CMS-1385-P-4550

Submitter : Dr. Michael Andritsos Date: 07/30/2007
Organization :  Ohio State University
Category : Physician
Issue Areas/Comments
GENERAL
GENERAL

Leslie V. Norwalk, Esq.

Acting Administrator

Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services
Attention: CMS-1385-P

P.O. Box 8018

Baltimorc. MD 21244-8018

Re: CMS-1385-p
Ancsthesia Coding (Part of 5-Ycar Review)

Dcar Ms. Norwalk:

[ am writing to express my strongcst support for the proposal to increase anesthesia payments under the 2008 Physician Fec Schedule. 1.am grateful that CMS has
rccognized the gross undervaluation of anesthesia services, and that the Agency is taking steps to address this complicated issue.

When the RBRVS was instituted, it created a huge payment disparity for anesthesia care, mostly due to significant undervaluation of anesthesia work compared to
other physician services. Today, more than a decade since the RBRVS took effect, Medicare payment for anesthesia services stands at just $16.19 per unit. This
amount does not cover the cost of caring for our nation s seniors, and is creating an unsustainable system in which anesthesiologists are being forced away from
arcas with disproportionately high Mcdicare populations.

In an cffort to rectify this untcnable situation, the RUC recommended that CMS increasc the anesthesia conversion factor to offsct a calculated 32 percent work
undervaluation a move that would result in an increase of nearly $4.00 per anesthesia unit and serve as a major step forward in correcting the long-standing
undervaluation of ancsthesia services. 1 am pleased that the Agency accepted this recommendation in its proposed rulc, and I support full implementation of the
RUC s recommendation.

To ensurc that our patients have access to expert anesthesiology medical care, it is impcrative that CMS follow through with the proposal in the Fedcral Register
by fully and immediatcly implementing the anesthesia conversion factor incrcase as rccommended by the RUC.

Thank you for your consideration of this serious matter.
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CMS-1385-P-4551

Submitter : Dr. David Muth Date: 07/30/2007
Organization : SAPA
Category : Physician
Issue Areas/Comments
GENERAL
GENERAL

Leslic V. Norwalk, Esq.

Acting Administrator

Centers for Mcdicarc and Mcdicaid Services
Attention: CMS-1385-P

P.0O. Box 8018

Baltimorc, MD 21244-8018

Rc: CMS-1385-P
Anesthesia Coding (Part of 5-Year Review)

Decar Ms. Norwalk:

I am writing to express my strongest support for the proposal to increase anesthesia payments under the 2008 Physician Fee Schedule. 1 am gratcful that CMS has
recognized the gross undervaluation of anesthesia services, and that the Agency is taking steps to address this complicated issue.

When the RBRVS was instituted, it created a huge payment disparity for anesthesia care, mostly due to significant undervaluation of anesthesia work compared to
other physician scrvices. Today, more than a decade since the RBRVS took effect, Medicarc payment for anesthesia services stands at just $16.19 per unit. This
amount does not cover the cost of caring for our nation s seniors, and is creating an unsustainable system in which anesthesiologists are being forced away from
arcas with disproportionately high Medicarc populations.

In an cffort to rectify this untenablc situation, the RUC recommended that CMS increase the ancsthesia conversion factor to offset a calculated 32 percent work
undervaluation a move that would result in an increase of neady $4.00 per anesthesia unit and serve as a major step forward in correcting the long-standing
undcrvaluation of ancsthesia services. I am pleased that the Agency accepted this recommendation in its proposed rule, and I support full implemcntation of the
RUC s recommendation.

To cnsure that our patients have access to expert anesthesiology medical care, it is imperative that CMS follow through with the proposal in the Federal Register
by fully and immediately implementing the anesthesia conversion factor increase as recommended by the RUC.

Thank you for your considcration of this serious matter.
David H. Muth, M.D.
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CMS-1385-P-4552

Submitter : Dr. Tim Moran Date: 07/30/2007
Organization:  Cleveland Clinic Foundation
Category : Physician
Issue Areas/Comments
GENERAL
GENERAL

Leslie V. Norwalk, Esq.

Acting Administrator

Centers for Medicarc and Medicaid Services
Attention: CMS-1385-P

P.O. Box 8018

Baltimorc, MD 21244-8018

Rc: CMS-1385-P
Anesthesia Coding (Part of 5-Ycar Review)

Dcar Ms. Norwalk:

¥ am writing to express my strongest support for the proposal to increase anesthesia payments under the 2008 Physician Fee Schedule. I am grateful that CMS has
recognized the gross undervaluation of ancsthesia services, and that the Agency is taking steps to address this complicated issue.

When the RBRVS was instituted, it created a huge payment disparity for anesthesia care, mostly due to significant undervaluation of anesthesia work compared to
other physician scrvices. Today, morc than a decade since the RBRVS took cffect, Medicare payment for anesthesia scrvices stands at just $16.19 per unit. This
amount does not cover the cost of caring for our nation s seniors, and is creating an unsustainable system in which anesthesiologists are being forced away from
arcas with disproportionatcly high Medicarc populations.

In an cffort to rectify this untenable situation, the RUC recommended that CMS increase the anesthesia conversion factor to offset a calculated 32 percent work
undervaluation a move that would result in an increase of nearly $4.00 per anesthesia unit and serve as a major step forward in correcting the long-standing
undervaluation of ancsthesia services. 1 am pleased that the Agency accepted this recommendation in its proposed rule, and I support full implementation of the
RUC s recommendation.

To ensurc that our patients have access to expert anesthesiology medical care, it is imperative that CMS follow through with the proposal in the Federal Register
by fully and immediatcly implementing the anesthesia conversion factor inerease as rceommended by the RUC.

Thank you for your consideration of this scrious matter.

Tim Moran, M.D.
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CMS-1385-P-4553

Submitter : Dr. Kevin Jones Date: 07/30/2007
Organization:  Dr. Kevin Jones
Category : Physician
Issue Areas/Comments
GENERAL
GENERAL

Leslic V. Norwalk, Esq.

Acting Administrator

Centcrs for Medicarc and Mcdicaid Services
Attention: CMS-1385-P

P.O. Box 8018

Baltimore, MD 21244-8018

Rc: CMS-1385-P
Ancsthesia Coding (Part of 5-Ycar Review)

Dcar Ms. Norwalk:

[ am writing to express my strongest support for the proposal to increasc anesthesia payments under the 2008 Physician Fee Schedule. I am grateful that CMS has
recognized the gross undervaluation of anesthcsia services, and that the Agency is taking steps to address this complicated issue.

When the RBRVS was instituted, it created a huge payment disparity for anesthesia care, mostly due to significant undervaluation of anesthesia work compared to
other physician scrvices. Today, more than a decade since the RBRVS took effect, Medicare payment for anesthesia services stands at just $16.19 per unit. This
amount does not cover the cost of caring for our nation s seniors, and is creating an unsustainable system in which anesthesiologists are being forced away from
arcas with disproportionately high Mcdicare populations.

In an effort to rectify this untenable situation, the RUC recommended that CMS increase the anesthesia conversion factor to offset a calculated 32 percent work
undervaluation a move that would result in an increase of nearty $4.00 per anesthesia unit and serve as a major step forward in correcting the long-standing
undervaluation of anesthesia services. I am pleased that thc Agency accepted this recommendation in its proposed rule, and I support full implementation of the
RUC s recommendation.

To ensurc that our patients have access to expert ancsthesiology medical care, it is imperative that CMS follow through with the proposal in the Fedcral Register
by fully and immediately implementing the anesthesia conversion factor inerease as recommended by the RUC.

Thank you for your consideration of this serious matter.

Kevin L. Jones, M.D.
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CMS-1385-P-4554

Submitter : Dr. Muhammad Malik Date: 07/30/2007
Organization : HeartCare Midwest
Category : Physician
Issue Areas/Comments
GENERAL
GENERAL

Regarding: CODING ADDITIONAL CODES FROM 5-YEAR REVIEW - echocardiography

I would like to express my deep concerns about the proposal to bundle color flow doppler in the ccho billing codes. There is significant cchosonographer time
involved in acquiring these images and significant physician time spent in intepreting. To cssentially eliminate payment for this service by bundling it would be
unfair when taking this into acccount.

T would request that you seriously reconsider this proposal especially in light of the significant reduction in medicarc payments to physicians that have occurred
over the last two ycars, It is becoming incrcasingly difficult to provide services and is contributing to a significant attrition in my particular ficld at a time when
the demands for cardiac service arc rapidly increasing with the "baby boomer" gencration getting into the "cardiac™ years.

thank you for your considcration

M.F. Malik, MD FACC
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CMS-1385-P-4555

Submitter : Dr. Dean Wade Date: 07/30/2007
Organization:  Dr. Dean Wade
Category : Physician
Issue Areas/Comments
GENERAL
GENERAL

Leslic V. Norwalk, Esq.

Acting Administrator

Ccnters for Mcdicarc and Mcdicaid Services
Attention: CMS-1385-P

P.O. Box 8018

Baltimorc, MD 21244-8018

Rc: CMS-1385-P
Anesthcsia Coding (Part of 5-Year Review)
Dear Ms. Norwalk:

[ am writing to express my strongest support for the proposal to increase anesthesia payments under the 2008 Physician Fee Schedule. [ am grateful that CMS has
rccognized the gross undervaluation of anesthesia services, and that the Agency is taking steps to address this complicated issue.

When the RBRVS was instituted, it created a huge payment disparity for anesthesia care, mostly due to significant undervaluation of anesthcsia work compared to
other physician services. Today, more than a decade since the RBRVS took effect, Medicare payment for anesthesia services stands at just $16.19 per unit. This
amount does not cover the cost of caring for our nation s seniors, and is creating an unsustainable system in which anesthesiologists are being forced away from
arcas with disproportionatcly high Medicare populations.

In an cffort to rectify this untenable situation, the RUC recommended that CMS increase the anesthesia conversion factor to offset a calculated 32 percent work
undervaluation a move that would result in an increase of nearly $4.00 per anesthesia unit and serve as a major step forward in correcting the long-standing
undcrvaluation of anesthesia services. [ am pleased that the Agency accepted this recommendation in its proposed rule, and I support full implementation of the
RUC s recommendation.

To ensurc that our patients have access to expert anesthesiology medieal care, it is imperative that CMS follow through with the proposal in the Federal Registcr
by fully and immcdiately implementing the anesthesia conversion factor increase as recommended by the RUC.

Thank you for your consideration of this serious matter.

Dcan Wade, MD
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Submitter : Dr. james becker

Organization :  Dr. james becker

Category : Physician
Issue Areas/Comments
GENERAL
GENERAL

Leslic V. Norwalk, Esq.
Acting Administrator
CMS

RE: CMS-1385-P
Ancsthesia Coding (Part of 5 ycar review)

Dcar Ms, Norwalk:

I am writing to express my strongest support for the proposal to increase anesthesia payments under the 2008 Physician Fec Schedule. 1 am gratcful that CMS has

CMS-1385-P-4556

Date: 07/30/2007

recognizcd the gross undervaluation of ancsthesia services, and that the Agency is taking steps to address this complicated issuc.

When RBRVS was instituted, it created a huge payment disparity for anesthesia care, mostly due to significant undervaluation of anesthcsia work compared to
other physician services. Today, more than a decade since the RBRVS took effect, Medicare payment for anesthesia services is $16.19/unit. The Medicare
conversion factor for anesthesia in 1990 was $19.30/unit. This amount does not cover the cost of caring for our nation's seniors, and is creating an unsustainable
system for ancsthesiologists with disproportionately high Medicare populations. Iowa being a prime example.

