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OVERVIEW

Background

The Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) is issuing this List of Measures under Consideration (MUC) to comply
with statutory requirements?, which require the Secretary of the Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) to make publicly
available a list of certain quality and efficiency measures it is considering for adoption through rulemaking under Medicare. Among
the measures, the list includes measures we are considering that were suggested to us by the public. When organizations, such as
physician specialty societies, request that CMS consider measures, CMS evaluates the submission for inclusion on the MUC List so
that the Measure Applications Partnership (MAP), the statutorily-required? multi-stakeholder groups, can provide their input on
potential measures. Inclusion of a measure on this list does not require CMS to adopt the measure for the identified program.
Therefore, this list is likely larger than what will ultimately be adopted by CMS for optional or mandatory reporting programs in

Medicare.

CMS will continue its goal of aligning measures across programs. Measure alignment includes looking first to existing program
measures for use in new programs. Further, CMS programs must balance competing goals of establishing parsimonious measure sets,

while including sufficient measures to facilitate multi-specialty provider and supplier participation.

1 Section 1890A(a)(2) of the Social Security Act (42 U.S.C. § 1395aaa-1).
2 Section 1890A(a) of the Social Security Act (42 U.S.C. § 1395aaa-1).
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Statutory Requirement

HHS is statutorily-required? to establish a federal pre-rulemaking process for the selection of certain quality and efficiency
measures* for use by HHS. One of the steps in the pre-rulemaking process requires that HHS make publicly available, not later than
December 1 annually, a list of quality and efficiency measures HHS is considering adopting, through the federal rulemaking process,

for use in certain Medicare quality programs.

The pre-rulemaking process includes the following additional steps:

1. Providing the opportunity for multi-stakeholder groups to provide input not later than February 1 annually to HHS on the
selection of quality and efficiency measures;

2. Considering the multi-stakeholder groups' input in selecting quality and efficiency measures;

3. Publishing in the Federal Register the rationale for the use of any quality and efficiency measures that are not endorsed by the
entity with a contract under Section 1890 of the Act, which is currently the National Quality Forum (NQF)>; and

4. Assessing the quality and efficiency impact of the use of endorsed measures and making that assessment available to the
public at least every three years. (The 2012, 2015 and 2018 editions of that report and related documents are available at the

website of the CMS National Impact Assessment.)

3 Section 1890A of the Social Security Act (42 U.S.C. § 1395aaa-1).
4 As listed in Section 1890(b)(7)(B) of the Social Security Act (42 U.S.C. § 1395aaa).
5 The rationale for adopting measures not endorsed by the consensus-based entity will be published in rulemaking where such measures are proposed and

finalized.
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Fulfilling HHS’s Requirement to Make Its Measures under Consideration Publicly Available

The attached MUC List, which is compiled by CMS, will be posted on the NQF website and the CMS Pre-Rulemaking site. This

posting will satisfy an important requirement of the pre-rulemaking process by making public the quality and efficiency measures that
HHS is considering for use under Medicare. Additionally, the CMS website will indicate that the MUC list is being posted on the NQF

website.

Included Measures

This MUC List identifies the quality and efficiency measures under consideration by the Secretary of HHS for use in certain
Medicare quality programs. Measures that appear on this list but are not selected for use under the Medicare program for the
current rulemaking cycle will remain under consideration for future rulemaking cycles. They remain under consideration only for
purposes of the particular program or other use for which CMS was considering them when they were placed on the MUC List.
These measures can be selected for those previously considered purposes and programs/uses in future rulemaking cycles. This MUC
List as well as prior year MUC Lists and Measure Applications Partnership (MAP) Reports can be found at:

https://www.cms.gov/Medicare/Quality-Initiatives-Patient-Assessment-Instruments/QualityMeasures/Pre-RuleMaking.html.

Applicable Programs

The following programs that now use or will use quality and efficiency measures have been identified for inclusion on this list.

e Ambulatory Surgical Center Quality Reporting Program (ASCQR)
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e End-Stage Renal Disease Quality Incentive Program (ESRD QIP)

e Home Health Quality Reporting Program (HH QRP)

e Hospice Quality Reporting Program (HQRP)

e Hospital-Acquired Condition Reduction Program (HACRP)

e Hospital Inpatient Quality Reporting Program (HIQR)

e Hospital Outpatient Quality Reporting Program (HOQR)

e Hospital Readmissions Reduction Program (HRRP)

e Hospital Value-Based Purchasing Program (HVBP)

e Inpatient Psychiatric Facility Quality Reporting Program (IPFQR)

e Inpatient Rehabilitation Facility Quality Reporting Program (IRF QRP)
e Long-Term Care Hospital Quality Reporting Program (LTCH QRP)

e Medicare and Medicaid EHR Incentive Program for Eligible Hospitals (EHs) and Critical Access Hospitals (CAHSs)
e Medicare Shared Savings Program (SSP)

e Merit-based Incentive Payment System (MIPS)—Cost

e Merit-based Incentive Payment System (MIPS)—Quality

e Prospective Payment System (PPS)-Exempt Cancer Hospital Quality Reporting Program (PCHQR)

Skilled Nursing Facility Quality Reporting Program (SNF QRP)
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e Skilled Nursing Facility Value-Based Purchasing Program (SNF VBP)

Measures List Highlights

By publishing this list, CMS will make publicly available and seek the multi-stakeholder groups’ input on 39 measures under
consideration for use in Medicare programs. We note several important points to consider and highlight:

¢ Of the applicable programs covered by the statutory pre-rulemaking process, all programs contributed measures to this list
in 2018 except the Ambulatory Surgical Center Quality Reporting Program, the End-Stage Renal Disease Quality Incentive
Program, the Hospital-Acquired Condition Reduction Program, the Hospital Outpatient Quality Reporting Program, the
Hospital Readmissions Reduction Program, the Hospital Value-Based Purchasing Program, the Skilled Nursing Facility Value-
Based Purchasing Program, and the PPS-Exempt Cancer Hospital Quality Reporting Program.

¢ The 2018 MUC List includes measures that CMS is currently considering under Medicare. Inclusion of a measure on this list

does not require CMS to adopt the measure for the identified program.

¢ |f CMS chooses not to adopt a measure under this list in the current rulemaking cycle, the measure remains under
consideration by the Secretary and may be proposed and adopted in subsequent rulemaking cycles without being published
again as part of a future MUC list.

¢ The following components of the Department of Health and Human Services contributed to and supported CMS in publishing
a majority of measures on this list:

o Office of the Assistant Secretary for Health
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o Office of the National Coordinator for Health Information Technology

o National Institutes of Health

o Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality

o Health Resources and Services Administration

o Centers for Disease Control and Prevention

o Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration

o Office of the Assistant Secretary for Planning and Evaluation

o Indian Health Service

o Food and Drug Administration

e CMS will continue aligning measures across programs whenever possible with the goals of moving payment toward value,

improving outcomes for patients, and reducing regulatory burden for clinicians and providers through focusing everyone’s
efforts on the same quality areas. In an effort to provide a more meaningful List of Measures under Consideration, CMS
included only measures that contain adequate specifications. Measures contained on this list had to fill a quality and
efficiency measurement need and were assessed for alignment across CMS programs when applicable. To achieve this goal

of alignment across programs, measures in the 2018 MUC list were reviewed using the Meaningful Measures Framework.

Meaningful Measures

Regulatory reform and reducing regulatory burden are high priorities for CMS. To reduce the regulatory burden on the

Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services Page 8 of 127
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healthcare industry, lower health care costs, and enhance patient care, in October 2017, we launched the Meaningful Measures

Initiative.® This initiative is one component of our agency-wide Patients Over Paperwork Initiative,” which is aimed at evaluating and
streamlining regulations with a goal to reduce unnecessary burden, increase efficiencies, and improve beneficiary experience. The
Meaningful Measures Initiative is aimed at identifying the highest priority areas for quality measurement and quality improvement in
order to assess the core quality of care issues that are most vital to advancing our work to improve patient outcomes. The Meaningful
Measures Initiative represents a new approach to quality measures that will reduce the collection and reporting burden while
producing quality measurement that is more focused on meaningful outcomes.
The Meaningful Measures Framework has the following objectives:

e Address high-impact measure areas that safeguard public health;

e Patient-centered and meaningful to patients;

e Outcome-based where possible;

e Fulfill each program’s statutory requirements;

e Minimize the level of burden for health care providers;

e Significant opportunity for improvement;

e Address measure needs for population based payment through alternative payment models; and

e Align across programs and/or with other payers.

6 https://www.cms.gov/Medicare/Quality-Initiatives-Patient-Assessment-Instruments/QualitylnitiativesGenInfo/CMS-Quality-Strategy.html
7 https://www.cms.gov/Outreach-and-Education/Outreach/Partnerships/PatientsOverPaperwork.html
Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services Page 9 of 127
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In order to achieve these objectives, we have identified 19 Meaningful Measure areas and mapped them to six overarching

quality priorities as shown in Table 1.

Table 1: Meaningful Measures Framework Domains and Measure Areas

Quality Priority

Meaningful Measure Area

Make Care Safer by Reducing Harm Caused in the Delivery of
Care

Healthcare-Associated Infections

Preventable Healthcare Harm

Strengthen Person and Family Engagement as Partners in Their
Care

Care is Personalized and Aligned with Patient’s Goals

End of Life Care according to Preferences

Patient’s Experience of Care

Patient Reported Functional Outcomes

Promote Effective Communication and Coordination of Care

Medication Management

Admissions and Readmissions to Hospitals

Transfer of Health Information and Interoperability

Promote Effective Prevention and Treatment of Chronic Disease

Preventive Care

Management of Chronic Conditions

Prevention, Treatment, and Management of Mental Health

Prevention and Treatment of Opioid and Substance Use
Disorders

Risk Adjusted Mortality

Work with Communities to Promote Best Practices of Healthy
Living

Equity of Care

Community Engagement

Make Care Affordable

Appropriate Use of Healthcare

Patient-focused Episode of Care

Risk Adjusted Total Cost of Care

Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services
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By including Meaningful Measures in our programs, we believe that we can also address the following cross-cutting measure

criteria:
e Eliminating disparities;
e Tracking measurable outcomes and impact;
e Safeguarding public health;
e Achieving cost savings;

e Improving access for rural communities; and

Reducing burden.
Through the Meaningful Measures Initiative, CMS will continue to improve outcomes for patients, their families, and health

care providers while reducing burden and costs for clinicians and providers as well as promoting operational efficiencies.

