
 
 

News Flash - The July 2008 version of the Evaluation & Management Services Guide, which 
provides evaluation and management services information about medical record 
documentation, International Classification of Diseases and Current Procedural Terminology 
codes, and key elements of service, is now available on the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid 
Services Medicare Learning Network at 
http://www.cms.hhs.gov/MLNProducts/downloads/eval_mgmt_serv_guide.pdf on the 
CMS website. 
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Physician Signature Requirements for Diagnostic Tests 

Note: This article was revised on February 6, 2009, to remove a parenthetical statement from the 
first paragraph of page 2 of this article. All other information remains the same. 

Provider Types Affected 

Physicians and other providers who bill Medicare contractors (carriers, fiscal 
intermediaries (FI), or Medicare Administrative Contractors (A/B MAC)) for 
diagnostic laboratory services provided to Medicare beneficiaries. 

What You Need to Know 

CR 6100, from which this article is taken, updates the Medicare Benefit Policy 
Manual, Chapter 15 (Covered Medical and Other Health Services), Section 80 
(Requirements for Diagnostic X-Ray, Diagnostic Laboratory, and Other Diagnostic 
Tests) Subsection 80.6.1 (Definitions); to incorporate language previously 
contained in Section 15021 of the Medicare Carriers Manual, but inadvertently 
omitted when the Medicare Benefit Policy Manual was published. 
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Specifically, it notes that a physician’s signature is not required on orders for 
clinical diagnostic tests that are paid on the basis of the clinical laboratory fee 
schedule, the Medicare physician fee schedule, or for physician pathology 
services. While a physician order is not required to be signed, the physician must 
clearly document in the medical record his or her intent that the test be performed.   
Make sure that your office, billing, and/or laboratory staffs are aware of this 
updated guidance regarding the signature requirement for diagnostic tests.  

Additional Information 

You can find more information about physician signature requirements for 
diagnostic tests by going to CR 6100, located at 
http://www.cms.hhs.gov/Transmittals/downloads/R94BP.pdf on the Centers 
for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) website.  You will find the updated 
Medicare Benefit Policy Manual, Chapter 15 (Covered Medical and Other Health 
Services), Section 80 (Requirements for Diagnostic X-Ray, Diagnostic Laboratory, 
and Other Diagnostic Tests), Subsection 80.6.1 (Definitions) as an attachment to 
CR6100. 
If you have any questions, please contact your carrier, FI, or A/B MAC at their toll-
free number, which may be found at 
http://www.cms.hhs.gov/MLNProducts/downloads/CallCenterTollNumDirectory.zip 
on the CMS website. 
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