
Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) Healthcare Common Procedure Coding 
System (HCPCS) Public Meeting Agenda  

for Supplies and “Other” 
Friday, May 22, 2015, 9:00 am – 5:00 pm 

CMS Auditorium 
7500 Security Boulevard 

Baltimore (Woodlawn), Maryland 21244-1850 
 
 
 

8:15 a.m. Arrival and sign-in 
 
9:00 a.m. Welcome 
  Background and purpose of meeting 
  Meeting Format and Ground Rules 
 
For each agenda item, a written overview of the request and CMS’s preliminary coding 
decision is provided.  An overview of Medicare pricing/payment, methodology is also 
attached to this agenda.  Preliminary decisions are not final or binding upon any payer, 
and are subject to change.  Meeting participants will hear presentations about the agenda 
item from the registered primary speaker and other speakers (if any).  Presentations will 
be followed by an opportunity for questions regarding that particular agenda item.  The 
public meetings provide an opportunity for the general public to provide additional input 
related to requests to modify the HCPCS code set.  Final decisions are not made at the 
public meetings.  Applicants will be notified of final decisions in November. 
 
The agenda includes a summary of each HCPCS code application on the agenda.  The 
information provided in each summary reflects claims made by the applicant and should 
not be construed as a statement of fact or an endorsement by the federal government. 
 
AGENDA ITEM #1 
Attachment# 15.074 
Request to establish a Level II HCPCS code to identify a product used to plug pleural punctures 
associated with percutaneous, transthoracic needle lung biopsies, Trade Name:  BioSentry® Tract 
Sealant System.  Applicant's suggested language: AXXXX Absorbable lung biopsy plug, with 
delivery system, each. 
 
AGENDA ITEM #2 
Attachment# 15.067 
Request to establish three new Level II HCPCS codes to identify single patient-use disposable 
supplies for use with Sedasys®, a Computer-Assisted Personalized Sedation (CAPS) System.  
Applicant’s suggested language: 
AXXX1 - Sterile Drug Delivery Cassette, single patient use, with direct propofol via extraction, 
barcode identification acceptance and T-site detection to prevent free-flow, autopriming for use 
with computer-assisted personalized sedation (CAPS) system. 



AXXX2 - Oral/Nasal Cannula with three gas sampling ports, oral and nasal oxygen delivery, 
automatic detection of O2 and CO2 with earpiece for auditory messaging to patients. 

AXXX3 - Bite Block with oxygen cannula opening compatible with esophageal dilator or scope 
used with computer-assisted personalized sedation system. 

AGENDA ITEM #3 
Attachment# 15.071 
Request to establish a unique Level II HCPCS Q-code to identify Suction Lipoplasty System, 
trade name: REVOLVE™ System.  Applicant's suggested language: QXXXX - REVOLVE™ 
System single-patient use, high-volume fat processing system. 
 
AGENDA ITEM #4 
Attachment# 15.066 

Request to establish a unique Level II HCPCS code to identify a single-use cervicometer, Trade 
Name: CerviLenz®. 

AGENDA ITEM #5 
Attachment# 15.070 
Request to establish a unique Level II HCPCS code to identify a topical liquid hydrogel used in 
cataract surgery and intraoperative lens placement, Trade Name:  Re-Sure Sealant® 
 
AGENDA ITEM #6 
Attachment #s:  15.087, 15.088 and 15.089 
Three separate, related requests, each to establish a unique Level II HCPCS code to identify one 
of the 3 components of the Spiration® (IBV) Valve System Reloadable Deployment Catheter 
System and Extended Shelf-Life for Airway Sizing Kit, marketed under the Trade Name 
Spiration®:  (1) Valve System Airway Sizing Kit; (2) Spiration Valve, Umbrella; and (3) 
Deployment Catheter and Loader.  Applicant's suggested language:  

15.087 XXXX1 Airway sizing kit for umbrella bronchial valve, including 500µL syringe and                                             
calibrator. 

