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1

How confident are you that there is sufficeint 
evidence to determine whether using a 
medical intervention (e.g., blood transfusion, 
iron therapy, or ESAs) to maintain or raise 
the hemoglobin or hematocrit levels of 
anemic CKD patients affects each of the 
health outcomes below?

A. Exercise (activity) tolerance 2 4 3 3 3 3 3 5 3 5 4 3 2 3.22 3.31
B. Vascular events (stroke, myocardial infarction, 
congestive heart failure) 3 5 4 4 3 1 4 3 4 3 4 4 2 3.44 3.38
C. Patient perceived quality of life 1 3 3 2 3 3 3 5 3 5 5 4 2 2.89 3.23
D. Survival 3 3 3 4 2 2 4 4 4 4 3 4 1 3.22 3.15

1     Low Confidence      -2-       3 Intermediate 
Confidence      -4-        5 High Confidence                                  
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2a.

For any health outcome listed in Question 1 for 
which the panel indicates at least intermediate 
confidence (mean score > 2.5) in the sufficiency of 
evidence, how confident are you that maintaining or 
raising hemoglobin or hematocrit levels to a target 
<12 of anemic CKD patients improves each such 
health outcome?

A. Exercise (activity) tolerance 2 3 3 4 4 4 3 5 3 5 4 3 3 3.44 3.54
B. Vascular events (stroke, myocardial infarction, 
congestive heart failure) 1 2 2 2 2 1 1 3 1 1 1 2 2 1.67 1.62

C. Patient perceived quality of life 2 3 1 4 4 3 3 5 3 5 5 4 3 3.11 3.46
D. Survival 2 3 3 3 2 1 2 4 3 4 1 2 3 2.56 2.54

2b.

For any health outcome listed in Question 1 for 
which the panel indicates at least intermediate 
confidence (mean score > 2.5) in the sufficiency of 
evidence, how confident are you that maintaining or 
raising hemoglobin or hematocrit levels to a target 
>12 of anemic CKD patients improves each such 
health outcome?
A. Exercise (activity) tolerance 1 2 1 2 1 1 2 3 3 5 4 1 1 1.78 2.08
B. Vascular events (stroke, myocardial infarction, 
congestive heart failure) 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 3 1 1 1 1 1 1.22 1.15

C. Patient perceived quality of life 1 2 3 1 1 3 1 5 1 5 5 1 1 2.00 2.31
D. Survival 3 2 2 1 1 1 1 4 1 4 1 1 1 1.78 1.77

1      Low Confidence      -2-       3 Intermediate 
Confidence      -4-        5 High Confidence                                  
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3a.

For any health outcome addressed in Question 
2 for which the panel indicates at least 
intermediate confidence (mean score > 2.5), 
how confident are you that there is sufficient 
evidence to determine whether the use of ESAs 
to maintain or raise hemoglobin or hematocrit 
levels to a target <12 of CKD patients 
improves each such health outcome?

A. Exercise (activity) tolerance 2 4 3 3 3 3 3 5 3 5 4 3 2 3.22 3.31
B. Vascular events (stroke, myocardial 
infarction, congestive heart failure) (This 
outcome did not receive a mean score ≥ 2.5 
on question 2.)
C. Patient perceived quality of life 1 3 2 3 3 3 3 5 3 5 4 3 2 2.89 3.08
D. Survival 2 3 3 4 3 2 2 4 3 4 3 2 2 2.89 2.85

1   Low Confidence        -2-         3  
Intermediate Confidence      -4-        5 High 

Confidence                                  
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3b.

For any health outcome addressed in Question 3a. for 
which the panel indicates at least intermediate 
confidence (mean score > 2.5), how confident are you 
that the use of ESAs to maintain or raise hemoglobin 
or hematocrit levels to a target >12 of CKD patients 
improves each such health outcome? 