How to Navigate the Document

Headings in this document have been bookmarked to facilitate navigation. The remainder of this document consists of four sections:
¢ List of Measures under Consideration (page 14) — This table contains the complete list of measures under consideration with
basic information about each measure and the programs for which the measure is being considered.
¢ Appendix A: Measure Specifications (page 31) — This table details the numerator, denominator, and exclusions for each
measure.

¢ Appendix B: Measures Rationales (page 65) — This table describes the rationale for the measure, the peer-reviewed evidence

Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services Page 11 of 127
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justifying the measure, and/or the impact the measure is anticipated to achieve.

¢ Appendix C: Measures Listed by Program (page 117) — This series of tables lists the individual programs for which each
measure is under consideration, the quality priority (or domain) associated with each measure, and the Meaningful Measure
Area as submitted. The same measure may be under consideration for more than one CMS program.

Each table is preceded by a legend defining the contents of the columns. For more information, please contact Brendan Loughran at
Brendan.Loughran@cms.hhs.gov or Helen Dollar-Maples at Helen.Dollar-Maples@cms.hhs.gov.

Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services Page 12 of 127
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NUMBER OF MEASURES UNDER CONSIDERATION BY PROGRAM?

Number of Measures
CMS Program under Consideration

Ambulatory Surgical Center Quality Reporting Program

End-Stage Renal Disease Quality Incentive Program

Home Health Quality Reporting Program

Hospice Quality Reporting Program

Hospital-Acquired Condition Reduction Program

Hospital Inpatient Quality Reporting Program

Hospital Outpatient Quality Reporting Program

Hospital Readmissions Reduction Program

Hospital Value-Based Purchasing Program

Inpatient Psychiatric Facility Quality Reporting Program

Inpatient Rehabilitation Facility Quality Reporting Program

Long-Term Care Hospital Quality Reporting Program

Medicare and Medicaid EHR Incentive Program for Eligible Hospitals and Critical Access Hospitals

Medicare Shared Savings Program

Merit-based Incentive Payment System —Cost

Merit-based Incentive Payment System—Quality

Prospective Payment System-Exempt Cancer Hospital Quality Reporting Program

Skilled Nursing Facility Quality Reporting Program

Skilled Nursing Facility Value-Based Purchasing Program

U W NDNDNPFE OOOWOERF,LNODO

=
w

O N -

8 . . .
A single measure may be under consideration for more than one program.
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LIST OF MEASURES UNDER CONSIDERATION

Legend for List of Measures under Consideration

MUC ID: Gives users an identifier to refer to a unique measure. The “MUC18-" prefix is intended to aid future researchers in

distinguishing among measures considered in different years.
Measure Title: The title of the measure.

Description: Gives users more detailed information about the measure, such as medical conditions to be measured, particular

outcomes or results that could or should/should not result from the care and patient populations.
Measure Type: Refers to the domain of quality that a measure assesses:

¢ Composite: A combination of two or more component measures, each of which individually reflects quality of care, into a
single quality measure with a single score.

¢ Cost/Resource Use: A count of the frequency of units of defined health system services or resources; some mayfurther

apply a dollar amount (e.g., allowable charges, paid amounts, or standardized prices) to each unit of resource use.
¢ Efficiency: Refers to a relationship between a specific level of quality of health care provided and the resources usedto

provide that care.
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¢ Intermediate Outcome: Refers to a change produced by a health care intervention that leads to a longer-term outcome (e.g.,

a reduction in blood pressure is an intermediate outcome that leads to a reduction in the risk of longer-term outcomes such
as cardiac infarction or stroke).

¢ Outcome: The health status of a patient (or change in health status) resulting from healthcare, which can be desirable or
adverse.

¢ Patient Reported Qutcome: Refers to a measure of a patient's feelings or what they are able to do as they are dealing with

diseases or conditions. These types of measures may include Patient Reported Outcome Measures (PROMs) and
Patient Reported Outcome-Based Performance Measures (PRO-PMs).

¢ Process: A healthcare service provided to, or on behalf of, a patient. This may include, but is not limited to, measures that
address adherence to recommendations for clinical practice based on evidence or consensus.

¢ Structure: Features of a healthcare organization or clinician relevant to the capacity to provide healthcare. This may include,
but is not limited to, measures that address health IT infrastructure, provider capacity, systems, and other healthcare

infrastructure supports.

Measure Steward: Refers to the party responsible for updating and maintaining a measure.

CMS Program(s): Refers to the applicable Medicare program(s) that may adopt the measure through rulemaking in the future.

Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services Page 15 of 127
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‘ Measure Title

List of Measures under Consideration for December 1, 2018

Measure Steward

CMS Program(s)

Description

Measure Type

MUC18- |Time to surgery for |Percentage of patients (65 years and older) who | Process American MIPS-Quality
31 elderly hip fracture | present to the emergency department with a Academy of
patients hip fracture receive surgical intervention within Orthopaedic
48 hours of admission to the hospital. Surgeons
MUC18- | Discouraging the Percentage of patients who underwent carpal Process American MIPS-Quality
32 routine use of tunnel release surgery who were not prescribed Academy of
occupational and/or | postoperative hand, occupational, or physical Orthopaedic
physical therapy therapy within 6 weeks of surgery Surgeons
after carpal tunnel
release
MUC18- |International Percentage of patients with an office visit within | Patient Reported Large Urology MIPS-Quality
38 Prostate Symptom | the measurement period and with a new Outcome Group Practice
Score (IPSS) or diagnosis of clinically significant Benign Prostatic Association and
American Urological | Hyperplasia who have International Prostate Oregon Urology
Association- Symptoms Score (IPSS) or American Urological Institute
Symptom Index Association Symptom Index (AUA-SI)
(AUA-SI) change 6- | documented at time of diagnosis and again 6-12
12 months after months later with an improvement of 3 points.
diagnosis of Benign
Prostatic
Hyperplasia
MUC18- | Multimodal Pain Percentage of patients, regardless of age, Process American Society | MIPS-Quality
47 Management undergoing selected elective surgical of
procedures that were managed with multimodal Anesthesiologists
pain medicine.
MUC18- | Potential Opioid Percentage of patients aged 18 years or older Process Centers for MIPS-Quality
48 Overuse who receive opioid therapy for 90 days or longer Medicare &
and are prescribed a 90 milligram or larger Medicaid Services
morphine equivalent daily dose
MUC18- |Cesarean Birth Nulliparous women with a term, singleton baby | Outcome The Joint HIQR; EHR
52 in a vertex position delivered by cesarean birth. Commission Incentive/EH/CAH

Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services
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MUC18-
57

Measure Title
Annual Wellness
Assessment:
Preventive Care

Description
Percentage of patients 65 years of age and older
with an Annual Wellness Visit who received age-
and sex-appropriate preventive services. This
measure is a composite of seven component
measures that are based on recommendations
for preventive care by the USPSTF, ACIP, and
AGS.

Measure Type
Composite

Measure Steward
Centers for
Medicare &
Medicaid Services

CMS Program(s)
MIPS-Quality

MUC18-
62

Adult Immunization
Status

Percentage of members 19 years of age and
older who are up-to-date on recommended
routine vaccines for influenza; tetanus and
diphtheria (Td) or tetanus, diphtheria and
acellular pertussis (Tdap); zoster; and
pneumococcal.

Composite

National
Committee for
Quality Assurance

MIPS-Quality;
MSSP

MUC18-
63

Functional Status
Change for Patients
with Neck
Impairments

This is a patient-reported outcome performance
measure (PRO-PM) consisting of a patient-
reported outcome measure (PROM) of risk-
adjusted change in functional status (FS) for
patients aged 14+ with neck impairments. The
change in FS is assessed using the Neck FS
PROM.* The measure is risk-adjusted to patient
characteristics known to be associated with FS
outcomes. It is used as a performance measure
at the patient, individual clinician, and clinic
levels to assess quality.

*The Neck FS PROM is an item-response theory-
based computer adaptive test (CAT). In addition
to the CAT version, which provides for reduced
patient response burden, it is available as a 10-
item short form (static/paper-pencil).

Patient Reported
Outcome

Focus on
Therapeutic
Outcomes

MIPS-Quality

MUC18-
77

Use of Opioids from
Multiple Providers
in Persons Without
Cancer

The rate (XX out of 1,000) of individuals without
cancer receiving prescriptions for opioids from
four (4) or more prescribers AND four (4) or
more pharmacies.

Process

Pharmacy Quality
Alliance

MSSP

Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services
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Measure Title

Description

Measure Type

Measure Steward

CMS Program(s)

MUC18- | Use of Opioids at The rate (XX out of 1,000) of individuals without | Process Pharmacy Quality | MSSP
78 High Dosage in cancer receiving prescriptions for opioids with a Alliance
Persons Without daily dosage greater than 120 mg morphine
Cancer equivalent dose (MED) for 90 consecutive days
or longer.
MUC18- | Use of Opioids from | The rate (XX of 1,000) of individuals without Process Pharmacy Quality | MSSP
79 Multiple Providers | cancer receiving prescriptions for opioids with a Alliance
and at High Dosage | daily dosage greater than 120 mg morphine
in Persons Without |equivalent dose (MED) for 90 consecutive days
Cancer or longer, AND who received opioid
prescriptions from four (4) or more prescribers
AND four (4) or more pharmacies.
MUC18- | Transitions from This measure will estimate the risk-adjusted rate | Outcome Centers for HQRP
101 Hospice Care, of transitions from hospice care, followed by Medicare &
Followed by Death | death within 30 days or acute care use within 7 Medicaid Services
or Acute Care days. The measure is risk adjusted to “level the
playing field” to allow comparison based on
patients with similar characteristics between
hospices.
The goal of this risk-adjusted measure is to
identify hospices that have notably higher rates
of negative outcomes, including patient death or
acute care following live discharges, when
compared to their peers.
MUC18- | Initial opioid Composite score indicating compliance with five | Composite OptumLabs MSSP
106 prescription measurable CDC opioid prescribing guidelines.
compliant with CDC | The denominator includes new opioid
recommendations prescriptions in the measurement year. The
numerator includes new opioid prescriptions
that are compliant on all 5 CDC indicators.
Higher is better on this measure.

Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services
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MUC18-
107

Measure Title
Hospital Harm -
Pressure Injury

Description
This measure assesses the rate at which new
hospital-acquired pressure injuries occur during
an acute-care hospitalization.
It assesses the proportion of encounters with a
newly developed stage 2, stage 3, stage 4, deep
tissue pressure injury or unstageable pressure
injury during hospitalization.