15.088 XXXX2 Bronchial Valve, Umbrella 

15.089 XXXX3 Deployment Catheter and Loader System, for Placement of Umbrella Bronchial 
Valve 

AGENDA ITEM #7 
Attachment# 15.096 
Request to establish a unique Level II HCPCS code to identify a reusable (rechargeable) cooling 
bandage, Trade Name:  Physicool. 
 
 
 



AGENDA ITEM #8 
Attachment# 15.101 
Request to establish a unique Level II HCPCS code to identify reusable, waterproof, leak and 
stain resistant panties, Trade Name: Vv SkiVvys. 
 
AGENDA ITEM #9 
Attachment# 15.098 
Request to establish a unique Level II HCPCS code to identify the CardioMEMS™ Patient 
Electronic System (a component of the CardioMEMS™ Heart Failure System (HF system)).  
Applicant's suggested language:  LXXXX - Patient electronics system (external) for use with 
implanted pulmonary artery pressure and heart rate sensor, replacement only. 
 
AGENDA ITEM #10 
Attachment# 15.093 
Request to establish a unique Level II HCPCS code to identify the Intra-oral tactile biofeedback 
device, Trade Name: Speech Buddies®, and to consider the device Durable Medical Equipment. 
Applicant’s suggested language:  EXXXX - Intra-oral tactile biofeedback systems and devices to 
teach proper tongue placement and coordination for speech training. 
 
AGENDA ITEM #11 
Attachment# 15.097 
Request to establish a unique Level II HCPCS code to identify the “CBT4CBT” web-based 
training program for Cognitive Behavioral Therapy.  Applicant's suggested language: Use of 
CBT4CBT for treatment of patients with substance use disorders (SUDs). 
 
AGENDA ITEM #12 
Attachment# 15.094 
Request to establish a unique Level II HCPCS code to identify a salivary phosphate binder, 
Trade Name: RenaGum.  Applicant's suggested language: AXXXX - Salivary phosphate binder, 
50 mg. 
 
 
 
  



HCPCS Public Meeting Agenda Item #1 

May 22, 2015 

 
Attachment# 15.074 
 
Topic/Issue:  

Request to establish a Level II HCPCS code to identify a product used to plug pleural punctures 
associated with percutaneous, transthoracic needle lung biopsies, Trade Name:  BioSentry® Tract 
Sealant System. 

Applicant's suggested language: AXXXX Absorbable lung biopsy plug, with delivery system, 
each. 

 
Background/Discussion:  
Surgical Specialties Corporation submitted a request to establish a HCPCS code to identify the 
BioSentry Tract Sealant System.  This system is intended to provide accuracy in marking a 
biopsy location for visualization during surgical resection and closure of pleural punctures 
associated with percutaneous, transthoracic needle lung biopsies.  It includes a pre-formed 
dehydrated hydrogel plug and a delivery system designed to deploy it in the proper position.  
Upon deployment into the biopsy tract, the plug expands to fill the biopsy void and remains in 
place until resorbed.  The system is furnished with two pre-formed dehydrated hydrogel plugs (in 
case the first plug is unusable), each mounted on a coaxial adapter; and one single-use delivery 
system.  The plug is deployed through a 19 gauge coaxial needle, which is used in conjunction 
with either a 20 gauge core biopsy instrument and/or a 20 or 22 gauge fine need aspiration 
(FNA) biopsy needle.   
 
The requester comments that existing codes for plugs and sealants are for specific areas of the 
body and cannot be used to describe a lung biopsy plug.  
 
Preliminary Decision:  

A national program operating need was not identified by Medicare, Medicaid or the Private 
Insurance sector to establish a code to identify the Biosentry Tract Sealant System, which is 
included in the procedure. 

Medicare Payment:  
 
Included in procedure. 
  



HCPCS Public Meeting Agenda Item #2 

May 22, 2015 

 
Attachment# 15.067 
 
Topic/Issue:  

Request to establish three new Level II HCPCS codes to identify single patient-use disposable 
supplies for use with Sedasys®, a Computer-Assisted Personalized Sedation (CAPS) System.  

Applicant’s suggested language: 
AXXX1 - Sterile Drug Delivery Cassette, single patient use, with direct propofol via extraction, 
barcode identification acceptance and T-site detection to prevent free-flow, autopriming for use 
with computer-assisted personalized sedation (CAPS) system. 

