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Provider Enrollment in the Medicare Program 

Note: This article was updated on October 1, 2012 to reflect current Web addresses. All other information 
remains unchanged. 

Provider Types Affected 

All Medicare physicians, providers, and suppliers 

What You Need To Know  

• You must enroll in the Medicare program in order to receive Medicare 
payment for covered services that you provide to Medicare beneficiaries. 

• The Medicare enrollment application and process are used to collect 
information about you and to secure the necessary documentation to ensure 
you are qualified and eligible to enroll in the Medicare program. 

• This Special Edition article (SE 0612) contains helpful information about the 
Medicare enrollment process. 

Background 

Physicians, providers, and suppliers must enroll in the Medicare program in order 
to receive Medicare payment for services provided to its beneficiaries.   
You can accomplish this enrollment by completing the Medicare enrollment 
application, in which you provide the information and supporting documentation 
needed to ascertain your qualifications for, and your eligibility to enroll in, the 
Medicare program. 
When submitted, a designated Medicare fee-for-service contractor (known as a 
carrier or fiscal intermediary [FI]) will process your application and verify the 
information that you have provided. 
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To ensure timely processing of your application, make certain to completely fill 
out the application and provide all required supporting documentation at the time 
of filing. Section 17 of the Medicare enrollment application lists the types of 
supporting documentation that you will need to submit with your enrollment 
application 

To obtain a list of specific supporting documentation that you must submit with 
your enrollment application, call or visit the Medicare fee-for-service contractor 
serving your area (see Additional Information section below.) 
Be aware that, at any time during the enrollment process, your carrier or FI may 
request documentation to support or validate information that you have reported 
on your application. 
Applicants are responsible for providing this documentation in a timely manner.  
Failure to provide documentation in a timely manner may delay your enrollment 
into the Medicare program. 

Additional Information 

For additional information regarding the Medicare enrollment process, including 
the mailing address and telephone number for the carrier or FI serving your area, 
visit http://www.cms.gov/Medicare/Provider-Enrollment-and-
Certification/MedicareProviderSupEnroll/index.html on the CMS web site. 
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