Measure Type

Outcome

CMS Program(s)
HIQR; EHR
Incentive/EH/CAH

Measure Steward
Centers for
Medicare &
Medicaid Services

MUC18-
108

Medication
Reconciliation on
Admission

The measure assesses whether critical elements
of the medication reconciliation process are
completed at the beginning of an inpatient
hospitalization. It assesses the percentage of
patients for whom a designated prior to
admission (PTA) medication list was generated
by referencing one or more external sources of
PTA medications and for which all PTA
medications have a documented reconciliation
action by the end of Day 2 of the hospitalization
when the admission is Day 0.

Process

Centers for
Medicare &
Medicaid Services

IPFQR

MUC18-
109

Hospital Harm -
Hypoglycemia

This measure assesses the rate at which severe
hypoglycemia events caused by hospital
administration of medications occur in the acute
care hospital setting.

It assesses the proportion of patients who had
an antihyperglycemic medication given within
the 24 hours prior to the harm event; AND a lab
test for glucose with a result of low glucose (less
than 40 mg/dL); AND no subsequent lab test for
glucose with a result greater than 80 mg/dL
within five minutes of the low glucose result.
This measure only counts one severe
hypoglycemia event per patient admission.

Outcome

HIQR; EHR
Incentive/EH/CAH

Centers for
Medicare &
Medicaid Services

Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services
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procedure for Medicare beneficiaries. This
procedural episode captures patients who
undergo a femoral or inguinal hernia repair
procedure. The measure evaluates a clinician’s
risk-adjusted cost for the episode group by
averaging it across all episodes attributed to the
clinician during the performance period. The
cost of each episode is the sum of the cost to
Medicare for assigned services performed by
the attributed clinician and other healthcare
providers during the episode window.

Medicaid Services

Measure Title Description Measure Type Measure Steward | CMS Program(s)
MUC18- | Inpatient Chronic The Inpatient Chronic Obstructive Pulmonary Cost/Resource Use | Centers for MIPS-Cost
115 Obstructive Disease (COPD) Exacerbation Measure is meant Medicare &
Pulmonary Disease | to apply to clinicians who manage the inpatient Medicaid Services
(CoPD) care of Medicare beneficiaries hospitalized for
Exacerbation exacerbation of COPD. This acute episode
captures patients hospitalized for an
exacerbation of COPD. The measure evaluates a
clinician’s risk-adjusted cost for the episode
group by averaging it across all episodes
attributed to the clinician during the
performance period. The cost of each episode is
the sum of the cost to Medicare for assigned
services performed by the attributed clinician
and other healthcare providers during the
episode window.
MUC18- | Femoral or Inguinal | The Femoral or Inguinal Hernia Repair Measure | Cost/Resource Use | Centers for MIPS-Cost
116 Hernia Repair is meant to apply to clinicians who perform this Medicare &

Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services
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MUC18-
117

Measure Title
Lumbar Spine
Fusion for
Degenerative
Disease, 1-3 Levels

Description
The Lumbar Spine Fusion for Degenerative
Disease, 1-3 Levels Measure is meant to apply to
clinicians who perform this procedure for
Medicare beneficiaries. This procedural episode
captures patients who undergo a lumbar spinal
fusion surgery. The measure evaluates a
clinician’s risk-adjusted cost for the episode
group by averaging it across all episodes
attributed to the clinician during the
performance period. The cost of each episode is
the sum of the cost to Medicare for assigned
services performed by the attributed clinician
and other healthcare providers during the
episode window.

Measure Type
Cost/Resource Use

Measure Steward
Centers for
Medicare &
Medicaid Services

CMS Program(s)
MIPS-Cost

MUC18-
119

Psychoses/Related
Conditions

The Psychoses/Related Conditions Measure is
meant to apply to clinicians who manage the
inpatient care of Medicare beneficiaries
hospitalized with these conditions. This acute
episode captures patients who are treated for
psychoses and related conditions. The measure
evaluates a clinician’s risk-adjusted cost for the
episode group by averaging it across all episodes
attributed to the clinician during the
performance period. The cost of each episode is
the sum of the cost to Medicare for assigned
services performed by the attributed clinician
and other healthcare providers during the
episode window.

Cost/Resource Use

Centers for
Medicare &
Medicaid Services

MIPS-Cost

Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services
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MUC18-
120

Measure Title
Lumpectomy,
Partial Mastectomy,
Simple Mastectomy

Description
The Lumpectomy, Partial Mastectomy, Simple
Mastectomy Measure is meant to apply to
clinicians who perform these procedures for
Medicare beneficiaries. This procedural episode
captures patients who receive surgical
treatment for breast cancer. The measure
evaluates a clinician’s risk-adjusted cost for the
episode group by averaging it across all episodes
attributed to the clinician during the
performance period. The cost of each episode is
the sum of the cost to Medicare for assigned
services performed by the attributed clinician
and other healthcare providers during the
episode window.

Measure Type
Cost/Resource Use

Measure Steward

Centers for
Medicare &
Medicaid Services

CMS Program(s)
MIPS-Cost

MUC18-
121

Acute Kidney Injury
Requiring New
Inpatient Dialysis

The Acute Kidney Injury (AKI) Requiring New
Inpatient Dialysis Measure is meant to apply to
clinicians who supervise dialysis procedures for
AKI Medicare beneficiaries. This acute episode
captures patients previously not dependent on
dialysis who undergo AKI dialysis. The measure
evaluates a clinician’s risk-adjusted cost for the
episode group by averaging it across all episodes
attributed to the clinician during the
performance period. The cost of each episode is
the sum of the cost to Medicare for assigned
services performed by the attributed clinician
and other healthcare providers during the
episode window.

Cost/Resource Use

Centers for
Medicare &
Medicaid Services

MIPS-Cost

Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services
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Description

Measure Type
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Measure Steward | CMS Program(s)

MUC18-
122

Lower
Gastrointestinal
Hemorrhage

The Lower Gastrointestinal Hemorrhage
Measure is meant to apply to clinicians who
manage the inpatient care of Medicare
beneficiaries hospitalized for acute lower
gastrointestinal hemorrhage. This acute episode
captures patients hospitalized for acute lower
gastrointestinal hemorrhage. The measure
evaluates a clinician’s risk-adjusted cost for the
episode group by averaging it across all episodes
attributed to the clinician during the
performance period. The cost of each episode is
the sum of the cost to Medicare for assigned
services performed by the attributed clinician
and other healthcare providers during the
episode window.

Cost/Resource Use | Centers for

MIPS-Cost

Medicare &
Medicaid Services

MUC18-
123

Renal or Ureteral
Stone Surgical
Treatment

The Renal or Ureteral Stone Surgical Treatment
Measure is meant to apply to clinicians who
perform this procedure for Medicare
beneficiaries. This procedural episode captures
patients who receive surgical treatment for
renal or ureteral stones. The measure evaluates
a clinician’s risk-adjusted cost for the episode
group by averaging it across all episodes
attributed to the clinician during the
performance period. The cost of each episode is
the sum of the cost to Medicare for assigned
services performed by the attributed clinician
and other healthcare providers during the
episode window.

Cost/Resource Use | Centers for

MIPS-Cost
Medicare &
Medicaid Services

Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services
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Measure Type

Measure Steward

CMS Program(s)

MUC18-
126

Hemodialysis Access
Creation

The Hemodialysis Access Creation Measure is
meant to apply to clinicians who perform this
procedure for Medicare beneficiaries. This
procedural episode captures patients who
undergo a procedure for the creation of access
for long-term hemodialysis. The measure
evaluates a clinician’s risk-adjusted cost for the
episode group by averaging it across all episodes
attributed to the clinician during the
performance period. The cost of each episode is
the sum of the cost to Medicare for assigned
services performed by the attributed clinician
and other healthcare providers during the
episode window.

Cost/Resource Use

Centers for
Medicare &
Medicaid Services

MIPS-Cost

MUC18-
131

Transfer of Health
Information to
Provider—Post-
Acute Care

The purpose of this measure is to assess for and
report on the timely transfer of health
information when a patient is discharged from
their current setting of care. For this measure,
the timely transfer of health information
specifically assesses for the transfer of the
patient’s current reconciled medication list.
This process measure calculates the proportion
of patient/resident stays or quality episodes
with a discharge/transfer assessment indicating
that a current reconciled medication list was
provided to the subsequent provider at the time
of discharge/transfer.

Process

Centers for
Medicare &
Medicaid Services

HH QRP

Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services
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Description
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Measure Type

Measure Steward

CMS Program(s)

MUC18-
132

Transfer of Health
Information to
Provider—Post-
Acute Care

The purpose of this measure is to assess for and
report on the timely transfer of health
information when a patient is discharged from
their current setting of care. For this measure,
the timely transfer of health information
specifically assesses for the transfer of the
patient’s current reconciled medication list.
This process measure calculates the proportion
of patient/resident stays or quality episodes
with a discharge/transfer assessment indicating
that a current reconciled medication list was
provided to the subsequent provider at the time
of discharge/transfer.

Process

Centers for
Medicare &
Medicaid Services

IRF QRP

MUC18-
133

Transfer of Health
Information to
Provider—Post-
Acute Care

The purpose of this measure is to assess for and
report on the timely transfer of health
information when a patient is discharged from
their current setting of care. For this measure,
the timely transfer of health information
specifically assesses for the transfer of the
patient’s current reconciled medication list.
This process measure calculates the proportion
of patient/resident stays or quality episodes
with a discharge/transfer assessment indicating
that a current reconciled medication list was
provided to the subsequent provider at the time
of discharge/transfer.

Process

Centers for
Medicare &
Medicaid Services

LTCH QRP

Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services
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Description
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Measure Type

Measure Steward

CMS Program(s)

MUC18-
135

Transfer of Health
Information to
Patient—Post-Acute
Care

The purpose of this measure is to assess for and
report on the timely transfer of health
information when a patient is discharged from
their current setting of care. For this measure,
the timely transfer of health information
specifically assesses for the transfer of the
patient’s current reconciled medication list.
This process measure calculates the proportion
of patient/resident stays or quality episodes
with a discharge/transfer assessment indicating
that a current reconciled medication list was
provided to the patient, family and/or caregiver
at the time of discharge/transfer.

Process

Centers for
Medicare &
Medicaid Services

HH QRP

MUC18-
136

Transfer of Health
Information to
Provider—Post-
Acute Care

The purpose of this measure is to assess for and
report on the timely transfer of health
information when a patient is discharged from
their current setting of care. For this measure,
the timely transfer of health information
specifically assesses for the transfer of the
patient’s current reconciled medication list.
This process measure calculates the proportion
of patient/resident stays or quality episodes
with a discharge/transfer assessment indicating
that a current reconciled medication list was
provided to the subsequent provider at the time
of discharge/transfer.