[ support full implementation of the RUC's recommendation to increase anesthesia work of nearly $4.00/unit and feel it is imperative that CMS follow through

with the proposal in the Federal Register.
Thank you for your consideration.
Best Regards,

James Becker, MD
Waukece, IA
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CMS-1385-P-4557

Submitter : Dr. Mark Kenter Date: 07/30/2007
Organization : American Society of Anesthesiology

Category : Physician

Issue Areas/Comments

GENERAL
GENERAL

1 apprcciatc your attention to the matter of rcviewihg the compensation for anesthesia scrvices for Mcdicare patients. Anesthesiologists have continucd to care for
our paticnts despite the severe undervaluation of our services over the last many years. This proposal helps address that problem whilc it additionally encourages
ncw physicians to enter our specialty to continue our care of the Medicare population. Please enact the proposed CMS 1385,
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Submitter : ‘Dr. Jeffrey King
Organization : Anesthesia Medical Group, PC
Category : Physician
Issue Areas/Comments
GENERAL :
GENERAL

Leslie V. Norwalk, Esq.

Acting Administrator

Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services
Attention: CMS-1385-P

P.O. Box 8018

Baltimore, MD 21244-8018

Re: CMS-1385-pP
Anesthesia Coding (Part of 5-Year Review)

Dear Ms. Norwalk:

More than a decade ago when the RBRVS was instituted, it created a huge payment disparity for anesthesia care - mostly due to significant undervaluation of
ancsthesia work compared to other physician services. Today, Mcdicare payment for anesthesia services at just $16.19 per unit does not even cover the cost of
caring for our nation s senjors. As a result, today s anesthesiologists are being forced away from areas with disproportionately high Medicare populations.

CMS-1385-P-4558

Date: 07/30/2007

In an cffort to rectify this situation, the RUC recommended that CMS increase the anesthesia conversion factor to offset a calculated 32 percent work

undervaluation. This would result in an increase of nearly $4.00 per anesthesia unit. Undoubtedly, this would be a major step toward correcting the long-

standing undcrvaluation of ancsthcsia scrvices.

I am grateful that CMS has recognized this gross undervaluation of anesthesia services, and that steps are being taken toward addressing this important issue. |
belicve that it is imperative that CMS follow through with the proposal in the Federal Register by fully and immcdiately implementing the ancsthesia conversion

factor incrcasc as recommendced by the RUC. This will help ensure our patients of access to expert anesthesiology medical care.

Thank you for your consideration.
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Submitter : Dr. Keith Chamberlin
Organization : ACM, Inc.
Category : Physician
Issue Areas/Comments
GENERAL
GENERAL

sec attachment please

CMS-1385-P-4559-Attach-1.DOC

CMS-1385-P-4559

Page 678 of 908

Date: 07/30/2007

August

01 2007 11:33 AM



#ys559

ANESTHESIOLOGY

CONSULTANTS
OF
MARIN

A Medical Group, Inc.
July 30, 2007

Leslie V. Norwalk, Esq.

Acting Administrator

Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services
Attention: CMS-1385-P

P.O. Box 8018

Baltimore, MD 21244-8018

Re: CMS-1385-P
Anesthesia Coding (Part of 5-Year Review)

Dear Ms. Norwalk:

I am writing to express my strongest support for the proposal to increase anesthesia
payments under the 2008 Physician Fee Schedule. I am grateful that CMS has
recognized the gross undervaluation of anesthesia services, and that the Agency is taking
steps to address this complicated issue.

When the RBRVS was instituted, it created a huge payment disparity for anesthesia care,
mostly due to significant undervaluation of anesthesia work compared to other physician
services. Today, more than a decade since the RBRVS took effect, Medicare payment
for anesthesia services stands at just $16.19 per unit. This amount does not cover the cost
of caring for our nation’s seniors, and is creating an unsustainable system in which
anesthesiologists are being forced away from areas with disproportionately high
Medicare populations.

In an effort to rectify this untenable situation, the RUC recommended that CMS increase
the anesthesia conversion factor to offset a calculated 32 percent work undervaluation—a
move that would result in an increase of nearly $4.00 per anesthesia unit and serve as a
major step forward in correcting the long-standing undervaluation of anesthesia services.
I am pleased that the Agency accepted this recommendation in its proposed rule, and I
support full implementation of the RUC’s recommendation.

As recently as last month our group was contacted by a regional hospital to assist in the
care of a large population of seniors and the disabled in Sonoma County, California. Our
initial reaction was disappointment that we could not afford to do this due to the current

Keith J. Chamberlin, M.D. William K. Mayeda, M.D.
Diana M. Rebman, M.D. Peter W. Allen, M.D.

Nalini Desai, M.D.
Arthur Quasha, M.D.. Scott Robinson, M.D
Christoph Dinello, MD. Anthony Chiu, M.D.
Scott Tweten,M.D. Stephen Licata, M.D., Ph.D.
Paul Ulrich, M.D. Michael Chammout, M.D.

Mark Anderegg, M.D.
Diplomates, American Board of Anesthesiology

540 San Pedro Cove, San Rafael, CA 94901 (415) 927-4070



Medicare reimbursement plan. However, given the RUC’s recommendation, and
possible CMS approval, we have begun negotiations with the institution to help provide
care and coverage for this Medicare recipients.

To ensure that our patients have access to expert anesthesiology medical care, it is
imperative that CMS follow through with the proposal in the Federal Register by fully
and immediately implementing the anesthesia conversion factor increase as
recommended by the RUC.

Thank you for your consideration of this serious matter.

Keith J. Chamberlin, MD
CEO
ACM, Inc.

Keith J. Chambertin, M.D. William K. Mayeda, M.D.
Diana M. Rebman, M.D. Peter W. Allen, M.D.

Nalini Desai, M.D.
Arthur Quasha, M.D.. Scott Robinson, M.D
Christoph Dinello, MD. Anthony Chiu, M.D.
Scott Tweten M.D. Stephen Licata, M.D., Ph.D.
Paul Ulrich, M.D. Michael Chammout, M.D.

Mark Anderegg, M.D.
Diplomates, American Board of Anesthesiology

540 San Pedro Cove, San Rafael, CA 94901 (415) 927-4070



CMS-1385-P-4560

Submitter : Dr. frank arena Date: 07/30/2007
Organization :  peninsula regional medical center
Category : Physician

Issue Areas/Comments

Coding—- Additional Codes From
5-Year Review

Coding-- Additional Codes From 5-Year Review

Dcar Sirs or Madam, color doppler is not a routinc part of all echo cxams, substantial technician time and physician rcading time is needed for this additional
interpretation. In addition digital storage of this extra information is also another expensc. It would be unfair to bundle thesc exams. Thanks You
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CMS-1385-P-4561

Submitter : Dr. Scott Huffaker Date: 07/30/2007
Organization:  Ingham Regional Medical Center

Category : Physician

Issue Areas/Comments

Coding--Reduction In TC For
Imaging Services

Coding--Reduction In TC For Imaging Services

Re: CMS 1385 P; Proposed Physician Fee Schedule and other Part B Payment Policies for CY 2008. CODING --ADDITIONAL CODES FROM 5-YEAR
REVIEW.

Dcar Mr. Kuhn:

As a cardiologist who provides echocardiography services to Medicare patients and others in Lansing, Michigan, I am writing to object to CMS's proposal to
eliminatc Mcdicare payment for color flow Doppler (CPT Code 93325) by bundling it into all echocardiography base scrvices. This proposal would climinate
Mecdicarc payment for color flow Doppler effective on January 1, 2008, on the grounds that color flow Doppler has become 'intrinsic to the performance’ of all
cchocardiography procedures.

CMS's proposal to ‘bundle’ (and thereby eliminate payment for) color flow Dopplcr completely ignores the practice expenses and physician work involved in
performance and interpretation of these studies. While color flow Doppler can be performed concurrently or in concert with the imaging component of
cchocardiographic studies, the performance of color flow Doppler increascs the sonographer time and equipment time that are required for a study. In fact, the
physician and sonographer time and resources involved have, if anything, increased, as color flow Doppler's role in the evaluation of valve discasc and other
conditions has become more complex. Performance and interpretation of doppler imaging is probably the most complex and difficult task associated with
intcrpretation of all cchocardiography studies. The sonographer and equipment time and the associated overhead required for the performance of color flow Doppler
arc not included in the relative value units for any other echocardiography base procedure. Thus, with the stroke of a pen, the CMS proposal simply eliminatcs
Mcdicarc payment for a scrvicc that (as CMS itsclf acknowlcdgcs) is important for accurate diagnosis and that is not reimbursed undcr any other CPT code.

Morcovcer, CMS is incorrect in assuming that color flow Doppler is ‘intrinsic' to the provision of al] echocardiography proccdures. Data provided by thc Amcrican
College of Cardiology and thc American Society of Echocardiography, data gathcred by an independent consultant and submitted to CMS, confirm that color flow
Doppler is routinely performed in conjunction with CPT code 93307. However, these data also indicatc that an cstimated 400,000 color flow Dopplcr claims cach
ycar are provided in conjunction with 10 echocardiography imaging codes other than CPT Codc 93307, including fetal ccho, transcsophageal echo, congenital echo
and stress echo. For many of these echocardiography 'base’ codes, the proportion of claims that include Doppler color flow approximates or is less than 50%.
More recent data submitted by the ASE in response to the Proposed Rule confirms that this practice pattern has not changed over the past several ycars. Thesc data
hold true with our current practice at Ingham Regional Mcdical Center as well.

For these rcasons, 1 urge you to refrain from finalizing the proposed 'bundling’ of color flow Doppler into other echocardiography procedurcs, and to work closely
with thc American Society of Echocardiography to address this issuc in a manner that takcs into account the very rcal resources involved in the provision of this

important scrvicc.

Sinccrcly yours,

Scott Huffaker, DO
Ingham Regional Mcdical Center
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CMS-1385-P-4562

Submitter : Dr. Geoffrey Rodey Date: 07/30/2007
Organization :  Overlake Anesthesiologists, PS

Category : Physician

Issue Areas/Comments

Coding— Additional Codes From
5-Year Review

Coding-- Additional Codes From 5-Year Review

Pleasc refer to my attached email.

Geoffrcy Rodey, MD

CMS-1385-P-4562-Attach-1.RTF
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OVERLAKE ANESTHESIOLOGISTS, PS

Geoffrey Rodey, MD
1135 116th Ave NE
Suite 310

Bellevue, WA 98004

Leslie V. Norwalk, Esq.

Acting Administrator

Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services
Attention: CMS-1385-P

P.O. Box 8018

Baltimore, MD 21244-8018

Re: CMS-1385-P
Anesthesia Coding (Part of 5-Year Review)

Dear Ms. Norwalk:

I am writing to express my strongest support for the proposal to increase anesthesia
payments under the 2008 Physician Fee Schedule. I am grateful that CMS has
recognized the gross undervaluation of anesthesia services, and that the Agency is taking
steps to address this complicated issue.

When the RBRVS was instituted, it created a huge payment disparity for anesthesia care,
mostly due to significant undervaluation of anesthesia work compared to other physician
services. Today, more than a decade since the RBRVS took effect, Medicare payment
for anesthesia services stands at just $16.19 per unit. This amount does not cover the cost
of caring for our nation’s seniors, and is creating an unsustainable system in which
anesthesiologists are being forced away from areas with disproportionately high
Medicare populations.

In an effort to rectify this untenable situation, the RUC recommended that CMS increase
the anesthesia conversion factor to offset a calculated 32 percent work undervaluation—a
move that would result in an increase of nearly $4.00 per anesthesia unit and serve as a
major step forward in correcting the long-standing undervaluation of anesthesia services.
I am pleased that the Agency accepted this recommendation in its proposed rule, and I
support full implementation of the RUC’s recommendation.

