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From: Clinician Outreach and Communication Activity (CDC) 
Sent: Monday, November 23, 2009 4:12 PM 
To: Clinician Outreach and Communication Activity (CDC) 
Subject: CDC Updates for Clinicians: Nov 16 ‐ 23, 2009 

Nov 23, 2009 

The following updates were made to CDC information and guidance from Nov 16 - Nov 23, 2009. If you have any 
questions on these or other clinical issues, please write to us at coca@cdc.gov. 

If you have received this update from a colleague and would like to subscribe to the listserve, please visit 
http://emergency.cdc.gov/clinregistry/. 

Today's topics Include:  Subscribe to RSS 
2009 H1N1 & Seasonal Influenza 

Influenza Key Points and Messages 

2009 H1N1 Influenza Vaccine  
 CDC Emergency on Twitter 

2009 H1N1 and Seasonal Influenza Resources 

Travelers' Health 

Health Promotion & Disease Prevention 

Food and Drug Safety 

2009 H1N1 & Seasonal Influenza 

Weekly FluView Map and Surveillance Report - CDC - Nov 20 
Updated CDC FluView for 2009-2010 Influenza Season Week 45 ending November 14, 2009. All data are 
preliminary and may change as more reports are received. 
http://www.cdc.gov/flu/weekly/ 

2009 H1N1 Flu: International Situation Update - CDC - Nov 20 
This report provides an update to the international situation as of November 20, 2009. The World Health 
Organization (WHO) continues to report updated 2009 H1N1 flu-associated laboratory-confirmed cases 
and deaths on its Web page. 
http://www.cdc.gov/h1n1flu/updates/international/ 

Influenza Key Points and Messages 

- As of Friday, November 20, 2009, a total of 54,145,300 doses were available for ordering. Of those 
available doses, 41,435,200 doses were injectable (flu shots) and 12,710,100 were LAIV (nasal spray 
vaccine). 

- Supplies of 2009 H1N1 vaccine are limited but continue to increase. More doses are expected for 
shipment each week. We ask members of the public who want to receive this vaccine to be patient as this 
program expands and more vaccine continues to become available.  

- As of November 13, approximately 94.5 million doses of seasonal influenza vaccine have been 
distributed.  

- The 2009 H1N1 vaccine is made the same way as seasonal flu vaccines. Millions of seasonal flu vaccines 
have been given safely. Millions of people have also safely received the 2009 H1N1 vaccine. 
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- Due to early availability and high demand of seasonal flu vaccine, limited amounts of seasonal supply 
remain. At this point, CDC continues to encourage those at highest risk from flu complications to seek 
seasonal flu vaccine and receive 2009 H1N1 vaccine, as recommended. 

- GlaxoSmithKline, has asked the Canadian government to stop using vaccine doses from one particular lot 
shipment (A80CA007A). Several cases of anaphylaxis, a severe allergic reaction, have been reported and 
are being investigated among people vaccinated from this shipment.  The vaccine recalled is not available 
in the United States.  Canadian health officials have noticed severe allergic reactions from that lot at a rate 
of one in 20,000, compared with the standard reaction rate of one in 100,000. 

2009 H1N1 Influenza Vaccine 

2009 H1N1 Influenza Vaccine Supply Status - CDC - Nov 20 
Every Friday, CDC will post updated 2009 H1N1 vaccine supply and distribution data. 45,785,000 doses 
have been shipped as of November 19, 2009. 
http://www.cdc.gov/h1n1flu/vaccination/vaccinesupply.htm 

Information for Vaccine Planners - Supply and Distribution -CDC - Nov 20 
http://www.cdc.gov/h1n1flu/vaccination/planners.htm 

Vaccine Information for Clinicians and Health Care Professionals - Vaccine Dosage, Administration, 
and Storage - CDC - Nov 19 
http://www.cdc.gov/h1n1flu/vaccination/professional.htm 

Safety of pandemic vaccines - WHO - Nov 19 
WHO has received vaccination information from 16 of around 40 countries conducting national H1N1 
pandemic vaccine campaigns. Based on information in these 16 countries, WHO estimates that around 80 
million doses of pandemic vaccine have been distributed and around 65 million people have been 
vaccinated. National immunization campaigns began in Australia and the People’s Republic of China in late 
September. 
http://www.who.int/csr/disease/swineflu/notes/briefing_20091119/en/index.html 

H1N1 Preparedness: An Update of Vaccine Production and Distribution - Committee on Energy 
Commerce - Nov 18 
The Subcommittee on Health and the Subcommittee on Oversight and Investigations held a hearing titled, 
"H1N1 Preparedness: An Update of Vaccine Production and Distribution" on Wednesday, November 18, 
2009 in 2123 Rayburn House Office Building. The hearing examined the response to the H1N1 influenza 
pandemic. 
http://energycommerce.house.gov/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=1825:h1n1-
preparedness-an-update-of-vaccine-production-and-distribution&catid=132:subcommittee-on-
health&Itemid=72 