Process

Centers for
Medicare &
Medicaid Services

SNF QRP

Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services
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Measure Type

Measure Steward

CMS Program(s)

MUC18-
137

Elective Primary Hip
Arthroplasty

The Elective Primary Hip Arthroplasty Measure
is meant to apply to clinicians who perform this
procedure for Medicare beneficiaries. This
procedural episode captures patients who
undergo elective primary hip arthroplasty. The
measure evaluates a clinician’s risk-adjusted
cost for the episode group by averaging it across
all episodes attributed to the clinician during the
performance period. The cost of each episode is
the sum of the cost to Medicare for assigned
services performed by the attributed clinician
and other healthcare providers during the
episode window.

Cost/Resource Use

Centers for
Medicare &
Medicaid Services

MIPS-Cost

MUC18-
138

Transfer of Health
Information to
Patient—Post-Acute
Care

The purpose of this measure is to assess for and
report on the timely transfer of health
information when a patient is discharged from
their current setting of care. For this measure,
the timely transfer of health information
specifically assesses for the transfer of the
patient’s current reconciled medication list.
This process measure calculates the proportion
of patient/resident stays or quality episodes
with a discharge/transfer assessment indicating
that a current reconciled medication list was
provided to the patient, family or caregiver at
the time of discharge/transfer.

Process

Centers for
Medicare &
Medicaid Services

SNF QRP

Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services
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Bypass Graft (CABG)

who perform this procedure for Medicare
beneficiaries. This procedural episode captures
patients who undergo a CABG procedure. The
measure evaluates a clinician’s risk-adjusted
cost for the episode group by averaging it across
all episodes attributed to the clinician during the
performance period. The cost of each episode is
the sum of the cost to Medicare for assigned
services performed by the attributed clinician
and other healthcare providers during the
episode window.

Medicaid Services

Measure Title Description Measure Type Measure Steward | CMS Program(s)
MUC18- |Transfer of Health | The purpose of this measure is to assess for and | Process Centers for IRF QRP
139 Information to report on the timely transfer of health Medicare &
Patient—Post-Acute | information when a patient is discharged from Medicaid Services
Care their current setting of care. For this measure,
the timely transfer of health information
specifically assesses for the transfer of the
patient’s current reconciled medication list.
This process measure calculates the proportion
of patient/resident stays or quality episodes
with a discharge/transfer assessment indicating
that a current reconciled medication list was
provided to the patient, family, or caregiver at
the time of discharge/transfer.
MUC18- | Non-Emergent The Non-Emergent Coronary Artery Bypass Graft | Cost/Resource Use | Centers for MIPS-Cost
140 Coronary Artery (CABG) Measure is meant to apply to clinicians Medicare &

Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services
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MUC18-
141

Measure Title
Transfer of Health
Information to
Patient—Post-Acute
Care

Description
The purpose of this measure is to assess for and
report on the timely transfer of health
information when a patient is discharged from
their current setting of care. For this measure,
the timely transfer of health information
specifically assesses for the transfer of the
patient’s current reconciled medication list.
This process measure calculates the proportion
of patient/resident stays or quality episodes
with a discharge/transfer assessment indicating
that a current reconciled medication list was
provided to the patient, family or caregiver at
the time of discharge/transfer.

Measure Type

Process

Measure Steward
Centers for
Medicare &
Medicaid Services

CMS Program(s)
LTCH QRP

MUC18-
148

Medicare Spending
Per Beneficiary
(MSPB) clinician
measure

MSPB is a payment-standardized, risk-adjusted
cost measure focused on clinicians (TIN-NPIs) /
clinician groups (TINs) providing care at acute
inpatient hospitals. The measure is an average
of risk-adjusted costs across all episodes. Each
MSPB episode has a window spanning from
three days prior to the index inpatient
admission through 30 days after discharge. The
measure attributes all Medicare Part Aand B
costs occurring in the episode window to the
clinician(s) responsible for care, as identified for
medical MS-DRGs through the use of an E&M
threshold and for surgical MS-DRGs by
identification of the physician performing the
core procedure of the stay.

Cost/Resource Use

Centers for MIPS-Cost
Medicare &

Medicaid Services

Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services
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Measure Type

Measure Steward

CMS Program(s)

MUC18-
149

Total Per Capita
Cost

The Total Per Capita Cost (TPCC) measureis a
payment-standardized, risk-adjusted, and
specialty-adjusted cost measure focused on
clinicians/clinician groups performing primary
care services. The measure is an average of per
capita costs (with the previously mentioned
adjustments applied) across all attributed
beneficiaries. The measure includes all Medicare
Part A and B costs across all attributed
beneficiaries.

Cost/Resource Use

Centers for
Medicare &
Medicaid Services

MIPS-Cost

MUC18-
150

Surgical Treatment
Complications for
Localized Prostate
Cancer

This measure analyzes hospital/facility-level
variation in patient-relevant outcomes during
the year after prostate-directed surgery.
Specifically, the measure uses claims to identify
urinary incontinence and erectile dysfunction
among patients undergoing localized prostate
cancer surgery and uses this information to
derive hospital-specific rates. Those outcomes
are rescaled to a 0-100 scale, with O=worst and
100=best.

Outcome

Dana-Farber
Cancer Institute
and Alliance of
Dedicated Cancer
Centers

PCHQR

Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services
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APPENDIX A: MEASURE SPECIFICATIONS

Table Legend for Measure Specifications.

MUC ID: Gives users an identifier to refer to a unique measure.
Measure Title: The title of the measure.

Numerator: The numerator reflects the subset of patients in the denominator for whom a particular service has been provided or

for whom a particular outcome has been achieved.

Denominator: The lower part of a fraction used to calculate a rate, proportion, or ratio. The denominator is associated with a given

patient population that may be counted as eligible to meet a measure’s inclusion requirements.

Exclusions: Exclusions are patients included in an initial population for whom there are valid reasons a process or outcome of care
has not occurred. These cases are removed from the denominator. When clinical judgment is allowed, these are referred to as
“exceptions.” Denominator exceptions fall into three general categories: medical reasons, patients’ reasons, and system reasons.

Exceptions must be captured in a way that they could be reported separately.

Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services Page 31 of 127
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Exclusions

MUCID Measure Title ‘ Numerator

MUC18-
31

Time to surgery
for elderly hip
fracture patients

Number of patients in the
denominator who are operated on
within 48 hours of admission to the
hospital.

Numerator Criteria (Eligible Cases):
CPT: 27235, 27236, 27244, 27245,
27248, 27254, 27269

Denominator

Number of patients age 65 or

older admitted to the
hospital with a low energy
hip fracture

Denominator Criteria (Eligible
Cases):

ICD-10-CM: S72.00, S72.001,
$72.002, S72.009, S72.01,
$72.011, S72.012, 572.019,
$§72.02,S72.03,572.032,
§72.033,572.034, S72.035,
§72.036, S72.04, S72.041,
§72.042,S72.043, S72.044,
§72.045, S72.046, S72.05,
§72.051, S72.052, S72.059,
§72.060, S72.09, S72.091,
§72.092, S72.099, S72.136,
§72.14,572.141, S72.143,
§72.144, S72.145, S72.1346,
§72.2,572.21,572.22,572.23,
§72.24,S572.25,572.26

OR

ICD-9-CM: 820.8, 820,
820.02, 820.03, 820.09,
820.2, 820.21, 820.22

Patients that can be classified as
having the following: non-
operative fractures, multiple
injuries, periprosthetic fracture,
high energy trauma, and or meet
local criteria for multiple trauma
designation

Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services
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MUC ID ‘ Measure Title ‘
MUC18- Discouraging the
32 routine use of
occupational
and/or physical
therapy after
carpal tunnel
release

Numerator
Number of patients who
underwent carpal tunnel release
and did not receive postoperative
hand, physical therapy (low,
moderate, or high complexity) or
occupational therapy (low,
moderate, or high complexity)
within 6 weeks (42 days) of carpal
tunnel release
Numerator Criteria (Eligible Cases):
Patient encounter (CPT): 64721 or
29848
AND
No patient encounter for
postoperative hand, physical
therapy (low, moderate, or high
complexity) within 6 weeks (42

days) of carpal tunnel release (CPT):

97161, 97162, 97163

AND

No patient encounter for
postoperative hand occupational
therapy (low, moderate, or high
complexity) within 6 weeks (42

days) of carpal tunnel release (CPT):

97165, 97166, 97167

Note: Code change implemented
2015, for data prior to 2015 CPT
codes for 97161, 97162, 97163 is
equivalent to 97001 (PT) and codes
97165, 97166, 97167 is equivalent
to 97003 (OT).

List of Measures under Consideration for December 1, 2018

Denominator
Number of patients who
underwent carpal tunnel
release
Denominator Criteria (Eligible
Cases):

Patient encounter (CPT):
64721 or 29848

None

Exclusions ‘

Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services
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MUCID
MUC18-
38

Measure Title
International
Prostate
Symptom Score
(IPSS) or
American
Urological
Association-
Symptom Index
(AUA-SI) change
6-12 months
after diagnosis of
Benign Prostatic
Hyperplasia

Numerator
Patients with a documented

improvement of at least 3 points in
their urinary symptom score during

the measurement period.

Denominator
Equals Initial Population.
Initial population is:
Male patients newly
diagnosed with benign
prostatic hyperplasia, that
have a urinary symptom
score (USS) within 1 month of
initial diagnosis. If more than
one USS in the initial one
month, then the first USS
counts. The patient must
have a USS again at 6-12
months and if more than on
USS in this time frame, then
the last USS counts. The
patient must have an office
visit during the measurement
period.

Exclusions
Urinary retention within 1 year of
BPH diagnosis
BPH diagnosis during
hospitalization or within 30 days
of hospitalization
Morbid obesity (BMI>40) during
measurement period

Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services
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MUC18-
47

Multimodal Pain
Management

Numerator
Patients for whom multimodal pain
management is administered in the
perioperative period from six hours
prior to anesthesia start time until
discharged from the postanesthesia
care unit.

Numerator Definition: Multimodal
pain management is defined as the
use of two or more drugs and/or
interventions, NOT including
systemic opioids, that act by
different mechanisms for providing
analgesia. These drugs and/or
interventions can be administered
via the same route or by different
routes. Opioids may be
administered for pain relief when
indicated but will not count
towards this measure.

