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Agenda Item Speaker 

EHR Incentive Programs Update Beth Myers 
• New and Updated FAQs Division of Health IT Initiatives (DHIT) Center 
• 2015 First-Time Hospital Attestation for Clinical Standards and Quality (CCSQ) 

National Standards Group (NSG) Update Shana Olshan, NSG 
• ICD-10: Office of Enterprise Information (OEI) 

• 75 Days To Go 
• ICD-10 Announcement 

• HPID Public Comment Reminder 

Cypress Release Update Jean Colbert and Dave Czulada 
Contractors on behalf of the Office of the 
National Coordinator (ONC) 

Hospital Inpatient Quality Reporting (IQR) Stephanie Wilson 
Program Update Health Services Advisory Group, on behalf of 

CMS 

Joint Commission Update Patty Craig, Joint Commission 
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CMS’ New and Updated FAQs: 

Discontinuation of NIST EHR-Randomizer 
Application; Effective July 1 

Question: When reporting on the Summary of Care objective in the 
EHR Incentive Programs, how can eligible professionals and 
eligible hospitals meet measure 3 if they are unable to complete a 
test with the CMS designated test EHR (Randomizer)? 

Answer: CMS is aware of difficulties related to systems issues that 
eligible professionals, eligible hospitals, and CAHs are having in use of the 
NIST EHR-Randomizer Application to meet measure 3 of the Stage 2 
Summary of Care objective, therefore, we discontinued this option 
effective July 1, 2015. 
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CMS’ New and Updated FAQs: 

New FAQ related to reporting CQMs with a zero 
numerator and/or denominator 

Question: For the Medicare EHR Incentive Program, can I report a 
CQM with a zero result in the numerator and/or denominator? 

Answer: While we strongly encourage providers to report CQMs which 
are relevant to their patient population, zero is an acceptable result 
provided that this value was produced by certified EHR technology. 

Additional Information 
Please note that this FAQ relates to submission for the EHR Incentive 
Programs only. Reporting for credit in PQRS, IQR or another CMS quality 
reporting program may include additional requirements. To learn more, 
please visit the CMS Website. 

For more information visit the Frequently Asked Questions page on the 
CMS website. 
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http://www.cms.gov/
https://questions.cms.gov/
http://www.cms.gov/


        
   

   
     

 

 
  

 

   

 
 

Eligible Hospitals Can Attest to First Year of 
Meaningful Use in 2015 

CMS will allow hospitals participating in the EHR Incentive Programs for 
the first time in 2015 to attest to a 90-day reporting period for FY 2015 
between now and August 14, 2015. 

To begin, hospitals must: 
1.	 Register in the CMS Registration and Attestation System at: 

https://ehrincentives.cms.gov/hitech/login.action 

2.	 Contact Elizabeth Holland at: elizabeth.holland@cms.hhs.gov 

3.	 Provide the hospital name, CMS Certification Number and contact 
person information 

For more information visit the EHR Incentives Programs page on the CMS 
website. 

https://ehrincentives.cms.gov/hitech/login.action
mailto:elizabeth.holland@cms.hhs.gov
https://www.cms.gov/Regulations-and-Guidance/Legislation/EHRIncentivePrograms/index.html


   
 

Shana Olshan 

NATIONAL STANDARDS GROUP 
UPDATE 
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CMS and AMA ICD-10 Announcement
 

Visit the ICD-10 Website to read the full announcement and find 
answers to the frequently asked questions. 
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http://cms.gov/Medicare/Coding/ICD10/index.html?redirect=/ICD10


    

  

  

  

  

 

 

Comment on the HPID RFI 

Topics: 
–	 Enumeration structure outlined in the HPID final rule 

–	 Use of both HPID and Payer ID in electronic transactions 

–	 How evolving trends in health care have changed views about the 

function of the HPID 

Due by July 28, 2015. 

Learn more at the Latest News page of the CMS Administrative 
Simplification website. 