AXXX2 - Oral/Nasal Cannula with three gas sampling ports, oral and nasal oxygen delivery, 
automatic detection of O2 and CO2 with earpiece for auditory messaging to patients. 

AXXX3 - Bite Block with oxygen cannula opening compatible with esophageal dilator or scope 
used with computer-assisted personalized sedation system. 

Background/Discussion:  

Ethicon Endo-Surgery, Inc. submitted a request to create 3 HCPCS codes to identify single-
patient-use disposable supplies used with the Sedasys® system.  On background, Sedasys 
provides comprehensive patient monitoring and oxygen delivery consistent with American 
Society of Anesthesiologists (ASA) Practice Guidelines for Sedation and Analgesia by Non-
Anesthesiologists.  This Computer-Assisted Personalized Sedation (CAPS) system is indicated 
for IV administration of 1% (10mg/mL) propofol injectable emulsion for initiation and 
maintenance of minimal to moderate sedation, as defined by the ASA Continuum of Depth of 
Sedation, in ASA physical status I and II adult patients undergoing colonoscopy and 
esophagogastroduodenoscopy (EGD) procedures.  Sedasys integrates physiological monitoring 
and drug delivery during surgery via a computer interface which facilitates drug titration to 
individual needs and provides safeguards against over-sedation.  Use of Sedasys enables persons 
who are not trained in the administration of general anesthesia to safely achieve and maintain 
minimal-to-moderate sedation with propofol for indicated procedures and patients.  The member 
of the “physician-led team” who administers sedation must be trained in managing 
cardiorespiratory effects of propofol when administered using CAPS.  Training must include 
pharmacology of propfol; identifying high-risk patients; recognizing levels of sedation 
progression and actions necessary to return a patient to intended levels of sedation; use of 
capnometry and determining adequate ventilation; and managing airway obstruction and 
hypoventilation.  The FDA restricts use of Sedasys to hospitals and/or facilities where a 
practitioner trained in the administration of general anesthesia is immediately available to the 
user for assistance or consultation as needed.  State Practice Acts restrict who may legally 



provide sedation.  The Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services hospital Conditions of 
Participation at CFR 482.52 define Federal requirements of hospitals which furnish anesthesia.   

The CAPS system includes 4 components:  (1) Bedside monitoring Unit (BMU) which monitors 
the patients’ blood pressure, heart rate and O2 saturation; (2) Procedure Room Unit (PRU) which 
provides for monitoring and display of the patients’ physiologic parameters, user input of patient 
data, dose rate and hardware and software for propofol and oxygen delivery; (3) multiple patient-
use devices (pulse oximeter, blood pressure cuff, ECG leads and an “automated responsiveness 
monitor” hand set for patients to squeeze on command); and (4) single-patient-use devices (drug 
cassette, oral/nasal cannula with ear piece, and bite block) which are the subject of this request.    

This request is for one new HCPCS code to identify each single-patient use item:  1) 1% 
propofol interface/cassette that allows the PRU infusion pump module to extract propofol from 
the drug vial for patient delivery; 2) oral/nasal cannula which is the patient/device interface for 
oxygen delivery and serves as the collection unit for the capnometer module of the PRU to assess 
respiratory activity.  The ear piece on the cannula provides audio input to the patient as part of 
the Automated Responsiveness Monitor; and 3) bite block for EGD procedures to enable proper 
function of the Oral/Nasal Cannula in the presence of a scope or esophageal dilator. 

The requester comments that the disposable, single patient use components (oral/nasal cannula, 
drug delivery cassette and bite block): are distinctively designed with unique features not found 
in other disposables; are exclusive to CAPS; and are not described by any existing codes.  As 
such, separate new codes are needed to ensure that providers capture all relevant charges. 

Preliminary Decision:  

A national program operating need was not identified by Medicare, Medicaid or the Private 
Insurance Sector to establish a code to identify the drug delivery cassette, oral/nasal cannula, or 
bite block that are the subject of this request.  These supplies are included in the procedure.   

