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MEDICARE SOLICITS NOMINEES FOR ADVISORY PANEL FOR NEXT PHASE OF
DURABLE MEDICAL EQUIPMENT COMPETITIVE BIDDING PROGRAM

MEMBERS TO PROVIDE GUIDANCE ON OPERATIONAL ISSUES

The Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) is soliciting nominations for individuals
to serve on the Program Advisory and Oversight Committee (PAOC) that advises CMS on
various issues relating to the competitive bidding program for durable medical equipment,
prosthetics, orthotics and supplies (DMEPQOS).

The PAOC was initially established in 2004, as required by the Medicare Prescription Drug,
Improvement and Modernization Act of 2003 (MMA), to advise CMS on the design and
implementation of a competitive bidding program for DMEPOS that would build on the
successes of two pilot projects that had shown that competitive bidding could reduce prices of
DMEPOS without adversely affecting beneficiary access or compromising quality.

Because the Medicare Improvements for Patients and Providers Act of 2008 (MIPPA) delayed
implementation of and made certain changes to the competitive bidding program, and extended
the PAOC for two years through December 31, 2011, CMS is ending the term of service for
current PAOC members.

The PAOC will be comprised of 10 and 12 members from the following broad categories:

Beneficiary/consumer representatives;

Physicians and other practitioners;

Suppliers;

Professional standards organizations;

Financial standards specialists (that is, economist/certified public accountant); and
Association representatives.

CMS may consider nominees for additional categories if it finds that their expertise
will help to ensure the successful implementation of the program

Nominations are due to CMS by November 3, 2008. For more information, please see the
CMS Web site at: http://www.cms.hhs.gov/center/dme.asp

To read the CMS press release issued on October 1, 2008, click here:
http://www.cms.hhs.gov/apps/media/press_releases.asp

INFORMATION NOT RELEASABLE TO THE PUBLIC UNLESS AUTHORIZED BY LAW:

This information has not been publicly disclosed and may be privileged and
confidential. It is for internal government use only and must not be disseminated,
distributed, or copied to persons not authorized to receive the information.
Unauthorized disclosure may result in prosecution to the full extent of the law.
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