Submit comments here: 
http://www.regulations.gov/#!documentDetail;D=HHS_FRDOC_0001-0581 
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http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2012-09-05/pdf/2012-21238.pdf
http://www.cms.gov/Regulations-and-Guidance/HIPAA-Administrative-Simplification/Affordable-Care-Act/Latest-News.html
http://www.regulations.gov/#!documentDetail;D=HHS_FRDOC_0001-0581


     

 Jean Colbert and Dave Czulada Update on 
behalf of 
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Cypress Tools Release in July 2015 

■ New Versions of the Cypress eCQM Testing Tool will be 

released on Thursday, July 23rd, 2015. 

– Cypress v2.7.0 – Pretesting Version Only 

– Cypress v2.6.1 Patch Release – Replacing v2.6.0 

– Cypress Validation Utility for 2015 & 2016 Reporting 
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Cypress v2.7 Pretesting Version Only
 

■ Cypress v2.7.0, the newest version of the electronic clinical 
quality measure (eCQM) testing tool. 

■	 Cypress v2.7 supports the following 

–	 Supports 2015 eCQM Annual Update 

–	 Aligns with the May 2015 release and the June corrections of 
Eligible Hospital and Eligible Professional eCQM specifications 
published by CMS 

–	 Aligns with HL7 QRDA Category I Release 3 specification 

–	 Is not initially available for certification because the 2014 
Certification Edition only applies to the current HL7 QRDA R2 
specification. This version is a tool for testing the 2015 
measure specifications and the new QRDA R3 requirements for 
CMS submissions 

–	 Uses Measure Bundle v2.7.0 

© 2013 The MITRE Corporation. All rights Reserved. 
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Cypress v2.6.1 Patch Release 

■ Supports improvements in QRDA validation testing 

■ Will replace v2.6.0 and continue to be available for use in 
certification throughout 2015 

■ Uses Cypress v2.6.1 to pretest and certify 2014 Eligible 
Hospital and Eligible Professional eCQM packages 

■ Evaluates QRDA compliance against the HL7 QRDA Errata 
IG published in 2014 

■ Uses Measure Bundle v2.6.0 that was issued with this 
release 

© 2013 The MITRE Corporation. All rights Reserved. 
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Cypress Validation Utility for 2015 & 
2016 Reporting 

■ Separate and optional utility for testing QRDA conformance 
against the CMS QRDA Combined Implementation Guides 
(IGs) 

■ Supports both the 2015 and 2016 CMS QRDA Combined IG 
specifications 

■ Checks additional QRDA constraints required for CMS 
submission that are not tested with Cypress Certification 
which tests compliance to the base HL7 QRDA IG 

© 2013 The MITRE Corporation. All rights Reserved. 
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Hospital Inpatient Quality Reporting 

(IQR) Program Update
 

Stephanie Wilson, MBL
 
Project Lead ‒ IQR-EHR Alignment (eCQM)
 

Inpatient Value Incentives and Quality Reporting Education 

Support Contractor 
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 QRDA Implementation Guide 

Update 

The Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) would 

like to announce that new materials are available for eligible 

hospitals (EH) and critical access hospitals (CAHs) to use for 

reporting electronic clinical quality measures (eCQMs). 

These materials are accessible through the CMS eCQM 

Library page and include the following: 

•	 The 2016 CMS Quality Reporting Document 

Architecture (QRDA) Implementation Guide (IG)
 

•	 The 2016 CMS Program-Specific QRDA Schematrons 

and sample files
 

•	 The 2015 CMS QRDA Implementation Guide (IG)
 
Addendum
 

18 6/16/2015 

http://www.cms.gov/Regulations-and-Guidance/Legislation/EHRIncentivePrograms/eCQM_Library.html
http://www.cms.gov/Regulations-and-Guidance/Legislation/EHRIncentivePrograms/eCQM_Library.html


   

   

  

   

  

   

 

2016 References 

The 2016 CMS QRDA IG is to be used for calendar year 

2016 file submission. 


