GENTEX

CORPORATION

Fire Protection Preducts Group
10985 Chicagoe Drive
Zecland, Ml 49464

Ph: 1-800-436-8391

FAX: 1-800-4364-8392

May 6, 2005

Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services
Department of Health and Human Services
Attn: CMS-3145-IFC

PO Box 8018

Baltimore, MD 21244-8018

Reference File Code: CMS-3145-IFC
Re: Exceptions

Dear Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services:

Itis stated by the Centers of Medicare and Medicaid Services that having both a sprinkler system
throughout and battery operated smoke detectors in resident rooms and public areas will duplicate fire
safety efforts. This is the wrong answer!! Sprinklers are designed to extinguish the fire while smoke
detectors are designed to detect the fire at the early stages (when smoke is present) and provide
advanced notification, to both occupants and staff, of the potential fire.

In recent research conducted by The National Institute of Standards and Technology (NIST), smoke
alams responded on average 44-60 minutes sooner than sprinklers in fires that were the same type of
fires that took place in Connecticut and Tennessee nursing home fires. Enclosed is the summary sheet
of these NIST tests for your review.

We strongly suggest that smoke detectors and sprinklers be installed and for the Center for Medicare and
Medicaid Services to not look at smoke detectors as a redundant feature to sprinklers. In both the
Connecticut and Tennessee nursing home fires referenced in the Federal Register, the fires were started
by smoking materials left unattended. Without smoke detectors, the result(s) will be the same if you
install only sprinklers!

Please, for the safety of the occupants of the nursing homes, install both smoke detectors and sprinklers.

If we can be of any further assistance, please let us know.

Best regards, \
S - —

Vice President
Gentex Corporation

Enclosures

SRE:/ks

Corporate Headguarters
600 N Centenmial 4 Zeeland, Ml 49464 @ PH: 614-772-1800 @ FAX 4146-772-7545
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Test 1, Smoldering Chair, Living Area

Test 2, Flaming Chair, Living Area

Test 3, Smoldering Mattress, Bedroom (Test aborted due to ignition failure)
Test 4, Smoldering Mattress, Bedroom

Test 5, Flaming Mattress, Bedroom

Test 6, Smoldering Mattress, Bedroom

Test 7, Flaming Mattress, Bedroom

Test 8, Smoldering Mattress, Bedroom

Test 9, Flaming Mattress, Bedroom. (Burn Room Door Closed)
Test 10, Flaming Chair, Living Area

Test 11, Smoldering Chair, Living Area

Test 12, Cooking Qil Fire, Kitchen

Test 13, Cooking OQil Fire, Kitchen

Test 14, Flaming Mattress, Bedroom, (Burn Room Door Closed)
Test 15, Flaming Chair, Living Area

Test 30, Smoldering Chair, Living Area (Test aborted due to ignition failure)
Test 31, Smoldering Chair, Living Area

Test 32, Flaming Chair, Living Area (Test aborted due to ignition failure)
Test 33, Flaming Chair, Living Area

Test 34, Smoldering Chair, Living Area

Test 35, Flaming Chair, Living Area

Test 36, Flaming Mattress, Bedroom (Burn Room Door Closed)

Test 37, Smoldering Mattress, Bedroom

Test 38, Flaming Mattress, Bedroom

Test 39, Flaming Mattress, Bedroom

Test 40, Smoldering Mattress, Bedroom

Test 41, Cooking Oil Fire, Kitchen
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