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Introduction:

The CMS Data Navigator is an easy-to-use, menu-driven search tool that makes the data and
information resources of the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) more easily available.
Use the Data Navigator to find data and information products for specific CMS programs, such as
Medicare and Medicaid, or on specific health care topics or settings-of-care. Navigator displays search
results by data type making it easier to locate specific types of information (e.g., data files, publications,

statistical reports, etc.).

Before You Begin:

To optimize your Data Navigator experience we recommend that users should:

e Use Internet Explorer 6.0 or higher.
e Disable pop-up blockers.
e Set their screen resolution to a minimum of 800 x 600.



Getting Started:

1. To access the CMS Data Navigator, navigate your web browser to http://dnav.cms.gov/ (Feel

free to bookmark this page or add it to your favorites).
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2. Click the “Start” button to access the Data Navigator search interface.


http://dnav.cms.gov/

Conducting a Search:

1. The Data Navigator search interface consists of categories that can be expanded or collapsed using

the plus (+) and minus (-) buttons. For users who are not using a mouse, the buttons can be

expanded or collapsed using the Enter key.

CMS.gov

Home | About CMS | Newsroom Center | FAQs | Archive | Share @) Help & Email (&) Print

Leam about your healthcare options -
Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services
. _— Medicare-Medicaid Insurance Innovation Regulations Research, Statistics, Qutreach and
Rl et A EETIEIE Coordination Oversight Center and Guidance Data and Systems Education

Home Search Help

337 data sources found. Show or Clear

7 Program

7] Setting/Type of Care
1 Topic

[ Geography

] Document Type

337 data sources found. Show or Clear

CMS -
@ DataNavigato @Sm
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Structure your search by expanding the appropriate content labels on the left and selecting the key
words that best describe the data you need. The more key words you select, the namower your
search results.

For more information about a keyword, hover over the keyword with your mouse to see the pop-up
tooltip which will display the glossary definition.

For help structuring your search, or to view the Data Glossary or Frequently Asked Questions, click
on Help.

You can also view and download all of our active data sources by clicking Here.

Quick Links: Home Search Help
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When a category is expanded, keyword checkboxes are revealed. The numbers next to the keyword
give a preview of how many results are associated with that keyword. Keywords can be selected and
unselected by clicking these boxes. Keywords will remain selected even if a category is collapsed. For
keyword definitions, hover over the keyword to see the pop-up tooltip or consult the Glossary which
can be found on the Help page. When a keyword is selected, the numbers will update to show how
many results will be displayed with the current search.
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WELCOME TO THE CMS DATA NAVIGATOR

Structure your search by expanding the appropriate content labels on the left and selecting the key
words that best describe the data you need. The more key words you select, the narrower your

search results.

For more information about a keyword, hover over the keyword with your mouse fo see the pop-up

tooltip which will display the glossary definition.

For help structuring your search, or to view the Data Glossary or Frequently Asked Questions, click

on Help.

You can also view and download all of our active data sources by clicking Here.




Multiple categories can be expanded and unlimited keywords can be selected. Multiple selections
within a category are treated with OR logic, thereby expanding a search. Multiple selections in
separate categories are treated with AND logic, thereby refining a search. For example, if a user
selects both “Medicaid” and “Medicare” keywords under the “Program” category and both
“Enrollment” and “Expenditures” keywords under the “Topic” category, the search results will
contain data sources tagged with the keywords Medicaid or Medicare and Enrollment or
Expenditures. If your search returns a small number of results, try removing some of your search

selections to widen your search.

When you are finished making your selections, click the “Show” link to execute your search. If you
want to clear your selections and start over, click the “Clear” link. These links are located at the top
and bottom of the search categories.

show or Clear



Navigating the Search Results:

1. The selected keywords remain on the left while your results will be displayed on the right. Your

search parameters, including logic, are also listed above the results.
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2. The Data Navigator search results are listed by Document Type. By default, the Data Navigator

searches all Document Types. To restrict your search to a certain Document Type, include that

selection in your search. Each Document Type can be expanded by clicking the plus (+) button or

collapsed by clicking the minus (-) button or you can expand all Document Types by selecting

“Expand All”. Document Types with no results are not displayed.
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3. The number of results displayed per page can be changed by using the “Results Per Grouping Page”
dropdown menu on the top left of the results. The sort order can be changed by using the “Sort By”
dropdown menu on the top right of the results. Sort order by default is listed by Popularity.



4.

Each listing in the search results includes the title of the data source and the keywords that matched

your search. Hover over or click the “?” button to see a description of the data source.

Data Source Matched Keyword Popularity
CMS 2008-2010 Data Program(Medicare), Setting/Type of
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Use File @ (ESRD))

The DE SynPUF is built from a 5 percent random Setting/Type of
Cost Rep sample of Medicare beneficiaries in 2008 and their 5] Disease 109

claims from 2008 through 2010, The DE SynPUF

contains five types of data, Beneficiary Summary,
Medi Inpatient Claims, Outpatient Claims, Carrier Claims, |Setting/Type of
Ve _|c§|re and Prescription Drug Events. Each file contains the 3 Disease 74
Statistics | same variables across years.