A. Exercise (activity) tolerance 2 4 3 4 3 3 3 5 2 5 4 4 3 3.22 3.46
B. Vascular events (stroke, myocardial infarction, 
congestive heart failure) (This outcome did not 
receive a mean score ≥ 2.5 on questions 3a.)
C. Patient perceived quality of life 2 3 2 3 3 3 3 5 2 5 4 4 3 2.89 3.23
D. Survival 2 3 3 3 3 1 2 4 3 4 1 2 2 2.67 2.54

1      Low Confidence      -2-       3 Intermediate 
Confidence      -4-        5 High Confidence                                  
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4a. How confident are you that 
there is sufficient evidence 
to determine whether the use 
of ESAs to maintain or raise 
the hemoglobin or 
hematocrit levels to a target 
<12 of anemic CKD patients 
worsens any health outcome 
listed in Question 1? 

               

 1      Low Confidence      -2-       3   
Intermediate Confidence      -4-        
5 High Confidence    

               
 A. Exercise (activity) 

tolerance 
2 1 2 5 3 1 4 1 3 5 5 1 1 2.44 2.62 

 B. Vascular events (stroke, 
myocardial infarction, 
congestive heart failure) 

3 3 3 4 3 3 2 3 3 2 2 2 2 3.00 2.69 

 C. Patient perceived quality 
of life 

1 1 2 5 3 2 4 1 3 5 5 3 2 2.44 2.85 

 D. Survival 3 5 3 4 3 1 2 2 4 4 1 2 1 3.00 2.69 

               
 How confident are you that 

there is sufficient evidence 
to determine whether the use 
of ESAs to maintain or raise 
the hemoglobin or 
hematocrit levels to a target 
>12 of anemic CKD patients 
worsens any health outcome 
listed in Question 1? 

               

 A. Exercise (activity) 
tolerance 

3 4 3 3 3 1 4 1 3 3 5 4 1 2.78 2.92 

 B. Vascular events (stroke, 5 5 4 4 5 4 4 3 5 3 4 4 3 4.33 4.08 



 

myocardial infarction, 
congestive heart failure) 

 C. Patient perceived quality 
of life 

1 4 3 4 3 1 4 1 3 5 5 4 2 2.67 3.08 

 D. Survival 5 4 4 5 5 1 4 2 4 3 2 3 4 3.78 3.54 
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4b.

For any health outcome addressed in Question 4.a. 
for which the panel indicates at least intermediate 
confidence (mean score > 2.5), how confident are 
you that the use of ESAs to maintain or raise 
hemoglobin or hematocrit levels to a target <12 of 
CKD patients worsens each such health outcome?

A. Exercise (activity) tolerance (This outcome did 
not receive a mean score ≥ 2.5 on question 4a.)

B. Vascular events (stroke, myocardial infarction, 
congestive heart failure)

3 3 3 1 2 3 2 1 2 1 1 2 2 2.22 2.00

C. Patient perceived quality of life (This outcome 
did not receive a mean score ≥ 2.5 on question 
4a.)
D. Survival 2 2 2 1 3 1 2 2 2 1 1 2 1 1.89 1.69
For any health outcome addressed in Question 4.a. 
for which the panel indicates at least intermediate 
confidence (mean score > 2.5), how confident are 
you that the use of ESAs to maintain or raise 
hemoglobin or hematocrit levels to a target >12 of 
CKD patients worsens each such health outcome?
A. Exercise (activity) tolerance 1 2 2 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1.33 1.23
B. Vascular events (stroke, myocardial infarction, 
congestive heart failure) 5 5 4 4 5 4 4 1 5 3 4 4 3 4.11 3.92

C. Patient perceived quality of life 1 4 3 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 2 1.56 1.46
D. Survival 5 4 4 4 5 1 4 2 4 2 2 4 3 3.67 3.38

1      Low Confidence      -2-       3   Intermediate 
Confidence      -4-        5 High Confidence                                  
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