To ensure that our patients have access to expert anesthesiology medical care, it is
imperative that CMS follow through with the proposal in the Federal Register by fully
and immediately implementing the anesthesia conversion factor increase as
recommended by the RUC.

Thank you for your consideration of this serious matter.

H 5=




Geoffrey T. Rodey, MD




Submitter : Dr. Richard O'Leary
Organization :  Dr. Richard O'Leary
Category : Physician
Issue Areas/Comments

GENERAL

GENERAL

sce attachment

CMS-1385-P-4563
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CMS-1385-P-4564

Submitter : Dr. Richard O'Leary, Jr. Date: 07/30/2007
Organization :  Dr. Richard O'Leary, Jr.
Category : Physician
Issue Areas/Comments
GENERAL
GENERAL

sce attachment

CMS-1385-P-4564-Attach- 1.DOC
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Leslie V. Norwalk, Esq.

Acting Administrator

Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services
Attention: CMS-1385-P

P.O. Box 8018

Baltimore, MD 21244-8018

Re: CMS-1385-P
Anesthesia Coding (Part of S-Year Review)

Dear Ms. Norwalk:

I am writing to express my strongest support for the proposal to increase anesthesia
payments under the 2008 Physician Fee Schedule. I am grateful that CMS has
recognized the gross undervaluation of anesthesia services, and that the Agency is taking
steps to address this complicated issue.

When the RBRVS was instituted, it created a huge payment disparity for anesthesia care,
mostly due to significant undervaluation of anesthesia work compared to other physician
services. Today, more than a decade since the RBRVS took effect, Medicare payment
for anesthesia services stands at just $16.19 per unit. This amount does not cover the cost
of caring for our nation’s seniors, and is creating an unsustainable system in which
anesthesiologists are being forced away from areas with disproportionately high
Medicare populations.

In an effort to rectify this untenable situation, the RUC recommended that CMS increase
the anesthesia conversion factor to offset a calculated 32 percent work undervaluation—a
move that would result in an increase of nearly $4.00 per anesthesia unit and serve as a
major step forward in correcting the long-standing undervaluation of anesthesia services.
I am pleased that the Agency accepted this recommendation in its proposed rule, and |
support full implementation of the RUC’s recommendation.

To ensure that our patients have access to expert anesthesiology medical care, it is
imperative that CMS follow through with the proposal in the Federal Register by fully
and immediately implementing the anesthesia conversion factor increase as
recommended by the RUC.

Thank you for your consideration of this serious matter.

Sincerely,

Richard O’Leary, MD
Los Gatos, CA 95030
rjoleary(@comcast.net



CMS-1385-P4565

Submitter : Mrs. Rhonda Evans Date: 07/30/2007
Organization :  Billings Cardiology
Category : Health Care Professional or Association
Issue Areas/Comments
Coding—-Reduction In TC For
Imaging Services
Coding--Reduction In TC For Imaging Services

I am a registered cardiac sonographer. Please be advised that additional sonographer and physician time is needed to apply color doppler to an ccho study. Color
doppler is still cost effective in the diagnosis,treatment, and management of vavular discase. Thanks for taking your time to consider this information in making
your decision on this matter. Coding-additional codes from 5-year review. 72 Federal Register 38122 (July 12, 2007).

Sincerely,

Rhonda Evans, RDCS,.RN
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CMS-1385-P-4566

Submitter : Dr. Daniel J Levine Date: 07/30/2007
Organization:  Rhode Island Cardiology Center
Category : Physician
Issue Areas/Comments
GENERAL
GENERAL

[ am writing to urge you not to climinate rcimbursement for color flow doppler studies performed during ECHOcardiograms.

Pcrformance, analysis and interpretation of color Doppler is technically demanding and time intensive. To deny reimbursement for this critical service is
incomprehensible.

Reducing reimbursement in this manner will diminish our ability to provide quality care. Please don't do it!

Daniel J Levine

Clinical Associate Professor

Director Rhode Island Heart Failure Center
Warrén Alpert School of Mcdicine

Brown University
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CMS-1385-P-4567

Submitter : Dr. Rebecca Wells Date: 07/30/2007
Organization :  Overlake Anesthesiologists, PS
Category : Physician

Issue Areas/Comments

Coding-- Additional Codes From
5-Year Review

Coding-- Additional Codes From 5-Year Review

Please see my attached email.

Rebecca Wells, MD

CMS-1385-P-4567-Attach-1.RTF
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OVERLAKE ANESTHESIOLOGISTS, PS

Rebecca Wells, MD
1135 116th Ave NE
Suite 310

Bellevue, WA 98004

Leslie V. Norwalk, Esq.

Acting Administrator

Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services
Attention: CMS-1385-P

P.O. Box 8018

Baltimore, MD 21244-8018

Re: CMS-1385-P
Anesthesia Coding (Part of 5-Year Review)

Dear Ms. Norwalk:

I am writing to express my strongest support for the proposal to increase anesthesia
payments under the 2008 Physician Fee Schedule. I am grateful that CMS has
recognized the gross undervaluation of anesthesia services, and that the Agency is taking
steps to address this complicated issue.

When the RBRVS was instituted, it created a huge payment disparity for anesthesia care,
mostly due to significant undervaluation of anesthesia work compared to other physician
services. Today, more than a decade since the RBRVS took effect, Medicare payment
for anesthesia services stands at just $16.19 per unit. This amount does not cover the cost
of caring for our nation’s seniors, and is creating an unsustainable system in which
anesthesiologists are being forced away from areas with disproportionately high
Medicare populations.

In an effort to rectify this untenable situation, the RUC recommended that CMS increase
the anesthesia conversion factor to offset a calculated 32 percent work undervaluation—a
move that would result in an increase of nearly $4.00 per anesthesia unit and serve as a
major step forward in correcting the long-standing undervaluation of anesthesia services.
I am pleased that the Agency accepted this recommendation in its proposed rule, and I
support full implementation of the RUC’s recommendation.

To ensure that our patients have access to expert anesthesiology medical care, it is
imperative that CMS follow through with the proposal in the Federal Register by fully
and immediately implementing the anesthesia conversion factor increase as
recommended by the RUC.

Thank you for your consideration of this serious matter.




Rebecca Wells, MD




CMS-1385-P-4568

Submitter : Dr. Darvin Parker Date: 07/30/2007
Organization ; Darvin C, Parker, Jr., MD, PA
Category : Physician
Issue Areas/Comments
Coding-- Additional Codes From
5-Year Review
Coding-- Additional Codes From 5-Year Review

Leslic V. Norwalk, Esq.

Acting Administrator

Centcrs for Mcdicarc and Medicaid Scrvices
Attention: CMS-1385-P

P.O. Box 8018

Baltimorc, MD 21244-8018

Rc: CMS-1385-P
Ancsthcsia Coding (Part of 5-Year Review)

Dcar Ms. Norwalk:

I am writing to express my strongest support for the proposal to increasc anesthesia payments under the 2008 Physician Fee Schedule. 1am grateful that CMS has
rccognized the gross undervaluation of ancsthesia services, and that the Agency is taking steps to address this complicated issuc.

When the RBRVS was institutcd, it creatcd a huge payment disparity for ancsthesia care, mostly due to significant undervaluation of anesthesia work compared to
other physician services. Today, more than a decade since the RBRVS took effect, Medicare payment for ancsthesia services stands at just $16.19 per unit. This
amount does not cover the cost of caring for our nation s seniors, and is creating an unsustainable system in which anesthesiologists are being forced away from
areas with disproportionately high Medicare populations.

In an effort to rectify this untenable situation, the RUC recommended that CMS increase the anesthesia conversion factor to offset a calculated 32 percent work
undervaluation a move that would result in an increase of nearly $4.00 per anesthesia unit and serve as a major step forward in correcting the long-standing
undervaluation of anesthesia services. 1am pleased that the Agency accepted this recommendation in its proposed rule, and 1 support full implementation of the
RUC s recommendation.

To cnsure that our patients have access to expert anesthesiology medical care, it is imperative that CMS follow through with the proposal in the Federal Register
by fully and immediately implementing the anesthesia conversion factor increase as recommended by the RUC.

Thank you for your consideration of this serious matter.

Sincerely,

Darvin C. Parker, Jr., MD
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CMS-1385-P-4569

Submitter : Dr. Donna Reed Date: 07/30/2007
Organization :  Chester County Cardiology Associates
Category : Physician

Issue Areas/Comments

Coding-- Additional Codes From
5-Year Review

Coding-- Additional Codes From 5-Year Review

As a physician who provides echocardiography services to Medicare patients and others in [insert location], I am writing to object to CMS s proposal to bundle
Medicare payment for color flow Doppler (CPT Code 93325) into all echocardiography base services. This proposal would discontinue separate Medicare
payment for color flow Doppler effective on January 1, 2008, on the grounds that color flow Doppler has become intrinsic to the performance of all
cchocardiography procedures.

In conjunction with two-dimensional echocardiography, color Doppler typically is used for identifying cardiac malfunction (such as valvular regurgitation and
intracardiac shunting), and for quantitating the severity of thesc lesions. In particular, color Doppler information is critical to the decisionmaking process in
patients with suspicion of heart valve disease and appropriate selection of patients for valve surgery or medical management. In addition, color flow Doppler is
important in the accurate diagnosis of many other cardiac conditions.

CMS s proposal to bundle (and thereby eliminate payment for) color flow Doppler completely ignores the practice expenses and physician work involved in
performancc and interpretation of these studies. Whilc color flow Doppler can be performed concurrently or in concert with the imaging component of
cchocardiographic studics, the performance of color flow Doppler increascs the sonographer time and equipment time that are required for a study; in fact, the
physician and sonographer time and resources involved have, if anything, increased, as color flow Doppler s role in the evaluation of valve disease and other
conditions has become more complex. The sonographer and equipment time and the associated overhcad required for the performance of color flow Doppler are
not included in the relative value units for any other echocardiography base procedure. Thus, with the stroke of a pen, the CMS proposal simply eliminates
Mcdicarc payment for a service that (as CMS itself acknowledges) is important for accurate diagnosis and that is not reimbursed under any other CPT codc.

Moreover, CMS is incorrect in assuming that color flow Doppler is intrinsic to the provision of all echocardiography procedures. Iunderstand that data gathered
by an independent consultant and submitted by the American College of Cardiology and the American Society of Echocardiography confirm that color flow
Doppler is routinely pcrformed in conjunction with CPT code 93307. However, these data, which werc previously submitted to CMS, also indicate that an
estimated 400,000 color flow Doppler claims each year are provided in conjunction with 10 echocardiography imaging codes other than CPT Code 93307,
including fetal echo, transesophageal echo, congenital echo and stress echo. For many of these echocardiography base codes, the proportion of claims that
include Doppler color flow approximates or is less than 50%. More recent data submitted by the ASE in response to the Proposed Rule confirms that this practice
pattern has not changed over the past several years. [Include additional examples from your practice of CPT codes that are rarely billed with color flow Doppler.]

For these reasons, I urge you to refrain from finalizing the proposed bundling of color flow Doppler into other echocardiography procedures, and to work closely
with the American Socicty of Echocardiography to address this issue in a manner that takes into account the very real resources involved in the provision of this
important service.

Sincerely yours,

Donna M. Reed, DO
Chester County Cardiology Associates, P.C.
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CMS-1385-P4570

Submitter : Dr. Jason Cheung Date: 07/30/2007
Organization:  Dr. Jason Cheung
Category : Physician
Issue Areas/Comments
GENERAL
GENERAL

Leslic V. Norwalk, Esq.

Acting Administrator

Centers for Mcdicare and Medicaid Services
Attention: CMS-1385-P

P.O. Box 8018

Baltimore, MD 21244-8018

Re: CMS-1385-P
Ancsthesia Coding (Part of 5-Ycar Review)

Dcar Ms. Norwalk:

T am writing to cxpress my strongest support for the proposal to increasc anesthesia payments under the 2008 Physician Fee Schedule. 1 am gratcful that CMS has
recognized the gross undervaluation of ancsthesia services, and that the Agency is taking steps to address this complicated issuc.

When the RBRVS was instituted, it created a huge payment disparity for anesthesia carc, mostly due to significant undervaluation of anesthesia work compared to
other physician services. Today, more than a decade since the RBRVS took effect, Medicare payment for ancsthesia services stands at just $16.19 per unit. This
amount does not cover the cost of caring for our nation s seniors, and is creating an unsustainable system in which anesthesiologists are being forced away from
arcas with disproportionately high Medicare populations.

In an effort to rectify this untenable situation, the RUC recommended that CMS increase the anesthesia conversion factor to offset a calculated 32 percent work
undervaluation a move that would result in an increase of nearly $4 00 per anesthesia unit and serve as a major step forward in correcting the long-standing
undervaluation of anesthesia services. 1am pleased that the Agency accepted this recommendation in its proposed rule, and I support full implementation of the
RUC s recommendation.

To ensure that our paticnts have access to expert anesthesiology medical care, it is imperative that CMS follow through with the proposal in the Federal Register
by fully and immediately implementing the anesthesia conversion factor increase as recommended by the RUC.

Thank you for your consideration of this serious matter.
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CMS-1385-P-4571

Submitter : Dr. Stephen Kutz Date: 07/30/2007
Organization:  Cardiology Specialists
Category : Physician
Issue Areas/Comments
GENERAL
GENERAL

Color flow doppler is an important and time-consuming component of echocardiography. Please do not bundle this proccedure and discount reimbursement.
Echocardiography is associated with high overhead, including expensive equipment, need for highly skilled technicians, office space, physician experience, ctc.
Thank you,

Stephen Kutz, MD
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CMS-1385-P-4572

Submitter : Mr. Anthony Adkins Date: 07/30/2007
Organization : Comprehensive Cardiology Consuitants, Inc

Category : Other Technician

Issue Areas/Comments

Coding— Additional Codes From
5-Year Review

Coding-- Additional Codes From 5-Year Review

Re: CMS 1385 P; Proposed Physician Fee Schedule and other Part B Payment Policies for CY 2008. CODING --ADDITIONAL CODES FROM 5-YEAR
REVIEW,

Dear Mr. Kuhn:

As a cardiac sonographer who provides echocardiography services to Medicare patients and others in Cincinnati, I am writing to object to CMS s proposal to
bundle Medicare payment for color flow Doppler (CPT Code 93325) into all echocardiography base services. This proposal would discontinue separate
Medicare payment for color flow Doppler effective on January 1, 2008, on the grounds that color flow Doppler has become intrinsic to the performance of all
cchocardiography proccdurcs.

In conjunction with two-dimensional echocardiography, color Doppler typically is uscd for identifying cardiac malfunction (such as valvular rcgurgitation and
intracardiac shunting), and for quantitating thc scverity of these Icsions. In particular, color Doppler information is critical to the decisionmaking process in
paticnts with suspicion of hcart valve discasc and appropriate sclcction of paticnts for valve surgery or medical management. In addition, color flow Doppler is
important in the accuratg diagnosis of many other cardiac conditions.

CMS s proposal to bundle (and thereby eliminate payment for) color flow Doppler completely ignores the practice expenses and physician work involved in
performance and interpretation of these studics. While color flow Doppler can be performed concurrently or in concert with the imaging component of
echocardiographic studies, the performance of color flow Doppler increases the sonographer time and cquipment time that are rcquired for a study; in fact, the
physician and sonographer time and resources involved have, if anything, increased, as color flow Doppler s role in the evaluation of valve disease and other
conditions has become morc complex. The sonographer and equipment time and the associated overhead required for the performance of color flow Doppler are
not included in the relative value units for any other echocardiography base procedure. Thus, with the stroke of a pen, the CMS proposal simply eliminates
Medicare payment for a service that (as CMS itself acknowledges) is important for accurate diagnosis and that is not reimbursed under any other CPT code.

Moreover, CMS is incorrect in assuming that color flow Doppler is intrinsic to the provision of all echocardiography procedures. I understand that data gathered
by an independent consultant and submitted by the American College of Cardiology and the American Society of Echocardiography confirm that color flow
Doppler is routinely performed in conjunetion with CPT code 93307. However, these data, which were previously submitted to CMS, also indicatc that an
cstimated 400,000 color flow Doppler claims each year arc provided in conjunction with 10 ¢chocardiography imaging codes other than CPT Code 93307,
including fetal echo, transesophageal echo, congenital echo and stress echo. For many of these echocardiography base codes, the proportion of claims that
include Doppler color flow approximates or is less than 50%. More recent data submitted by the ASE in response to the Proposcd Rule confirms that this practice
pattern has not changed over the past several years

For these reasons, I urge you to refrain from finalizing the proposed bundling of color flow Doppler into other echocardiography procedures, and to work closely
with the American Society of Echocardiography to address this issue in a manner that takes into account the very real resources involved in the provision of this
important service.

Sincerely yours,

Anthony Adkins
Comprehensive Cardiology Consultants, Inc
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CMS-1385-P-4573

Submitter : Dr. Dan Tramuta Date: 07/30/2007
Organization:  Comprehensive Cardiology Consultants, [nc

Category : Physician

Issue Areas/Comments

Coding—- Additional Codes From
5-Year Review

Coding-- Additional Codes From 5-Year Review

Re: CMS 1385 P; Proposed Physician Fee Schedule and other Part B Payment Policies for CY 2008. CODING --ADDITIONAL CODES FROM 5-YEAR
REVIEW.

Dear Mr. Kuhn:

As a cardiologist who provides echocardiography services to Medicare patients and others in Cincinnati, I am writing to object to CMS s proposal to bundle
Medicare payment for color flow Doppler (CPT Code 93325) into all echocardiography base services. This proposal would discontinue separate Medicare
payment for color flow Doppler effective on January 1, 2008, on the grounds that color flow Doppler has become intrinsic to the performance of all
cchocardiography procedures.

In conjunction with two-dimensional cchocardiography, color Doppler typically is used for identifying cardiac malfunction (such as valvular regurgitation and
intracardiac shunting), and for quantitating the severity of these lesions. In particular, color Doppler information is critical to the decisionmaking process in
patients with suspicion of heart valve disease and appropriatc selection of patients for valve surgery or medical management. In addition, color flow Doppler is
important in the accurate diagnosis of many other cardiac conditions.

CMS s proposal to bundle (and thereby eliminate payment for) color flow Doppler completely ignores the practice expenses and physician work involved in
performance and interpretation of these studies. While color flow Doppler can be performed concurrently or in concert with the imaging component of
cchocardiographic studies, the performance of color flow Doppler increases the sonographer time and equipment time that are required for a study; in fact, the
physician and sonographer time and resources involved have, if anything, increased, as color flow Doppler s role in the evaluation of valve disease and other
conditions has become morc complex. The sonographer and equipment time and the associated overhead required for the performance of color flow Doppicr are
not included in the relative value units for any other echocardiography base procedure. Thus, with the stroke of a pen, the CMS proposal simply eliminates
Mcdicare payment for a scrvice that (as CMS itself acknowledges) is important for accurate diagnosis and that is not reimbursed under any other CPT code.

Moreover, CMS is incorrect in assuming that color flow Doppler is intrinsic to the provision of all echocardiography procedures. I understand that data gathered
by an indcpendent consultant and submitted by the American Collcge of Cardiology and the Amcrican Society of Echocardiography confirm that color flow
Doppler is routincly performed in conjunction with CPT code 93307. Howcver, thesc data, which were previously submitted to CMS. also indicate that an
cstimated 400,000 color flow Doppler claims each year arc provided in conjunction with 10 echocardiography imaging codes other than CPT Code 93307,
including fetal echo, transesophageal echo, congenital echo and stress echo. For many of these echocardiography base codes, the proportion of claims that
include Doppler color flow approximates or is less than 50%. More recent data submitted by the ASE in responsc to the Proposed Rule confirms that this practice
pattern has not changed over the past scveral years

For these reasons, I urge you to refrain from finalizing the proposed bundling of color flow Doppler into other echocardiography procedures, and to work closely
with the American Socicty of Echocardiography to address this issue in a manner that takes into account the very real resources involved in the provision of this
important service.

Sinccrely yours,

Dan Tramuta, M.D.,F.A.C.C.
Comprehensive Cardiology Consultants, Inc
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CMS-1385-P-4574

Submitter : Dr.Ned Mehiman Date: 07/30/2007
Organization:  Comprehensive Cardiology Consultants, Inc
Category : Physician

Issue Areas/Comments

Coding-- Additional Codes From
5-Year Review

Coding-- Additional Codes From 5-Year Review

Re: CMS 1385 P; Proposed Physician Fee Schedule and other Part B Payment Policies for CY 2008. CODING --ADDITIONAL CODES FROM 5-YEAR
REVIEW.

Dcar Mr. Kuhn:

As a cardiac sonographer who provides echocardiography services to Medicare patients and others in Cincinnati, I am writing to object to CMS s proposal to
bundle Medicare payment for color flow Doppler (CPT Code 93325) into all echocardiography base services. This proposal would discontinue separate
Medicare payment for color flow Doppler effective on January 1, 2008, on the grounds that color flow Doppler has become intrinsic to the performance of all
cchocardiography procedurcs.

In conjunction with two-dimensional cchocardiography, color Doppler typically is used for identifying cardiac malfunction (such as valvular regurgitation and
intracardiac shunting), and for quantitating the scverity of these lesions. In particular, color Doppler information is critical to the decisionmaking process in
patients with suspicion of heart valve discase and appropriate sclection of patients for valve surgery or medical management. 1n addition, color flow Doppler is
important in thc accurate diagnosis of many othcr cardiac conditions.

CMS s proposal to bundle (and thereby eliminate payment for) color flow Doppler completely ignores the practice expenses and physician work involved in
performance and interpretation of these studies. While color flow Doppler can be performed concurrently or in concert with the imaging component of
cchocardiographic studics, the performance of color flow Doppler increases the sonographer time and cquipment time that are required for a study; in fact, the
physician and sonographer time and resources involved have, if anything, increased, as color flow Doppler s role in the evaluation of valve disease and other
conditions has becomc more complex. The sonographer and cquipment time and the associated overhead required for the performance of color flow Doppler are
not included in the relative value units for any other echocardiography base procedure. Thus, with the stroke of a pen, the CMS proposal simply efiminates
Medicare payment for a service that (as CMS itself acknowledges) is important for accurate diagnosis and that is not reimbursed under any other CPT codc.

Moreover, CMS is incorrect in assuming that color flow Doppler is intrinsic to the provision of all echocardiography procedures. Tunderstand that data gathered
by an independent consultant and submitted by the American Colicge of Cardiology and the American Socicty of Echocardiography confirm that color flow
Doppler is routinely performed in conjunction with CPT code 93307. However, these data, which were previously submitted to CMS, also indicate that an
cstimated 400,000 color flow Doppler claims each ycar arc provided in conjunction with 10 echocardiography imaging codes other than CPT Code 93307,
including fetal echo, transesophageal echo, congenital echo and stress echo. For many of these echocardiography base codes, the proportion of claims that
include Doppler color flow approximates or is less than 50%. Morc recent data submitted by the ASE in response to the Proposcd Rule confirms that this practice
pattcrn has not changed over the past scveral years

For these reasons, I urge you to refrain from finalizing the proposed bundling of color flow Doppler into other echocardiography procedures, and to work closely
with thc American Socicty of Echocardiography to address this issue in a manner that takes into account the very real resources involved in the provision of this
important service.

