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DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH & HUMAN SERVICES 

Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services 

Center for Medicare 

7500 Security Boulevard 

Baltimore, Maryland 21244-1850 

 

Center for Medicare 
Medicare Plan Payment Group   
 
DATE: April 7, 2016 

 
TO: All Part D Plan Sponsors, including PACE Organizations 

 
FROM: Cheri Rice, Director 

Medicare Plan Payment Group 

 
SUBJECT: Updates to Prescriber ID Editing on the Prescription Drug Event (PDE) record 

 

On March 1, 2016, the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (“CMS”) announced that we are 

delaying enforcement of the Part D Prescriber Enrollment Requirements until February 1, 2017. See the 

Health Plan Management System (HPMS) memorandum, Delay in Enforcement of the Medicare Part D 

Prescriber Enrollment Requirement to February 1, 2017, March 1, 2016.  Consistent with that guidance 

and until further notice, CMS will not be utilizing the Medicare Individual Enrollment File for prescriber 

ID editing on prescription drug event (“PDE”) data as described in our June 9, 2015 memorandum, 

Provider Enrollment, Chain, and Ownership System (PECOS) and Updates to the Prescription Drug 

Event (PDE) File Layout and Edits.  However, we will make changes to the prescriber ID edits and the 

PDE file layouts effective May 8, 2016.  This memorandum describes those changes. 

In our June 9, 2015 memorandum, we announced that field 53, which was previously the “Gap Discount 

Plan Override Code,” will be repurposed into the “non-PECOS NPI Indicator.”  We have renamed that 

field the “OAP Indicator.”  OAP means “other authorized prescriber” as defined in 42 CFR § 423.100.  

The field will be on the new PDE file layouts beginning May 8, 2016.  The field must be populated with a 

SPACE until further notice.  If the OAP Indicator field is populated, edit 843 will trigger.   

Also beginning May 8, 2016, the “Type of Fill” field will be on the PDE layouts at field 59.  The field 

must be populated with a SPACE until further notice.  If the Type of Fill field is populated, edit 842 will 

trigger.  Note that in the June 9th memorandum, this edit was described as Edit 659.  We have renumbered 

the edit from edit 659 to edit 842.  Current edit 659 will be retired.   

Edit 833, which triggers when the National Provider Identifier (NPI) is not found in current National Plan 

and Provider Enumeration System (NPPES) data, will function as it currently does; however, the message 

reported when the edit triggers will be changed.  Beginning May 8, 2016, if edit 833 triggers, the message 

reported will be, “The submitted Prescriber ID is not found on the CMS NPPES NPI table.”   

Edit 834 is currently an informational edit.  As of May 8, 2016, the edit will be a reject edit, meaning that 

the PDE will reject if edit 834 triggers.  Otherwise, the logic for the edit will function as it currently does.  
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The NPI must be in the current NPPES data, the Reactivation Date must be null, and the date of service 

(“DOS”) must be within one year of the Deactivation Date; otherwise, edit 834 will trigger, and the PDE 

will reject.  As of May 8, 2016, when the edit triggers, the following message will be reported, “The 

submitted Prescriber ID is not active on the CMS NPPES NPI table for the given DOS.” 

Other changes occurring on May 8, 2016 are as follows: 

 Field 60, which is a filler field on the DDPS PDE Submission File layout, will be updated. (See 

Attachment A) 

 Edit 641 will be updated to reflect the new filler field positions. (See Attachment B)   

 Edits 659, 769, and 817 will be retired. 

In our June 9th memorandum, we described Edits 840 and 841 as missing and invalid type edits associated 

with the NPIs that would be edited against the Medicare Individual Enrollment File.  Edits 840 and 841 

will not be effective until further notice, as use of the Medicare Individual Enrollment File has been 

delayed as described in the March 1st memorandum cited above. 

See Attachment A for an excerpt of the file layouts beginning May 8, 2016 and Attachment B for an 

excerpt of the edits impacted by the changes beginning May 8, 2016. 

The new layout, as well as the new edits described in this memorandum, will be available on the CSSC 

website at http://www.csscoperations.com before May 8, 2016. 

The NPPES weekly files are available on the NPPES website every Monday, and the NPPES monthly 

files are available on the NPPES website on the second Tuesday of each month.  Beginning April 17, 

2016, PDE data will be processed using NPPES files as follows.  On a non-holiday week, the NPPES 

weekly files will be loaded into DDPS after Wednesday Cycle 3 PDE processing completes and before 

the start of Thursday Cycle 1 PDE processing begins.  When there is a Federal Holiday within 3 days of 

the file release, the weekly file will be loaded into DDPS after Thursday Cycle 3 PDE processing 

completes and before the start of Friday Cycle 1 PDE processing begins.  On a non-holiday week, the 

NPPES monthly file will be loaded into DDPS after Thursday Cycle 3 PDE processing completes and 

before the start of Friday Cycle 1 PDE processing begins. When there is a Federal Holiday within 3 days 

of the file release, the monthly file will be loaded into DDPS after Friday Cycle 3 PDE processing 

completes and before the start of Saturday Cycle 1 PDE processing begins.   