Numerator note: Documentation of
qualifying medications or
interventions provided from six
hours prior to anesthesia start time
through PACU discharge count
toward meeting the numerator.

List of Measures under Consideration for December 1, 2018

Denominator
Patients, regardless of age,
who undergo selected
elective surgical procedures

Exclusions
Denominator Exception:
Documented allergy to multiple
classes of analgesics

MUC18-
48

Potential Opioid
Overuse

Patients with an average daily
dosage of 90 morphine milligram
equivalents (MME) or greater,
prescribed during the
measurement period

Patients 18 years of age and
older prescribed a 90 day or
longer supply of opioids and
who have a visit during the
measurement period

Patients with an active diagnosis
of cancer or sickle cell disease, or
who have an order for hospice or
palliative care treatment during
the measurement period

Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services
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Measure Title

Numerator
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Denominator

Exclusions

Preventive Care

the 12 months before or during a
Medicare Annual Wellness Visit
(AWV)

Numerator 2: Patients who were
screened for depression during the
AWV or in the 12 months before
(during an encounter) using an age-
appropriate standardized tool
Numerator 3: Patients who
received an influenza immunization
OR who reported previous receipt
of an influenza immunization in the
153 days before the start of the
measurement period (August 1) to
the end of the most recent flu
season (March 31)

Numerator 4: Patients who have
ever received a pneumococcal
vaccination before the end of the
measurement period

Numerator 5: Women who had one
or more mammograms during the
measurement period, or in the 15
months prior to the measurement
period

Numerator 6: Patients with one or
more screenings for colorectal
cancer. Appropriate screenings are
defined by any one of the following

an AWV during the
measurement period.
Denominator 2: Patients 65
years of age and older with
an AWV during the
measurement period.
Denominator 3: Patients 65
years of age and older with
an AWV during the
measurement period, with an
encounter from October 1 of
the year before the
measurement period to
March 31 of the
measurement period.
Denominator 4: Patients 65
years of age and older with
an AWV during the
measurement period.
Denominator 5: Female
patients 65 to 74 years of age
during the measurement
period, with an AWV during
the measurement period.
Denominator 6: Patients age
65 to 75 years of age, with an
AWV during the
measurement period.
Denominator 7: Female

MUC18- Cesarean Birth Patients with cesarean births. Nulliparous patients Patients with abnormal

52 delivered of a live term presentations or single stillbirth
singleton newborn greater during the encounter, or patients
than or equal to 37 weeks' with multiple gestations recorded
gestation. less than or equal to 42 weeks

prior to the end of the encounter.
MUC18- Annual Wellness Numerator 1: Patients who were Denominator 1: Patients 65 Denominator Exclusion
57 Assessment: screened for fall risk at least once in years of age and older with Population 1: Patients whose

hospice care overlaps the 12
months before or during the
AWV.

Patients who were assessed to be
non-ambulatory in the 12 months
before or during the AWV.
Denominator Exclusion
Population 2: Patients with an
active diagnosis of depression or
bipolar disorder that starts
before start of and overlaps the
AWV.

Denominator Exception
Population 2: Patient refusal or
medical reasons for not
completing a depression
screening in the 12 months
before or during the AWV.
Denominator Exclusion
Population 3: None

Denominator Exceptions
Population 3: Documentation of
medical reasons (e.g., patient
allergy, other medical reasons),
patient reasons (e.g., patient
declined, other patient reasons),
and system reasons (e.g., vaccine
not available, other system
reasons) for not receiving

Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services

Page 36 of 127




MUCID

Measure Title

Numerator
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Denominator

Exclusions

MUC18- Annual Wellness

57 Assessment:

(cont’d) Preventive Care
(cont’d)

criteria:

- Colonoscopy during the
measurement period or the nine
years prior to the measurement
period

- Flexible sigmoidoscopy during the
measurement period or the four
years prior to the measurement
period

- Fecal occult blood test (FOBT)
during the measurement period

- FIT-DNA during the measurement
period or the two years prior to the
measurement period

- CT colonography during the
measurement period or the four
years prior to the measurement
period

Numerator 7: Female patients who
have ever received a central (that
is, hip or spine) DXA scan before
the end of the measurement period

patients 65 to 85 years of
age, with an AWV during the
measurement period.

influenza immunization in the
153 days before the start of the
measurement period (August 1)
to the end of the most recent flu
season (March 31).
Documentation of an active
allergy any time before the end
of the most recent flu season.
Denominator Exclusion
Population 4: Patients whose
hospice care overlaps the
measurement period.
Denominator Exclusion
Population 5: Patients who had a
bilateral mastectomy or who
have a history of a bilateral
mastectomy or for whom there is
evidence of a right and a left
unilateral mastectomy. Patients
whose hospice care overlaps the
measurement period.
Denominator Exclusion
Population 6: Patients with a
diagnosis or past history of total
colectomy or colorectal cancer.
Patients whose hospice care
overlaps the measurement
period.

Denominator Exclusion
Population 7: Patients with a
diagnosis of osteoporosis at the
time of the AWV.

Patients whose hospice care
overlaps the measurement
period.

Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services

Page 37 of 127




MUCID

Measure Title
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Denominator

Exclusions

MUC18-
62

Adult
Immunization
Status

Numerator 1 (N1): Members in
Denominator 1 (D1) who received
an influenza vaccine on or between
July 1 of the year prior to the
measurement period and June 30
of the measurement period.

N2: Members in D2 who received
at least 1 Td vaccine or 1 Tdap
vaccine between 9 years prior to
the start of the measurement
period and the end of the
measurement period.

N3: Members in D3 who received
at least 1 dose of the herpes zoster
live vaccine or 2 doses of the
herpes zoster recombinant vaccine
anytime on or after the members
50th birthday.

N4: Members in D4 who were
administered both the 13-valent
pneumococcal conjugate vaccine
and the 23-valent pneumococcal
polysaccharide vaccine at least 12
months apart, with the first
occurrence after the age of 60.

N5: The actual number of required
immunizations administered to
members in D5.

Denominator 1: Members
age 19 and older at the start
of the measurement period.
Denominator 2: Members
age 19 and older at the start
of the measurement period.
Denominator 3: Members
age 50 and older at the start
of the measurement period.
Denominator 4: Members
age 66 and older at the start
of the measurement period.
Denominator 5: The total
number of possible
immunizations required for
members age 19 and older
determined by their age at
the start of the measurement
period.

Members with any of the
following:

- Prior anaphylactic reaction to
the vaccine or its components
any time during or before the
measurement period.

- History of encephalopathy
within seven days after a
previous dose of a Td-containing
vaccine.

- Active chemotherapy during the
measurement period.

- Bone marrow transplant during
the measurement period.

- History of
immunocompromising
conditions, cochlear implants,
anatomic or functional asplenia,
sickle cell anemia & HB-S disease
or cerebrospinal fluid leaks any
time during the member’s history
prior to or during the
measurement period.

- In hospice or using hospice
services during the measurement
period.

Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services
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MUCID

Measure Title

MUC18- Functional Status

63 Change for
Patients with
Neck
Impairments

Numerator
The proportion of a provider’s
(clinic’s or clinician’s) patient care
episodes that met or exceeded the
risk-adjusted predicted Residual
Change Score.
The Residual Change Score is
defined as the difference between
the Actual and Predicted Change
Scores where
- The Actual Score is the patient’s
Functional Status (FS) Score,
- The Actual Change Score is the
change in the patient’s FS score
from Admission to Discharge, and
- The Predicted Change Score is the
risk-adjusted prediction of FS
change. (Please see the Comments
section of JIRA submission for
details of the Risk-adjustment
component.)
Calculating the Residual - Example
Actual Score at Admission 45
Actual Score at Discharge 60
Actual Change Score (Discharge
minus Admission) +15
Predicted Change Score +10
Residual (Actual Change minus
Predicted) +5
Numerator Options
Performance Met The Residual
Change Score is equal to or greater
than 0
Performance Not Met The Residual
Change Score is less than 0
Performance may be calculated on
3 levels:

Denominator
Patients aged 14+ who
initiated rehabilitation
therapy, chiropractic, or
medical episodes of care for
neck impairments including
but not limited to cervical
(neck) pain, radiculopathy,
strain, sprain, stenosis,
myelopathy, spondylosis or
disc disorders

Exclusions
Denominator Exceptions
- Patient refused to participate at
admission and/or discharge
- Patient unable to complete the
Neck FS PROM at admission or
discharge due to cognitive deficit,
visual deficit, motor deficit,
language barrier, or low reading
level, and a suitable
proxy/recorder is not available.
- Patient self-discharged early
(e.g., financial or insurance
reasons, transportation
problems, or reason unknown)
- Medical reasons (e.g., scheduled
for surgery or hospitalized)
Denominator Exclusions
- Patients with diagnosis of a
degenerative neurological
condition such as ALS, MS,
Parkinson’s diagnosed at any
time before or during the episode
of care
- Ongoing care not indicated,
patient seen only 1-2 visits (e.g.,
home program only, referred to
another provider or facility,
consultation only)
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MUCID‘ Measure Title ‘

MUC18-
63
(cont’d)

Functional Status
Change for
Patients with
Neck
Impairments
(cont’d)

Numerator
1. Patient Level: For the individual
patient episode, the patient’s
Actual FS scores relative to the risk-
adjusted predicted. This level
should be used for optimizing care
as described below.*
2. Clinician Level: The average of
the Residuals for patient care
episodes managed by a clinician
(individual provider) over a 12
month time period.
3. Clinic Level: The average of the
Residuals for patient care episodes
managed by a group of clinicians
within a clinic over a 12 month time
period.
* A provider’s (clinician’s or clinic’s)
performance must be assessed
based on an average all of the
provider’s patient episodes. On the
level of the individual patient,
variation is expected. When an
individual episode does not result
in meeting or exceeding the
performance standard, the
functional data should be useful to
the provider in optimizing the
balance of effectiveness/efficiency
for that particular care episode. For
example, if patient-perceived
function is not improving, or has
plateaued in progress, that data
may be a component of provider-
patient communication and care
decision-making such as the
following examples:

List of Measures under Consideration for December 1, 2018

Denominator Exclusions ‘
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Measure Title