Medicare Payment:  
 
Included in procedure. 
  



HCPCS Public Meeting Agenda Item #3 

May 22, 2015 

 
Attachment# 15.071 
 
Topic/Issue:  

Request to establish a unique Level II HCPCS Q-code to identify Suction Lipoplasty System, 
trade name: REVOLVE™ System. 

Applicant's suggested language: QXXXX - REVOLVE™ System single-patient use, high-
volume fat processing system. 

 
Background/Discussion:  

LifeCell Corporation submitted a request to establish a HCPCS code to identify the 
REVOLVE™ system manufactured by GID Group, Inc., a single-use, high volume fat 
processing system designed for use by surgeons to process harvested adipose tissue for grafting.  
The device filters and strains lipoaspirate during mechanical washing; mixes fat with solution, 
sweeps though the fat and collects stringy tissue that would clog injection and transfer syringes.  
Catheter tips or luer lock syringes used to extract the processed material for use for use in the 
following surgical specialties when the aspiration of soft-tissue is desired: plastic and 
reconstructive surgery, neurosurgery, gastrointestinal and affiliated organ surgery, urological 
surgery, general surgery, orthopedic surgery, gynecological surgery, thoracic surgery, and 
laparoscopic surgery.  The processing must be done in a sterile field and the system should be 
used with a legally marketed vacuum or aspirator apparatus as a source of suction.  The system 
processes up to 800 mL of adipose in less than 15 minutes.   

The requester comments that no existing Level II HCPCS codes identify a gat grafting device.  
The unique design of the device offers a combination of decantation, staining, and active 
collagen strands removal, therefore increasing speed of processing and leading to high fat 
quality.  For greater documentation and accuracy; to recognize the uniqueness of the device; and 
in recognition of the 1998 Federal Breast Reconstruction Law, a new and distinct HCPCS code is 
needed to identify the Revolve™ fat processing system.   

Preliminary Decision:  

A national program operating need was not identified by Medicare, Medicaid or the Private 
Insurance sector to establish a code to identify a fat processing system, which is included in the 
procedure.   

Medicare Payment:  
 
Included in procedure. 



HCPCS Public Meeting Agenda Item #4 

May 22, 2015 

 

Attachment# 15.066 

Topic/Issue:  

Request to establish a unique Level II HCPCS code to identify a single-use cervicometer, Trade 
Name: CerviLenz®. 

 
Background/Discussion:  

CerviLenz, Inc., manufacturer of the CerviLenz (a single use device used to measure vaginal 
cervical length during pregnancy), submitted a request to establish a HCPCS code to identify this 
device.  According to the requester, the CerviLenz consists of a handle with a button lock, and 
extending from the handle, a measurement probe with a sliding sleeve and a flange.  A scale 
marked in millimeters is on the measurement probe near the handle.  These calibrated markings 
correspond to vaginal cervical length, with an accuracy of +/- 1 mm.  During a speculum 
examination, the cervicometer is inserted into the vagina toward the cervix, with the 
measurement probe extended beyond the flange and advanced along the lateral wall of the cervix 
until meeting slight resistance at the vaginal fornix.  Then, the flange is advanced until it rests 
gently on the cervix and the measurement probe is locked.  The device is removed and the 
measurement is read and recorded.  This device is used as a screening device in the second 
trimester (18-24 weeks of gestation) to identify short cervix in women with singleton 
pregnancies who have not had a prior spontaneous preterm birth; and for women who show signs 
or symptoms of preterm labor. 

According to the requester, a product-specific code is necessary to track utilization or outcomes. 

Preliminary Decision:  

A national program operating need was not identified by Medicare, Medicaid or the Private 
insurance sector to establish a code to identify this device, which is included in the procedure. 

Medicare Payment:  
 
Included in procedure. 
 