Sincerely yours,

Ned Mchlman, M.D,, F.A.CC.
Comprehensive Cardiology Consultants, Inc
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CMS-1385-P-4575

Submitter : Dr. Joe N. Hackworth Date: 07/30/2007
Organization : Comprehensive Cardiology Consultants, Inc

Category : Phiysician

Issue Areas/Comments

Coding-- Additional Codes From
S-Year Review

Coding-- Additional Codes From 5-Year Review

Re: CMS 1385 P; Proposed Physician Fee Schedule and other Part B Payment Policies for CY 2008. CODING --ADDITIONAL CODES FROM 5-YEAR
REVIEW.

Dcar Mr. Kuhn:

As a cardiologistwho provides echocardiography services to Medicare patients and others in Cincinnati, I am writing to object to CMS s proposal to bundle
Medicare payment for color flow Doppler (CPT Code 93325) into all echocardiography base services. This proposal would discontinue separate Medicare
payment for color flow Doppler effective on January 1, 2008, on the grounds that color flow Doppler has become intrinsic to the performance of all
cchocardiography proccdures.

In conjunction with two-dimensional cchocardiography, color Doppler typically is uscd for identifying cardiac malfunction (such as valvular rcgurgitation and
intracardiac shunting), and for quantitating the scvcrity of these lesions. In particular, color Doppler information is critical to the decisionmaking process in
paticnts with suspicion of hcart valve diseasc and appropriate sclection of patients for valve surgery or medical management. In addition, color flow Doppler is
important in the accurate diagnosis of many othcr cardiac conditions.

CMS s proposal to bundle (and thereby eliminate payment for) color flow Doppler completely ignores the practice expenses and physician work involved in
performance and interpretation of these studies. While color flow Doppler can be performed concurrently or in concert with the imaging component of
echocardiographic studics, the performance of color flow Doppler increases the sonographer time and equipment time that arc required for a study; in fact, the
physician and sonographer time and resources involved have, if anything, increased, as color flow Doppler s role in the evaluation of valve disease and other
conditions has become more complex. The sonographer and equipment time and the associated overhead required for the performance of color flow Doppler are
not included in the relative value units for any other echocardiography base procedure. Thus, with the stroke of a pen, the CMS proposal simply eliminates
Medicare payment for a service that (as CMS itself acknowledges) is important for accurate diagnosis and that is not reimbursed under any other CPT codc.

Moreover, CMS is incorrect in assuming that color flow Doppler is intrinsic to the provision of all echocardiography procedures. I understand that data gathered
by an independent consultant and submitted by the American College of Cardiology and the American Socicty of Echocardiography confirm that color flow
Doppler is routinely performed in conjunction with CPT code 93307. However, these data, which were previously submitted to CMS, also indicate that an
estimated 400,000 color flow Doppler claims cach year are provided in conjunction with 10 echocardiography imaging codes other than CPT Code 93307,
including fetal echo, transesophageal echo, congenital echo and stress echo. For many of these echocardiography base codes, the proportion of claims that
include Doppler color flow approximates or is less than 50%. More recent data submitted by the ASE in response to the Proposed Rulc confirms that this practice
pattcrn has not changed over the past several ycars

For these reasons, I urge you to refrain from finalizing the proposed bundling of color flow Doppler into other echocardiography procedures, and to work closely
with the American Socicty of Echocardiography to address this issuc in a manncr that takes into account the very real resources involved in the provision of this
important scrvice.

Sincerely yours,

Joe Hackworth, M.D., F.A.C.C.
Comprehensive Cardiology Consultants, Inc
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CMS-1385-P-4576

Submitter : Dr. Frederick Jenkins, Jr Date: 07/30/2007
Organization:  Comprehensive Cardiology Consultants, Inc

Category : Physician

Issue Areas/Comments

Coding-- Additional Codes From
5-Year Review

Coding-- Additional Codes From 5-Year Review

Re: CMS 1385 P; Proposed Physician Fee Schedule and other Part B Payment Policies for CY 2008. CODING --ADDITIONAL CODES FROM 5-YEAR
REVIEW,

Dear Mr. Kuhn:

As a cardiologist who provides echocardiography services to Medicare patients and others in Cincinnati, I am writing to object to CMS s proposal to bundle
Medicare payment for color flow Doppler (CPT Code 93325) into all echocardiography base services. This proposal would discontinue separate Medicare
payment for color flow Doppler effective on January 1, 2008, on the grounds that color flow Doppler has become intrinsic to the performance of all
cchocardiography proccdures.

In conjunction with two-dimensional echocardiography, color Doppler typically is used for identifying cardiac malfunction (such as valvular regurgitation and
intracardiac shunting). and for quantitating the severity of these lesions. In particular, color Doppler information is critical to the decisionmaking process in
patients with suspicion of heart valve diseasc and appropriate sclection of patients for valve surgery or medical management. In addition, color flow Doppler is
important in the accuratc diagnosis of many other cardiac conditions.

CMS s proposal to bundle (and thereby eliminate payment for) color flow Doppler completely ignores the practice expenses and physician work involved in
performance and interpretation of these studies. While color flow Doppler can be performed concurrently or in concert with the imaging component of
cchocardiographic studies, the performanee of color flow Doppler increases the sonographer time and cquipment time that are requircd for a study; in fact, the
physician and sonographer time and resources involved have, if anything, increased, as color flow Doppler s role in the evaluation of valve disease and other
conditions has become more complex. The sonographer and equipment time and the associated overhead required for the performance of color flow Doppler arc
not included in the relative value units for any other echocardiography base procedure. Thus, with the stroke of a pen, the CMS proposal simply eliminates
Medicare payment for a service that (as CMS itself acknowledges) is important for accurate diagnosis and that is not reimbursed under any other CPT code.

Moreover, CMS is incorrect in assuming that color flow Doppler is intrinsic to the provision of all echocardiography procedures. I understand that data gathered
by an independent consultant and submitted by the American College of Cardiology and the American Socicty of Echocardiography confirm that color flow
Doppler is routinely petformed in eonjunction with CPT eode 93307. Howevcr, these data, which were previously submitted to CMS, also indieate that an
cstimated 400,000 color flow Doppler claims cach year are provided in conjunction with 10 echocardiography imaging codcs other than CPT Code 93307,
including fetal echo, transesophageal echo, congenital echo and stress echo. For many of these echocardiography base codes, the proportion of claims that
include Doppler color flow approximates or is less than 50%. More recent data submitted by the ASE in responsce to the Proposed Rule confirms that this practice
pattern has not changed over the past several years

For these reasons, I urge you to refrain from finalizing the proposed bundling of color flow Doppler into other echocardiography procedures, and to work closely
with the American Society of Echocardiography to address this issue in a manner that takes into account the very real resources involved in the provision of this
important service.

Sincercly yours,

Fred G. Jenkins, M.D., F.A.C.C.
Comprehensive Cardiology Consultants, Inc
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CMS-1385-P-4577

Submitter : Dr. Sheldon Brownstein Date: 07/30/2007
Organization:  Comprehensive Cardiology Consultants, Inc

Category : Physician

Issue Areas/Comments

Coding-- Additional Codes From
5-Year Review

Coding-- Additional Codes From 5-Year Review

Re: CMS 1385 P; Proposed Physician Fee Schedule and other Part B Payment Policies for CY 2008. CODING --ADDITIONAL CODES FROM 5-YEAR
REVIEW.,

Dear Mr. Kuhn:

As a cardiologist who provides echocardiography services to Medicare patients and others in Cincinnati, I am writing to object to CMS s proposal to bundie
Medicare payment for color flow Doppler (CPT Code 93325) into all echocardiography base services. This proposal would discontinue separate Medicare
payment for color flow Doppler effective on January 1, 2008, on the grounds that color flow Doppler has become intrinsic to the performance of all
cchocardiography procedures.

In conjunction with two-dimensional echocardiography, color Doppler typically is used for identifying cardiac malfunction (such as valvular regurgitation and
intracardiac shunting), and for quantitating the scverity of these lesions. In particular, color Doppler information is critical to the decisionmaking process in
paticnts with suspicion of heart valve discasc and appropriate sclection of paticnts for valve surgery or medical management. In addition, color flow Doppler is
important in the accurate diagnosis of many other cardiac conditions.

CMS s proposal to bundle (and thereby eliminate payment for) color flow Doppler completely ignores the practice expenses and physician work involved in
performance and intcrpretation of these studies. While color flow Doppler can be performed concurrently or in concert with the imaging componcnt of
echocardiographic studies, the performance of color flow Doppler increases the sonographer time and equipment time that are requircd for a study; in fact, the
physician and sonographer time and resources involved have, if anything, increased, as color flow Doppler s role in the evaluation of valve discase and other
conditions has become morc complex. The sonographer and cquipment time and the associated overhcad required for the performance of color flow Doppler are
not included in the relative value units for any other echocardiography base procedure. Thus, with the stroke of a pen, the CMS proposal simply eliminates
Medicarc payment for a service that (as CMS itself acknowledges) is important for accurate diagnosis and that is not reimbursed under any other CPT codc.

Moreover, CMS is incorrect in assuming that color flow Doppler is intrinsic to the provision of all echocardiography procedures. I understand that data gathered
by an indcpendent consultant and submitted by thc American College of Cardiology and thc American Society of Echocardiography confirm that color flow
Doppler is routincly performed in conjunction with CPT code 93307. However, thesc data, which were previously submitted to CMS, also indicate that an
cstimatcd 400,000 color flow Doppler claims cach ycar arc provided in conjunction with 10 echocardiography imaging codcs other than CPT Codce 93307,
including fetal echo, transesophageal echo, congenital echo and stress echo. For many of these echocardiography base codes, the proportion of claims that
include Doppler color flow approximates or is less than 50%. Morc recent data submitted by the ASE in responsc to the Proposcd Rule confirms that this practice
pattern has not changed over the past several years

For these reasons, I urge you to refrain from finalizing the proposed bundling of color flow Doppler into other echocardiography procedures, and to work closely
with the American Socicty of Echocardiography to address this issue in a manner that takes into account the very real rcsources involved in the provision of this
important service.

Sincerely yours,

Sheldon_L. Brownstein, M.D., F.A.C.C.
Comprehensive Cardiology Consultants, Inc
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CMS-1385-P-4578

Submitter : Dr. Stuart Steinberg Date: 07/30/2007
Organization:  Comprehensive Cardiology Consultants, Inc

Category : Physician

Issue Areas/Comments

Coding—- Additional Codes From
5-Year Review

Coding-- Additional Codes From 5-Year Review

Re: CMS 1385 P; Proposed Physician Fee Schedule and other Part B Payment Policies for CY 2008. CODING --ADDITIONAL CODES FROM 5-YEAR
REVIEW.

Dear Mr. Kuhn:

As a cardiologist who provides echocardiography services to Medicare patients and others in Cincinnati, [ am writing to object to CMS s proposal to bundle
Medicare payment for color flow Doppler (CPT Code 93325) into all echocardiography base services. This proposal would discontinue separate Medicare
payment for color flow Doppler effective on January 1, 2008, on the grounds that color flow Doppler has become intrinsic to the performance of all
cchocardiography procedurcs.

In conjunction with two-dimensional echocardiography, color Doppler typically is used for identifying cardiac malfunction (such as vatvular rcgurgitation and
intracardiac shunting), and for quantitating the scverity of thesc Icsions. In particular, color Doppler information is critical to the decisionmaking process in
paticnts with suspicion of heart valve discasc and appropriate selection of paticnts for valve surgery or medical management. In addition, color flow Doppler is
important in the accurate diagnosis of many other cardiac conditions.

