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American Hospital Association 
Terms & Conditions  
National Uniform Billing Code UB-04 Specifications 
Manual 

The American Hospital Association (AHA) has granted to the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid 
Services (CMS or the agency) and its authorized agents a limited, royalty-free permission to 
reproduce portions of the National Uniform Billing Code (NUBC) UB-04 Data Specifications 
Manual and a limited license to use NUBC UB-04 Specifications Data in CMS publications, both 
print and electronic media, per the Terms and Conditions limitations. CMS may use the Licensed 
Data and Manual for training and educational purposes, claims review and validation, and 
hospital billing analysis along with other CMS Agency purposes only which shall be limited to 
responding to inquiries related to proper coding. 

This AHA NUBC UB-04 permission agreement and data license restrict the agency’s use of NUBC 
UB-04 to Medicare, Medicaid, and other CMS administered programs. Any use not authorized 
within the data licensing agreement is prohibited. 
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Required Notice 
The AHA has granted CMS permission to reproduce portions of the NUBC UB-04 Data 
Specifications Manual and Specifications Data. Please follow the below guidance on the required 
copyright notice, appropriate copyright year, and required disclaimer language. 

Copyright Year Guideline 
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The AHA copyright year is always the same year as the NUBC UB-04 Data Specifications Manual. 

Copyright Notice 
Any reproduced portion of the NUBC UB-04 manual information or data codes will include the 
following copyright notice with the appropriate copyright year: 

Copyright © (Insert appropriate year), the American Hospital Association, Chicago, 
Illinois. Reproduced with permission. No portion of the AHA copyrighted materials 
contained within this publication may be copied without the express written consent of 
the AHA. AHA copyrighted materials including the UB-04 codes and descriptions may 
not be removed, copied, or utilized within any software, product, service, solution or 
derivative work without the written consent of the AHA. If an entity wishes to utilize any 
AHA materials, please contact the AHA at ub04@aha.org. 

Making copies or utilizing the content of the UB-04 Manual, including the codes and/or 
descriptions, for internal purposes, resale and/or to be used in any product or 
publication; creating any modified or derivative work of the UB-04 Manual and/or codes 
and descriptions; and/or making any commercial use of UB-04 Manual or any portion 
thereof, including the codes and/or descriptions, is only authorized with an express 
license from the American Hospital Association. 

To license the electronic data file of UB-04 Data Specifications, contact ub04@aha.org or visit 
https://www.nubc.org/ub-04-license-application . 

Disclaimer 
Each material containing reprinted NUBC UB-04 manual information or data codes will include 
the following disclaimer in a prominent manner acceptable to the AHA: 

The American Hospital Association (the "AHA") has not reviewed, and is not responsible 
for, the completeness or accuracy of any information contained in this material, nor was 
the AHA or any of its affiliates, involved in the preparation of this material, or the analysis 
of information provided in the material. The views and/or positions presented in the 
material do not necessarily represent the views of the AHA. CMS and its products and 
services are not endorsed by the AHA or any of its affiliates. 

mailto:ub04@aha.org
https://www.nubc.org/ub-04-license-application


Page | 4  

 

Definitions 
CMS End-User  
A person using CMS developed electronic media or CMS developed publication. 

CMS End-Product 
CMS developed electronic media, or a CMS developed publication. 

CMS User 
CMS staff or CMS authorized agent. 

NUBC UB-04 Data  
Commercial technical data and or computer databases and or commercial computer software 
and or commercial computer software documentation developed by the AHA. 

Publications  
Whether printed, displayed on the web, or included in electronic media are defined as follows: 

• Local Medical Review Policies (LMRPs) 
• Bulletins and Newsletters 
• Program Memoranda and Billing Instructions 
• Coverage and Coding Policies 
• Program Integrity Bulletins and Information 
• Educational Training Materials, including Computer-Based Training Modules 
• Special mailings requiring expedited handling 
• Fee Schedules including Ambulatory Surgical Center Payment Group 

Point-and-Click License 
An agreement that appears on a computer screen or webpage and includes a computer 
software mechanism that requires the CMS End-User to accept the license's terms and 
conditions prior to accessing the content contained within the CMS developed electronic media 
or publication. See AHA Exhibit 3 – NUBC UB-04 End-User Point and Click 
 
Shrink-Wrap License 
An agreement which requires the CMS End-User to break a seal such as "to break a paper label" 
or other mechanism to acknowledge acceptance of the licensing terms and conditions. 

https://www.cms.gov/files/document/AHA-Exhibit-3.pdf
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Terms & Conditions 
Reproduction of Text 
The reproduction of the UB-04 Manual will follow the text exactly.  

Headings, Illustrations, or Captions 
No changes will be made in headings, illustrations, or captions. 

No Deletions 
No deletions will be made about without specific permission. 

