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ICD-10-CM Diagnosis Codes for Bone Mass Measurement

Note: This article was revised on April 12, 2016, to clarify the removal of a code (originally stated
as M85.8) from the list of codes that providers may report on page 2 of the article. The code that
was removed is M85.80 (Other specified disorders of bone density and structure, unspecified site).
All other information is the same.

Provider Types Affected

This MLN Matters® Avrticle is intended for clinical diagnostic laboratories and other
providers submitting claims to Medicare Administrative Contractors (MACs) for services to
Medicare beneficiaries.

Provider Action Needed

The Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) will implement Change Request
(CR) 9252 on January 4, 2016, effective October 1, 2015. (See related MLN Matters®
article MIM9252.) This CR establishes the list of covered conditions and corresponding
ICD-10-CM diagnosis codes approved for Bone Mass Measurement studies according to the
requirements set forth in National Coverage Determination (NCD) 150.3. CR9252 and
accompanying spreadsheet inadvertently omitted the condition of osteopenia and the ICD-
10-CM codes that describe it which are classified to subcategory M85.8- Other specified
disorders of bone density and structure. The codes and conditions identified within this
subcategory are considered covered indications for bone mass measurement under NCD
150.3 and providers should report these appropriately according to medical documentation
Additional guidance and education as to the updated complete list of covered indications
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will be forthcoming as CMS continues to review this issue and the systems updates
required.

Background

Under ICD-9-CM, the term “Osteopenia” was indexed to ICD-9-CM diagnosis code 733.90
(Disorder of bone and cartilage). This code was listed as a covered condition under the Business
requirement 5521.1.1 for CR 5521/NCD 150.3, dated May 11, 2007, when reported with CPT code
77080. (See related MLN Matters article MIM5521.) The accompanying Benefit Policy Manual,
Publication 100-02, chapter 15, section 80.5.6, Beneficiaries Who May Be Covered, includes: 2. An
individual with vertebral abnormalities as demonstrated by an x-ray to be indicative of osteoporosis,
osteopenia, or vertebral fracture.

Under ICD-10-CM, the term “Osteopenia” is indexed to ICD-10-CM subcategory M85.8-
Other specified disorders of bone density and structure, within the ICD-10-CM Alphabetic
Index. The codes within this subcategory were inadvertently omitted from the CMS
spreadsheet that accompanied CR 9252 containing the list of covered conditions and
corresponding diagnosis codes. These are considered covered for NCD 150.3 indications.

Below is the list of ICD-10-CM diagnosis codes within subcategory M85.8- that providers
may report as covered indications in addition to the current list provided in CR 9252 and its
accompanying CMS spreadsheet.

M85.811 Other specified disorders of bone density and structure, right shoulder
M85.812 Other specified disorders of bone density and structure, left shoulder
M85.821 Other specified disorders of bone density and structure, right upper arm
M85.822 Other specified disorders of bone density and structure, left upper arm
M85.831 Other specified disorders of bone density and structure, right forearm
M85.832 Other specified disorders of bone density and structure, left forearm
M85.841 Other specified disorders of bone density and structure, right hand
M85.842 Other specified disorders of bone density and structure, left hand
M85.851 Other specified disorders of bone density and structure, right thigh
M85.852 Other specified disorders of bone density and structure, left thigh
M85.861 Other specified disorders of bone density and structure, right lower leg
M85.862 Other specified disorders of bone density and structure, left lower leg
M85.871 Other specified disorders of bone density and structure, right ankle and
foot

M85.872 Other specified disorders of bone density and structure, left ankle and foot
e MB85.88 Other specified disorders of bone density and structure, other site

e MB85.89 Other specified disorders of bone density and structure, multiple sites
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Additional Information

If you have any questions, please contact your MAC at their toll-free number. That number
is available at http://www.cms.gov/Outreach-and-Education/Medicare-Learning-
Network-MLN/MLNMattersArticles/index.html under - How Does It Work.

Document History

Date of Change Description

April 12, 2016 The article was revised to clarify the removal of a code (originally stated
as M85.8) from the list of codes that providers may report on page 2 of
the article. The code that was removed is M85.80 (Other specified
disorders of bone density and structure, unspecified site).

April 6, 2016 The article was revised to remove the code M85.8 from the list of codes
that may be reported by providers on page 2.
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Disclaimer

This article was prepared as a service to the public and is not intended to grant rights or impose obligations. This article may contain references or
links to statutes, regulations, or other policy materials. The information provided is only intended to be a general summary. It is not intended to take
the place of either the written law or regulations. We encourage readers to review the specific statutes, regulations and other interpretive materials for
a full and accurate statement of their contents. CPT only copyright 2014 American Medical Association. All rights reserved.

Page 3 0f 3



http://www.cms.gov/Outreach-and-Education/Medicare-Learning-Network-MLN/MLNMattersArticles/index.html
http://www.cms.gov/Outreach-and-Education/Medicare-Learning-Network-MLN/MLNMattersArticles/index.html