CMS s proposal to bundle (and thereby eliminate payment for) color flow Doppler completely ignores the practice expenses and physician work involved in
performancce and interpretation of these studies. While color flow Doppler can be performed concurrently or in concert with the imaging component of
cchocardiographic studics, the performance of color flow Doppler increases the sonographer time and equipment time that arc required for a study; in fact, the
physician and sonographer time and resources involved have, if anything, increased, as color flow Doppler s role in the evaluation of valve disease and other
conditions has become morc complex. The sonographer and equipment time and the associated overhead required for the performance of color flow Doppler are
not included in the relative value units for any other echocardiography base procedure. Thus, with the stroke of a pen, the CMS proposal simply eliminates
Medicare payment for a service that (as CMS itself acknowledges) is important for accurate diagnosis and that is not reimbursed under any other CPT code.

Moreover, CMS is incorrect in assuming that color flow Doppler is intrinsic to the provision of all echocardiography procedures. I understand that data gathered
by an indcpendent consultant and submitted by the American College of Cardiology and the Amcrican Society of Echocardiography confirm that color flow
Doppler is routinely performed in conjunction with CPT code 93307. However, thesc data, which were previously submiticd to CMS, also indicate that an
cstimated 400,000 color flow Doppler claims cach ycar arc provided in conjunction with 10 echocardiography imaging codcs other than CPT Code 93307,
including fetal echo, transesophageal echo, congenital echo and stress echo. For many of these echocardiography base codes, the proportion of claims that
include Doppler color flow approximates or is less than 50%. More recent data submitted by the ASE in response to the Proposed Rule confirms that this practice
pattern has not changed over the past several years

For these reasons, I urge you to refrain from finalizing the proposed bundling of color flow Doppler into other echocardiography procedures, and to work closely
with the American Society of Echocardiography to address this issue in a manner that takes into account thc very real resources involved in the provision of this
important service.

Sincerely yours,

Stuart A. Steinberg, M.D., FA.C.C.
Comprehensive Cardiology Consultants, Inc
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Submitter : D. P. Suresh Date: 07/30/2007
Organization :  Comprehensive Cardiology Consultants, Inc

Category : Physician

Issue Areas/Comments

Coding-- Additional Codes From
5-Year Review

Coding-- Additional Codes From 5-Year Review

Re: CMS 1385 P; Proposed Physician Fee Schedule and other Part B Payment Policies for CY 2008. CODING --ADDITIONAL CODES FROM 5-YEAR
REVIEW.

Dcar Mr, Kuhn:

As a cardiologist who provides echocardiography services to Medicare patients and others in Cincinnati, I am writing to object to CMS s proposal to bundle
Medicare payment for color flow Doppler (CPT Code 93325) into all echocardiography base services. This proposal would discontinue separate Medicare
payment for color flow Doppler effective on January 1, 2008, on the grounds that color flow Doppler has become intrinsic to the performance of all
cchocardiography procedurcs.

In conjunction with two-dimensional echocardiography, color Doppicr typically is used for identifying cardiac malfunction (such as valvular rcgurgitation and
intracardiac shunting), and for quantitating thc scvcrity of these Icsions. In particular, color Doppler information is critical to the decisionmaking proccss in
paticnts with suspicion of hcart valve discase and appropriate selcction of paticnts for valve surgery or medical management. In addition, color flow Doppler is
important in the accuratc diagnosis of many other cardiac conditions.

CMS s proposal to bundle (and thereby eliminate payment for) color flow Doppler completely ignores the practice expenses and physician work involved in
performancc and interpretation of these studies. While color flow Doppler can be performed concurrently or in concert with the imaging component of
echocardiographic studies, the performance of color flow Doppler increases the sonographer time and equipment time that are required for a study; in fact, the
physician and sonographer time and resources involved have, if anything, increased, as color flow Doppler s role in the evaluation of valve disease and other
conditions has become more complex. The sonographer and equipment time and the associated overhead required for the performance of color flow Doppler are
not included in the relative value units for any other echocardiography base procedure. Thus, with the stroke of a pen, the CMS proposal simply eliminates
Medicarc payment for a service that (as CMS itsclf acknowledges) is important for accurate diagnosis and that is not reimbursed under any other CPT code.

Moreover, CMS is incorrect in assuming that color flow Doppler is intrinsic to the provision of all echocardiography procedures. [ understand that data gathered
by an independent consultant and submitted by the American College of Cardiology and the American Society of Echocardiography confirm that color flow
Doppler is routinely performed in conjunction with CPT code 93307. However, these data, which werc previously submitted to CMS, also indicate that an
estimatcd 400,000 color flow Doppler claims each year are provided in conjunction with 10 echocardiography imaging codes othcr than CPT Code 93307,
including fetal echo, transesophageal echo, congenital echo and stress echo. For many of these echocardiography base codes, the proportion of claims that
include Doppler color flow approximates or is less than 50%. More recent data submitted by the ASE in responsc to the Proposed Rule confirms that this practice
pattcrn has not changed over the past several years

For these reasons, ] urge you to refrain from finalizing the proposed bundling of color flow Doppler into other echocardiography procedures, and to work closely
with the American Society of Echocardiography to address this issue in a manner that takes into account the very real resources involved in the provision of this
important scrvice.

Sincercly yours,

D. P. Suresh, M.D,, F.A.C.C.
Comprchensive Cardiology Consultants, Inc
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Submitter : Dr. Paul D. Hirsh Date: 07/30/2007
Organization :  Comprehensive Cardiology Consultants, Inc.

Category : Physician
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Coding-- Additional Codes From 5-Year Review

Re: CMS 1385 P, Proposed Physician Fee Schedule and other Part B Payment Policies for CY 2008. CODING --ADDITIONAL CODES FROM 5-YEAR
REVIEW.

Dear Mr. Kuhn:

As a cardiac sonographer who provides echocardiography services to Medicare patients and others in Cincinnati, I am writing to object to CMS s proposal to
bundle Medicare payment for color flow Doppler (CPT Code 93325) into all echocardiography base services. This proposal would discontinue separate
Medicare payment for color flow Doppler effective on January 1, 2008, on the grounds that color flow Doppler has become intrinsic to the performance of all
echocardiography proccdures.

In conjunction with two-dimensional echocardiography, color Doppler typically is uscd for identifying cardiac malfunction (such as valvular regurgitation and
intracardiac shunting), and for quantitating the scvcrity of thesc Icsions. In particular, color Doppler information is critical to the decisionmaking process in
paticnts with suspicion of hcart valve discase and appropriate sclection of paticnts for valve surgery or medical management. In addition, color flow Doppler is
important in the accuratc diagnosis of many other cardiac conditions.

CMS s proposal to bundle (and thereby climinate payment for) color flow Doppler completely ignores the practice expenses and physician work involved in
performance and interpretation of these studics. While color flow Doppler can be performed concurrently or in concert with the imaging componcent of
cchocardiographic studics, the performance of color flow Doppler incrcases the sonographer time and equipment time that arc required for a study; in fact, the
physician and sonographer time and resources involved have, if anything, increased, as color flow Doppler s role in the evaluation of valve disease and other
conditions has become more complex. The sonographer and equipment time and the associated overhcad required for the performance of color flow Doppler are
not included in the relative value units for any other echocardiography base procedure. Thus, with the stroke of a pen, the CMS proposal simply eliminates
Medicarc payment for a scrvice that (as CMS itself acknowledges) is important for accurate diagnosis and that is not reimbursed under any othcr CPT codc.

Moreover, CMS is incorrect in assuming that color flow Doppler is intrinsic to the provision of all echocardiography procedures. I understand that data gathered
by an independent consultant and submitted by the American College of Cardiology and the American Socicty of Echocardiography confirm that color flow
Doppler is routincly performed in conjunction with CPT codc 93307. However, these data, which were previously submitted to CMS, also indicate that an
estimated 400,000 color flow Dopplecr claims each ycar arc provided in conjunction with 10 echocardiography imaging codes other than CPT Code 93307,
including fetal echo, transesophageal echo, congenital echo and stress echo. For many of these echocardiography base codes, the proportion of claims that
include Doppler color flow approximates or is less than 50%. Morc recent data submitted by the ASE in response to the Proposed Rule confirms that this practice
pattern has not changed over the past several years

For these reasons, I urge you to refrain from finalizing the proposed bundling of color flow Doppler into other echocardiography procedures, and to work closely
with the American Society of Echocardiography to address this issuc in a manner that takes into account the very real resources involved in the provision of this
important service.

Sincerely yours,

Paul D. Hirsh, M.D., FA.C.C.
Comprehensive Cardiology Consultants, Inc
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Re: CMS 1385 P; Proposed Physician Fee Schedule and other Part B Payment Policies for CY 2008. CODING --ADDITIONAL CODES FROM 5-YEAR
REVIEW.

Dcar Mr. Kuhn:

As a cardiologist who provides echocardiography services to Medicare patients and others in Cincinnati, [ am writing to object to CMS s proposal to bundle
Medicare payment for color flow Doppler (CPT Code 93325) into all echocardiography base services. This proposal would discontinue separate Medicare
payment for color flow Doppler effective on January 1,2008, on the grounds that color flow Doppler has become intrinsic to the performance of all
cchocardiography proccdures.

In conjunction with two-dimensional cchocardiography, color Doppler typically is uscd for identifying cardiac malfunction (such as valvular rcgurgitation and
intracardiac shunting), and for quantitating thc scverity of thesc lesions. In particular, color Doppler information is critical to the decisionmaking process in
paticnts with suspicion of heart valve discasc and appropriate sclection of patients for valve surgery or medical- management. In addition, color flow Doppler is
important in the accuratc diagnosis of many other cardiac conditions.

CMS s proposal to bundle (and thereby eliminate payment for) color flow Doppler completely ignores the practice expenses and physician work involved in
performance and interpretation of these studies. While color flow Doppler can be performed concurrently or in concert with the imaging component of
echocardiographic studies, the performance of color flow Doppler increases the sonographer time and equipment time that are required for a study; in fact, the
physician and sonographer time and resources involved have, if anything, increased, as color flow Doppler s role in the evaluation of valve disease and other
conditions has become more complex. The sonographer and equipment time and the associated overhead required for the performance of color flow Doppler are
not included in the relative value units for any other echocardiography base procedure. Thus, with the stroke of a pen, the CMS proposal simply eliminates
Mcdicarc payment for a service that (as CMS itself acknowledges) is important for accurate diagnosis and that is not reimbursed under any other CPT code.

Moreover, CMS is incorrect in assuming that color flow Doppler is intrinsic to the provision of all echocardiography procedures. I understand that data gathered
by an independent consultant and submitted by the American College of Cardiology and the American Socicty of Echocardiography confirm that color flow
Doppler is routincly performed in conjunction with CPT code 93307. Howcever, these data, which were previously submitted to CMS, also indicate that an
cstimatcd 400,000 color flow Doppler claims each year are provided in conjunction with 10 echocardiography imaging codes other than CPT Code 93307,
including fetal echo, transesophageal echo, congenital echo and stress echo. For many of these echocardiography base codes, the proportion of claims that
include Doppler color flow approximates or is less than 50%. More recent data submitted by the ASE in response to the Proposed Rule confirms that this practice
pattcrn has not changed over the past scveral years

For these reasons, I urge you to refrain from finalizing the proposed bundling of color flow Doppler into other echocardiography procedures, and to work closely
with the American Society of Echocardiography to address this issue in a manner that takes into account the very real resources involved in the provision of this
important scrvice.

