalf of * | am commenting on behalf of.. (choose one)

¢ Myself © Business/Organization

Georgia Reside nt* Are you a Georgia Resident? (choose one)
€ Yes € No
First Name * - Last Name * Cothran

L%
Email

Comments

Select the topic area that applies to the comments being submitted and type comments into the field below. To submit comments on multiple
topics select the “Click Here to Add Additional Comments” at the bottom of the page.

Comment Topic ™ General Comment / Other

*
Comments

| do not support the move from healthcare.gov to a privatized enrollment system that relies on for-profit insurance companies who will
not act in my best interest.

| support a Georgia reinsurance program because it will help lower premiums.

Thank you very much.
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Comment Date * 7/20/2020

On behalf of * | am commenting on behalf of.. (choose one)

¢ Myself © Business/Organization

Georgia Reside nt* Are you a Georgia Resident? (choose one)
€ Yes € No
First Name * - Last Name ¥ Cottrell

L%
Email

Comments

Select the topic area that applies to the comments being submitted and type comments into the field below. To submit comments on multiple
topics select the “Click Here to Add Additional Comments” at the bottom of the page.

Comment Topic ™ General Comment / Other

*
Comments

| do not support the move from healthcare.gov to a privatized enrollment system that relies on for-profit insurance companies who will
not act in my best interest.

| support a Georgia reinsurance program because it will help lower premiums.

Thank you very much.
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Comment Date * 7/14/2020

On behalf of * | am commenting on behalf of.. (choose one)

¢ Myself © Business/Organization

Georgia Reside nt* Are you a Georgia Resident? (choose one)
€ Yes € No
First Name * - Last Name * Crain

L%
Email

Comments

Select the topic area that applies to the comments being submitted and type comments into the field below. To submit comments on multiple
topics select the “Click Here to Add Additional Comments” at the bottom of the page.

Comment Topic ™ General Comment / Other

*
Comments

| do not support the move from healthcare.gov to a privatized enrollment system that relies on for-profit insurance companies who will
not act in my best interest.

We have recently endure the outcome of Georgia leadership "simplifying" voting in person and by Absentee Ballot. Please do not try
to fix healthcare enrollment by making it confusing. Your plan is going to cause more harm than just frustration. Your plan likely will
cause people to make selections they really do not want/need. Is this to benefit insurance companies who in turn offer assistance to
political friends?

| support a Georgia reinsurance program because it will help lower premiums.

Thank you very much.
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Public Comments for Waiver 1332

Comment Date * 7/15/2020

On behalf of * | am commenting on behalf of.. (choose one)

¢ Myself © Business/Organization

Georgia Reside nt* Are you a Georgia Resident? (choose one)
€ Yes € No
First Name * - Last Name * Cranford

L%
Email

Comments

Select the topic area that applies to the comments being submitted and type comments into the field below. To submit comments on multiple
topics select the “Click Here to Add Additional Comments” at the bottom of the page.

Comment Topic ™ General Comment / Other

*
Comments

| do not support the move from healthcare.gov to a privatized enrollment system that relies on for-profit insurance companies who will
not act in my best interest.

| support a Georgia reinsurance program because it will help lower premiums.

Thank you very much.
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Comment Date * 7/21/2020

On behalf of * | am commenting on behalf of.. (choose one)

¢ Myself © Business/Organization

Georgia Reside nt* Are you a Georgia Resident? (choose one)
€ Yes € No
First Name * - Last Name * cubi

L%
Email

Comments

Select the topic area that applies to the comments being submitted and type comments into the field below. To submit comments on multiple
topics select the “Click Here to Add Additional Comments” at the bottom of the page.

Comment Topic ™ General Comment / Other

*
Comments

| do not support the move from healthcare.gov to a privatized enrollment system that relies on for-profit insurance companies who will
not act in my best interest.

| support a Georgia reinsurance program because it will help lower premiums.

Thank you very much.
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Comment Date * 7/21/2020

On behalf of * | am commenting on behalf of.. (choose one)

¢ Myself © Business/Organization

Georgia Reside nt* Are you a Georgia Resident? (choose one)
€ Yes € No
First Name * - Last Name * Cucher

L%
Email

Comments

Select the topic area that applies to the comments being submitted and type comments into the field below. To submit comments on multiple
topics select the “Click Here to Add Additional Comments” at the bottom of the page.

Comment Topic ™ General Comment / Other

*
Comments

| do not support the move from healthcare.gov to a privatized enrollment system that relies on for-profit insurance companies who will
not act in my best interest.

| support a Georgia reinsurance program because it will help lower premiums.

Thank you very much.
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Comment Date * 7/23/2020

On behalf of * | am commenting on behalf of.. (choose one)

¢ Myself © Business/Organization

Georgia Reside nt* Are you a Georgia Resident? (choose one)
¢ Yes © No
First Name * - Last Name * Cuddy

L%
Email

Comments

Select the topic area that applies to the comments being submitted and type comments into the field below. To submit comments on multiple
topics select the “Click Here to Add Additional Comments” at the bottom of the page.

Comment Topic ™ General Comment / Other

*
Comments

Patients First Act public comment - | am against this act.

Further, suing the mayor of Atlanta is nuts!

The doctors should run Georgia - it would be much safer.
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Comment Date * 7/23/2020

On behalf of * | am commenting on behalf of.. (choose one)

¢ Myself € Business/Organization

Georgia Reside nt* Are you a Georgia Resident? (choose one)
¢ Yes €© No
First Name * - Last Name * Cumbie

L%
Email

Comments

Select the topic area that applies to the comments being submitted and type comments into the field below. To submit comments on multiple
topics select the “Click Here to Add Additional Comments” at the bottom of the page.

Comment Topic* Georgia Access Model

*
Comments

Im not sure anyone cares, but as a working, single parent of 3 children. I'm working my hardest to support my children. | am and have
been uninsured for over a year. | have thyroid issues, a recently diagnosed heart murmur, high blood pressure, and can't afford to
see a dr or get an ekg. | know it's not your problem. | look at the cost to purchase insurance through similar market place options and
it's all a joke. It's like a pipe dream, that | can never attain. It's scary when your health is failing, you have 3 children under age 8 that
rely on you for everything, and you can't afford to do anything about being sick, like seeking a primary care physician or medication
to treat what could easily be treated, could | afford it. There are no orget options, so i just don't get treated. | don't know what the
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