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Presentation Objectives

• Review of the Quality Payment Program

• All-Payer Combination Option and Other Payer Advanced APMs 

• Medicare Advantage Qualifying Arrangement Incentive Demonstration 
(MAQI)
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Context of QPP and MAQI: Medicare 
Payment Prior to MACRA

• Fee-for-service (FFS) payment system, where clinicians are paid 
based on volume of services, not value. 

• The Sustainable Growth Rate (SGR)
− Established in 1997 to control the cost of Medicare payments to physicians
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The Quality Payment Program
The Quality Payment Program:
• Reforms Medicare Part B payments for more than 600,000 clinicians
• Improves care across the entire health care delivery system 

Clinicians have two tracks to choose from:
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What is an Alternative Payment Model (APM)?

Alternative Payment Models (APMs) are new approaches to paying for medical care through 
Medicare that incentivize quality and value. The CMS Innovation Center develops new payment 
and service delivery models. Additionally, Congress has defined—both through the Affordable 
Care Act and other legislation—a number of demonstrations that CMS conducts. 
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Advanced APMs Must Meet Certain Criteria

To be an Advanced APM, the following three requirements must be met. 
The APM:
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What are the Benefits of Participating in an Advanced 
APM as a Qualifying APM Participant (QP)?
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Qualifying APM Participant (QP): 
QP Status Thresholds

Requirements for Incentive Payments for Significant Participation in Advanced APMs 

(QP Status Thresholds)

(Clinicians must meet payment or patient requirements)
Performance Year 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 and later

Percentage of 
Payments through 
an Advanced APM

25% 25% 50% 50% 75% 75%

Percentage of 
Patients through 

an Advanced APM
20% 20% 35% 35% 50% 50%
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All-Payer Combination Option 
Overview

The MACRA statute created two pathways to allow eligible clinicians to become QPs.
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What is an Other Payer Advanced APM?

Other Payer Advanced APMs are non-Medicare payment arrangements that meet criteria that are similar to 
Advanced APMs under Medicare. Beginning in 2019, participation in Other Payer Advanced APMs may be 
combined with Medicare Advanced APM participation to achieve QP or Partial QP status.
Payer types that may have payment arrangements that qualify as Other Payer Advanced APMs include:
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All-Payer Combination Option
Other Payer Advanced APM Criteria 

The criteria for determining whether a payment arrangement qualifies as an Other Payer 
Advanced APM are similar, but not identical, to the comparable criteria used for Advanced 
APMs under Medicare:
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Qualifying APM Participant (QP)
All Payer and Other APM Thresholds

All-Payer Combination Option 
(Could Exceed Thresholds with Medicare Only, But Must Meet the Medicare Minimum and Then Can Add Other 

Payer Participation)

Payment Year 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 and later

QP Payment Amount 
Threshold N/A N/A 50% 25% 50% 25% 75% 25% 75% 25%

QP Patient Count 
Threshold N/A N/A 35% 20% 35% 20% 50% 20% 50% 20%

Total

M
edicare

Total

M
edicare

Total

M
edicare

Total

M
edicare
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All-Payer Combination Option
Determinations of Other Payer Advanced APMs

There are two pathways through which a payment arrangement can be determined 
to be an Other Payer Advanced APM. 

Payer Initiated Process

• Voluntary.

• Deadline is before the QP
Performance Period.

• Specific deadlines and mechanisms 
for submitting payment 
arrangements vary by payer type in 
order to align with pre-existing 
processes and meet statutory 
requirements.

Eligible Clinician Initiated Process

• Deadline is after the QP Performance 
Period, except for eligible clinicians 
participating in Medicaid payment 
arrangements.

• Overall process is similar for eligible 
clinicians across all payer types, 
except for the submission deadlines.
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All-Payer Combination Option
Timeline for Determinations of Other Payer Advanced APMs 
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MAQI Demonstration Introduction

The Medicare Advantage Qualifying Arrangement Incentive (MAQI) 
Demonstration:
• Announced in the 2019 Physician Fee Schedule rule
• Emphasizes clinician participation in Advanced APM-like payment 

arrangements with Medicare Advantage Organizations (MAOs)
• Proposed as a 5-year project; first performance year started in 2018
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MAQI in the Context of QPP
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Clinicians that are interested …
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Role for MAOs

• Let your clinicians know about this opportunity.

• Check the list of CMS payment arrangements with Medicare Health Plans that CMS 
has determined to be Other Payer Advanced APMs for Calendar Year 2019 QP 
Performance Period.  

• Medicare Advantage plans may submit payment arrangements, using the HPMS 
QPP module, to determine if they meet the criteria of Other Payer Advanced APM.

• Plans may also assist eligible clinicians in providing Qualifying Payment Arrangement 
(QPA) by working directly with your clinician groups who plan to apply to MAQI. 
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Proposed Enhancements for 2019

• TIN Level Participation
• Enhancements to the Application Process
• Improved Educational Material 
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Questions?

• For more information about the Quality Payment Program and Other 
Payer Advance APMs, visit:

https://qpp.cms.gov/about/resource-library

• For more information on the MAQI Demonstration, visit:
https://innovation.cms.gov/initiatives/maqi/
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