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Welcome to Medicare Learning Network Podcasts at the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid 
Services, or “CMS”.  These podcasts are developed and produced by the Medicare Learning 
Network® within CMS, and they provide official information for healthcare professionals.
 
If you submit claims to Medicare Administrative Contractors, or MACs, for services provided to 
beneficiaries then you will benefit from this podcast. This podcast is intended for physicians and 
other practitioners. 
 
This podcast, based on MLN Matters® Article SE0927, clarifies the correct use of certain 
Healthcare Common Procedure Coding System, or HCPCS modifiers, specifically when billing for 
wrong surgery on a patient. 
 
First, we’ll discuss the HCPCS modifiers PC - Wrong Surgery on Patient, which was established in 
CR6405, along with two other modifiers, for use in Medicare billing, to be added, where 
appropriate, to all claim lines related to surgical error. 
 
You as a provider or your billing services may be incorrectly using the HCPCS modifier PC to 
indicate the professional component for certain services not related to surgical error when the 
modifier 26 should have been used. You need to be aware that the use of the PC modifier on 
Medicare claims will result in your claim being denied. 
 
Be sure that you and your billing personnel prepare claims submitted to Medicare with the correct 
codes in order for the claims to process correctly. 
 
Modifier PC is used to identify Wrong Surgery on a patient. The modifier PC is to be added, where 
appropriate, to all claim lines related to a surgical error. 
 
Last, we’ll discuss Modifier 26. Modifier 26 is used to identify the professional component of a 
service or a procedure. 
 
There are some additional resources to guide you in your use of modifier PC. The specific sites at 
which they can be found can be located on page two of SE0927. 
 

 

  



 
 

 

 

 
To download the MLN Matters® Article SE0927, go to the CMS website at www.cms.gov and click 
on “Outreach and Education” at the top of the page. From that page, scroll down to the Medicare 
Learning Network section and click on the MLN Matters® Articles link. Follow the links to “2009 MLN
Matters® Articles” and search for SE article number “SE0927.” 
 

 
Be on the lookout for future MLN podcasts on subjects of interest to you. 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
This podcast was current at the time it was published or uploaded onto the web.  Medicare policy changes frequently so links to the source documents have 
been provided within the document for your reference. 
 
This podcast was prepared as a service to the public and is not intended to grant rights or impose obligations.  This podcast may contain references or links to 
statutes, regulations, or other policy materials.  The information provided is only intended to be a general summary.  It is not intended to take the place of 
either the written law or regulations.  We encourage readers to review the specific statutes, regulations, and other interpretive materials for a full and accurate               
statement of their contents. 
 
The Medicare Learning Network® (MLN), a registered trademark of CMS, is the brand name for official CMS educational products and information for  
Medicare Fee-For-Service Providers.  For additional information, visit the MLN’s web page at http://www.cms.gov/MLNGenInfo  on the CMS website. 
 
Your feedback is important to us and we use your suggestions to help us improve our educational products, services and activities and to develop                                 
products, services and activities that better meet your educational needs. To evaluate Medicare Learning Network®(MLN) products, services and                                            
activities you have participated in, received, or downloaded, please go to http://www.cms.gov/MLNProducts and click on the link called 
‘MLN Opinion Page’ in the left-hand menu and follow the instructions. 
 
Please send your suggestions related to MLN product topics or formats to MLN@cms.hhs.gov. 
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