FDA Approves Additional Vaccine for 2009 H1N1 Influenza Virus - FDA - Nov 16 
The U.S. Food and Drug Administration announced that it has approved a fifth vaccine for protection 
against the 2009 H1N1 influenza virus. The vaccine is manufactured by ID Biomedical Corp. of Quebec, 
Canada, owned by GlaxoSmithKline PLC. 
http://www.fda.gov/NewsEvents/Newsroom/PressAnnouncements/ucm190783.htm 

2009 H1N1 and Seasonal Influenza Resources 

Clinical Resources: 

Drug Information Update- Peramivir IV Renal Dosing Recommendations - FDA - Nov 20 
The U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA) has updated the Peramivir IV Fact Sheet for 
Health Care Providers to revise dosing recommendations for patients with end-stage renal 
disease on intermittent hemodialysis and for patients with renal failure with a creatinine 
clearance <10 mL/min who are NOT on hemodialysis. 
http://www.fda.gov/Drugs/DrugSafety/PostmarketDrugSafetyInformationforPatientsandProviders/ 
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Antiviral Treatment for Patients Hospitalized with 2009 Pandemic Influenza A (H1N1) -
NEJM - Nov 18 
With the 2009 H1N1 pandemic well under way, many clinicians are providing care to patients 
with influenza. Previously, although antiviral treatment was recommended, clinicians may not 
always have prescribed it to patients hospitalized with seasonal influenza, perhaps because of a 
perception that antiviral treatment had limited benefit.  However, evidence from observational 
studies supports the benefit of neuraminidase inhibitors (oseltamivir or zanamivir) in reducing 
complications, including deaths, among hospitalized patients with 2009 pandemic influenza A 
(H1N1). 
http://h1n1.nejm.org/?p=1188&query=home 

Immune System of Healthy Adults May Be Better Prepared Than Expected to Fight 2009 
H1N1 Influenza Virus - NIH - Nov 16 
A new study shows that molecular similarities exist between the 2009 H1N1 influenza virus and 
other strains of seasonal H1N1 virus that have been circulating in the population since 1988. 
These results suggest that healthy adults may have a level of protective immune memory that 
can blunt the severity of infection caused by the 2009 H1N1 influenza virus. 
http://www3.niaid.nih.gov/news/newsreleases/2009/H1N1protection.htm 

Consumer Resources: 

6 Consumer Quick Facts for 2009 H1N1 Flu Antivirals - CDC - Nov 23 
Add this widget to your web page or blog to spread the word about the value of early antiviral 
treatment for 2009 H1N1 flu, and common questions and misunderstandings about flu antivirals. 
http://www.cdc.gov/widgets/#6consumer 

US Labor Department's OSHA issues compliance directive to address flu prevention for 
health care workers - OSHA - Nov 20 
For the protection of frontline health care and emergency medical workers at high risk of 
infection, the U.S. Department of Labor's Occupational Safety and Health Administration 
(OSHA) issued a compliance directive to ensure uniform procedures when conducting 
inspections to identify and minimize or eliminate high to very high risk occupational exposures to 
the 2009 H1N1 influenza A virus. 
http://osha.gov/pls/oshaweb/owadisp.show_document? 
p_table=NEWS_RELEASES&p_id=16749 

Protecting Employees, Employers and the Public: H1N1 and Sick Leave Policies -
Committee on Education & Labor - Nov 17 
The House Education and Labor Committee held a hearing Tuesday, November 17 on how 
employer paid sick leave policies can help slow the spread of contagious diseases, like the 
H1N1 flu virus. 
http://edlabor.house.gov/hearings/2009/11/protecting-employees-employers.shtml 

2009 H1N1 Flu Information for People with Disabilities and Their Caregivers or 
Personal Assistants - CDC - Nov 16 
http://www.cdc.gov/h1n1flu/disabilities/ 

Medical Devices for Flu Diagnosis and Protection 2009 H1N1 Flu Virus (Swine Flu) Update 
- FDA - Nov 16 
The US Food and Drug Administration (FDA) recently authorized emergency use of two rapid 
tests for detecting novel H1N1 flu: ELITech's Molecular Diagnostics 2009-H1N1 Influenza A 
Virus Real-Time RT-PCR and Roche's RealTime Ready Influenza A/H1N1 Detection Set. The 
tests are designed for respiratory specimens, such as nasal swabs, taken from symptomatic 
patients. The FDA previously approved six other pandemic flu tests for emergency use. 
http://www.fda.gov/MedicalDevices/Safety/EmergencySituations/ucm161496.htm 