Sincercly yours,

Rob Strickmeyer, M.D., F.A.C.C.
Comprchensive Cardiology Consultants, Inc
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Re: CMS 1385 P; Proposed Physician Fee Schedule and other Part B Payment Policies for CY 2008. CODING --ADDITIONAL CODES FROM 5-YEAR
REVIEW.

Dear Mr. Kuhn:

As a cardiologist who provides echocardiography services to Medicare patients and others in Cincinnati, I am writing to object to CMS s proposal to bundle
Medicare payment for color flow Doppler (CPT Code 93325) into all echocardiography base services. This proposal would discontinue separate Medicare
payment for color flow Doppler effective on January 1,2008, on the grounds that color flow Doppler has become intrinsic to the performance of all
cchocardiography procedurcs.

In conjunction with two-dimcnsional cchocardiography, color Doppler typically is used for identifying cardiac malfunction (such as valvular regurgitation and
intracardiac shunting), and for quantitating the scvcrity of thesc lesions. In particular, color Doppler information is critical to the decisionmaking process in
paticnts with suspicion of hcart valvc diseasc and appropriatc sclection of paticnts for valve surgery or medical management. In addition, color flow Doppler is
important in the accurate diagnosis of many other cardiac conditions.

CMS s proposal to bundle (and thereby eliminate payment for) color flow Doppler completely ignores the practice expenses and physician work involved in
performance and intcrpretation of these studies. While color flow Daoppler can be performed concurrently or in concert with the imaging component of
cchocardiographic studies, the performance of color flow Doppler increases the sonographer time and equipment time that are requircd for a study; in fact, the
physician and sonographer time and resources involved have, if anything, increased, as color flow Doppler s role in the evaluation of valve disease and other
conditions has become more complex. The sonographer and equipment time and the associated overhead required for the performance of color flow Doppler arc
not included in the relative value units for any other echocardiography base procedure. Thus, with the stroke of a pen, the CMS proposal simply eliminates
Mcdicarc payment for a service that (as CMS itself acknowledges) is important for accurate diagnosis and that is not reimbursed under any other CPT code.

Moreover, CMS is incorrect in assuming that color flow Doppler is intrinsic to the provision of all echocardiography procedures. I understand that data gathered
by an independcnt consultant and submitted by the American College of Cardiology and the American Society of Echocardiography confirm that color flow
Doppler is routincly performed in conjunction with CPT code 93307. However, these data, which were previously submitted to CMS, also indicate that an
cstimatcd 400,000 color flow Doppler claims cach ycar arc provided in conjunction with 10 echocardiography imaging codes other than CPT Code 93307,
including fetal echo, transesophageal echo, congenital echo and stress echo. For many of these echocardiography base codes, the proportion of claims that
include Doppler color flow approximates or is less than 50%. More recent data submitted by the ASE in response to the Proposed Rule confirms that this practice
pattern has not changed over the past several years

For these reasons, I urge you to refrain from finalizing the proposed bundling of color flow Doppler into other echocardiography procedures, and to work closely
with the American Society of Echocardiography to address this issue in a manner that takes into account the very real resources involved in the provision of this
important service.

Sincerely yours,

Jeff Reichard, M.D., F.A.C.C.
Comprehensive Cardiology Consultants, Inc
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Issue Areas/Comments
GENERAL
GENERAL

Leslic V. Norwalk, Esq.

Acting Administrator

Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services
Attention: CMS-1385-P

P.O. Box 8018

Baltimorc, MD 21244-8018

Re: CMS-1385-P
Ancsthesia Coding (Part of 5-Ycar Review)

Dcar Ms. Norwalk:

1 am writing to express my strongest support for the proposal to increase anesthesia payments under the 2008 Physician Fee Schedule. [ am grateful that CMS has
recognized the gross undervaluation of anesthesia services, and that the Agency is taking steps to address this complicated issue.

When thc RBRVS was instituted, it created a huge payment disparity for anesthesia care, mostly due to significant undervaluation of anesthesia work compared to
other physician services. Today, more than a decade since the RBRVS took effect, Medicare payment for anesthesia services stands at just $16.19 per unit. This
amount does not cover the cost of caring for our nation s seniors, and is creating an unsustainable system in which anesthesiologists are being forced away from
areas with disproportionately high Medicare populations.

In an effort to rectify this untenable situation, the RUC recommended that CMS increase the anesthesia conversion factor to offset a calculated 32 percent work
undervaluation a move that would result in an increase of nearly $4.00 per anesthesia unit and serve as a major step forward in correcting the long-standing
undervaluation of anesthesia services. I am pleased that the Agency accepted this recommendation in its proposed rule, and I support full implementation of the
RUC s recommendation.

To cnsurc that our patients have access to expert anesthesiology medical care, it is imperative that CMS follow through with the proposal in the Federal Register
by fully and immecdiatcly implementing the anesthesia conversion factor increase as recommended by the RUC.

Thank you for your consideration of this serious matter.

Sincercly,
Gail A. Pctters, M.D.
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GENERAL
GENERAL

Leslie V. Norwalk, Esq.

Acting Administrator

Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services
Attention; CMS-1385-P

P.O. Box 8018

Baltimore, MD 21244-8018

Re: CMS-1385-P
Ancsthesia Coding (Part of 5-Ycar Review)
Dcar Ms. Norwalk:

| am writing to express my strongest support for the proposal to increase anesthesia payments under the 2008 Physician Fee Schedule. 1 am grateful that CMS has
rccognized the gross undervaluation of ancsthesia services, and that the Agency is taking steps to address this complicated issue.

When the RBRVS was instituted, it created a huge payment disparity for anesthesia care, mostly due to significant undervaluation of ancsthesia work compared to
other physician scrvices. Today, more than a decade since the RBRVS took effect, Medicare payment for anesthesia services stands at just $16.19 per unit. This
amount does not cover the cost of caring for our nation s seniors, and is creating an unsustainable system in which anesthesiologists are being forced away from
arcas with disproportionatcly high Medicare populations.

In an effort to rectify this untenable situation, the RUC recommended that CMS increase the anesthesia conversion factor to offset a calculated 32 percent work
undervaluation a move that would result in an increase of nearly $4.00 per anesthesia unit and serve as a major step forward in correcting the long-standing
undervaluation of ancsthesia services. I am pleased that the Agency accepted this recommendation in its proposed rule, and 1 support full implementation of the
RUC s recommendation.

To cnsurc that our paticnts have access to expert anesthesiology medical care, it is imperative that CMS follow through with the proposal in the Federal Register
by fully and immediately implementing the ancsthesia conversion factor increase as recommended by the RUC.

Thank you for your consideration of this scrious matter.

Page 703 of 908 August 01 2007 11:33 AM




CMS-1385-P-4585

Submitter : Dr. Valerie Arkoosh Date: 07/30/2007
Organization : Dr. Valerie Arkoosh
Category : Physician
Issue Areas/Comments
GENERAL
GENERAL

Leslic V. Norwalk, Esq.

Acting Administrator

Ccnters for Mcdicare and Mcdicaid Scrvices
Attention: CMS-1385-P

P.O. Box 8018

Baltimorc, MD 21244-8018

Re: CMS-1385-P
Ancsthesia Coding (Part of 5-Y car Review)
Dcar Ms. Norwalk:

1 am writing to cxpress my strongest support for the proposal to increase ancsthesia payments under the 2008 Physician Fee Schedule, T am grateful that CMS has
recognized the gross undervaluation of anesthesia services, and that the Agency is taking steps to address this complicated issue.

When thc RBRVS was instituted, it created a huge payment disparity for anesthesia care, mostly due to significant undervaluation of anesthesia work compared to
other physician services. Today, more than a decade since the RBRVS took effect, Medicare payment for anesthesia services stands at just $16.19 per unit. This
amount does not cover the cost of caring for our nation s seniors, and is creating an unsustainable system in which anesthesiologists are being forced away from
areas with disproportionately high Medicare populations.

In an effort to rectify this untenable situation, the RUC recommended that CMS increase the anesthesia conversion factor to offset a calculated 32 percent work
undervaluation a move that would result in an increase of nearly $4.00 per anesthesia unit and serve as a major step forward in correcting the long-standing
undervaluation of anesthesia services. I am pleased that the Agency accepted this recommendation in its proposed rule, and I support full implementation of the
RUC s recommendation.

To ensure that our paticnts have access to expert anesthesiology medical carc, it is imperative that CMS follow through with the proposal in the Federal Register
by fully and immcdiately implementing the ancsthcsia conversion factor increase as recommended by the RUC.

Thank you for your consideration of this serious matter.

Valeric Arkoosh
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Issue Areas/Comments
GENERAL
GENERAL
Dcar CMS,

I am a cardiac sonographer in Omaha, Nebraska. [am writing to you to voice my objections to 'bundling' color flow doppler into the echocardiogram without
adjusting thc reimbursement amount. There are several instances where I do not use color flow imaging in an echo. If the cardiologist would like to know just
the lcft ventricular funtion (ex. to see if medical therapy is improving function)and there had been a recent echocardiogram, [ wouldn't use color flow doppler. If
there is a pericardial cffusion to be followed every day or two until the patient is better, I wouldn't charge for color flow echocardiography. If you do add this
scparate modality to the routine echo, at least adjust the reimburement level for an echocardiogram. There seems like there should be a resonable compromise to
this situation. I, in no way, bencfit financially from whichever dircction the CMS plans to go with but would like to say that the echocardiogram requires somc
the the most skill in aquiring accurate information and reading out of all the other imaging modalities, with some of the least financial payoff already. I work for
no cardiologist. 1 work for a nonprofit hospital. I can sec cardiologists ordering MUGA scans (at least 2 times the cost of an echocardiogram) instead of
echocardiograms in their offices just to be able to break cven.

Sincerely,
Michac] Carda, RDCS, RVT
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Issue Areas/Comments

Coding--Reduction In TC For
Imaging Services

Coding--Reduction In TC For Imaging Services

Re: CMS 1385 P; Proposed Physician Fee Schedule and other Part B Payment Policies for CY 2008. CODING --ADDITIONAL CODES FROM 5-YEAR
REVIEW.,

Dcar Mr. Kuhn;

As a Cardiac Sonographer who provides Echocardiography services to Medicare patients and others in Chicago, Illinois, I am writing to object to CMS s
proposal to bundle Medicare payment for color flow Doppler (CPT Code 93325) into all Echocardiography base services. This proposal would discontinue
separate Medicare payment for color flow Doppler effective on January 1, 2008, on the grounds that color flow Doppler has become intrinsic to the performance
of all Echocardiography procedurcs.

In conjunction with two-dimensional Echocardiography, color Doppler typically is used for identifying cardiac malfunction (such as valvular regurgitation and
intracardiac shunting), and for quantitating the severity of these lesions. In particular, color Doppler information is critical to the decisionmaking process in
paticnts with suspicion of heart valve diseasc and appropriate sclection of paticnts for valve surgery or medical management. In addition, color flow Doppler is
important in the accurate diagnosis of many other cardiac conditions.

CMS s proposal to bundle (and thereby eliminate payment for) color flow Doppler completely ignores the practice expenses and physician work involved in
performance and interpretation of these studies. While color flow Doppler can be performed concurrently or in concert with the imaging component of
Echocardiographic studics, the performance of color flow Doppler increases the sonographer time and cquipment time that arc requircd for a study; in fact, the
physician and sonographer time and resources involved have, if anything, increased, as color flow Doppler s role in the evaluation of valve disease and other
conditions has beccome morc complcx. The sonographer and equipment time and the associated overhead required for the performance of color flow Doppler are
not included in the relative value units for any other Echocardiography base procedure. Thus, with the stroke of a pen, the CMS proposal simply eliminates
Medicarc payment for a service that (as CMS itself acknowledges) is important for accurate diagnosis and that is not reimbursed under any other CPT code.