Numerator

Denominator

Exclusions

MUC18- Functional Status 1) does the provider understand
63 Change for the patient’s perception of his/her
(cont’d) Patients with current level of function? 2) should
Neck the treatment plan be modified? 3)
Impairments should the patient be discharged
(cont’d) sooner than later? 4) should the
patient be referred to a different
care provider?
MUC18- Use of Opioids Any member in the denominator Any member with two or Any member with a diagnosis for
77 from Multiple who received opioid prescription more prescription claims for Cancer or a Prescription Drug
Providers in claims from 4 or more prescribers opioids filled on at least two Hierarchical Condition Category
Persons Without AND 4 or more pharmacies. separate days, for which the (RxHCC) 8, 9, 10, 11 for Payment
Cancer sum of the days’ supply is Year 2015; or RxHCC 15, 16, 17,
greater than or equal to 15. 18, or 19 for Payment Year 2016,
or a hospice indicator from the
enrollment database.
MUC18- Use of Opioids at Any member in the denominator Any member with two or Any member with a diagnosis for
78 High Dosage in with opioid prescription claims more prescription claims for Cancer or a Prescription Drug
Persons Without where the MED is greater than opioids filled on at least two Hierarchical Condition Category
Cancer 120mg for 90 consecutive days or separate days, for which the (RxHCC) 8, 9, 10, or 11 for
longer. sum of the days’ supply is Payment Year 2015; or RxHCC 15,
greater than or equal to 15. 16, 17, 18, 19 for Payment Year
2016; or a hospice indicator
(Medicare Part D) from the
enrollment database.
MUC18- Use of Opioids Any member in the denominator Any member with two or Any member with a diagnosis for
79 from Multiple with opioid prescription claims more prescription claims for Cancer or Prescription Drug
Providers and at where the MED is greater than 120 opioids filled on at least two Hierarchical Condition Category
High Dosage in mg for 90 consecutive days or separate days, for which the (RxHCC) 8, 9, 10, or 11 for
Persons Without longer AND who received opioid sum of the days’ supply is Payment Year 2015; or RXHCC 15,
Cancer prescriptions from 4 or more greater than or equal to 15. 16, 17, 18, or 19 for Payment
prescribers AND 4 or more Year 2016; or a hospice indicator
pharmacies. (Medicare Part D) from the
enrollment database.
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Measure Title

MUCID

Numerator

List of Measures under Consideration for December 1, 2018

Denominator

Exclusions

MUC18- Transitions from

101 Hospice Care,
Followed by
Death or Acute
Care

Measure Outcome (Unadjusted
Numerator):

Number of live discharges that are
followed by death within 30 days or
a hospitalization/emergency room
visit/observation stay within 7 days
of hospice discharge.

Adjusted Numerator:

The numerator is a risk-adjusted
estimate of hospice stays that
would be predicted to have live
discharges that are followed by
death within 30 days or a
hospitalization/emergency room
visit/observation stay within 7 days
of hospice discharge. This estimate
starts with the observed number of
live discharges from hospice that
are followed by death or acute
care, and is risk adjusted for patient
characteristics and a statistical
estimate of the hospice effect
beyond case mix. The hospice
effect captures variation in the
measure outcome across hospices,
accounting for differences in
patient composition. The hospice
effect helps isolate the differences
in measure performance that are
due to hospice behavior and
characteristics, thereby producing a
more accurate assessment of
quality of care.

The construction of the risk
adjusted numerator uses a
statistical model estimated on the

Eligible Stays (Unadjusted
Denominator):

The eligible stays for this
measure are discharged
hospice stays among all
Medicare FFS patients not
excluded for the reasons
listed below:

1. Patients not continuously
enrolled in Part A Medicare
FFS in the 12 months prior to
the hospice admission date,
during the hospice stay, or at
least 7 days following the
hospice discharge date.

2. Patients enrolled in
Medicare Advantage in the
12 months prior to the
hospice admission date,
during the hospice stay, or in
the 7 days following the
hospice discharge date.

3. Patients who are under 18
years old at hospice
admission.

Adjusted Denominator:

The denominator for this
measure is computed the
same way as the numerator,
but the hospice effect is set
at the national average. For
the eligible stays at each
hospice, the measure
denominator is the risk
adjusted expected number of
stays with transitions from

Denominator exclusions:

Patients are excluded from the
denominator if they meet one or
more of the following criteria:

1. Patients not continuously
enrolled in Part A Medicare FFSin
the 12 months prior to the
hospice admission date, during
the hospice stay, or at least 7
days following the hospice
discharge date.

2. Patients enrolled in Medicare
Advantage in the 12 months prior
to the hospice admission date,
during the hospice stay, or in the
7 days following the hospice
discharge date.

3. Patients who are under 18
years old at hospice admission.
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MUCID

Measure Title

Numerator

List of Measures under Consideration for December 1, 2018

Denominator

Exclusions

MUC18- Transitions from national data for all included hospice that are followed by
101 Hospice Care, hospice stays. It is applied to the death within 30 days or a
(cont’d) Followed by hospice stays included in the hospitalization/emergency
Death or Acute measure and includes the room visit/observation stay
Care estimated effect of each specific within 7 days of hospice
(cont’d) hospice. The prediction equation is discharge. This estimate
based on a logistic statistical model includes risk adjustment for
with a two-level hierarchical patient characteristics with
structure. The patient-stays in the the hospice effect removed.
model have an indicator of the The “expected” number of
discharging hospice; the effect of live discharges from hospice
the hospice is measured as a that are followed by death or
positive or negative shift in the acute care is the predicted
intercept term of the equation. The number of live discharges
hospice effects are modeled as from hospice that are
belonging to a normal (Gaussian) followed by death or acute
distribution centered at 0 and are care if the same patients
estimated along with the effects of were treated in the “average”
patient characteristics in the hospice.
model.
MUC18- Initial opioid Individuals in the denominator All new opioid prescriptions Denominator exclusions include:
106 prescription whose new opioid medication in the measurement year (a Evidence of malignant cancer,
compliant with meets all of the following CDC new opioid prescription is chemotherapy, or radiation in the
CDC guidelines: defined as no evidence of an measurement year. Patients in
recommendations 1. Initial opioid prescription is opioid prescription 12 hospice or palliative care.
prescribed while patient is not months prior to the earliest Patients in long term care,
exposed to benzodiazepines detected claim in the nursing home, or skilled nursing
2. Initial opioid prescription is not measurement year). facility for >=90 days at any time
for methadone during the measurement year.
3. Initial opioid prescription is for
short acting formulation
4. Initial opioid prescription is for
less than 50 MME/day
5. Initial opioid prescription is for a
7-day supply or less
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Numerator
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Denominator

Exclusions

more external sources of
medications and for which all PTA
medications have a documented
reconciliation action by the end of
Day 2 of the hospitalization when
the admission date is Day 0.

The numerator is operationalized
into three key criteria of the
medication reconciliation process
that must be met.

1. Medications taken by the patient
prior to admission are documented
on a designated PTA medication
list.

2. The PTA medication list is
generated using at least one
external source to identify the
medications taken by the patient
prior to admission.

MUC18- Hospital Harm - Proportion of encounters with a All encounters (patients 18 None
107 Pressure Injury newly developed (not documented years or older at the start)
within the first 24 hours of arrival with a discharged inpatient
to the hospital) stage 2, stage 3, hospital encounter during the
stage 4, deep tissue pressure injury, measurement period.
or unstageable pressure injury Measure includes inpatient
during hospitalization. admissions who were directly
admitted, or who were
initially seen in the
emergency department or in
observation status and
subsequently became an
inpatient.
MUC18- Medication The number of patients for whom a All patients admitted to an The measure applies two
108 Reconciliation on designated PTA medication list was inpatient facility from home exclusion criteria to ensure that it
Admission generated by referencing one or or a non-acute setting. is feasible to complete the

medication reconciliation process
on admission to the Inpatient
Psychiatric Facility (IPF):

- Patients transferred from an
acute care setting

- Patient admissions with lengths
of stay less than or equal to 2
days
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Measure Title

Numerator
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Denominator

Exclusions

given within the 24 hours prior to
the harm event; AND a lab test for
glucose with a result of low glucose
(less than 40 mg/dL); AND no
subsequent lab test for glucose
with a result greater than 80 mg/dL
within five minutes of the low
glucose result. This measure only
counts one severe hypoglycemia
event per patient admission.

discharged inpatient hospital
encounter during the
measurement period who
were given at least one
antihyperglycemic
medication during their
hospital stay. Measure
includes inpatient admissions
who were directly admitted,
or who were initially seen in
the emergency department
or in observation status and
subsequently became an
inpatient.

MUC18- Medication 3. All medications listed on the PTA
108 Reconciliation on medication list have a
(cont’d) Admission reconciliation action to continue,
(cont’d) discontinue, or modify by the end
of Day 2 of the hospitalization, or if
there are no medications on the
PTA medication list, the prescriber
has signed the document by the
end of Day 2 of the hospitalization
to indicate his/her review of the
PTA medication list.
MUC18- Hospital Harm - Proportion of patients who had Patients (age on admission 18 N/A
109 Hypoglycemia an antihyperglycemic medication years or older) with a
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MUCID
MUC18-

Measure Title
Inpatient Chronic
115 Obstructive
Pulmonary
Disease (COPD)
Exacerbation

Numerator
The numerator for the Inpatient
Chronic Obstructive Pulmonary
Disease (COPD) Exacerbation
measure is the sum of the ratio of
observed to expected payment-
standardized cost to Medicare for
all episodes attributed to a
clinician. This sum is then
multiplied by the national average
observed episode cost to generate
a dollar figure. Mathematically, this
is represented as: sum of (observed
episode cost/expected episode
cost) * national average observed
cost.

Denominator
The denominator for the
Inpatient Chronic Obstructive
Pulmonary Disease (COPD)
Exacerbation measure is the
total number of episodes
from this episode group
attributed to a clinician.

Exclusions
The following episode-level
exclusions apply:
(a) The beneficiary has a primary
payer other than Medicare for
any amount of time overlapping
the episode window or in the
lookback period.
(b) No attributed clinician is
found for the episode.
(c) The beneficiary’s date of birth
is missing.
(d) The beneficiary’s death date
occurred before the episode
ended.
(e) The beneficiary was not
enrolled in Medicare Part Aand B
for the entirety of the lookback
period plus episode window, or is
enrolled in Part C for any part of
the lookback period plus episode
window.
(f) The episode trigger claim was
not performed in an office, IP,
OP, or ASC setting based on its
place of service.
Exclusions specific to the
Inpatient COPD Exacerbation
measure are developed with
input from the Pulmonary
Disease Management Clinical
Subcommittee.
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MUCID
MUC18-
116

Measure Title
Femoral or
Inguinal Hernia
Repair

Numerator
The numerator for the Femoral or
Inguinal Hernia Repair measure is
the sum of the ratio of observed to
expected payment-standardized
cost to Medicare for all episodes
attributed to a clinician. This sum is
then multiplied by the national
average observed episode cost to
generate a dollar figure.
Mathematically, this is represented
as: sum of (observed episode
cost/expected episode cost) *
national average observed cost.

Denominator
The denominator for the
Femoral or Inguinal Hernia
Repair measure is the total
number of episodes from this
episode group attributed to a
clinician.

Exclusions
The following episode-level
exclusions apply:
(a) The beneficiary has a primary
payer other than Medicare for any
amount of time overlapping the
episode window or in the lookback
period.
(b) No attributed clinician is found
for the episode.
(c) The beneficiary’s date of birth is
missing.
(d) The beneficiary’s death date
occurred before the episode ended.
(e) The beneficiary was not enrolled
in Medicare Part A and B for the
entirety of the lookback period plus
episode window, or is enrolled in
Part C for any part of the lookback
period plus episode window.
(f) The episode trigger claim was not
performed in an office, IP, OP, or
ASC setting based on its place of
service.
Exclusions specific to the Femoral or
Inguinal Hernia Repair measure are
developed with input from the
Gastrointestinal Disease
Management Clinical
Subcommittee.
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MUCID

Measure Title

MUC18- Lumbar Spine

117 Fusion for
Degenerative
Disease, 1-3
Levels

Numerator
The numerator for the Lumbar
Spine Fusion for Degenerative
Disease, 1-3 Levels measure is the
sum of the ratio of observed to
expected payment-standardized
cost to Medicare for all episodes
attributed to a clinician. This sum is
then multiplied by the national
average observed episode cost to
generate a dollar figure.
Mathematically, this is represented
as: sum of (observed episode
cost/expected episode cost) *
national average observed cost.

Denominator
The denominator for the
Lumbar Spine Fusion for
Degenerative Disease, 1-3
Levels measure is the total
number of episodes from this
episode group attributed to a
clinician.

Exclusions
The following episode-level
exclusions apply:
(a) The beneficiary has a primary
payer other than Medicare for
any amount of time overlapping
the episode window or in the
lookback period.
(b) No attributed clinician is
found for the episode.
(c) The beneficiary’s date of birth
is missing.
(d) The beneficiary’s death date
occurred before the episode
ended.
(e) The beneficiary was not
enrolled in Medicare Part A and B
for the entirety of the lookback
period plus episode window, or is
enrolled in Part C for any part of
the lookback period plus episode
window.
(f) The episode trigger claim was
not performed in an office, IP,
OP, or ASC setting based on its
place of service.
Exclusions specific to the Lumbar
Spine Fusion for Degenerative
Disease, 1-3 Levels measure are
developed with input from the
Musculoskeletal Disease
Management - Spine Clinical
Subcommittee.
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MUC ID Measure Title
MUC18- Psychoses/
119 Related
Conditions

Numerator
The numerator for the
Psychoses/Related Conditions
measure is the sum of the ratio of
observed to expected payment-
standardized cost to Medicare for
all episodes attributed to a
clinician. This sum is then
multiplied by the national average
observed episode cost to generate
a dollar figure. Mathematically, this
is represented as: sum of (observed
episode cost/expected episode
cost) * national average observed
cost.

Denominator
The denominator for the
Psychoses/Related
Conditions measure is the
total number of episodes
from this episode group
attributed to a clinician.

Exclusions
The following episode-level
exclusions apply:
(a) The beneficiary has a primary
payer other than Medicare for any
amount of time overlapping the
episode window or in the lookback
period.
(b) No attributed clinician is found
for the episode.
(c) The beneficiary’s date of birth
is missing.
(d) The beneficiary’s death date
occurred before the episode
ended.
(e) The beneficiary was not
enrolled in Medicare Part A and B
for the entirety of the lookback
period plus episode window, or is
enrolled in Part C for any part of
the lookback period plus episode
window.
(f) The episode trigger claim was
not performed in an office, IP, OP,
or ASC setting based on its place of
service.
Exclusions specific to the
Psychoses/Related Conditions
measure are developed with input
from the Neuropsychiatric Disease
Management Clinical
Subcommittee.
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MUC ID Measure Title
MUC18- Lumpectomy,
120 Partial

Mastectomy,
Simple
Mastectomy

Numerator
The numerator for the
Lumpectomy, Partial Mastectomy,
Simple Mastectomy measure is the
sum of the ratio of observed to
expected payment-standardized
cost to Medicare for all episodes
attributed to a clinician. This sum is
then multiplied by the national
average observed episode cost to
generate a dollar figure.
Mathematically, this is represented
as: sum of (observed episode
cost/expected episode cost) *
national average observed cost.

Denominator
The denominator for the
Lumpectomy, Partial
Mastectomy, Simple
Mastectomy measure is the
total number of episodes
from this episode group
attributed to a clinician.

Exclusions
The following episode-level
exclusions apply:
(a) The beneficiary has a primary
payer other than Medicare for any
amount of time overlapping the
episode window or in the lookback
period.
(b) No attributed clinician is found
for the episode.
(c) The beneficiary’s date of birth
is missing.
(d) The beneficiary’s death date
occurred before the episode
ended.
(e) The beneficiary was not
enrolled in Medicare Part A and B
for the entirety of the lookback
period plus episode window, or is
enrolled in Part C for any part of
the lookback period plus episode
window.
(f) The episode trigger claim was
not performed in an office, IP, OP,
or ASC setting based on its place of
service.
Exclusions specific to the
Lumpectomy, Partial Mastectomy,
Simple Mastectomy measure are
developed with input from the
Oncologic Disease Management -
Medical, Radiation, and Surgical
Clinical Subcommittee.
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MUC ID Measure Title
MUC18- Acute Kidney
121 Injury Requiring

New Inpatient
Dialysis

Numerator
The numerator for the Acute
Kidney Injury Requiring New
Inpatient Dialysis measure is the
sum of the ratio of observed to
expected payment-standardized
cost to Medicare for all episodes
attributed to a clinician. This sum is
then multiplied by the national
average observed episode cost to
generate a dollar figure.
Mathematically, this is represented
as: sum of (observed episode
cost/expected episode cost) *
national average observed cost.

Denominator
The denominator for the
Acute Kidney Injury Requiring
New Inpatient Dialysis
measure is the total number
of episodes from this episode
group attributed to a
clinician.

Exclusions
The following episode-level
exclusions apply:
(a) The beneficiary has a primary
payer other than Medicare for any
amount of time overlapping the
episode window or in the lookback
period.
(b) No attributed clinician is found
for the episode.
(c) The beneficiary’s date of birth
is missing.
(d) The beneficiary’s death date
occurred before the episode
ended.
(e) The beneficiary was not
enrolled in Medicare Part A and B
for the entirety of the lookback
period plus episode window, or is
enrolled in Part C for any part of
the lookback period plus episode
window.
(f) The episode trigger claim was
not performed in an office, IP, OP,
or ASC setting based on its place of
service.
Exclusions specific to the AKI
Requiring New Inpatient Dialysis
measure are developed with input
from the Renal Disease
Management Clinical
Subcommittee.
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Denominator

Exclusions

MUC ID Measure Title
MUC18- Lower
122 Gastrointestinal
Hemorrhage

The numerator for the Lower
Gastrointestinal Hemorrhage
measure is the sum of the ratio of
observed to expected payment-
standardized cost to Medicare for
all episodes attributed to a
clinician. This sum is then
multiplied by the national average
observed episode cost to generate
a dollar figure. Mathematically, this
is represented as: sum of (observed
episode cost/expected episode
cost) * national average observed
cost.

The denominator for the
Lower Gastrointestinal
Hemorrhage measure is the
total number of episodes
from this episode group
attributed to a clinician.

The following episode-level
exclusions apply:

(a) The beneficiary has a primary
payer other than Medicare for
any amount of time overlapping
the episode window or in the
lookback period.

(b) No attributed clinician is
found for the episode.

(c) The beneficiary’s date of birth
is missing.

(d) The beneficiary’s death date
occurred before the episode
ended.

(e) The beneficiary was not
enrolled in Medicare Part Aand B
for the entirety of the lookback
period plus episode window, or is
enrolled in Part C for any part of
the lookback period plus episode
window.

(f) The episode trigger claim was
not performed in an office, IP,
OP, or ASC setting based on its
place of service.

Exclusions specific to the Lower
Gastrointestinal Hemorrhage
measure are developed with
input from the Gastrointestinal
Disease Management Clinical
Subcommittee.
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MUCID
MUC18-

Measure Title
Renal or Ureteral
123 Stone Surgical
Treatment

Numerator
The numerator for the Renal or
Ureteral Stone Surgical Treatment
measure is the sum of the ratio of
observed to expected payment-
standardized cost to Medicare for
all episodes attributed to a
clinician. This sum is then
multiplied by the national average
observed episode cost to generate
a dollar figure. Mathematically, this
is represented as: sum of (observed
episode cost/expected episode
cost) * national average observed
cost.

Denominator
The denominator for the
Renal or Ureteral Stone
Surgical Treatment measure
is the total number of
episodes from this episode
group attributed to a
clinician.

Exclusions
The following episode-level
exclusions apply:
(a) The beneficiary has a primary
payer other than Medicare for
any amount of time overlapping
the episode window or in the
lookback period.
(b) No attributed clinician is
found for the episode.
(c) The beneficiary’s date of birth
is missing.
(d) The beneficiary’s death date
occurred before the episode
ended.
(e) The beneficiary was not
enrolled in Medicare Part A and B
for the entirety of the lookback
period plus episode window, or is
enrolled in Part C for any part of
the lookback period plus episode
window.
(f) The episode trigger claim was
not performed in an office, IP,
OP, or ASC setting based on its
place of service.
Exclusions specific to the Renal or
Ureteral Stone Surgical
Treatment measure are
developed with input from the
Urologic Disease Management
Clinical Subcommittee.
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MUCID
MUC18- Hemodialysis
126 Access Creation

Measure Title

Numerator
The numerator for the
Hemodialysis Access Creation
measure is the sum of the ratio of
observed to expected payment-
standardized cost to Medicare for
all episodes attributed to a
clinician. This sum is then
multiplied by the national average
observed episode cost to generate
a dollar figure. Mathematically, this
is represented as: sum of (observed
episode cost/expected episode
cost) * national average observed
cost.

Denominator
The denominator for the
Hemodialysis Access Creation
measure is the total number
of episodes from this episode
group attributed to a
clinician.

