
submitter : Mr. William Fremault Date: 12/26/2007 
" ,  Organization : Mr. William Fremault 

Category : Individual 

Issue Areas/Compents 

GENERAL 

GENERAL 

I am a patient who relies on interventional pain management physicians for my care. I am writing to you because of my grave concern for the future of patient 
access to this type of care. Based on my knowledge of the planned reduction in reimbursement, it is my firmly held belief that, unless Congress takes action 
soon, scniors wlll lose access to interventional pain management. If past actlons are any gu~de, it is certain that Medicaid and th~rd party payors will follow 
Med~carc, cutting their re~mbursement for these valuable services as well. 

As a concerned patient, I write urging you to take steps to stop the pending physician reimbursement cuts and the devastating ASC cuts for interventional pain 
management procedures. I am exremely disapointed that Congress does not appear to be willing to take action prior to the holiday recess. This inaction could very 
well cause seniors to lose access to interventional pain nianagement. 

' 
1 understand that the physician payment fix should be for at least two years with a change in the law rather than yearly fix which will accumulate the cuts in the 
third year to 20% at one time. I also support modest euts for Medicare Advantage Plan; however, we do not support eomplete elimination of Medicare Advantage 
Plans.This is especially true in Illinois as malpractice costs are rising for interventio'nal pain management physieians. Based on these statistics it is obvious that 
.physicians will have &extremely difficult time continuing to practice and offer the care that they are currently. 

. .  . . . 

A second issue of concern relate toambulatory surgery center payment cuts for interventional pain management procedures. This is one of the most-effective , . . . . . 

locations for these procedures to be performed, along with physician offices. Since the Government has decided to reduce payments tooffices and ASCs, we will 
be forced to retum to the hospital setting. This is, without a doubt, a less effective, more inefficient, and more expensive seming. It appeafi to be criminalto 
punish both of the most effective interventional pain management settings, namely the offices, and ASCs, with draconian cuts. If this is allowed to stand, it will 
significantly affect our access to these valuable services which have significantly improved our quality of life. 

Although we appreciate the bills introduced by Honorable M~ke  Crapo (R-ID) In the Senate and Honorable Kendrick Meek (D-17th F1) and Wally Herger (R-2nd 
CA) In the House; these unfortunately will not fix the ASC issue for intervent~onal pain management. They also would be extremely expensive and consequently, 
we request a temporary reprieve for interventional procedures performed in ASCs by a carve-out for 9 procedures which wlll cost $8 million in the year 2008 and a 
total of $34 milllon by 2010. 

. ' 
Please act immediately, as these issues are extremely important to the American public, namely your voters. I m very much interested in hearing your response and 
hoping for your support on these important issues. 

Once again, thank you for all your help. 
For more information visit www.asipp.org 

Print Name: 

Signature: 

Email address. 

I 
I 
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Submitter : Ms. Bernice Szaflarski 

Organization : Ms. Bernice Szaflarski 

Category : Individual 

, Issue Areas/Comments 

GENERAL 

Date: 12/26/2007 

GENERAL 

I am a patient who relies on intewentional pain management physicians for my care. I am writing to you because of my grave concern for the future of patient 
access to this type of care. Based on my knowledge of the planned reduction in reimbursement, it is my firmly held belief that, unless Congress takes action 
soon, senlors will lose access to inte~entional pain management. If past actions are any guide, it is certain that Medicaid and third party payors will follow 

. Medicare, cutting their reimbursement for these valuable services as well. 

As a concerned patient, I write urging you to take steps to stop the pending physician reimbursement cuts and the devastating ASC cuts for intewentional pain 
management procedures. I am eyemely disapointed that Congress does not appear to be willing to take action prior to the holiday recess. This inaction could very 
well cause seniors to lose access to interventional pain management. 

I understand that the physician payment fix should be for at least two years with a change in the law rather than yearly fix which will accumulate the cuts in the 
third year to 20% at onetime. I also support modest cuts for Medicare Advantage Plan; however, we do not support complete elimination of Medicare Advantage 
Plans.This is especially true in Illinois malpractice costs are rising for interventional pain management physicians. Based on these statistics it is obvious that . .. . . 
physicians will have extremely dificuIt time continuing to practice and offer the care that they are currently. . : . . .  .,, 
. . . .  . . . r . : 

. . 
A second issue of concern relates to ambulatory surgery center payment cuts for interventional pain management procedures. This is one of themost effective , :  . .  

locations for these procedures to be performed, along with physician offices. Since the Government has decided to reduce payments to offices and ASCs, we will 
be forced to retum to the hospital setting. This is, without a doubt, a less effective, more inefficient, and more expensive setting. It appears to be criminal to . . 

punish both of the most effective interventional pain management settings, namely the offices, and ASCs, with draconi&n cuts. If this is allowed to stand, it will 
significantly affect our access to these valuable services which have significantly improved our quality of life. 