  



HCPCS Public Meeting Agenda Item #5 

May 22, 2015 

 
Attachment# 15.070 
 
Topic/Issue:  

Request to establish a unique Level II HCPCS code to identify a topical liquid hydrogel used in 
cataract surgery and intraoperative lens placement, Trade Name:  Re-Sure Sealant® 

 
Background/Discussion:  

Ocular Therapeutix, Inc. submitted a request to establish a HCPCS code to identify Re-Sure 
Sealant, a topical liquid hydrogel that creates a temporary sealant for intraoperative management 
of clear corneal incisions (up to 3.5 mm) with a demonstrated wound leak for which a temporary 
dry surface can be achieved, in order to prevent postoperative fluid egress from such incisions 
following cataract surgery with intraocular lens (IOL) placement in adults.  According to the 
requester, Re-Sure sealant is formed by combining polyethylene glycol succinimidyl succinate 
(PEG SS), trilysine acetate and a diluent solution. The components, mixed by the surgeon, 
initiate a crosslinking reaction to form a biocompatible, absorbable hydrogel.  Re-Sure Sealant is 
applied by the surgeon to the corneal incision as a liquid using an atraumatic foam-tipped 
applicator. The applicator applies a conformal coating that adheres to the ocular tissue through 
mechanical interlocking of the hydrogel with the tissue surfaces. The applied liquid solidifies 
within 20 seconds into a soft, pliable hydrogel that remains on the corneal surface for 
approximately 7 days.  Re-Sure softens over time, detaches, and is sloughed off in tears and by 
movement of the eyelid over the material.  The volume of a single application of Re-Sure Sealant 
is approximately 2.1 µL (or 2.1 mg), with up to two applications available per device, resulting 
in a maximum potential dose of 4.2 µL per device. 

The requester comments that, while CMS ordinarily would not issue a HCPCS code for this 
surgical supply, as it is part of the cataract surgical package, the FDA's requirement that the 
manufacturer submit ongoing information should warrant a code to facilitates the research. 

Preliminary Decision:  

A national program operating need was not identified by Medicare, Medicaid or the Private 
Insurance Sector to establish a code to identify this product, which is included in the procedure. 

Medicare Payment:  
 
Included in procedure. 
  



HCPCS Public Meeting Agenda Item #6 

May 22, 2015 

 
Attachment #s:  15.087, 15.088 and 15.089 
Topic/Issue:  
 
Three separate, related requests, each to establish a unique Level II HCPCS code to identify one 
of the 3 components of the Spiration® (IBV) Valve System Reloadable Deployment Catheter 
System and Extended Shelf-Life for Airway Sizing Kit, marketed under the Trade Name 
Spiration®:  (1) Valve System Airway Sizing Kit; (2) Spiration Valve, Umbrella; and (3) 
Deployment Catheter and Loader. 

Applicant's suggested language:  

15.087 XXXX1 Airway sizing kit for umbrella bronchial valve, including 500µL syringe and                                             
calibrator. 

15.088 XXXX2 Bronchial Valve, Umbrella 

15.089 XXXX3 Deployment Catheter and Loader System, for Placement of Umbrella Bronchial 
Valve 

 
Background/Discussion:  
 
Spiration Inc./Olympus Respiratory America submitted 3 separate, related requests, each to 
establish a HCPCS code to identify one of the 3 components of the Spiration® Valve System:  
(1) Airway Sizing Kit; (2) Bronchial Valve, Umbrella; and (3) Deployment Catheter and Loader.   
The Spiration Valve system is indicated to control prolonged air leaks following lobectomy, 
segmentectomy, or Lung Volume Reduction Surgery (LVRS).  An air leak present on post-
operative day 7 is considered prolonged unless present only during force exhalation or cough.  
An air leak present on day 5 should be considered for treatment if it is: 12) continuous, 2) present 
during normal inhalation phase of inspiration, or 3) present upon normal expiration and 
accompanied by subcutaneous emphysema or respiratory compromise.  The Valve Systems’ use 
is limited to 6 weeks per prolonged air leak.  According to the requester, the system is a 
minimally invasive technology that consists of a proprietary intra-bronchial valve and 
deployment catheter.  The umbrella-shaped valve is a one-way valve, designed to be placed in 
selected regions of the bronchial tree using flexible bronchoscope procedure in hospital in- and 
out-patient hospital settings.  The valve is deployed using the deployment catheter, which is 
passed through the working channel of a flexible bronchoscope into segmental or sub-segmental 
airways leading to the areas with air leaks.  The valve limits airflow to the portions of the lungs 
distal to an airway with a valve, while still allowing mucus and air movement in the proximal 
direction.  The valve is removed using a flexible bronchoscope and standard bronchoscopy tools.   
 