Moreover, CMS is incorrect in assuming that color flow Doppler is intrinsic to the provision of all Echocardiography procedures. I understand that data
gathcred by an independent consultant and submitted by the American College of Cardiology and the American Socicty of Echocardiography confirm that color
flow Doppier is routinely performed in conjunction with CPT code 93307. However, these data, which were previously submitted to CMS, also indicate that an
cstimated 400,000 color flow Doppler claims each year are provided in conjunction with 10 Echocardiography imaging codes other than CPT Code 93307,
including fetal Echo, Transesophageal Echo, congenital Echo and Stress Echo. For many of these Echocardiography base cades, the proportion of claims that
include Doppler color flow approximates or is less than 50%. More reecnt data submitted by the ASE in response to the Proposed Rule confirms that this practice
pattcrn has not changed over the past several ycars.

For these reasons, I urge you to refrain from finalizing the proposed bundling of color flow Doppler into other Echocardiography procedures, and to work
closcly with the American Socicty of Echocardiography to address this issue in a manner that takes into account the very real resources involved in the provision
of this important service.

Sineerely yours,

Maria L. Maxwell, BA, AAS, RDCS, RVT
Illinois Heart and Vascular
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Issue Areas/Comments
GENERAL
GENERAL

Lcslic V. Norwalk, Esq.

Acting Administrator

Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services
Attention; CMS-1385-P

P.O. Box 8018

Baltimore, MD 21244-8018

Re: CMS-1385-P
Ancsthesia Coding (Part of 5-Ycar Review)
Dcar Ms. Norwalk:

I am writing to cxpress my strongest support for the proposal to increase anesthesia payments under the 2008 Physician Fec Schedule. I am grateful that CMS has
rccognized the gross undervaluation of anesthcsia services, and that the Agency is taking steps to address this complicated issue.

When the RBRVS was instituted, it created a huge payment disparity for anesthesia carc, mostly duc to significant undervaluation of anesthcsia work comparcd to
othcr physician services. Today, more than a decadc since the RBRVS took effect, Medicare payment for anesthesia scrvices stands at just $16.19 per unit. This
amount does not cover the cost of caring for our nation s seniors, and is creating an unsustainable system in which anesthesiologists are being forced away from
areas with disproportionately high Medicare populations.

In an effort to rectify this untenable situation, the RUC recommended that CMS increase the anesthesia conversion factor to offset a calculated 32 percent work
undervaluation a move that would result in an increase of nearly $4.00 per anesthesia unit and serve as a major step forward in correcting the long-standing
undcrvaluation of ancsthesia services. 1am pleased that the Agency accepted this recommendation in its proposed rule, and I support full implementation of the
RUC s recommendation.

To cnsurc that our paticnts have acceess to cxpert ancsthesiology medical carc, it is imperative that CMS follow through with the proposal in the Federal Register
by fully and immcdiatcly implementing the ancsthesia conversion factor increase as recommended by the RUC.

Thank you for your considcration of this serious matter.
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GENERAL
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72 Federal Register 38122

Re: CMS 1385 P; Proposed Physician Fee Schedule and other Part B Payment Policies for CY 2008. CODING --ADDITIONAL CODES FROM 5-YEAR
REVIEW.

Decar Mr. Kuhn:

As a cardiac sonographer who provides echocardiography services to Medicare paticnts and others in both Bremerton, Washington and Port Townsend, both
medically underserved areas, I am writing to object to CMS s proposal to bundle Medicare payment for color flow Doppler (CPT Code 93325) into ali
echocardiography base services. This proposal would discontinue separate Medicare payment for color flow Doppler effective on January 1, 2008, on the grounds
that color flow Doppler has become intrinsic to the performance of all echocardiography procedures.

In conjunction with two-dimensional cchocardiography, color Doppler typically is used for identifying cardiac malfunction (such as valvular regurgitation and
intracardiac shunting), and for quantitating the scverity of these lesions. In particular, color Doppler information is critical to the decisionmaking process in
patients with suspicion of heart valve discasc and appropriatc sclection of patients for valve surgery or medical management. In addition, color flow Doppler is
important in the accurate diagnosis of many other cardiac conditions.

CMS s proposal to bundle (and thereby eliminate payment for) color flow Doppler completely ignores the practice expenses and physician work involved in
performance and interpretation of these studies. While color flow Doppler can be performed concurrently or in concert with the imaging componcnt of
cchocardiographic studies, the performance of color flow Doppler increases the sonographer time and equipment time that are required for a study; in fact, the
physician and sonographer time and resources involved have, if anything, increased, as color flow Doppler s role in the evaluation of valve disease and other
conditions has become more complex. The sonographer and cquipment time and the associated overhead required for the performance of color flow Doppler are
not included in the relative value units for any other echocardiography base procedure. Thus, with the stroke of a pen, the CMS proposal simply eliminates
Medicarc payment for a service that (as CMS itself acknowledges) is important for accurate diagnosis and that is not reimburscd under any other CPT code.

Moreover, CMS is incorrect in assuming that color flow Doppler is intrinsic to the provision of all echocardiography procedures. Iunderstand that data gathered
by an indcpendent consultant and submitted by the American College of Cardiology and the American Socicty of Echocardiography confirm that color flow
Doppler is routinely performed in conjunction with CPT code 93307. However, thesc data, which were previously submitted to CMS, also indicate that an
cstimated 400,000 color flow Doppler claims each year are provided in conjunction with 10 echocardiography imaging codes other than CPT Code 93307,
including fetal echo, transesophageal echo, congenital echo and stress echo. For many of these echocardiography base codes, the proportion of claims that
include Doppler color flow approximates or is less than 50%. More recent data submitted by the ASE in response to the Proposed Rule confirms that this practice
pattern has not changed over the past several years.

For these reasons, I urge you to refrain from finalizing the proposed bundling of color flow Doppler into other echocardiography procedures, and to work closely
with the American Socicty of Echocardiography to address this issuc in a manner that takes into account the very real resources involved in the provision of this
important scrvice.

Sincerely yours,

Wendy E. Smith,
Kitsap Cardiology Consultants, P.L.L.C.
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Issue Areas/Comments

Coding-- Additional Codes From
5-Year Review

Coding-- Additional Codes From 5-Year Review

My name is Vance Chunn and I am the CEO/administrator for Cardiology Associates of Mobile, Inc., a private practice cardiology group with 27 cardiologists in
Mobilc, Alabama. We are deeply concerncd about the color flow doppler imaging portion of an echocardiography exam being bundled with the othcr compnents
of the ccho cxam. For ycars this has been a separately payable. The procedure requires additional training for the techs who perform it, additional expense in the
equipment wc purcahsc to perform it, additional time to perform it and additional time to interpret it. Wc also pay a portion of our service contracts to maintain
that portion of thc echo equipment capable of performing color flow doppler. The information we get from color flow is significant and used by our physicians
daily. Although we do not use it on every patient, we do usc it a significant amount of the time. Please preserve the separatcly payable part of the color flow
doppler as it is clearly a distinct benefit to the patient and cost to those who perform it. Thanks very much for allowing us to comment.

Sincerely,

Vance M. Chunn

CEO/Administrator

Cardiology Associates of Mobile, Inc.
3715 Dauphin Street

Suite 4400

Mobile, AL 36608
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To: Leslie V. Norwalk
Acting Administrator, CMS

From: Vance Robidecaux
vrobidcaux@cox.nct

Rc:CMS-1385-P

CMS-1385-P-4591

Date: 07/30/2007

I wish to cxpress support for the plan to incrcasc ancsthesia payments in the 2008 Physician Fee Schedulc. The plan will help correct the long standing
undcrvaluation of scrvices provided by ancsthesiologists and is much needed.

The present fee schedule does not cover my costs for taking care of Medicare patients. Other anesthesiologists have taken steps to limit their Medicare patient load

and I do not want to havce to do that.

In an effort to rectify this situation, the RUC recommended that CMS increase the anesthesia conversion factor to offset a calculated 32% work undervaluation-a
move that would result in an increase of nearly $4.00 per anesthesia unit and serve as a major step forward in correcting the long standing undervaluation of
anesthesia serviees. I am pleased that the agency accepted this recommendation in its proposed rule, and I support full implementation of the RUC's

recommendation.

To cnsure that our patients have access to expert anesthesiology medical care, it is imperative that CMS follow through with the proposal in the Federal Register

by fully and immediately implementing the anesthesia conversion factor increase as reommended by the RUC.

I appreciate your consideration of this serious matter.

Vance Robidcaux, M D
2508 Crossing Drive
Edmond, OK 73013
vrobidcaux@cox.nct
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Re: CMS 1385 P; Proposed Physician Fee Schedule and other Part B Payment Policies for CY 2008. CODING --ADDITIONAL CODES FROM 5-YEAR
REVIEW.

Dcar Mr. Kuhn:

Asa Cardiac sonographer, who provides echocardiography services to Medicare patients and others in Houston, Texas. I am writing to object to CMS s proposal
to bundle Medicare payment for color flow Doppler (CPT Code 93325) into all echocardiography base services. This proposal would discontinue separate
Medicare payment for color flow Doppler effective on January |, 2008, on the grounds that color flow Doppler has become intrinsic to the performance of all
cchocardiography proccdurcs.

In conjunction with two-dimcnsional cchocardiography, color Doppler typically is uscd for identifying cardiac malfunction (such as valvular rcgurgitation and
intracardiac shunting), and for quantitating thc scverity of thesc lesions. In particular, color Doppler information is critical to the decision making proccss in
paticnts with suspicion of heart valve disease and appropriate sclection of paticnts for valve surgery or medical management. In addition, color flow Doppler is
important in the accurate diagnosis of many othcr cardiac conditions.

CMS s proposal to bundle (and thereby eliminate payment for) color flow Doppler completely ignores the practice expenses and physician work involved in
performancc and interpretation of these studies. While color flow Doppler can be performed concurrently or in concert with the imaging component of
echocardiographic studies, the performance of color flow Doppler increases the sonographer time and equipment time that are required for a study; in fact, the
physician and sonographer time and resources involved have, if anything, increased, as color flow Doppler s role in the evaluation of valve disease and other
conditions has become more complex. The sonographer and equipment time and the associated overhead required for the performance of color flow Doppler are
not included in the relative value units for any other echocardiography base procedure. Thus, with the stroke of a pen, the CMS proposal simply eliminates
Medicarc payment for a service that (as CMS itself acknowledges) is important for accurate diagnosis and that is not reimbursed under any other CPT code.

Moreover, CMS is incorrect in assuming that color flow Doppler is intrinsic to the provision of all echocardiography procedures. I understand that data gathered
by an independent consultant and submitted by the American College of Cardiology and the American Society of Echocardiography confirm that color flow
Doppler is routincly performed in conjunction with CPT code 93307. However, these data, which wcre previously submitted to CMS, also indicatc that an
cstimated 400,000 color flow Doppler claims each ycar are provided in conjunction with 10 cchocardiography imaging codes other than CPT Code 93307,
including fetal echo, transesophageal echo, congenital echo and stress echo. For many of these echocardiography base codes, the proportion of claims that
includc Doppler color flow approximates or is less than 50%. More recent data submitted by the ASE in response to the Proposed Rule confirms that this practice
pattern has not changed over the past several ycars.

For these reasons, I urge you to refrain from finalizing the proposed bundling of color flow Doppler into other echocardiography procedures, and to work closely
with the American Society of Echocardiography to address this issue in a manner that takes into account the very real resources involved in the provision of this
important service.

Sincerely yours,

Suc Maisey

Managcr, Non-Invasive Cardiology
St. Luke s Episcopal Hospital

6720 Bertner MC 1-102

Houston, Tcxas 77030
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