Although we appreciatc the bills Introduced by Honorable ~ ~ k g c r a ~ o  (R-ID) in the Senate and Honorable Kendrick Meek (D-17th FI) and Wally Herger (R-2nd 
CA) In the House; these unfortunately will not fix the ASC issue for ~nterventional paln management. They also would be extremely expensive and consequently, 
wc request a temporary repneve for interventiona1 procedures performed In ASCs by a carve-out for 9 procedures whlch will cost $8 milllon in the year 2008 and a 
total of $34 m~llion by 2010. 

Please act immediately, as these issues are extremely important to the American public, narneIy your voters. I m very much interested in heanng your response and 
hoping for your support on these important Issues. 

Once again, thank you for all your help. 
For more info&ation visit www.asipp.org 

Print Namc: 

Signature: 
I ~ Ernail address: 
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Submitter : Ms. Catherine Hart 

Organization : Ms. Catherine Hart 

Date: 12/26/2007 

Category : Individual 

Issue AreaslComments 

GENERAL 

GENERAL 

I am a patient who relies on interventional pain management physicians for my care. I am writing to you because of my grave concern for the future of patient 
access to this type of care. Based on my knowledge of the planned reduction in re~mbursement, it is my firmly held belief that, unless Congress takes action 
soon, seniors will lose access to interventional pain management. If past actions are any guide, it is certain that Medicaid and third party payors wlll follow 
Medicare, cutting their reimbursement for these valuable services as well. 

AS a concerned patient, I write urging you to take steps to stop the pending physician reimbursement cuts and the devastating ASC cuts for interventional pain 
management procedures. I am exremely disapointed that Congress does not appear to be willing to take action prior to the holiday recess. This inaction could very 
well cause seniors to lose access to interventional pain management. 

1 understand that the physician payment fix should be for at least two years with a change in the law rather than yearly fix which will accumulate the cuts in the 
third year to 20% at one time. 1 also support modest cuts for Medicare Advantage Plan; however, we do not support complete elimination of Medicare Advantage 
Plans.This is especially true in Illinois as malpractice costs are rising for interventional pain management physicians. Based on these statistics it is obvious that 

. . 
physicians will have an extremely difficult time continuing to practice and offer the care-that they are currently. . ~ .  . 

, , 

A second issue of concern relates to ambulatory surgery center payment cuts for interventional pain management procedures. This is one of the most effective 
. , 

locations for these procedures to be performe'd, along with physician offices. Since the Government has decided to reduce payments to offices and ASCs, we will 
be forced to return to the hospital setting. This is, without a doubt, a less effective, more inefficient, and more expensive setting. It appears to be criminal to . . 

punish both of the most effective interventional pain management settings, namely the offices, and ASCs, with draconian cuts. If this is allowed to stand, it will 
significantly affect our access to these vaIuable services which have significantly improved our quality of life. 

Although we appreciate the bills introduced by Honorable Mike Crapo (R-ID) in the Senate and Honorable Kendrick Meek (D-17th F1) and Wally Herger (R-2nd 
CA) in the House; these unfortunately will not fix the ASC issue for interventional paln management. They also would be extremely expensive and consequently, 
we request a temporary reprieve for interventlonal procedures performed in ASCs by a carve-out for 9 procedures which will cost $8 million in the year 2008 anda 
total of $34 million by 2010. 

Please act immediately, as these issues are extremely important to the American public, namely your voters. I m very much interested in hearing your response and 
hoping for your support on these imporiant issues. 

Once again, thank you for all your help. 
For more informahon visit www.asipp.org 

Print Name: 

Signature: 

Email address: 
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Submitter : Mr. Edward Schludecker 

Organization : Mr. Edward Schludecker 

Category : Individual 

. Issue AreasIComments 

GENERAL 

GENERAL 

Date: 12/26/2007 

1 am a patient who relies on interventional pain management physicians for my care. I am writing to you because of my grave concern for the future of patient 
access to this type of care. Based on my knowledge of the planned reduction in reimbursement, it is my firmly heId belief that, unless Congress takes action 
soon, seniors will lose access to interventional pain management. If past actions are any guide, it is certain that Medicaid and third party payors will follow 
Medicare, cutting their rcimbursement for these valuable services as well. 

