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Sana M. Al-Khatib, MD

Dr. Sana M. Al-Khatib is an Associate Professor of Medicine at Duke University Medical Center, a board-
certified clinical electrophysiologist and an experienced clinical researcher in cardiac arrhythmias. As a
graduate of the NIH-funded Clinical Research Training Program, she is one of a few electrophysiologists
nationwide with expertise in quantitative research methods. Her clinical expertise is in sudden cardiac death
prevention, atrial fibrillation and ventricular arrhythmias, and implantable cardiac devices. Her research
expertise lies in the design and conduct of clinical trials, outcomes research, and cost-effectiveness analyses.
Dr. Al-Khatib is a recipient of a National Heart, Lung and Blood Institute’s R-01 grant titled “Implantable
Cardioverter Defibrillator Therapy in Patients with Heart Failure” (2009-2013) and of an American Heart
Association Career Development Award (2002-2006). She is a Co- Principal Investigator on an NHLBI-funded T-
32 Postdoctoral Training in Cardiovascular Clinical Research and on several Agency of Healthcare Research and
Quality sponsored R-01 grants including the “Duke Cardiovascular Center for Education and Research on
Therapeutics.” She has more than 120 publications in peer-reviewed journals. She has established several
collaborative research efforts both within and outside her institution. The goals of these collaborations are to
synergize efforts aimed at improving the survival and quality of life of patients at risk for sudden cardiac death
and those with atrial and ventricular arrhythmias through clinical trials and outcomes-based research and to
evaluate study design and data analysis in order to improve the quality of research done in these arenas. Dr.
Al-Khatib co-chaired the Clinical Events Committee of the ARISTOTLE trial; a trial of stroke prevention in
patients with atrial fibrillation. Dr. Al-Khatib earned a Doctor of Medicine degree and a Master of Health
Science (MHS) degree from Duke University.

Tahleah R. Chappel

Tahleah R. Chappel currently works for the Agency for Research and Quality (AHRQ) in the Center for
Outcomes and Evidence, supporting the Center’s efforts to build awareness of, and disseminate, Systematic
Reviews produced by the Effective Health Care Program. Prior to joining AHRQ, she worked for the Johns
Hopkins School of Public Health as a Senior Research Coordinator for the National Children’s Study location in
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Montgomery County, MD. Prior to Hopkins she worked on a variety of public health related grants for the
University of Rochester in the Department of Community and Preventive Medicine, Department of Psychiatry,
and The Center for Community Health. Mrs. Chappel earned a Master of Science degree in Leadership in
Health Care Systems and a Bachelor of Arts degree in Health and Society from the University of Rochester.

Howard Holland

Howard Holland has served as the Director of Agency for Research and Quality's Office of Communications and
Knowledge Transfer (OCKT) since July 2010. Prior to serving as OCKT director, he was Assistant to AHRQ's
Director and as a health communications specialist within OCKT. Mr. Holland has extensive experience helping
to design, execute, and lead multi-faceted dissemination and implementation activities focused on the use of
research to improve quality and safety of care. Mr. Holland earned a Master of Divinity degree in Religion
from Duke University Divinity School.

Janet Wright, MD

Dr. Janet Wright is a board-certified cardiologist with over 25 years in private practice as an interventional and
clinical specialist. She then served as Senior Vice President for Science and Quality at the American College of
Cardiology for three years, overseeing the development of scientific documents, including guidelines,
performance measures, and appropriate use criteria, and the suite of performance improvement platforms
known as the National Cardiovascular Data Registry or NCDR. Since its launch in 2011, Dr. Wright has served as
the Executive Director of Million Hearts, a national Department of Health and Human Service (HHS) initiative
co-led by the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) and Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
(CDC), with the explicit goal to prevent a million heart attacks and strokes by 2017. She has helped shape the
direction and spur progress in the initiative via its partners across the public and private sectors. Dr. Wright
earned a Doctor of Medicine degree from the University of Tennessee Center for the Health Sciences.
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