Travelers' Health 

Travel Health Campaign - CDC - Nov 18 
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Posters have been released as CDC launches a national Travel Health Campaign to encourage healthy 
travel this flu season. As the weather cools down, the holiday travel season heats up! If you are traveling 
through any airports, seaports, land borders, or other transportation stations we hope you keep your eyes 
peeled for our posters and follow the health tips as you travel. 
http://wwwnc.cdc.gov/travel/content/h1n1-campaign-posters.aspx 

Health Promotion & Disease Prevention 

Preventing Cross-Contamination in Endoscope Processing Safety Communication from FDA, CDC,
and the VA - FDA - Nov 19 
This communication cautions healthcare facilities, including hospitals, ambulatory care facilities and private 
practices, about the risks to patients if flexible endoscopes and their accessories are not processed 
properly, and recommends steps to reduce these risks. It is being issued jointly by the U.S. Food and Drug 
Administration, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, and the Department of Veterans Affairs, 
and has been reviewed by The Joint Commission. The communication also reminds manufacturers of 
endoscopes and endoscope processing equipment of their responsibilities in helping assure proper 
endoscope processing in healthcare facilities. 
http://www.fda.gov/MedicalDevices/Safety/AlertsandNotices/ucm190273.htm 

Statement by Kathleen Sebelius Secretary of Health and Human Services on the Great American
Smokeout - HHS - Nov 19 
Breaking a cigarette addiction may be one of the toughest commitments anyone can make.  It takes a lot of 
support. But if you’re a smoker, you’ll have the support of millions of other soon-to-be ex-smokers, if you 
join them in the Great American Smokeout. 
http://www.hhs.gov/news/press/2009pres/11/20091119b.html 

Food and Drug Safety 

P&G Voluntarily Recalls Specific Lots of Vicks Sinex Nasal Spray in the United States, Germany and 
the United Kingdom - FDA - Nov 19 
The Procter & Gamble Company announced it is voluntarily recalling three lots of its Vicks Sinex nasal 
spray in three countries:  the United States, Germany and the United Kingdom.  The company said it is 
taking this precautionary step after finding the bacteria B. cepacia in a small amount of product made at its 
plant in Gross Gerau, Germany. 
http://www.fda.gov/Safety/Recalls/ucm191416.htm 

FDA Issues 22 Warning Letters to Web site Operators Part of International Internet Week of Action -
FDA - Nov 19 
During the effort, the FDA’s Office of Criminal Investigations (OCI), in conjunction with the Center for Drug 
Evaluation and Research and the Office of Regulatory Affairs, Office of Enforcement, targeted 136 Web 
sites that appeared to be engaged in the illegal sale of unapproved or misbranded drugs to U.S. 
consumers. None of the Web sites are for pharmacies in the United States or Canada. 
http://www.fda.gov/NewsEvents/Newsroom/PressAnnouncements/ucm191330.htm 

FDA and Everyday Health Collaborate to Expand Reach of Consumer Health Information - FDA - 
Nov 17 
The U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA) and Everyday Health announced a collaboration that will 
expand the delivery of the agency’s vital consumer health information to the 30 million unique users who 
visit Everyday Health each month. This joint effort reflects FDA's emphasis on using innovative, 
technology-based strategies to carry out its mission of protecting and promoting the public health. 
http://www.fda.gov/NewsEvents/Newsroom/PressAnnouncements/ucm190875.htm 

Recalls, Market Withdrawals, & Safety Alerts - FDA - Nov 23 
For additional information on recent FDA recalls, market recalls & safety alerts please click on the following 
link below: 
http://www.fda.gov/Safety/Recalls/default.htm 
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The CDC and HHS logos are the exclusive property of the Department of Health and Human 
Services and may not be used for any purpose without prior express written permission. Use of
trade names and commercial sources is for identification only and does not imply endorsement by 
the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services. 

Links to non-Federal organizations are provided solely as a service to our users. Links do not 
constitute an endorsement of any organization by CDC or the Federal Government, and none 
should be inferred. The CDC is not responsible for the content of the individual organizations. 

Please send us your feedback or comments: http://www.cdc.gov/flu/coca/feedback.htm. 

Our Clinician Communication Team is committed to excellence in reporting our weekly updates.  
Please e-mail coca@cdc.gov should you note any written errors or discrepancies. 

If you need to unsubscribe or update your information, please go to our website: 
http://emergency.cdc.gov/clinregistry/userMaintenance2.asp 

If you need further information or technical help, please send an e-mail message to: coca@cdc.gov 
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Communicating With Clinicians 
CDC currently employs several mechanisms to 
communicate with clinicians on topics of urgent 
concern and interest. 
Download this flyer to find out more 
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