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- 13 November 2007

Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services
Department of Health and Human Services
Attention: CMS-1385-FC-

Mail Stop C4 26-05

re, ":!D 21244-1850
"RE: MOHS SURGERY FEE REDUCTIONS
. To Whom It May Concern:

I am writing to express my alarm at the changes in the way that Mohs micrographic surgery will be -
reimbursed beginning January 1, 2008. As you know, following excision of a skin cancer via the
Mohs technique, reimbursement for necessary reconstructive surgery will be cut by 50% All
subsequent skin cancers will be reimbursed at 50% of the usual fee as well. :

This will have a seriously negative impact on pat;ent care.  Many of our patlent's are elderly, have
multiple skin cancers and travel quite a distance to have their cancers removed. The new rules will
force Mohs surgeons to treat only one cancer per patient per day. Furthermore, I believe that most
Mohs surgeons will either perform the reconstruction the following day .or refer patients out to
another surgeon for reconstruction. This is clearly not in the patients’ best interest. Patients that are
sent out of the office with open wounds will be more likely to suffer side effects such as bleeding
and 1nfect10ns

ki Ihope that you will consider the nature of Mobhs surgery and the types of patients we treat with skin '

-¢éancer and, in so doing, realize that the new relmbursement procedures will be extremely detrimental -
" to patient care. It is my hope that this very unwise rulmg can be reversed prlor to January 1, 2008. .
Please contact me if you have any questrons

- Sincerely,

WW%&Z{

~ William M. Ramsdell, M.D.

WMR/f

512/327-7779 + 800/622-2945 « FAX 512/444-0977
' « 102 WESTLAKE DRIVE, SUITE 100
AUSTIN, TEXAS 78746
www.centexderm.com
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November 17, 2007

Center for Medicare & Medicaid Services
Dept. Of Health & Human Services
Attention: CMS-1385-FC

P.O. Box 8020

Baltimore, MD 21244-8020

To Whom It May Concern:\

Pending changes in Medicare reimbursement will seriously affect the treatment of skin cancer
patients. Beginning January 1, 2008 reimbursement for wound closure following Mohs surgery
for skin cancer will be cut by 50%. Any subsequent cancers treated on the same day will also
have the fees cut by 50%. If the patient returns to the office the day after excision of a skin
cancer, then the closure of the wound will be paid by 100% of the usual fee.

What this means is that dermatologists will be forced to treat only one cancer per day and then
close the wound at a separate appointment on a different day. This is obviously extremely
inconvenient for both physicians and patients and does not represent good medical care. It causes
the patient to endure additional suffering with an open wound, as well as the danger of infection.
In our case, it also means traveling an additional 150 miles for a return trip to Austin, as well as
more prescriptions for the care of the patient.

These changes will more than double the cost to Medicare. Please reconsider these changes and
leave the procedures the same as they are now. 1 am anxious to hear what measures you are
taking to correct this issue.

Sincerely,

Ted Winder
1 Beaver Island
Granite Shoals, Texas 78654

CC: William Ramsdell, M.D.
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November 16, 2007

Center for Medicare & Medicaid Services
Dept. of Health & Human Services
Attention: CMS-1385-FC

P. O. Box 8020

Baltimore, MD 21244-8020

Gentlemen:

I understand there are pending changes in Medicare reimbursement that will seriously
affect the treatment of skin cancer patients. 1 have been told that beginning January 1,
2008, reimbursement for wound closure following Mohs surgery for skin cancer will be
cut by 50%. Any subsequent cancers treated on the same day will also have the fees cut
by 50%. If the patient returns to the office the day after excision of a skin cancer, then
the closure of the wound will be paid at 100% of the usual fee.

It appears that what this means is that dermatologists will be forced to treat only one
cancer per day and then close the wound at a separate appointment on a different day.
This is obviously extremely inconvenient for both physicians and patients and does not
represent good medical care.

This, of course, is ridiculous! Please do whatever is necessary to make certain that this
change in Medicare reimbursement does not occur. 'Wound closure following Mohs -
surgery for skin cancer should be paid 100% whether on the same or another day. In
addition, all cancers treated, whether on the same day or not, should be covered. To
require me to return another day is a huge waste of time on my part as well as the
physician and his staff.

Very truly yours,
I 2l o lihmas
William R. Wines

P. O. Box 4304
Horseshoe Bay, TX 78657-4304
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Tom & Donna Sweatman
2833 University club Drive
Austin, TX 78732-2020
512-266-2141
tom@sweatman.com

Center for Medicare & Medicaid Services
Dept. of Health & Human Services

Attn: CMS-1385-FC

P. O. Box 8020

Baltimore, MD 21244-8020

Medicare changes that will become effective 1-1-08 will require skin cancer surgery and
closing of the wound to be performed on separate days at separate appointments in order
to receive full coverage. This will only increase patient inconvenience and health care
costs.

Please help to stop this change.

Sincerely,

%M

Tom Sweatman

NS e b

Donna Sweatman
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William Ross NOV 2 3 2007
2500 Barton Creek Blvd., Apt. 3216
Austin, TX 78735

Center for Medicare & Medicaid Services
Dept. of Health & Human Services
Attention: CMS-1385-FC

P.O. Box 8020

Baltimore, MD 21244-8020

November 21, 2007
Dear Sirs;

We have been advised by our dermatologist of a pending change in Medicare reimbursement that will .
seriously affect the way that our skin cancers are treated. It is proposed that, beginning January 1, 2008,
reimbursement for wound closure following Mohs surgery for skin cancer will be cut by 50%. Any
subsequent cancers treated on the same day will also have the fees cut by 50%. If we return to the office on
the day after excision of a skin cancer, then the closure of the wound will be paid at 100% of the usual fee.

We are living on a retirement income and what this means to us is that our dermatologist will be forced to
treat only one cancer per day and then close the wound at a separate appointment on a different day. This is
not only inconvenient for both the doctor and us but it does not represent good medical care. We do not wish
to be going around with an open wound.

We strongly request that you do not implement the pending change.

Sincerely,

William Ross Kary}#. Ross

CC: Senator John Cornyn
Capital Office
United States Senate
Washington, DC 20510-0001

CC: Senator Kay Bailey Hutchison
Capital Office
United States Senate
Washington, DC 20510-0001

CC: Representative Lamar Smith
Capital Office
United States House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20510-0001




