




 

  

   

  

   

 
   

  
  

 
  

  

 
 

 
   

 
   

 

    
  

    

  

 
 

 
  

     

   



 

  

 
  

 
 

 

 
 

 

  
    

   

   

 

  
 

  
 

   
 

 
 

   
   

   

    

  



Approved OMB#: 0938-9V

STATEPLANUNDERTITLEXIXOFTHESOCIALSECURITY ACT

State:  NorthCarolina

1.4StateMedicalCareAdvisory Committee (42CFR431.12(b))  
Thereisanadvisory committee totheMedicaid agency directoronhealthandmedical care
servicesestablished inaccordance withandmeetingalltherequirements of42CFR431.12.  

TribalConsultation Requirements
Section1902(a)(73) oftheSocialSecurityAct (theAct) requiresaStateinwhichoneormore
IndianHealthPrograms orUrbanIndianOrganizations furnishhealthcareservices toestablisha
process fortheStateMedicaid agencytoseekadviceonaregular, ongoingbasisfromdesignees
ofIndianhealthprograms, whether operated bytheIndianHealthService (IHS), TribesorTribal
organizations undertheIndianSelf-Determination andEducation Assistance Act (ISDEAA), or
UrbanIndianOrganizations undertheIndianHealthCareImprovement Act (IHCIA). Section
2107(e)(I) oftheActwasalsoamended toapplytheserequirements totheChildren’sHealth
Insurance Program (CHIP). Consultation isrequired concerning Medicaid andCHIPmatters
havingadirect impactonIndianhealthprograms andUrbanIndianorganizations.  

Pleasedescribe theprocess theStateusestoseekadviceonaregular, ongoing basisfrom
federally-recognized tribes, IndianHealthPrograms andUrbanIndianOrganizations onmatters
relatedtoMedicaid andCHIPprograms andforconsultation onStatePlanAmendments, waiver
proposals, waiverextensions, waiveramendments, waiver renewals andproposals for
demonstration projectspriortosubmission toCMS. Pleaseinclude information aboutthe
frequency, inclusiveness andprocess forseekingsuchadvice.  

NorthCarolinawillusetheprocess identified inthissectiontoseekadviceonaregular, ongoing
basisfromIndianHealthPrograms andUrbanIndianOrganizations onmatters relatedtoMedicaid
andCHIPprograms andforconsultation onallStatePlanAmendments (SPA), waiver proposals,  
waiverextensions, waiveramendments, waiver renewals andproposals fordemonstration projects
priortosubmission totheCenters forMedicare andMedicaid Services (CMS).   

Tomeettherequirements fortimelynotification ofIndianHealthService (IHS) facilities inNorth
Carolina forSPA/Waiversubmissions orotherpolicychangesthatarisebetween MCACQuarterly
meetings theMedicaid AgencywillnotifyIHSfacilities inwritingofthesepending changes. The
Statewillusethiscombined approach toseekIHSfacilities’ adviceandinputonmatters relatedto
thechanges toMedicaid andCHIPprograms. Thisapproach willbeapplicable toIHSfacilities
thatarenotpreviously included inotherareasoftheStatePlanorbyotherSPApages.  
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a)Ifrequested bythefacility, infollowuptothesenotifications, theStatewillmeetquarterlyoras
neededviaconference callswithrepresentatives ofIHSfacilities andDivisionofHealthBenefits
keyleadership stafftodiscussanyitemsofimportance totheparties. These discussions may
includeprovisionofadditional information orIHSfacilities’ inputonpending changes, updateon
currentstatusofongoing initiatives, andongoing assessment oftheconsultation process toassure
efficiency andeffectiveness oftheconsultative activities. Thesemeetingswillprovideaforumfor
IHSfacilities toshareanddiscussconcerns regarding policyandtheconsultation processwiththe
decision-makers intheMedicaid Agency. 

b)AppointMedicaid primarycontacts responsible forassuring notification ofallpending
SPA/Waiverorpolicychanges. IfaSPAorwaiversubmission toCMSwilloccuroutsideofthe
scheduled MCACquarterly meeting timeframe, DHBwillnotifytheIHSfacility inwriting30
dayspriortosubmission toCMSorforSPAorWaivers thatrequireexpedited reviewthestatewill
provide theSPAorWaiver inwritingatleast10dayspriortosubmission toCMS. 

c)Invite, onaroutinebasis, theSeniorHealthOfficialofa/anIHSfacilityortheirdesigneeto
participate inpolicyplanning (SPA, NCAdministrative Code, ClinicalCoverage), waiver
development, program planning, anddevelopment workgroups andinitiatives. 

Pleasedescribe theconsultation process thatoccurredspecifically forthedevelopment and
submission ofthisStatePlanAmendment, whenitoccurred andwhowasinvolved.  

AfterCMSalerted thestatethattheIHSfacilitywasoperating inthestate, NorthCarolina setupa
callwithUnityHealingCenter toexplain theSPAandWaiverconsultation processthatisusedfor
NorthCarolina Medicaid withtheEasternBandofCherokee Indians (EBCI). Asaresultofthat
conversation, UnityandtheStateagreedthatthestatewouldsendSPAsandwaivers toUnity
HealingCenterpriortotheSPA’ssubmission toCMS.  ThestateprovidesacopyoftheSPAand
atribalformthatincludesanopportunity forthefacility torespond. Thismeeting occurred on
March16, 2023at2pmESTwithJoniLyon, CherieRosefromUnityandEmmaSandoe, Betty
StatonandCeciliaWilliams fromDHB. ThestatebegansendingSPAsaspartofthisprocessto
UnityHealingCenterandcontinues todosotothisday. Perthestate’sunderstanding ofCMS’s
guidance thestatewouldneedtodevelopaSPAtoinclude thisprocess fortheIHSfacilities. The
statedraftedaproposed SPAandshareditwiththreecontacts – JoniLyon, CherieRoseand
RobertSandersattheUnityHealing CenteronJune6, 2023andagainfolloweduponJuly6,  
2023.   
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