As a concerned patient, I write urging you to take steps to stop the pending physician reimbursement cuts and the devastating ASC cuts for interventional pain 
management procedures. I am exremely disapointed that Congress does not appear to be willing to take action prior to the holiday recess. This inaction could very 
well cause seniors to lose access to interventional pain management. 

I understand that the physician payment fix should be for at least two years with a change in the law rather than yearly fix which will accumulate the cuts in the 
third year to 20% at one time. I also support modest cuts for Medicare Advantage Plan; however, we do not support complete elimination of Medicare Advantage 
Plans.This is especially true in Illinois as malpractice costs are rising for interventional pain management physicians. Based on these statistics it is obvious that 

. . .. . 
. . physicians will have an extremely difficult time continuing to practice and offer the care that they ire currently. . . 

,. . . 
A second issue of concern relates to ambulatory surgery center payment cuts for interventional pain management procedures. This is one of the most effective , .  
locations for these procedures to be performed, along with offices. Since the Government has decided to reduce payments to offices and ASCs, we will ' . . 

be forced to return to the hospital setting. This is, without a doubt, a less effective, more inefficient, and more expensive setting. It appears to be criminal to 
punish both of the most effective interventional pain management settings, namely the offices, and ASCs, with draconian cuts. If this is allowed to stand, it will 

-significantly affcct our access to these valuable services which have significantly improved our quality of life. 

Although we appreciate the bills introduced by Honorable Mike Crapo (R-ID) in the Senate and Honorable Kendrick Meek @-17th FI) and Wally Herger (R-2nd 
CA) in the House; these unfortunately will not fix the ASC issue for interventional pain management. They also would be extremely expensive and consequently, 
we request a temporary reprieve for interventional procedures performed in ASCs by a carve-out for 9 procedures which will cost $8 million in the year 2008 and.a . ' 

total of $34 million by 2010. 

Please act immediately, as these issues are extremely important to the American public, namely your voters. I m very much interested in hearing your response and 
hoping for your support on these important Issues. 

Once agaln, thank you for all your help. 
For more information visit www.asipp.org 

Signature: 

Emall address: 
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1 Submitter : Mr. Walter Price Date: 12/26/2007 

Organization : Mr. Walter Price 

i Category : Individual 
Issue AreaslComments 

I GENERAL 

1 ; GENERAL 

I am a patient who relies on interventional pain management physicians for my care. I am writing to you because of my grave concern for the future of patient 
access to this type of care. Based on my knowledge of the planned reduction in reimbursement, it is my firmly held belief that, unless Congress takes action 
soon, seniors will losc access to interventional pain management. If past actions are any guide, it is certain that Medicaid and third party payori will follow 
Medicare, cutting their reimbursement for these valuable services as well. 

As a concerned patient, I wn'te urging you to take steps to stop the pending physician reimbursement cuts and the devastating ASC cuts for interventional pain 
management procedures. I am exremely disapointed that Congress does not appear to be willing to take action prior to the holiday recess. This inaction could very 
wcll cause seniors. to lose access to interventional pain management. 

I understand that the physician payment fix shouId be for at least two years with a change in the law rather than yearly fix which will accumulate the cuts in the 
third year to 20% at one time. I also support modest cuts for Medicare Advantage Plan; however, we do not support complete elimination of Medicare Advantage 
Plans.This is especially true in Illinois as malpractice costs are rising for interventional pain management physicians. Based on these statistics it is obvious that 

. . physicians will have an extremely difficult time continuing to practice and offer the care that they are currently. 
. . :. . . . 

. , 
. . A second issue of concern relates to ambulatory surgery center payment cuts for interventional paid management procedGes. This is one of the mbit effective. ' '" 

, ' . locations forthese procedures to be performed, along with physician offices. Since the Government has decided to reduce payments to ofices and ASCs, we will 
be forcedto retum to the hospital setting. This is, without a doubt, a less effective, more inefficient, and moie expensive setting. It appears tozbe criminal to 
punish both of the most effective interventional pain management settings, namely the offices, and ASCs, with draconian cuts. If this is allowed to stand, it will 
significantly affect our access to these valuable services which have significantly improved our quality of life. 