5. To access a data source click the title and the parent page of the data source will open in a pop-up
window. On this page you will find information on the data and links to the files.
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Medicare Claims Synthetic Public Use Files (SynPUFs)

Medicare Claims Synthetic Public Use Files (SynPUFs) were created to allow interested parties to gain familiarity using
Medicare claims data while protecting beneficiary privacy. The data structure of the Medicare SynPUFs is very similar
to the CMS Limited Data Sets, but with a smaller number of variables. They provide data analysts and software
developers the opportunity to develop programs and products utilizing the identical formats and variable names as
those which appear in the actual CMS data files. The files have been designed so that programs and procedures
created on the SynPUFs will function on CMS Limited Data Sets. The SynPUFs also provide a robust set of metadata
on the CMS claims data that have not been available in the public domain. After developmental work has been
completed potential users should be much better informed about which CMS data products they would need to acquire
to fulfill their analytic needs.

These files may be used to:

1. allow data entrepreneurs to develop and create software and applications that may eventually be applied to
actual CMS claims data;

2. ftrain researchers on the use and complexity of conducting analyses with CMS claims data prior to initiating the
process to obtain access to actual CMS data; and,

3. support safe data mining innovations that may reveal unanticipated knowledge gains while preserving

beneficiary privacy.




6.

If access to the data source is restricted, you will be redirected to a CMS Data Policy page with
instructions for obtaining the data before continuing to the data source.

REsDAC

CMS endeavors to maximize access to its program data while protecting the privacy of benefidaries and providers, and ensuring appropriate adherence

to data security standards.

All reguests for beneficiary identifiable data must be developed and reviewed with the assistance of the Research Data Assistance Center (ResDAC), 3
CMWE contractor that provides free assistance to anyone interested in using Medicare and/or Medicaid data for research purposes. Reseanchers

interested in obtaining or analyzing identifiable data must email a completed data reguest packet, including a Ch5 Data Use Agresment (DUA), to

RezDAC for initial review at resdac@umn.edu.

Information abowt requesting CM3 data and the request process are posted on the ResDAC Website at hetpy//www resdac org/cms-data/request/oms-

dats-reguest-center,

Contact ResDAC via:

- toll-fres 1-8BB-973-7322
- e-mail resdaci@ummedu

- on the web  wwnarresdsc.org
Requestors must first contact ResDAC and complete a data request packet to access the following files:

- Research Identifiable Files
- Long Term Care Minimum Data St (LTCMDE)
- Medicare Current Beneficiany Sunvey (MCBS)

- Qutcome and Asseszment Inforrmation Set [OASIS)

Requestors can obtain the following files withowt contacting ResDAC, but need to submit a DUA directly to CM3:

- Limited Data Sets (LDE)

- Disproportionate Share Hospital (D5H) Rate Data

- State Agencies requesting:
i) Qutcome and Assessment Information 52t (QASIS)
{ii) Long-Term Care Minimum Data Set (LTCMDE)
{fii) Eligibility Databas= (EDB) Customized State Files

Click Confinue to proceed to purchasing instructions and to access the sppropriate DUA forms.

Click “Glossary” for file descriptions.

Continue Cancel
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7. To print your search results, click the printer button to top-right of the results. To export and save
them to Excel, click the Excel button.
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8. To download all the active data sources in our database, click the “View and download all active
data sources from our database” link at the bottom of the search results.

9. To change your search, simply change your selections and click the “Search” button. To clear all of
your selections and start over, click the “Clear” button.



Additional Help and Resources

If you need additional help or information, please see our Help page by clicking the Help link on the data
navigator or by navigating to http://dnav.cms.gov/Views/Help.aspx

The Help page contains the following:

A link to this User Guide.
A link to the Glossary of all of the keywords listed on the search page.
A link to a Frequently Asked Questions page for the Data Navigator.

el

A link to send a question directly to a subject matter expert. For more information please see
instructions below.

5. Alink to send an email to the CMS Data Navigator mailbox at DataNavigator@cms.hhs.gov.

Submitting a Question to a Subject Matter Expert

If you still have questions after reviewing the material found through the Data Navigator, you can
submit a question to a subject matter expert.

1. Follow the link on the help page or navigate to https://questions.cms.gov/newrequest.php
You will be navigated to the “Submit a Request” page which will first ask you to select a topic.
Select the topic that is most relevant to your question. If you have a question specifically about
the Data Navigator, note that it is a topic. After selecting your topic, select the “Next” button.

3. You will be presented with three options on how you want to be contacted: “New User”,
“Existing User”, and “Anonymous”. (Note: If you would like to receive a response directly, you

should create a user.) Once you have entered your information click “Next”.
4. Now you’ll be able to enter your question. When finished click “Submit Request”.

Accessing the Application Programming Interface (API)

For developers wishing to access the APl to connect to all our data sources, you can use the links below:

http://dnav.cms.gov/Service/DataNavService.svc/xml

http://dnav.cms.gov/Service/DataNavService.svc/json
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