Please direct questions regarding this memorandum to pdejan2011@cms.hhs.gov. 

 

http://www.csscoperations.com/
mailto:pdejan2011@cms.hhs.gov
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Attachment A 

 

EXCERPT DDPS PDE Submission File Layout 

FIELD NO. FIELD NAME 

NCPDP 

FIELD POSITION PICTURE LENGTH 

NCPDP, CMS OR 

PDFS DEFINED DEFINITION / VALUES 

53 OAP Indicator   377 - 377 X(1) 1 CMS This is a placeholder field related to Prescriber ID editing. Field 

should be blank until further notice. 

Note: This replaces Gap Discount Plan Override Code on 

5/8/2016. 

59 Type of Fill Code   397 - 397 X(1) 1 CMS This is a placeholder field related to Prescriber ID editing. Field 

should be blank until further notice. 

60 FILLER   398 -512 X(115) 115 CMS SPACES 

 

EXCERPT DDPS Return File Layout 

FIELD 
NO. FIELD NAME POSITION PICTURE LENGTH DEFINITION / VALUES 

53 OAP Indicator 377 - 377 X(1) 1 This is a placeholder field related to Prescriber ID editing. Field should be blank until 
further notice. 
Note: This replaces Gap Discount Plan Override Code on 5/8/2016. 

59 Type of Fill Code 397 - 397 X(1) 1 This is a placeholder field related to Prescriber ID editing. Field should be blank until 
further notice. 

60 FILLER 398 - 407 X(10) 10 SPACES 
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Attachment B 

EXCERPT of the DRUG DATA PROCESSING SYSTEM Transaction & Validation Edits, May 8, 2016 

Error 

# 

Edit 

Category 

Data Element to 

be Edited Message to be Reported Comments/Rationale 

Edit Applicable (Y/N) 
Failure 

Outcome 

(Reject, 

Informational, 

or Update) 

Applies 

to 

Delete 

PDEs Standard 

Non 

Standard* PACE  

641 M/I Filler Fields on 

Submission File, 

positions 128-129, 

181-182, 398-512. 

Filler fields must be blank. Effective for all PDEs. Y Y Y Y Reject 

659 M/I Gap Discount Plan 

Override Code 

The Gap Discount Plan Override Code is 

invalid.  Must be blank. 

Future use. Applies to Covered 

Drugs only.  Drug Coverage Status 

Code = 'C'. 

Retired 5/8/2016. 

N Y Y N Reject 

769 Non Cov 

Drug 

Drug Coverage 

Status Code, Gap 

Discount Plan 

Override Code  

If Drug Coverage Status Code is ‘E’ or ‘O’, 

then the Gap Discount Plan Override 

Code must be blank. 

Retired 5/8/2016. N Y Y N Reject 

817 PACE Gap Discount Plan 

Override Code  

The Gap Discount Plan Override Code is 

invalid.  Must be equal to blank in PDEs 

submitted by PACE Programs. 

Retired 5/8/2016. N N N Y Reject 

833 M/I Prescriber ID 

Qualifier; 

Prescriber ID 

The submitted Prescriber ID is not found 

on the CMS NPPES NPI table.  

Applies to PDEs with DOS 1/1/2012 

and forward. 

Effective 5/6/2013, must be Type '1' 

(individual). 

NPI must be found in current NPPES 

data. 

N Y Y Y Reject 
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Error 

# 

Edit 

Category 

Data Element to 

be Edited Message to be Reported Comments/Rationale 

Edit Applicable (Y/N) 
Failure 

Outcome 

(Reject, 

Informational, 

or Update) 

Applies 

to 

Delete 

PDEs Standard 

Non 

Standard* PACE  

834 M/I Prescriber ID 

Qualifier; 

Prescriber ID 

The submitted Prescriber ID is not active 

on the CMS NPPES NPI table for the given 

DOS.  

Applies to PDEs with DOS 1/1/2012 

and forward. 

Prescriber ID must be found in 

current NPPES data AND File NPI 

Reactivation Date is null AND DOS is 

within one year of NPI Deactivation 

Date. If not, 834 fires. 

N 

 

Y Y Y Reject 

842 M/I Type of Fill Type of Fill Code must be blank. Effective 5/8/2016, PDE rejects if 

Type of Fill Code is not blank. 

N Y Y Y Reject 

843 M/I OAP Indicator OAP Indicator must be blank. Effective 5/8/2016, PDE rejects if 

OAP Indicator is not blank. 

N Y Y Y Reject 

 