Each Valve system includes 1 valve contained inside a loading tool, which is attached to one 
deployment catheter.  This assembly is packaged in a sterile tray for single patient use.   
 
The airway sizing kit is an accessory used with a commercially available balloon catheter to 
determine which airway(s) lead to an air leak and to measure target airway diameters for valve 
sizing.  Once calibrated, the sizing balloon catheter is used to isolate air leaks and size airways 
for placement of the Spiration Valve.  The Airway Sizing Kit includes one 500µL calibration 
syringe with a plunger and sizing gauge.  These components are packaged in a sterile tray for 
single patient use.  The balloon catheters are not included and must be separately purchased. 
 
The requester comments that no existing codes describe the Spiration Valve System or its 
individual components, and codes are needed in order for hospitals to bill and accurately track 
costs associated with the use of this device.   
 
Preliminary Decision:  

A national program operating need was not identified by Medicare, Medicaid or the Private 
Insurance sector to establish a code(s) to identify the Spiration Valve System or its component 
parts or accessories:  the Bronchial Valve, Umbrella; Deployment Catheter and Loader; or the 
Airway Sizing Kit; all of which are included in the procedure. 

Medicare Payment:  
 
Included in procedure. 
 
  



HCPCS Public Meeting Agenda Item #7 

May 22, 2015 

 
Attachment# 15.096 
Topic/Issue:  

Request to establish a unique Level II HCPCS code to identify a reusable (rechargeable) cooling 
bandage, Trade Name:  Physicool. 

Background/Discussion:  
 
Physicool Ltd. submitted a request to establish a HCPCS code to identify Physicool bandages 
that use a reusable coolant that does not require refrigeration.  The coolant consists of purified 
water, ethanol, glycerine, menthol, oleyl alcohol, methyl paraben, propyl paraben, imidazolidyl 
urea and patent blue V.  According to the requester, Physicool bandages provide cooling, 
compression and support.  Physicool works by drawing heat out through rapid evaporation, (in 
contrast to cryotherapy driving cool in, using products that require refrigeration).  Physicool 
bandages are indicated for use by anyone suffering with inflammation and swelling, such as 
strain, or post-surgery or arthritis.  Physicool is supplied as a 4 in. x 4 foot cotton bandage; a 6 in. 
x 5 foot cotton bandage; 500 mL bottles of Phsicool Coolant; 150mL bottles of Physicool 
Coolant; and in a combination pack that includes a 4 in. x 4 foot cotton bandage plus a 150ml 
bottle of coolant, (enough for two recharges).   Each bandage recharge requires 75mL of coolant.  
The bandage can either be reactivated in the foil pack, or while it is on a limb for continuous 
application.  The requester claims a significant therapeutic distinction, specifically, 50% better 
pain relief and ease of movement for the 1st and 2nd days post knee replacement surgery, when 
Physicool is used, compared with the use of cryotherapy. 
 
The requester comments that a new HCPCS code to describe Physicool is warranted because it is 
not described by existing codes; and because Physicool should be distinguished, via coding, from 
cooling products that do not provide a totally reusable system using the evaporative process.  
 
Preliminary Decision:  

Existing code A9273 “Hot water bottle, ice cap or collar, heat and/or cold wrap, any type”, 
adequately describes the product that is subject of this request. 

Medicare Payment:  
 
The payment rules associated with the existing code apply to this product. Pricing = 00 
  



HCPCS Public Meeting Agenda Item #8 

May 22, 2015 

 
Attachment# 15.101 
Topic/Issue:  

Request to establish a unique Level II HCPCS code to identify reusable, waterproof, leak and 
stain resistant panties, Trade Name: Vv SkiVvys. 

