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Mark Your Calendar 

Vendor Education Series: QRDA 
April 16th, 2013 
12pm – 1:30 pm 

Call information will be provided via Listserv. 

 



Agenda 

1. CQM Update 
2. Introduction to USHIK 
3. FAQ Updates 
4. Question and Answer Session 



CQM Annual Update 

 
CMS strongly encourages the implementation and use of the 
updates to the electronic specifications of the CQMs 
finalized in the Stage 2 rule since those updates include new 
codes and logic corrections and clarifications.  

However, CMS will accept all versions of the CQMs for MU, 
beginning with those finalized in the December 4, 2012 CMS-
ONC Interim Final Rule and including all annual updates until 
the Stage 3 rulemaking and the establishment of a new 
edition of certification criteria for EHR technology. 
 

 



December 2012 Release 
April 1, 2013 – EH Annual Update 
June 1, 2013 – EP Annual Update 
eCQM Library 
 

CQM Annual Update 

•
•
•
•

http://www.cms.gov/Regulations-and-Guidance/Legislation/EHRIncentivePrograms/eCQM_Library.html


http://www.cms.gov/Regulations-and-
Guidance/Legislation/EHRIncentivePrograms/
eCQM_Library.html  

•

CQM Annual Update 

http://www.cms.gov/Regulations-and-Guidance/Legislation/EHRIncentivePrograms/eCQM_Library.html
http://www.cms.gov/Regulations-and-Guidance/Legislation/EHRIncentivePrograms/eCQM_Library.html
http://www.cms.gov/Regulations-and-Guidance/Legislation/EHRIncentivePrograms/eCQM_Library.html


December 2012 Release: 
2014 eCQM Specifications for EH Release December 2012 
Technical Release Notes 2014 eCQM for EHs v1.2 Dec2012   
2014 eCQM Measure Logic Guidance v1.2 Jan 2013 
Guide to Reading EP and Hospital eCQMs Dec2012 
Value Set Authority Center [National Library of Medicine] 
eSpec Navigator 2014 eCQMs Release December 2012 

April 2013 Release:
Table of 2014 EH Measure Versions 
2014 eCQM Specifications for EH Release April 2013 
Technical Release Notes 2014 eCQM for EH v1.3 Apr2013 
2014 eCQM Measure Logic Guidance v1.3 Apr2013 
Guide to Reading EP and Hosptial eCQMs April2013 
Value Set Authority Center [National Library of Medicine] 
eSpec Navigator 2014 eCQMs Release April 2013 

CQM Annual Update 

http://www.cms.gov/Regulations-and-Guidance/Legislation/EHRIncentivePrograms/Downloads/2014_eCQM_Specs_for_EH.zip
http://www.cms.gov/Regulations-and-Guidance/Legislation/EHRIncentivePrograms/Downloads/Tech_ReleaseNotes_2014eCQMforEHs.pdf
http://www.cms.gov/Regulations-and-Guidance/Legislation/EHRIncentivePrograms/Downloads/2014_eCQM_Measure_Logic_Guidance.pdf
http://www.cms.gov/Regulations-and-Guidance/Legislation/EHRIncentivePrograms/Downloads/Guide_Reading_EP_Hospital_eCQMs.pdf
https://vsac.nlm.nih.gov/
http://www.lantanagroup.com/especnavigator
http://www.cms.gov/Regulations-and-Guidance/Legislation/EHRIncentivePrograms/Downloads/Tableof2014_EH_Measure_Versions.pdf
http://www.cms.gov/Regulations-and-Guidance/Legislation/EHRIncentivePrograms/Downloads/2014_eCQM_Spec_for_EH_Release_April2013.zip
http://www.cms.gov/Regulations-and-Guidance/Legislation/EHRIncentivePrograms/Downloads/2014_eCQM_TechReleaseNotes_for_EH_April2013.pdf
http://www.cms.gov/Regulations-and-Guidance/Legislation/EHRIncentivePrograms/Downloads/2014_eCQM_Measure_Logic_Guidancev13_April2013.pdf
http://www.cms.gov/Regulations-and-Guidance/Legislation/EHRIncentivePrograms/Downloads/GuidetoReading_EPandEH_eCQMs_April2013.pdf
https://vsac.nlm.nih.gov/
http://www.lantanagroup.com/especnavigator2013


Value Set Authority Center 
The National Library of Medicine (NLM) maintains the NLM Value Set Authority Center  
also known as VSAC.   
  
USHIK 
The USHIK meaningful use portal  is produced by the Agency for Healthcare Research 
and Quality in partnership with CMS and the National Library of Medicine. 
  
