
 
 

Disclaimer 
This article was prepared as a service to the public and is not intended to grant rights or impose obligations. This article may contain references or links to statutes, regulations, or other 
policy materials. The information provided is only intended to be a general summary. It is not intended to take the place of either the written law or regulations. We encourage readers to 
review the specific statutes, regulations and other interpretive materials for a full and accurate statement of their contents. 

Page 1 of 2 

 
MLN Matters Number: MM4288 Related Change Request (CR) #: 4288 

Related CR Release Date: February 24, 2006 Effective Date: July 1, 2006 

Related CR Transmittal #: R878CP Implementation Date: July 3, 2006 

Healthcare Integrated General Ledger Accounting System (HIGLAS) and 835 
Implementation Guide (IG) Provider Adjustment Code Mapping and Standard 
Paper Remittance (SPR) Changes 

Note: This article was updated on October 24, 2012, to reflect current Web addresses. All other information 
remains unchanged. 

Provider Types Affected 

Providers and physicians who submit claims to Medicare fiscal intermediaries 
(FIs), including regional home health intermediaries (RHHIs), for services provided 
to Medicare beneficiaries 

Background 

The Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) is in the process of 
implementing the Healthcare Integrated General Ledger Accounting System 
(HIGLAS), which is the main focus of a long-term project to modernize Medicare’s 
accounting systems. A few Medicare FIs have already transitioned to this system, 
and others will be phased in shortly. 

Key Points 

• Some of the FIs who have already transitioned to HIGLAS reported problems 
identifying specific adjustments at the provider level as shown on the SPR. 

• The underlying problem is that HIGLAS has a very detailed breakdown of 
provider level adjustments that need to be properly mapped to Health 
Insurance Portability and Accountability Act (HIPAA) compliant provider 
adjustment codes (PLB codes) included in the transaction 835 version 
004010A1 IG. 
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• Mapping of the HIGLAS PLB X 01 codes to the corresponding standard PLB 
codes included in the ASC X12 N version 004010A1 835 IG are listed in the 
spreadsheet attachment to CR4288. 

• Only the standard PLB codes can be used in the HIPAA-compliant electronic 
remittance advice (ERA). The SPR fields must be populated with adjustment 
amounts that correspond to the ERA adjustment amounts under the HIPAA 
PLB codes listed in the above mentioned attachment. SPRs may not provide 
additional or more detailed information than that provided by ERAs. 

• Please refer to CR4288 and its attachment for specific information about the 
Electronic Remittance Advice (ERA) and hard copy instructions regarding the 
provider codes used by HIGLAS, and the corresponding provider codes per 
004010A1 IG.  

Relevant Links 

CR4288 is the official instruction issued to your FI / RHHI, regarding this change. 
CR4288 may be found by going to http://www.cms.gov/Regulations-and-
Guidance/Guidance/Transmittals/downloads/R878CP.pdf on the CMS website. 
Please refer to your local FI/RHHI if you have questions about this issue. To find 
their toll free phone number, go to http://www.cms.gov/Research-Statistics-Data-
and-Systems/Monitoring-Programs/provider-compliance-interactive-map/index.html 
on the CMS website.  
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