Background/Discussion:  
 
Vv Apparel LLC submitted a request to establish a HCPCS code to identify Vv SkiVvys, an eco-
friendly, waterproof, leak and stain resistant panty for girls and women that suffer from 
incontinence, menorrhagia or any physical condition that requires a waterproof, leak and stain 
resistant panty to protect from bodily fluids secreted from the urethra, vagina or rectum.  
According to the requester, Vv SkiVvys have a leak resistant leg to restrict leaking of any fluids 
to outer clothing or furniture.  Vv SkiVvys come in 5 sizes: x-small, small, medium, large and x-
large; and in three styles: Sporty (bikini), Vintage (full coverage), and Vintage Plus.  Vv 
SkiVvys are sold in individual packages containing one panty.   
 
The requester comments that a unique code to identify Vv SkiVvys is warranted because existing 
codes do not describe reusable underwear for girls and women that offer complete protection 
(waterproof, leak and stain resistance) with a waterproof, leak resistant leg area.      
 
Preliminary Decision:  

Existing code T4536 “Incontinence product, protective underwear/pull-on, reusable, any size, 
each”, adequately describes the product that is subject of this request. 

Medicare Payment:  
 
Based on our preliminary benefit category analysis, we believe that there would be no Medicare 
payment for these items. 
 
  



HCPCS Public Meeting Agenda Item #9 

May 22, 2015 

 
Attachment# 15.098 
Topic/Issue:  

Request to establish a unique Level II HCPCS code to identify the CardioMEMS™ Patient 
Electronic System (a component of the CardioMEMS™ Heart Failure System (HF system)). 

Applicant's suggested language:  LXXXX - Patient electronics system (external) for use with 
implanted pulmonary artery pressure and heart rate sensor, replacement only. 

 
Background/Discussion:  
 
St. Jude Medical, Inc. submitted a request to establish a new HCPCS code to identify the 
CardioMEMS™ Patient Electronic System (PES), a component of the CardioMEMS Heart 
Failure System (HF System).  The CardiMEMS HF System is comprised of 3 components: an 
implantable wireless pressure sensor; the PES; and access to a secure database.  The HF system 
provides pulmonary artery hemodynamic data used for monitoring and management of heart 
failure patients. The PES is an integral part of this system and is necessary to power the 
implanted sensor with radiofrequency energy; receive and convert information from the sensor 
into pressure waveforms, PA pressure values and heart rate measurements; and transmit these 
hemodynamic data to the secure database.  The HF is indicated for patients who have been 
hospitalized for HF in the previous year.   
 
The requester comments that all components are included with the HF system at the time of 
initial implant, however; a new HCPCS code is needed to identify a replacement PES. 

Preliminary Decision:  
 
A national program operating need to was not identified by Medicare, Medicaid or the Private 
Insurance sector to establish a code to separately report an item or replacement item that is 
included in the practice expense. 

Medicare Payment:  
 
Coverage and payment based on contractor discretion. 
 
  



HCPCS Public Meeting Agenda Item #10 

May 22, 2015 

 
Attachment# 15.093 
Topic/Issue:  

Request to establish a unique Level II HCPCS code to identify the Intra-oral tactile biofeedback 
device, Trade Name: Speech Buddies®, and to consider the device Durable Medical Equipment. 

Applicant’s suggested language:  EXXXX - Intra-oral tactile biofeedback systems and devices to 
teach proper tongue placement and coordination for speech training. 
 
 
Background/Discussion:  
 
Articulate Technologies, Inc. submitted a request to establish a HCPCS code to identify Speech 
Buddies® handheld intra-oral tactile biofeedback devices.  These are tools that appear similar to 
dental pick or toothbrush handles that have on the tip a specific lingual target and dental stop that 
enables a client to feel correct tongue placement and movement in order to refine motor speech 
behaviors to achieve the correct target sound.  It is an aid in the remediation of speech disorders.  
Each device is designed to help with a specific phoneme, or sound (“s”, “r”, “sh”, “ch”, “l”).  
The tip of Speech Buddy is temporarily placed in the client’s mouth to train specific tongue 
placement during speech or sound production.  The lingual targets on each device teach exact 
placement of the tip of the tongue in order to pronounce a certain sound.  Speech Buddies is 
supplied in a professional set of 5 different devices for “s”, “r”, “sh”, “ch”, and “l” sounds; and 
also as individual devices for one specific sound.   
 