Reproduction Prohibitions and Limitations 
The CMS user will not reproduce the entire NUBC UB-04 Specifications Manual, an entire 
chapter of the Specifications Manual, or any excerpt in excess of 10% of an entire chapter. 

Copyright Notice 
Any reproduced portion of the Specifications Manual will include the following copyright notice: 

Copyright © (Insert appropriate year), the American Hospital Association, Chicago, 
Illinois. Reproduced with permission. No portion of the AHA copyrighted materials 
contained within this publication may be copied without the express written consent of 
the AHA. AHA copyrighted materials including the UB-04 codes and descriptions may 
not be removed, copied, or utilized within any software, product, service, solution, or 
derivative work without the written consent of the AHA. If an entity wishes to utilize any 
AHA materials, please contact the AHA at ub04@aha.org 
 
Making copies or utilizing the content of the UB-04 Manual, including the codes and/or 
descriptions, for internal purposes, resale and/or to be used in any product or 
publication; creating any modified or derivative work of the UB-04 Manual and/or codes 
and descriptions; and/or making any commercial use of UB-04 Manual or any portion 
thereof, including the codes and/or descriptions, is only authorized with an express 
license from the American Hospital Association. 

 
To license the electronic data file of UB-04 Data Specifications, contact ub04@aha.org or visit 
https://www.nubc.org/ub-04-license-application See AHA Exhibit 1 – NUBC UB-04 Copyright 
Notice 
 

mailto:ub04@aha.org
mailto:%20ub04@aha.org
https://www.nubc.org/ub-04-license-application
https://www.cms.gov/files/document/copyright-guidelines-cpt-cdt-nubc-code-sets-all-years.pdf
https://www.cms.gov/files/document/copyright-guidelines-cpt-cdt-nubc-code-sets-all-years.pdf
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AHA Disclaimer 
Each document containing any portion of the Specifications Manual will include the following 
disclaimer is a prominent manner acceptable to the AHA: 

The American Hospital Association ("the AHA") has not reviewed, and is not responsible 
for, the completeness or accuracy of any information contained in this material, nor was 
the AHA or any of its affiliates, involved in the preparation of this material, or the analysis 
of information provided in the material. The views and/or positions presented in the 
material do not necessarily represent the views of the AHA. CMS and its products and 
services are not endorsed by the AHA or any of its affiliates. 

See AHA Exhibit 2 – NUBC UB-04 Disclaimer Language 

Use Authorized 
CMS may use the Licensed Data and Manual for training and educational purposes, claims 
review and validation, and hospital billing analysis along with other CMS Agency purposes only 
which shall be limited to responding to inquiries related to proper coding  

NUBC UB-04 Specifications Data - Any Use Not Authorized is Prohibited  
Prohibitions include: 

• Making copies of the Specifications Data for resale or licensing 
• Transferring copies of the Specifications Data to any party not bound by the CMS- 
• AHA data license agreement 
• Creating modified or derivative works of the Specifications Data 
• Making any commercial use of the Specifications Data 

Use of the Specifications Data within the U.S. 
The CMS user may use NUBC UB-04 data in programs administered by the Centers for Medicare 
& Medicaid Services within the U.S. and its territories. 

Obscuring AHA Copyright 
The CMS user shall not remove or obscure any AHA copyright notice or other proprietary rights 
notices included in AHA materials. 

Rights Restrictions of DFAR 
The CMS user acknowledges that the Federal Acquisition Regulations (DFAR) restricts the U.S. 
Government rights to use, modify, reproduce, release, perform, display, or disclose these 
technical data or computer data bases and or computer software and or computer software 
documentation. 

http://www.cms.gov/Outreach-and-Education/Medicare-Learning-Network-MLN/MLNEdWebGuide/Downloads/AHA-Exhibit-2.pdf
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Disclaimer of Responsibility 
The CMS user acknowledges the sole responsibility for NUBC UB- 04 Specifications Data is with 
CMS or its Medicare and Medicaid authorized agents. No endorsement by the AHA is intended 
or implied. The AHA expressly disclaims responsibility for any consequences or liability 
attributable to or related to any use, non- use, or interpretation of information contained or not 
contained in this product. 

Questions about the Data License 
The CMS user will submit related inquiries to the CMS CPT_CDT_NUBC_Mailbox 

Submitting the New Use Application 
• The distribution of a CMS End-Product containing NUBC UB-04 codes, nomenclature, 

and descriptors that are unrelated to CMS programs requires a separate license 
agreement with the AHA. 

• If your code usage is outside of an existing agreement, contact the association to discuss 
a new use agreement 

CMS User's Acceptance of the AHA Terms and Conditions 
If you are reviewing the above terms and conditions as a part of the AHA Point-and-Click 
Acceptance Agreement, use the close button to return to acceptance agreement. Next, select 
the accept button to generate an email with the hyperlink to the NUBC UB-04 electronic files. 
 

mailto:CCPT_CDT_NUBC_Mailbox@cms.hhs.gov
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