JIRA Clinical Quality Measure specification Feedback System 
CMS and ONC have developed a tool for vendors to use to submit issues with eCQM 
logic, review FAQs, obtain clarification on specifications, and ask questions regarding 
eCQM certification.   

JIRA-Clinical Quality Measure Feedback System 
JIRA-Clinical Quality Measure Feedback System Instructions 

CQM Annual Update 

•
•

https://vsac.nlm.nih.gov/
http://ushik.ahrq.gov/
http://www.healthit.gov/qualityfeedback
http://www.healthit.gov/sites/default/files/Jira-CQMFS-Instructions.pdf
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Meaningful Use and the  
United States Health Information 

Knowledgebase (USHIK)  

J. MICHAEL FITZMAURICE, PH.D., FACMI (AHRQ) 
MATTHEW CHUDY (AHRQ CONTRACTOR, DATA CONSULTING GROUP) 
CHUCK PENOZA (AHRQ CONTRACTOR, DATA CONSULTING GROUP) 

April 11, 2013 



USHIK Background 

USHIK is a research tool funded by the Agency for 
Healthcare Research and Quality (AHRQ). USHIK 
provides a “one-stop shop” to access numerous 
different specifications: 

Meaningful Use Clinical Quality Measures (CQMs) and 
Value Sets 
State All-Payer Claims data dictionaries 
Common Formats Patient Safety event reporting 
Standards from ASC X12, NCPDP, HL7, and other 
development organizations 
Artifacts from harmonization initiatives 
 











http://ushik.ahrq.gov/


USHIK and Meaningful Use 

USHIK Contains a wealth of Meaningful Use files: 

Clinical Quality Measures (CQMs) from the 2011 – 2013 and 
2014+ reporting periods 
Value Sets (for the “2014+” CQMs) 
Stage 1 and Stage 2 Meaningful Use Objectives 
Downloadable versions of these files in different formats 
including Excel, CSV, SVS, and XML formats 
A single file download with all MU2 CQMs and Value Sets  













USHIK publishes Meaningful Use specifications at:  
http://ushik.ahrq.gov/MeaningfulUse 

USHIK provides a wide set of tools to assist users: 
Search Capability: search for metadata artifacts by name, 
identifier, keyword, etc. 
Web Views: View Meaningful Use artifacts on-screen 
Downloads: Export single or multiple artifacts to 
downloadable files (e.g.: PDF, Excel, CSV, SVS, etc.) 
Information Models: Graphical models to help users 
understand the structure of and interrelationships among 
standards and use cases 

USHIK and Meaningful Use 









http://ushik.ahrq.gov/MeaningfulUse


Versions of Meaningful Use 
Artifacts in USHIK 

USHIK provides the ability to maintain and compare 
versions of CQMs and Value Sets 

 



Side-by-side comparison of CQMs helps users 
quickly find differences between versions. 

Note the change from “admission datetime” to “discharge 
datetime” below: 

Versions of Meaningful Use 
Artifacts in USHIK 



Side-by-side comparison of Value Sets helps users 
quickly find differences between versions. 

Note the addition and removal of codes from the two versions of 
Anticoagulant Therapy.  The grey background of the codes below 
indicates that a code is not in the other version. 

 

Versions of Meaningful Use 
Artifacts in USHIK 



Download Meaningful Use Artifacts 
from USHIK  

Export CQM and/or Value Set details for selected 
items or for all of CQMs in USHIK 
Downloadable files come in several flavors: 

IHE Sharing Value Sets XML (the format used by the NLM 
Value Set Authority Center (VSAC)) 
Excel (*.xlsx) spreadsheet  
Comma-Separated (CSV) format 
Custom schema XML format 
PDF 
Health Quality Measure Format (HQMF) XML 













 



USHIK in the Future 

USHIK will contain specifications for Meaningful Use 
Stage 3 when they become available 

USHIK will contain draft measures which will be 
presented to solicit public feedback before they are 
posted to other programs (including Meaningful Use) 



Using USHIK 

The “big file” 
downloads are 
available from the 
Downloads link in the 
left menu.  

These files contain the 
latest versions of 
CQMs and Value 
Sets. 

http://ushik.ahrq.gov/downloads/MeaningfulUse?system=mu


USHIK Feedback 

Questions about USHIK? Use 
the “Help Request Form” in 
the left menu on every page.  

The USHIK project team 
welcomes all questions, 
issues, and other user 
feedback.  



3. FAQ Updates 
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4. Question and Answer Session 

Agenda 

1. CQM Update 
2. Introduction to USHIK 
3. FAQ Updates 



Questions 

For more information please visit: 

www.CMS.gov/eHealth 

http://www.cms.gov/eHealth
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