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News Flash – Internet-based PECOS (Provider Enrollment, Chain, and Ownership System) now allows 
providers and suppliers to sign Medicare enrollment applications electronically. Save time and expedite 
review of your application by using internet-based PECOS.. Learn more about PECOS at 
https://PECOS.CMS.hhs.gov, and be on the look-out for more enhancements in the coming months! 
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855-O Medicare Enrollment Application Ordering and Referring Physicians or 
Other Eligible Professionals 

Provider Types Affected 

This MLN Matters® Special Edition article is intended for physicians and eligible professionals who 
may need to enroll/register in the Medicare Program for the sole purpose of ordering or referring 
Medicare-covered items and services to Medicare beneficiaries.  

What You Need to Know  

The Affordable Care Act, Section 6405, “Physicians Who Order Items or Services Required to be 
Medicare Enrolled Physicians or Eligible Professionals,” requires physicians or other eligible 
professionals to be enrolled in the Medicare Program in order to order or refer items or services for 
Medicare beneficiaries. Some physicians or other eligible professionals do not and will not send 
claims to a Medicare contractor for the services they furnish and therefore may not be enrolled in the 
Medicare program. The Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) permits such physicians or 
other eligible professionals to enroll in the Medicare program for the sole purpose of ordering or 
referring items or services for Medicare beneficiaries. The submission and approval of a completed, 
CMS-855O form or its internet-based PECOS equivalent will register/enroll the physician or other 
eligible professional in the Medicare Program for the sole purpose of ordering and referring specific 
services for Medicare beneficiaries.  

https://pecos.cms.hhs.gov/
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Background 

Most physicians or other eligible professionals enroll in the Medicare program to be reimbursed for the 
covered services they furnish to Medicare beneficiaries. However, with the implementation of Section 
6405 of the Affordable Care Act, CMS permits certain physicians or other eligible professionals to 
enroll in the Medicare program for the sole purpose of ordering or referring items or services for 
Medicare beneficiaries. These physicians or other eligible professionals do not and will not send 
claims to a Medicare contractor for the services they furnish. The physicians or other eligible 
professionals who may wish to enroll in Medicare solely for the purpose of ordering and referring 
include, but are not limited to, those who are:  

 Employed by the Department of Veterans Affairs (DVA); 

 Employed by Federally Qualified Health Affairs Centers (FQHCs), Rural Health Clinics (RHCs);  

 Employed by the Public Health Service (PHS) or Critical Access Hospitals (CAHs); 

 Employed by the Department of Defense DOD) TRICARE;  

 Licensed residents and physicians in a fellowship; 

 Dentists, including oral surgeons; 

 Employed by IHS or tribal organizations; and   

 Pediatricians.  

Physicians or other eligible professionals can apply for enrollment for the sole purpose of 
ordering and referring items and/or services to Medicare beneficiaries using either: 

 The Internet-based Provider Enrollment, Chain and Ownership System (PECOS), or  

 The paper enrollment application process (CMS-855O). The CMS-855O is available at 
http://www.cms.gov/cmsforms/downloads/CMS855O.pdf on the CMS website 

For additional information regarding the Medicare enrollment process, including Internet-based 
PECOS, go to http://www.cms.gov/MedicareProviderSupEnroll on the CMS website. 

 

Note: You must obtain a National Provider Identifier (NPI) prior to enrolling in Medicare. Your NPI is a 
required field on your enrollment application. Applying for the NPI is a separate process from 
Medicare enrollment. To obtain an NPI, you may apply online at https://NPPES.cms.hhs.gov on the 
CMS website. For more information about NPI enumeration, visit 
http://www.cms.gov/NationalProvIdentStand on the CMS website. 

Additional Information 

For additional information about the Medicare enrollment process, including Internet-based 
PECOS, go to http://www.cms.gov/MedicareProviderSupEnroll on the CMS website. 

https://www.cms.gov/cmsforms/downloads/cms855o.pdf
https://nppes.cms.hhs.gov/
http://www.cms.gov/NationalProvIdentStand
http://www.cms.gov/MedicareProviderSupEnroll
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The CMS-855O is available at http://www.cms.gov/cmsforms/downloads/CMS855O.pdf on the CMS 
website. An updated version of the CMS-855O will be available and implemented in April 2012. 

The Medicare Learning Network® fact sheet titled “Medicare Enrollment Guidelines for 
Ordering/Referring Providers” provides information about the requirements for eligible 
ordering/referring providers and is available at 
http://www.cms.gov/MLNProducts/downloads/MedEnroll_OrderReferProv_FactSheet_ICN906223.pdf 
on the CMS website. 

If you have any questions, please contact your FI, carrier or A/B MAC at their toll-free number, 
which may be found at 
http://www.cms.gov/MLNProducts/downloads/CallCenterTollNumDirectory.zip on the CMS website.  
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