
Medicare Clinical Laboratory Fee Schedule (CLFS) Update 

2013 Gapfill Rationale Methodology for Molecular Pathology Procedures 
 

Rationale from Medicare Administrative Contractors’ (MAC) Rate Setting and Payment 
Determinations 

 
 

1. CGS 
 

TEST CODES: 
81161, 81200, 81205, 81209, 81216, 81250, 81252, 81253, 81254, 81255, 81280, 81281, 
81282, and 81290 

 
RATIONALE: 
Tests utilized to determine risk for developing a disease or condition in the absence of 
signs and symptoms of an illness or injury. 

 
TEST CODES: 
81220, 81221, 81222, 81223, 81224, 81228, 81229, 81260, 81302, 81303, 81304, 81324, 
81325, 81330, 81331, and 81350 

 
RATIONALE: 
Tests utilized to determine risk for developing a disease or condition in the absence of 
signs and symptoms of an illness or injury and tests considered to be screening tests in 
the absence of clinical signs and symptoms of a disease or without diagnosis-specific 
indications. 

 
TEST CODES: 
81242, 81243, 81244, 81251, 81266, and 81316 

 
RATIONALE: 
Tests that are duplicate services, or that confirm a diagnosis or known information. 

 
2. WPS 

 
TEST CODES: 
81216 

 
RATIONALE: 
Investigational tests. 

 
TEST CODES: 



81200, 81205, 81209, 81220, 81221, 81222, 81223, 81224, 81228, 81229, 81242, 81243, 
81244, 81250, 81251, 81252, 81253, 81254, 81255, 81260, 81280, 81281, 81282, 81290, 
81302, 81303, 81304, 81324, 81325, 81330, and 81331 

 
 

RATIONALE: 
Screening tests. 

 
TEST CODES: 
81266 

 
RATIONALE: 
Quality only tests. 

 
TEST CODES: 
81350 
 
RATIONALE: 
Tests are not medically necessary. 

 
3. Noridian 

 
TEST CODES: 
81161, 81216, 81324, 81325, and 81350 

 
RATIONALE: 
Investigational tests. 

 
TEST CODES: 
81200, 81205, 81209, 81220, 81221, 81222, 81223, 81224, 81228, 81229, 81242, 81243, 
81244, 81250, 81251, 81252, 81253, 81254, 81255, 81260, 81280, 81281, 81282, 81290, 
81302, 81303, 81304, 81330, and 81331 

 
RATIONALE: 
Screening tests. 

 
TEST CODES: 
81257 

 
RATIONALE: 
Tests are not medically necessary. 

 
TEST CODES: 
81265 and 81266 

 
RATIONALE: 



Quality only tests. 
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Palmetto GBA established the Molecular Diagnostic Services Program (MolDX) during 
2011as a program that would define a clear, evidence-based process to ensure clinical 
utility, manage molecular diagnostic services, and measure the impact these molecular 
diagnostic services have on cost and care.  This program was also used to identify and 
establish coverage and payment for molecular diagnostic tests.  In order to establish 
appropriate coverage and payment for MolDX claims, Palmetto GBA required additional 
information from the laboratories on each MolDX test.  The providers of these tests were 
required to submit the information through an application and registration process.  Based 
on the information provided, Palmetto GBA applied multiple methodologies appropriate 
to the specific test to determine an equitable value for each submitted test.  More 
information about the details of this project can be reviewed at 
http://www.palmettogba.com and then by searching on MolDX. 

 
Please note that MACs were allowed to consult with each other and were encouraged to 
collaborate as part of the gapfill pricing process and, as a result, we note that additional 
MACs, to a certain extent, used the Palmetto GBA MolDX rationale for tests for which 
they received claims in their jurisdictions. 
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