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MMA – Low Osmolar Contrast Media (LOCM): Payment Criteria and Payment Level 

Key Words 
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Provider Types Affected 
Physicians, suppliers, and providers who bill Medicare carriers for LOCM 

Key Points 
• The effective date of the instruction is January 1, 2005.   
• The implementation date is October 31, 2005. 
• The restrictive criteria for the payment of LOCM for non-hospital patients have been eliminated. 
• The previously restrictive criteria included the following: 

• History of previous adverse reaction to contrast material, with the exception of a sensation of heat, 
flushing, or a single episode of nausea or vomiting; 

• History of asthma or allergy; 
• Significant cardiac dysfunction including recent or imminent cardiac decompensation, severe 

arrhythmia, unstable angina pectoris, recent myocardial infarction, and pulmonary hypertension; 
• Generalized severe debilitation; and 
• Sickle cell disease. 

• New Healthcare Common Procedure Coding System (HCPCS) codes Q9945-Q9951 have been 
established and should be used instead of A4644-A4646, respectively, when billing for LOCM. 

• Medicare carriers will use status indicator “E” for HCPCS codes Q9945-Q9951. 
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Important Links  
http://www.cms.hhs.gov/MLNMattersArticles/downloads/MM3902.pdf 
http://www.cms.hhs.gov/transmittals/downloads/R627CP.pdf 
http://www.cms.hhs.gov/HistPartBDrugPricingFiles/02_MMA_Drug_Price.asp 
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