Applicable sections include:
 

•	 Part A:  QRDA-I Draft Standard for Trial Use (DSTU) R3 

Supplementary Implementation Guide for Eligible 

Professional Programs and Hospital Quality Reporting 

•	 Appendix: Additional QRDA-I Validation Rules for HQR 

Programs 

•	 Appendix: Change Log for 2016 CMS QRDA 

Implementation Guide to the 2015 CMS QRDA 

Implementation Guide 

19 6/16/2015 



  

 

  

 

  

2016 References (Cont’d) 

2016 CMS Program-Specific QRDA Schematron and 

sample files can be used to validate QRDA-I files that 

conform to the 2016 CMS QRDA IG. 

The following Schematron and sample files are available:
 

• QRDA-I Schematron rules for HQR 

• QRDA-I sample files for HQR programs 

20 6/16/2015 



  

 

  

2015 Addendum 

The 2015 CMS QRDA IG Addendum communicates 

changes made to the IG since it was published. 

Changes include the following: 

•	 Updates to the current CMS QRDA Implementation 

Guide that was published on July 29, 2014 

•	 Clarifications to the current CMS QRDA Implementation 

Guide that was published on July 29, 2014 

21 6/16/2015 

http://www.cms.gov/Regulations-and-Guidance/Legislation/EHRIncentivePrograms/Downloads/QRDA_EP_HQR_Guide_2015.pdf
http://www.cms.gov/Regulations-and-Guidance/Legislation/EHRIncentivePrograms/Downloads/QRDA_EP_HQR_Guide_2015.pdf
http://www.cms.gov/Regulations-and-Guidance/Legislation/EHRIncentivePrograms/Downloads/QRDA_EP_HQR_Guide_2015.pdf
http://www.cms.gov/Regulations-and-Guidance/Legislation/EHRIncentivePrograms/Downloads/QRDA_EP_HQR_Guide_2015.pdf


  
 

 
 
 

   

  

Report Update 

•	 There are errors with one Feedback category report in 
the Hospital eCQM Receiving System: 

–	 eCQM Submission and Performance Feedback Report 

•	 The issue: 
–	 The report query runs for an extended period of time and delays 

the timeliness of generating the report in the queue. As a result, 
the eCQM Submission and Performance Feedback Report has 
been disabled and is not currently available in the feedback 
category 

•	 Resolution/Workaround: 
–	 This report is available through the submission detail reports 

category 

–	 Notification will be send out when the fix is in place 

22 6/16/2015 



 

  

  

 How to Get Involved 

CMS strongly encourages vendors and hospitals to 

continue working toward the successful submission of 

eCQM data by: 

•	 Submitting test files through the CMS eCQM 

Receiving System (QualityNet Secure Portal)
 

•	 Signing-up for the Hospital Reporting EHR ListServe 

and participating in training opportunities 

www.qualitynet.org/dcs/ContentServer?pagename=Q 

netPublic/ListServe/Register 

23 6/16/2015 

http://www.qualitynet.org/dcs/ContentServer?pagename=QnetPublic/ListServe/Register


 

 

      

      

Thank You! 

• Stephanie Wilson – IQR eCQM Program Support
 
– stephanie.wilson@area-m.hcqis.org 

• eCQM General Program Questions 

– https://cms-ip.custhelp.com 

– 866.800.8765 or 844.472.4477, 7 a.m.–7 p.m. CT 

Monday–Friday (except holidays) 

This material was prepared by the Inpatient Value, Incentives, and Quality Reporting Outreach and Education Support Contractor, under 

contract with the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS), an agency of the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services. HHSM-

500-2013-13007I, FL-IQR-Ch8-06162015-02 

24 6/16/2015 

mailto:stephanie.wilson@area-m.hcqis.org
https://cms-ip.custhelp.com/


   
Patty Craig 

JOINT COMMISSION UPDATE
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