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Medicare Learning Network 

 
 

This National Provider Call is brought to you by the 
Medicare Learning Network® (MLN), the source of 
official CMS information for Medicare Fee-For-Service 
Providers. 
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Ordering & Referring 

Ordering & Referring:  CMS-6010 requires all Providers who Order or Refer 
services for certain procedures, services, or medical equipment, to be 
enrolled in an approved or opt out status with Medicare, or claims will be 
denied.  

• On March 1st, 2013, CMS announced the ordering and referring edits 
will be turned on May 1st, 2013 and provided 60 days advanced notice to 
the provider community.  

• CMS is closely monitoring the number of providers not yet enrolled or 
registered with Medicare, and the number of informational messages. 

• Part B, DME, & HHA Providers are being contacted when there have 
been Organizational NPIs (Type II NPIs) on the claim. 
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Ordering and Referring 
Requirements 

 The physician or non-physician practitioner who has 
elected to order and refer must be enrolled in Medicare 
or in an opt-out status.  

 The ordering/referring National Provider Identifier (NPI) 
must be for an individual physician or non-physician 
practitioner (not an organizational NPI).  

  The physician or non-physician practitioner must be of 
a specialty that is eligible to order and refer. 

  CMS-855O is the Medicare enrollment form to register 
to solely order and refer. 
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Ordering & Referring Requirements 

• The claims impacted by the ordering/referring rule are: 
o Part B 
o DME 
o Home Health  

 
• The rule does not apply to prescription drugs, or services of 

physician specialists.   
 

• Applies to physicians and non-physician practitioners 
(including interns, residents, fellows, and those who are 
employed by the Department of Veterans Affairs (DVA), the 
Department of Defense (DoD), or the Public Health Service 
(PHS)) who order or refer items or services for Medicare 
beneficiaries. 
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Ordering and Referring: 
Interns & Residents 

 The final rule states that State-licensed residents 
may enroll to order or refer and may be listed on 
claims.   

 Claims for covered items and services from un-
licensed interns and residents may still specify the 
name and NPI of the teaching physician.   

 If States provide provisional licenses or otherwise 
permit residents to practice or order and refer 
services, interns and residents are allowed to 
enroll to order and refer consistent with State law. 
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Ordering and Referring Educational 
Material 

 

Available on www.cms.gov/medicareprovidersupenroll - “Ordering & 
Referring Information” tab: 

• SE1305,"Full Implementation of Edits on the Ordering/Referring Providers 
in Medicare Part B, DME, and Part A Home Health Agency (HHA) Claims“ 

•  “Medicare Enrollment Guidelines for Ordering/Referring Providers” Fact 
Sheet 

 
•  “The Basics of Medicare Enrollment for Physicians Who Infrequently 

Receive Medicare Reimbursement” Fact Sheet 

http://www.cms.gov/medicareprovidersupenroll
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Evaluate Your Experience with Today’s National 
Provider Call 

• To ensure that the National Provider Call (NPC) Program 
continues to be responsive to your needs, we are providing an 
opportunity for you to evaluate your experience with today’s 
NPC.  Evaluations are anonymous and strictly voluntary. 

 
• To complete the evaluation, visit http://npc.blhtech.com/ and 

select the title for today’s call from the menu. 
 
• All registrants will also receive a reminder email within two 

business days of the call.  Please disregard this email if you 
have already completed the evaluation.   

 
• We appreciate your feedback!                                          

 
 

http://npc.blhtech.com/
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Disclaimer 

 
• This presentation was current at the time it was published or uploaded 

onto the web. Medicare policy changes frequently so links to the source 
documents have been provided within the document for your reference. 
 

• This presentation was prepared as a service to the public and is not 
intended to grant rights or impose obligations. This presentation may 
contain references or links to statutes, regulations, or other policy 
materials. The information provided is only intended to be a general 
summary. It is not intended to take the place of either the written law or 
regulations. We encourage readers to review the specific statutes, 
regulations, and other interpretive materials for a full and accurate 
statement of their contents. 
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Thank You 

• For more information about the MLN, please 
visit http://cms.gov/Outreach-and-
Education/Medicare-Learning-Network-
MLN/MLNGenInfo/index.html  
 

• For more information about the National 
Provider Call Program, please visit 
http://cms.gov/Outreach-and-
Education/Outreach/NPC/index.html  
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