The requester comments that existing codes do not adequately describe Speech Buddies.    
 
Preliminary Decision:  

A national program operating need was not identified by Medicare, Medicaid or the Private 
Insurance sector to establish a code to identify this product, which is included in CPT for 
professional services.   

Medicare Payment:  
 
Included in procedure. 
 
  



HCPCS Public Meeting Agenda Item #11 

May 22, 2015 

 
Attachment# 15.097 
Topic/Issue:  

Request to establish a unique Level II HCPCS code to identify the “CBT4CBT” web-based 
training program for Cognitive Behavioral Therapy. 

Applicant's suggested language: Use of CBT4CBT for treatment of patients with substance use 
disorders (SUDs). 

 
Background/Discussion:  
 
CBT4CBT submitted a request to establish a HCPCS code to identify the CBT4CBT web-based 
training program for cognitive behavioral therapy.  This program teaches cognitive and 
behavioral skills demonstrated to reduce substance use in patients diagnosed with Substance 
Abuse Disorders (SUDs).  The program is self-guided, web-based software that uses narratives, 
videos and exercises to teach and reinforce a variety of cognitive and behavioral skills that are 
specific for helping people to reduce substance abuse.  CBT teaches skills and strategies to help 
people understand patterns of use; recognize and deal with craving; address thoughts about 
substance use that can lead to relapse; effectively refuse offers of alcohol or drugs; change 
patterns of thinking and decision making that can lead to relapse; problem-solving; and HIV risk 
reduction.  The goal is to break old patterns of response and replace them with new ways of 
responding.  The typical patient has one or more substance abuse problems and will have 
expressed desire to address their substance use.  The program consists of 7 modules, each taking 
about 1 hour to complete.  Modules can be repeated as desired or recommended.  CBT4CBT is 
used as part of an overall treatment program, but a clinician is not involved in the direct use of 
the program.   
 
The requester comments that a new code is warranted because no existing codes describe 
computer-based treatment of substance abuse disorders. 
 
Preliminary Decision:  

A national program operating need was not identified by Medicare, Medicaid or the Private 
Insurance sector to establish a HCPCS code to identify CBT4CBT. 

Medicare Payment:  
 
Coverage and payment based on contractor discretion. 
 
  



HCPCS Public Meeting Agenda Item #12 

May 22, 2015 

 
Attachment# 15.094 
Topic/Issue:  

Request to establish a unique Level II HCPCS code to identify a salivary phosphate binder, 
Trade Name: RenaGum. 

Applicant's suggested language: AXXXX - Salivary phosphate binder, 50 mg. 

 
Background/Discussion:  
 
Mastix Medica submitted a request to establish a HCPCS code to identify RenaGum.  According 
to the requester, RenaGum is a medical food indicated for the clinical dietary management of the 
metabolic imbalance associated with hypophosphatemia, an electrolyte disturbance in which 
there is an unusually high level of phosphate in the blood, commonly found in persons with 
chronic kidney disease (CKD) and end-stage renal disease (ESRD).   RenaGum is indicated for 
persons with CKD/ESRD to help maintain normal phosphate levels.  Each RenaGum chewing 
gum tablet contains 50mg chitosan, a naturally occurring polysaccharide which binds with the 
high levels of phosphorus in the person’s saliva.  The usual dose is to chew one piece of 
RenaGum for 15 minutes after a meal (not on an empty stomach), and then discard when done.  
RenaGum offers a different mechanism of action to bind phosphate than phosphate-binding 
drugs, and is used in conjunction with the drugs, not as a replacement. 
 
Preliminary Decision:  

Existing code A9152 “Single vitamin/mineral/trace element, oral, per dose, not otherwise 
specified”, adequately describes the product that is subject of this request. 

Medicare Payment:  
 
The payment rules associated with the existing code apply to this product. Pricing = 00 
 
 


