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Flu Season Isn’t Over – Continue to Recommend Vaccination 

While each flu season is different, flu activity typically peaks in February. Yet, even in February, 
the flu vaccine is still the best defense against the flu. The Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention recommends yearly flu vaccination for everyone 6 months of age and older; and 
although anyone can get the flu, adults 65 years and older are at greater risk for serious flu-
related complications that can lead to hospitalization and death. Each year in the United States, 
about 9 out of 10 flu-related deaths and more than 6 out of 10 flu-related hospital stays occur 
in people 65 years and older. Every office visit is an opportunity to check your patients’ 
vaccination status and encourage flu vaccination when appropriate.  

Getting vaccinated is just as important for health care personnel, like you, for many reasons. 
You can get sick with the flu and spread it to your family, colleagues and patients without 
knowing or having symptoms. Be an example by getting your flu vaccine and know that you’re 
helping to reduce the spread of flu in your community. 

Note: – influenza vaccines and their administration fees are covered Part B benefits. Influenza 
vaccines are NOT Part D-covered drugs.  

For More Information: 

• 2012-2013 Seasonal Influenza Vaccines Pricing list 

• MLN Matters® Article #MM8047, “Influenza Vaccine Payment Allowances - Annual 
Update for 2012-2013 Season” 

• Visit the  CMS Medicare Learning Network® 2012-2013 Seasonal Influenza Virus 
Educational Products and Resources and CMS Immunizations web pages for information 
on coverage and billing of the flu vaccines and their administration fees 

• HealthMap Vaccine Finder is a free, online service where users can find nearby locations 
offering flu vaccines as well as other vaccines for adults 

• CDC website offers a variety of provider resources for the 2012-2013 flu season 

 

http://www.cdc.gov/flu/index.htm
http://www.cdc.gov/flu/index.htm
http://www.cms.gov/Medicare/Medicare-Fee-for-Service-Part-B-Drugs/McrPartBDrugAvgSalesPrice/VaccinesPricing.html
http://www.cms.gov/Outreach-and-Education/Medicare-Learning-Network-MLN/MLNMattersArticles/Downloads/MM8047.pdf
https://www.cms.gov/Outreach-and-Education/Medicare-Learning-Network-MLN/MLNProducts/Downloads/Flu_Products.pdf
https://www.cms.gov/Outreach-and-Education/Medicare-Learning-Network-MLN/MLNProducts/Downloads/Flu_Products.pdf
https://www.cms.gov/Outreach-and-Education/Medicare-Learning-Network-MLN/MLNProducts/Downloads/Flu_Products.pdf
http://www.cms.gov/immunizations
http://flushot.healthmap.org/
http://www.cdc.gov/flu/professionals/index.htm