' 

Although we appreciate the bills Introduced by Honorable Mike Crapo (R-ID) In the Senate and Honorable Kendrick Meek (D-17th FI) and Wally Herger (R-2nd 
CA) in the Hpuse, these unfortunately will not fix the ASC Issue for interventional paln management. They also would be extremely expensive and consequently, 
we request a temporary repneve for interventional procedures performed in ASCs by a carve-out for 9 procedures which will cost $8 million in the year 2008 and a 
total of $34 million by 2010 . 
Please act immediately, as these issues are extremely imponant to the American public, namely your voten. I m very much interested in hearing your response and 
hoping for your support on these Important issues. 

Once again, thank you for all your help. 
For more information visit www.asipp org 

Print Name: 
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Submitter : Thomas Cogovo 

Organization : Thomas Cogozzo 

Category : Individual 

Issue AreasIComments 

Date: 12/26/2007 

I GENERAL 

I, GENERAL 

I am a patient who relies on interventional pain management physicians for my care. I am writing to you because of my grave concern for the future of patient 
access to this type of care. Based on my knowledge of the planned reduction in reimbursement, it is my fmly held belief that, unless Congress takes action 
soon, seniors will lose access to interventional pain management. If past actions are any guide, it is certain that Medicaid and third party payors will follow 
Mcdicare, cutting their reimbursement for these valuable services as well. . . 

As a concerned patient, I write urging you to take steps to stop the pending physician reimbursement cuts and the devastating ASC cuts for interventional pain 
management procedures. 1 am exremely disapointed that Congress does not appear to be willing to take action prior to the holiday recess. This inaction could very 
well cause seniors to lose access to interventional pain management. 

I understand that the physician payment fix should be for at least two years with a change in the law rather than yearly fix which will accumulate the cuts in the 
third year to 20% at one time. I also support modest cuts for Medicare Advantage Plan; however, we do not support complete elimination of Medicare Advantage 
Plans.This is especially m e  in Illinois as malpractice costs are rising for interventional pain management physicians. Based on these statistics it is obvious that .. . 
physicians will have an extremely difficult time continuing to practice and offer the care that they are currently. 

. . . :  

. . 
. . . . A second issue of cbncem relates toambulatory surgery center payment cuts for interventional pain management procedures. This is one of the most effective , . .' . . ', ' . . ' 

locations for these procedures to be performed, along with physician offices. Since the Government has decided to reduce payments to offices and ASCs, we will 
be forced to return to the hospital setting. This is, withouta doubt, a less effective, more inefficient, and more expensive setting. It appears to be criminal to 
punish both of the most effective intervention'al pain management settings, namely the offices, and ASCs, with draconian cuts. If this is allowed to stand, it will 
significantly affect our accc'ss to thesc valuable services which have significantly improved our quality of life. 

Although we appreciate the bills introduced by Honorable Mlke &ap; (R-ID) In the Senate and Honorable Kendrick Meek (D-17th Fl) and Wally Herger (R-2nd 
CA) In the House; these unfortunately will not fix the ASC lssue for interventional pain management. They also would be extremely expenslve and eonsequently, 
we request a temporary reprieve for interventional procedures performed in ASCs by a carve-out for 9 procedures whlch wl l  cost $8 million in the year 2008 and a 
total of $34 million by 2010. 

Please act immediately, as these issues are extremely important to the American public, namely your voters. I m very much interested in hearing your response and 
hoping for your support on these important issues. 

Once again, thank you for all your help. 
For more information vislt www.asipp.org 

Print Name: 

Signature: Date: 
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Submitter : Janet Boyer 

Organization : Janet Boyer 

Category : Individual 

Issue Areas/Comments 

Date: 12/26/2007 

GENERAL 

GENERAL 

I am a patient who relies on intefventional pain management physicians for my w e .  I am writing to you because of my grave concern for the future of patient 
access to this type of care. Based on my knowledge of the planned reduction in reimbursement, it is my firmly held belief that, unless Congress takes action 
soon, seniors will lose access to interventional pain management. If past actions are any guide, it is certain that Medicaid and third party payors will follow 
Medicare, cutting their reimbursement for these valuable services as well. 

As a concerncd patient, I write urging you to take steps to stop the pending physician reimbursement cuts and the devastating ASC cuts for interventional pain 
management procedures. I am exremely disapointed that Congress does not appear to be willing to take action prior to the holiday recess. This inaction could very 
well cause seniors to lose access to interventional pain management. 

I understand that the physician payment fix should be for at least two years with a change in the law rather than yearly fix which will accumulate the cuts in the 
third year to 20% at one time. I also support modest cuts for Medicare Advantage Plan; however, we do not support complete elimination of Medicare Advantage 
Plans.This is especially true in Illinois as malpractice costs are rising for interventional pain management physicians. Based on these statistics it is obvious that 
physicians will have an extremely difficult time continuing to practice and offer the care that they are currently. 

