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News Flash –  

Text-Only Rural Health Fact Sheets – Released - To assist rural providers who have limited 
internet access, the following rural health publications are now available in text-only format: 

• Telehealth Services Text-Only 
• Swing Bed Services Text-Only 
• Rural Health Clinic Text-Only 

 

 

MLN Matters® Number: MM7824 Related Change Request (CR) #: CR 7824 

Related CR Release Date: January 31, 2013 Effective Date: March 1, 2013 

Related CR Transmittal #: R166BP Implementation Date: March 1, 2013 

Reorganization of Chapter 13   

Provider Types Affected 

This MLN Matters® Article is intended for physicians, providers, and suppliers submitting claims to Medicare 
Carriers, Fiscal Intermediaries (FIs), and/or A/B Medicare Administrative Contractors (A/B MACs) for 
services provided in Rural Health Clinics (RHCs) and Federally Qualified Health Centers (FQHCs) to 
Medicare beneficiaries. 

What you need to know 

This article is based on Change Request (CR) 7824, which updates and reorganizes Chapter 13 of 
the "Medicare Benefit Policy Manual." This chapter deals with Medicare RHCs and FQHCs. Chapter 
13 is reorganized for easier use and updated to include more comprehensive information. There are 
no new policies contained in the manual. 

http://www.cms.gov/Outreach-and-Education/Medicare-Learning-Network-MLN/MLNProducts/Downloads/Telehealth-Services-Text-Only.pdf�
http://www.cms.gov/Outreach-and-Education/Medicare-Learning-Network-MLN/MLNProducts/Downloads/Swing-Bed-Services-Text-Only.pdf�
http://www.cms.gov/Outreach-and-Education/Medicare-Learning-Network-MLN/MLNProducts/Downloads/Rural-Health-Clinic-Text-Only.pdf�
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Additional Information 

The official instruction, CR 7824 issued to your FI, carrier, or A/B MAC regarding this change may be 
viewed at http://www.cms.gov/Regulations-and-
Guidance/Guidance/Transmittals/Downloads/R166BP.pdf on the CMS website. 
If you have any questions, please contact your FI, carrier, or A/B MAC at their toll-free number, which 
may be found at http://www.cms.gov/Research-Statistics-Data-and-Systems/Monitoring-
Programs/provider-compliance-interactive-map/index.html  on the CMS website.  
 
 

News Flash - Flu Season Isn’t Over – Continue to Recommend Vaccination - While each flu season is 
different, flu activity typically peaks in February. Yet, even in February, the flu vaccine is still the best defense 
against the flu. The CDC recommends yearly flu vaccination for everyone 6 months of age and older; and 
although anyone can get the flu, adults 65 years and older are at greater risk for serious flu-related 
complications that can lead to hospitalization and death. Every office visit is an opportunity to check your 
patients’ vaccination status and encourage flu vaccination when appropriate. And getting vaccinated is just as 
important for health care personnel who can get sick with the flu and spread it to family, colleagues and 
patients. Be an example by getting your flu vaccine and know that you’re helping to reduce the spread of flu in 
your community. Note: influenza vaccines and their administration fees are covered Part B benefits. Influenza 
vaccines are NOT Part D-covered drugs.  For More Information: 

• 2012-2013 Seasonal Influenza Vaccines Pricing.  
• MLN Matters® Article MM8047, “Influenza Vaccine Payment Allowances - Annual Update for 2012-2013 

Season.” 
• CMS Medicare Learning Network® 2012-2013 Seasonal Influenza Virus Educational Products and 

Resources and CMS Immunizations web pages for information on coverage and billing. 
• HealthMap Vaccine Finder – a free, online service where users can find nearby locations offering flu 

vaccines as well as other vaccines for adults.  
• The CDC’s website offers a variety of provider resources for the 2012-2013 flu season. 
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http://www.cms.gov/Regulations-and-Guidance/Guidance/Transmittals/Downloads/R166BP.pdf�
http://www.cms.gov/Regulations-and-Guidance/Guidance/Transmittals/Downloads/R166BP.pdf�
http://www.cms.gov/Research-Statistics-Data-and-Systems/Monitoring-Programs/provider-compliance-interactive-map/index.html�
http://www.cms.gov/Research-Statistics-Data-and-Systems/Monitoring-Programs/provider-compliance-interactive-map/index.html�
http://www.cdc.gov/flu/index.htm�
http://www.cms.gov/Medicare/Medicare-Fee-for-Service-Part-B-Drugs/McrPartBDrugAvgSalesPrice/VaccinesPricing.html�
http://www.cms.gov/Outreach-and-Education/Medicare-Learning-Network-MLN/MLNMattersArticles/Downloads/MM8047.pdf�
https://www.cms.gov/Outreach-and-Education/Medicare-Learning-Network-MLN/MLNProducts/Downloads/Flu_Products.pdf�
https://www.cms.gov/Outreach-and-Education/Medicare-Learning-Network-MLN/MLNProducts/Downloads/Flu_Products.pdf�
https://www.cms.gov/Outreach-and-Education/Medicare-Learning-Network-MLN/MLNProducts/Downloads/Flu_Products.pdf�
http://www.cms.gov/immunizations�
http://flushot.healthmap.org/�
http://www.cdc.gov/flu/freeresources/�

