
How to Report Once for 2015 
Medicare Quality Reporting 

Programs  
March 18, 2015;  

Revised April 29, 2015 



The Medicare Learning Network® 

This MLN Connects™ National Provider Call (MLN Connects Call)  
is part of the Medicare Learning Network (MLN), a registered 
trademark of the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS), 
and is the brand name for official information health care 
professionals can trust. 
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Disclaimer 

This presentation was current at the time it was published or uploaded onto 
the web. Medicare policy changes frequently so links to the source 
documents have been provided within the document for your reference. 

 
This presentation was prepared as a service to the public and is not 
intended to grant rights or impose obligations. This presentation may 
contain references or links to statutes, regulations, or other policy materials. 
The information provided is only intended to be a general summary. It is not 
intended to take the place of either the written law or regulations. We 
encourage readers to review the specific statutes, regulations, and other 
interpretive materials for a full and accurate statement of their contents. 

 
CPT Disclaimer – American Medical Association (AMA) Notice 
CPT codes, descriptions and other data only are copyright 2014 American 
Medical Association. All rights reserved. 
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Agenda and Learning Objectives 

• How to Report Once for 2015 Medicare Quality Reporting Programs for: 
‒ Individual Eligible Professionals (EPs)  
‒ Group Practices 
‒ Medicare Shared Savings Program Accountable Care Organizations 

(ACOs) 
‒ Pioneer Accountable Care Organizations (ACOs) 

• Resources & Who to Call for Help 
• Question and Answer Session 
• Appendices 
 
Learning Objectives: By the end of the teleconference, the participant 
should be able to identify the requirements for individual eligible 
professionals, group practices, Medicare Shared Savings Program ACOs, and 
Pioneer ACOs to report quality measures one time during the 2015 program 
year. 
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Report Once for 2015 Medicare 
Quality Reporting Programs:  
Eligible Professionals (EPs) 
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2015 Report Once: Eligible Professionals 

• Individual eligible professionals can report 
quality measures one time during the 2015 
program year in order to: 
‒ Avoid the 2017 Physician Quality Reporting System 

(PQRS) negative payment adjustment  
‒ Satisfy the clinical quality measure (CQM) component 

of the Medicare Electronic Health Record (EHR) 
Incentive Program 

‒ Satisfy requirements for the 2017 Value-Based 
Payment Modifier (VM) 
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2015 Report Once: Eligible Professionals 
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Report Once for 2015 Medicare 
Quality Reporting Programs: 

Group Practices 
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2015 Report Once: Group Practices 
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• Group practices can report quality measures 
one time during the 2015 program year in 
order to: 
‒ Avoid the PQRS 2017 negative payment adjustment  
‒ Satisfy the CQM component of the EHR Incentive 

Program 
‒ Satisfy requirements for the 2017 VM 



2015 Report Once: Group Practices 
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Report Once for 2015 Medicare Quality 
Reporting Programs: Medicare Shared 

Savings Program Accountable Care 
Organizations (ACOs) 
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2015 Report Once: Medicare Shared Savings 
Program Accountable Care Organizations 

• Medicare Shared Savings Program ACOs 
can report quality measures one time 
during the 2015 program year in order to: 
‒ Avoid the 2017 PQRS negative payment 

adjustment 
‒ Satisfy the CQM component of the Medicare 

EHR Incentive Program 
‒ Satisfy requirements for the 2017 VM 
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2015 Report Once: Medicare Shared Savings 
Program Accountable Care Organizations (ACOs) 
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Report Once for 2015 Medicare 
Quality Reporting Programs: 

Pioneer Accountable  
Care Organizations (ACOs) 
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2015 Report Once: Pioneer Accountable 
Care Organizations (ACOs) 

• Pioneer ACOs can report quality 
measures one time during the 2015 
program year in order to: 
‒ Avoid the PQRS negative payment adjustment 
‒ Satisfy the CQM component of the Medicare 

EHR Incentive Program 
‒ Satisfy requirements for the 2017 VM 
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2015 Report Once: Pioneer Accountable 
Care Organizations (ACOs) 
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Resources 
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Resources 
• Fact Sheet: How to Report Once for 2015 Medicare Quality Reporting Programs 

http://www.cms.gov/Medicare/Quality-Initiatives-Patient-Assessment-
Instruments/PQRS/Downloads/2015HowtoReportOnce.pdf 

• 2015 MPFS Final Rule 
https://s3.amazonaws.com/public-inspection.federalregister.gov/2014-26183.pdf 

• CMS PQRS Website 
 http://www.cms.gov/Medicare/Quality-Initiatives-Patient-Assessment-Instruments/PQRS  
• PFS Federal Regulation Notices 

http://www.cms.gov/Medicare/Medicare-Fee-for-Service-Payment/PhysicianFeeSched/PFS-Federal-Regulation-Notices.html  
• Medicare Shared Savings Program 
 http://cms.gov/Medicare/Medicare-Fee-for-Service-Payment/sharedsavingsprogram/ Quality_Measures_Standards.html 
• CMS Value-based Payment Modifier (VM) Website 
 http://www.cms.gov/Medicare/Medicare-Fee-for-Service-Payment/ PhysicianFeedback 

Program/ValueBasedPaymentModifier.html 
• Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) 
 https://questions.cms.gov/  

• MLN Connects™ Provider eNews 
 http://cms.gov/Outreach-and-Education/Outreach/FFSProvPartProg/Index.html 

• PQRS Listserv 
https://public-dc2.govdelivery.com/accounts/USCMS/subscriber/new?topic_id=USCMS_520 
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Who to Call for Help 

• QualityNet Help Desk:  
 866-288-8912 (TTY 877-715-6222) 
 7:00 a.m.–7:00 p.m. CST M-F or qnetsupport@hcqis.org  
 You will be asked to provide basic information such as name, practice, address, phone, and e-mail 

• Provider Contact Center:  
 Questions on status of 2013 PQRS/eRx Incentive Program incentive payment (during distribution timeframe)  
 See Contact Center Directory at http://www.cms.gov/MLNProducts/Downloads/CallCenterTollNumDirectory.zip 

• EHR Incentive Program Information Center:  
 888-734-6433 (TTY 888-734-6563) 

• ACO Help Desk via the CMS Information Center:  
 888-734-6433 Option 2 or cmsaco@cms.hhs.gov  

• Physician Value Help Desk (for VM questions) 
Monday – Friday: 8:00 am – 8:00 pm EST 
Phone: 888-734-6433, press option 3 

19 

mailto:qnetsupport@hcqis.org
http://www.cms.gov/MLNProducts/Downloads/CallCenterTollNumDirectory.zip
mailto:cmsaco@cms.hhs.gov


Acronyms in this Presentation 

• ACO: Accountable Care Organization 
• CAHPS: Consumer Assessment of Healthcare Providers & Systems 
• CEHRT: Certified EHR Technology 
• CMS: Centers for Medicaid and Medicare Services 
• DSV: Data Submission Vendor 
• eCQM: Electronic Clinical Quality Measure 
• EHR: Electronic Health Record 
• EP: Eligible Professional 
• FFS: Fee-for-Service 
• GPRO: Group Practice Reporting Option 
• IACS: Individuals Authorized Access to the CMS Computer Services  
• MLN: Medicare Learning Network 
• MOCP: Maintenance of Certification Program 
• MPFS: Medicare Physician Fee Schedule 
• NPI: National Provider Identifier 
• PQRS: Physician Quality Reporting System 
• QCDR: Qualified Clinical Data Registry 
• QRDA: Quality Reporting Data Architecture 
• SEVT: Submission Engine Validation Tool 
• TIN: Taxpayer Identification Number 
• VM: Value-based Payment Modifier 
• WI: Web Interface 
• XML: Extensible Markup Language  
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Question & Answer Session 
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Evaluate Your Experience 

• Please help us continue to improve the MLN Connects® 
National Provider Call Program by providing your 
feedback about today’s call. 
 

• To complete the evaluation, visit 
http://npc.blhtech.com and select the title for today’s 
call. 
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CME and CEU 

This call is being evaluated by CMS for CME and CEU 
continuing education credit. For more information about 
continuing education credit, review the CE Activity 
Information & Instructions  document available at the 
link below for specific details: 
 
http://www.cms.gov/Outreach-and-
Education/Outreach/NPC/Downloads/TC-L013182015-
Marketing-Materials.pdf 
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Thank You 

• For more information about the MLN Connects® 
National Provider Call Program, please visit 
http://cms.gov/Outreach-and-
Education/Outreach/NPC/index.html.  
 

• For more information about the Medicare Learning 
Network®, please visit http://cms.gov/Outreach-and-
Education/Medicare-Learning-Network-
MLN/MLNGenInfo/index.html.  

24 

http://cms.gov/Outreach-and-Education/Outreach/NPC/index.html
http://cms.gov/Outreach-and-Education/Outreach/NPC/index.html
http://cms.gov/Outreach-and-Education/Medicare-Learning-Network-MLN/MLNGenInfo/index.html
http://cms.gov/Outreach-and-Education/Medicare-Learning-Network-MLN/MLNGenInfo/index.html
http://cms.gov/Outreach-and-Education/Medicare-Learning-Network-MLN/MLNGenInfo/index.html

	How to Report Once for 2015 Medicare Quality Reporting Programs 
	The Medicare Learning Network®
	Disclaimer
	Agenda and Learning Objectives
	Report Once for 2015 Medicare Quality Reporting Programs: �Eligible Professionals (EPs)
	2015 Report Once: Eligible Professionals
	2015 Report Once: Eligible Professionals
	Report Once for 2015 Medicare Quality Reporting Programs:�Group Practices
	2015 Report Once: Group Practices
	2015 Report Once: Group Practices
	Report Once for 2015 Medicare Quality Reporting Programs: Medicare Shared Savings Program Accountable Care Organizations (ACOs)
	2015 Report Once: Medicare Shared Savings Program Accountable Care Organizations
	2015 Report Once: Medicare Shared Savings Program Accountable Care Organizations (ACOs)
	Report Once for 2015 Medicare Quality Reporting Programs: Pioneer Accountable �Care Organizations (ACOs)
	2015 Report Once: Pioneer Accountable Care Organizations (ACOs)
	2015 Report Once: Pioneer Accountable Care Organizations (ACOs)
	Resources
	Resources
	Who to Call for Help
	Acronyms in this Presentation
	Question & Answer Session
	Evaluate Your Experience
	CME and CEU
	Thank You

