
 

 
 

  

 

Completing the 
CMS 855A  
Before & After 

 



BEFORE 

Part A Organizations were required to complete a 60 page paper 

CMS 855A enrollment application and mail it to their Medicare 

Administrative Contractor (MAC) to enroll in the Medicare 

program or make changes to their enrollment information.   

 

 

AFTER 

Organization providers can log into Internet-based PECOS and 

complete the enrollment application on-line. 

 

 

 

  

Organization providers 
access Internet-based PECOS 
using the user Id and 
password created in the 
PECOS I&A system.  

 

 

If you don’t have a 
user Id and password 
click the “Register for 
a user account” link. 

 

 



 

BEFORE 

Organizations were required to fill in the reason why they were 

submitting the enrollment application. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AFTER: 

Internet-based PECOS guides the user through a series of 

questions and systematically determines the reason for the 

application submission. 

 

 

 

 



BEFORE 

Organizations were required to review every section of the 855A 

paper form to identify which sections pertained to them. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AFTER: 

Internet-based PECOS only displays the topics required to be 

completed based on your application submittal reason and provider 

type.   

 

 

 



BEFORE 

Mistakes were made on the application that weren’t caught until 

the application was submitted to the MAC. 

 

 

 

 

 

AFTER: 

Internet-based PECOS has page level validations and built in error 

checks that identify errors within the application that must be 

corrected before the application can be submitted.     

 

 

 

 



BEFORE 

Once the application was completed the Organization had to obtain 

the appropriate signatures from the Authorized/Delegated Official 

to sign the CMS 855A certification statement. 

 

 

 

 

AFTER: 

Internet-based PECOS allows the Authorized/Delegated Official to 

electronically sign the enrollment application. 

      

 

 



BEFORE 

The Organization was required to submit with their application 

copies of supporting documentation necessary to process their 

application.   

 

 

 

AFTER: 

Internet-based PECOS allows supporting documentation to be 

digitally uploaded and electronically submitted with their 

enrollment application.   

 

 

 



BEFORE 

If the Organization was unaware of their MAC or its mailing 

address, they would review the CMS website to obtain this 

information and physically mail the enrollment application to their 

MAC.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AFTER 

Internet-based PECOS allows the enrollment application to be 

submitted electronically to your designated MAC and displays a 

submission confirmation page with a tracking number.  

 

 

 

 

When 
contacting the 
MAC reference 
this tracking Id.   

 

http://www.best-of-web.com/pages/100122-030129-275010.html

