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Correction of 2005 Payment Fees for Clinical Laboratory Travel – Codes P9603 and 
P9604   
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Provider Types Affected  
Clinical laboratories and providers billing Medicare carriers or Fiscal Intermediaries for travel to perform a 
specimen collection  

Key Points  
• The effective date for instruction is January 1, 2005.  
• MM 3526 and related CR 3526 incorrectly stated the standard mileage rate for transportation to a 

nursing home or homebound patient to perform a specimen collection as $.385 per mile.   
• The correct standard mileage rate for transportation is $.405 per mile, effective for dates of service 

January 1, 2005 through December 31, 2005.  
• A laboratory can bill for its travel services with one of the following codes: code P9603 for a per 

mileage trip basis or code P9604 for a flat rate trip basis where the average round trip is less than 20 
miles (or an average of 10 miles per leg of the trip).  

• The personnel payment is $.45 per mile, effective for dates of service January 1, through December 
31, 2005.  

• The corrected 2005 payment fees for code P9603 is $.855 and for code P9604 is $8.55 per flat rate trip 
basis.  

Important Links  
http://www.cms.hhs.gov/MLNMattersArticles/downloads/MM3785.pdf 
http://www.cms.hhs.gov/Transmittals/downloads/R154OTN.pdf 
http://www.cms.hhs.gov/MLNMattersArticles/downloads/MM3526.pdf 
http://www.cms.hhs.gov/Transmittals/downloads/R363CP.pdf 
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