A second issue of concern relates to ambulatory surgery center payment cuts for interventional pain management procedures. This is one df the most effective 
locations for these procedures to be performed, along with physician offices. Since the Government has decided to reduce payments to offices and ASCs, we will' 
be forced to return to the hospital setting. This is, without a doubt, a less effective, more inefficient, and more expensive setting. It appears to be criminal to 
punish both of the most effective interventional pain management settings, namely the offices, and ASCs, with draconian cuts. If this is allowed to stand, it will 
significantly affect our access to these valuable services which have significantly improved our quality of life. 

Although we appreciate the bills introduced by Honorable Mike Crapo (R-ID) in the Senate and Honorable Kendnck Meek @-17th F1) and Wally Herger (R-2nd 
CA) in the Housc, these unfortunately wlll not fix the ASC issue for interventional pain management. They also would be extremely expensive and consequently, 
we request a temporary reprieve for interventional procedures performed in ASCs by a carve-out for 9 procedures whlch will cost $8 mill~on In the year 2008 and a 
total of $34 million by 2010. 

Please act immediately, as these issues are extremely important to the American public, namely your voters. I m very much interested in hearing your response and 
hoping for your support on these important issues. 

Once again, thank you for all your help. 
For more information vis~t www.asipp.org 

Print Name: 

Signature: Date: 
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Submitter : Joan Loftus Date: 12/26/2007 

Organization : Joan Loftus 

Category : Individual 

Y,  Issue Areas/Comments 

GENERAL 

GENERAL 

I am a patient who relies on interventional pain management physicians for my care. I am writing to you because of my grave concern for the future of patient . . c . 
acccss to this type of care. Based on my knowledge of the plamcd rcduction in reimbursement, it is my firmly held belief that, unless Congress takes action 
soon, scniors will losc access to interventional pain management. If past actions are any guide, it is certain that Medicaid and third party payors will follow 
Medicare, cutting their rcimburscment for these valuable services as well. 

As a conccmcd patient, I write urging you to take steps to stop the pending physician reimbursement cuts and the devastating ASC cuts for interventional pain 
managcrnent procedures. I am exremely disapointed that Congress does not appear to be willing to takc action prior to the holiday recess. This inaction could very 
well cause seniors to lose access to interventional pain management. 

I understand that the physician payment fix should be for at least two years with a change in the law rather than yearly fix which will accumulate the cuts in the 
third year to 20% at one time. I also supp'ort modest cuts for Medicare Advantage Plan; however, we do not support complete elimination of Medicare Advantage 
P1ans.Th.i~ is espccially true in Illinois as malpractice costs are rising for interventional pain management physicians. Based on these statistics it is obvious that . . . .  . . . . . 
physicians will have an extremely difficult time continuing to practice and offer the care that they are currently. . ' , . 

. .  . .  
. . . .  . . .  . 

, . .  
. .  . 

A second issue of concem relates to akbulatory surgery center payment cuts for interventional pain management procedures. This is one of the most effective . ' ' . , .. * . . ,  

locations for these ijrocedures to be perfoqed,along with physician offices. Since the Government has decided to reduce payments to offices and ASCs,-we will i .  

' , " .  . 

be forced toretum to the hospital setting. This is, without a doubt, a less effective;more inefficient, and more expensive setting. It appears to be criminal to : 
punish both of the most effective interventional pain management settings, namely the offices, and ASCs, with draconian cuts. If this is allowed to stand, it will 
significantly affect our access to these valuable services which have significantly improved our quality of life. 

h 

Althoughwe appreciate the bills introduced by ~onorabie Mike Crapo (R-ID) in the Senate and Honorable Kendrick Meek 0-17th F1) and Wally Herger (R-2nd 
CA) in the House; these unfortunately will not fix the ASC issue for intervcntional pain management. They also would be extremely expensive and consequently, . . 

we request a temporary reprieve for interventional procedures performed in ASCs by a carve-out for 9 procedures which will cost $8-million in the year 2008 and.a 
, . 

total of $34 million by 2010. 

Please act ~mmediately, as these issues are extremely important to the American public, namely your voters. I m very much interested m hearing your response and I s 

hoping for your support on these Important issues. 

Once again, thank you for all your help. 
For more information vis~t www.asipp.org 

Print Name: 

Email address: 
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