Exclusions
The following episode-level
exclusions apply:
(a) The beneficiary has a primary
payer other than Medicare for any
amount of time overlapping the
episode window or in the lookback
period.
(b) No attributed clinician is found
for the episode.
(c) The beneficiary’s date of birth
is missing.
(d) The beneficiary’s death date
occurred before the episode
ended.
(e) The beneficiary was not
enrolled in Medicare Part Aand B
for the entirety of the lookback
period plus episode window, or is
enrolled in Part C for any part of
the lookback period plus episode
window.
(f) The episode trigger claim was
not performed in an office, IP, OP,
or ASC setting based on its place of
service.
Exclusions specific to the
Hemodialysis Access Creation
measure are developed with input
from the Peripheral Vascular
Disease Management Clinical
Subcommittee.
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MUCID‘ Measure Title ‘

MUC18-
131

Transfer of
Health
Information to
Provider—Post-
Acute Care

Numerator
HHA: The numerator is the number
of home health quality episodes
with an OASIS discharge/transfer
assessment indicating a current
reconciled medication list was
provided to the subsequent
provider at the time of
discharge/transfer.

List of Measures under Consideration for December 1, 2018

Denominator
HHA Denominator: The
denominator for this
measure is the number of
Medicare Part A, Medicare
Part B, Medicare Advantage
(Part C) and Medicaid
covered home health quality
episodes ending in
discharge/transfer to the
following settings only: a
short-term general hospital, a
SNF, intermediate care, home
under care of another
organized home health
service organization or
hospice, hospice in an
institutional facility, a swing
bed, an IRF, a LTCH, a
Medicaid nursing facility, an
inpatient psychiatric facility,
or a critical access hospital.

Exclusions
Patients who died are not included
in this measure

Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services

Page 55 of 127



MUCID

Measure Title
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Denominator

Exclusions

Information to
Provider—Post-
Acute Care

CARE Data Set discharge/transfer
assessment indicating a current
reconciled medication list was
provided to the subsequent
provider at the time of
discharge/transfer.

of LTCH patient stays,
regardless of payer, ending in
discharge/transfer to the
following settings only: a
short-term general hospital, a
SNF, intermediate care, home
under care of an organized
home health service
organization or hospice,
hospice in an institutional
facility, a swing bed, an IRF,
another LTCH, a Medicaid
nursing facility, an inpatient
psychiatric facility, or a
critical access hospital.

MUC18- Transfer of The numerator is the number of IRF The denominator for this Patients who died are not included
132 Health patient stays with an IRF-PAI measure is the total number in this measure
Information to discharge/transfer assessment of IRF Medicare Part A and
Provider—Post- indicating a current reconciled Medicare Advantage (Part C)
Acute Care medication list was provided to the patient stays ending in
subsequent provider at the time of discharge/transfer to the
discharge/transfer. following settings only: a
short-term general hospital, a
SNF, intermediate care, home
under care of an organized
home health service
organization or hospice,
hospice in an institutional
facility, a swing bed, another
IRF, a LTCH, a Medicaid
nursing facility, an inpatient
psychiatric facility, or a
critical access hospital.
MUC18- Transfer of The numerator is the number of The denominator for this Patients who died are not
133 Health LTCH patient stays with a LTCH measure is the total number included in this measure
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Denominator

Exclusions

Information to
Provider—Post-
Acute Care

discharge/transfer assessment
indicating a current reconciled
medication list was provided to the
subsequent provider at the time of
discharge/transfer.

of SNF Medicare Part A
covered resident stays ending
in discharge/transfer to the
following settings only: a
short-term general hospital,
another SNF, intermediate
care, home under care of an
organized home health
service organization or
hospice, hospice in an
institutional facility, a swing
bed, an IRF, a LTCH, a
Medicaid nursing facility, an
inpatient psychiatric facility,
or a critical access hospital.

MUC18- Transfer of HHA: The numerator is the number HHA Denominator: The Patients who died are not
135 Health of home health quality episodes denominator for this included in this measure.
Information to with an OASIS discharge/transfer measure is the number of
Patient—Post- assessment indicating a current Medicare Part A, Medicare
Acute Care reconciled medication list was Part B, Medicare Advantage
provided to the patient, family (Part C) and Medicaid
and/or caregiver at the time of covered home health quality
discharge/transfer. episodes ending in discharge
or transfer to the following
settings only: a private home/
apartment (apt.), board/care,
assisted living, group home,
transitional living or home
under care of organized
home health service
organization or hospice.
MUC18- Transfer of The numerator is the number of The denominator for this Patients/residents who died are
136 Health SNF resident stays with an MDS measure is the total number not included in this measure
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MUCID
MUC18- Elective Primary
137 Hip Arthroplasty

Measure Title

Numerator
The numerator for the Elective
Primary Hip Arthroplasty measure
is the sum of the ratio of observed
to expected payment-standardized
cost to Medicare for all episodes
attributed to a clinician. This sum is
then multiplied by the national
average observed episode cost to
generate a dollar figure.
Mathematically, this is represented
as: sum of (observed episode
cost/expected episode cost) *
national average observed cost.

Denominator
The denominator for the
Elective Primary Hip
Arthroplasty measure is the
total number of episodes
from this episode group
attributed to a clinician.

Exclusions
The following episode-level
exclusions apply:
(a) The beneficiary has a primary
payer other than Medicare for
any amount of time overlapping
the episode window or in the
lookback period.
(b) No attributed clinician is
found for the episode.
(c) The beneficiary’s date of birth
is missing.
(d) The beneficiary’s death date
occurred before the episode
ended.
(e) The beneficiary was not
enrolled in Medicare Part Aand B
for the entirety of the lookback
period plus episode window, or is
enrolled in Part C for any part of
the lookback period plus episode
window.
(f) The episode trigger claim was
not performed in an office, IP,
OP, or ASC setting based on its
place of service.
Exclusions specific to the Elective
Primary Hip Arthroplasty
measure are developed with
input from the Musculoskeletal
Disease Management - Non-Spine
Clinical Subcommittee.
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Denominator

Exclusions

Information to
Patient—Post-
Acute Care

discharge/transfer assessment
indicating a current reconciled
medication list was provided to the
patient, family and/or caregiver at
the time of discharge/transfer.

of IRF Medicare Part A and
Medicare Advantage (Part C)
patient stays ending in
discharge or transfer to the
following settings only: a
private home/ apartment
(apt.), board/care, assisted
living, group home,
transitional living or home
under care of organized
home health service
organization or hospice.

MUC18- Transfer of The numerator is the number of The denominator for this Patients/residents who died are
138 Health SNF resident stays with an MDS measure is the total number not included in this measure
Information to discharge/transfer assessment of SNF Medicare Part A
Patient—Post- indicating a current reconciled covered resident stays ending
Acute Care medication list was provided to the in discharge or transfer to the
patient, family and/or caregiver at following settings only: a
the time of discharge/transfer. private home/ apartment
(apt.), board/care, assisted
living, group home,
transitional living or home
under care of organized
home health service
organization or hospice.
MUC18- Transfer of The numerator is the number of IRF The denominator for this Patients who died are not
139 Health patient stays with an IRF-PAI measure is the total number included in this measure
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MUC ID Measure Title Numerator Denominator Exclusions
MUC18- Non-Emergent The numerator for the Non- The denominator for the The following episode-level
140 Coronary Artery Emergent Coronary Artery Bypass Non-Emergent Coronary exclusions apply:
Bypass Graft Graft (CABG) measure is the sum of Artery Bypass Graft (CABG) (a) The beneficiary has a primary
(CABG) the ratio of observed to expected measure is the total number payer other than Medicare for
payment-standardized cost to of episodes from this episode any amount of time overlapping
Medicare for all episodes attributed group attributed to a the episode window or in the
to a clinician. This sum is then clinician. lookback period.
multiplied by the national average (b) No attributed clinician is
observed episode cost to generate found for the episode.
a dollar figure. Mathematically, this (c) The beneficiary’s date of birth
is represented as: sum of (observed is missing.
episode cost/expected episode (d) The beneficiary’s death date
cost) * national average observed occurred before the episode
cost. ended.

(e) The beneficiary was not
enrolled in Medicare Part Aand B
for the entirety of the lookback
period plus episode window, or is
enrolled in Part C for any part of
the lookback period plus episode
window.

(f) The episode trigger claim was
not performed in an office, IP,
OP, or ASC setting based on its
place of service.

Exclusions specific to the Non-
Emergent CABG measure are
developed with input from the
Cardiovascular Disease
Management Clinical
Subcommittee.
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MUCID

Measure Title

Numerator

Denominator

Exclusions

sum of the ratios is then multiplied
by the national average payment-
standardized observed episode
cost, to convert the ratio to a dollar
amount.

MUC18- Transfer of The numerator is the number of The denominator for this Patients who died are not
141 Health LTCH patient stays with a LTCH measure is the total number included in this measure
Information to CARE Data Set discharge/transfer of LTCH patient stays,
Patient—Post- assessment indicating a current regardless of payer, ending in
Acute Care reconciled medication list was discharge or transfer to the
provided to the patient, family following settings only: a
and/or caregiver at the time of private home/ apartment
discharge/transfer. (apt.), board/care, assisted
living, group home,
transitional living or home
under care of organized
home health service
organization or hospice.
MUC18- Medicare The numerator for the measure is The denominator for the The MSPB measure assesses
148 Spending Per the sum of the ratio of payment- MSPB measure is the total costs during episodes of care
Beneficiary standardized observed to expected number of MSPB episodes for initiated by acute inpatient
(MSPB) clinician MSPB episode costs for all MSPB the TIN-NPI or TIN. hospital stays. Episodes for a
measure episodes for the TIN-NPI or TIN. The beneficiary are excluded from the

MSPB measure if they meet any
of the following conditions:

- the beneficiary was not
continuously enrolled in both
Medicare Parts A and B from 93
days prior to the index admission
through 30 days after discharge.
- the beneficiary’s death occurred
during the episode

- the beneficiary is enrolled in a
Medicare Advantage plan or
Medicare is the secondary payer
at any time during the episode
window or 90-day lookback
period.

- the index admission for the
episode did not occurin a
subsection (d) hospital paid
under the Inpatient Prospective
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MUC ID Measure Title Numerator Denominator Exclusions
MUC18- Medicare Payment System (IPPS) or an
148 Spending Per acute hospital in Maryland.
(cont’d) Beneficiary - the discharge of the index
(MSPB) clinician admission occurred in the last 30
measure days of the performance period
(cont’d) - the index admission for the

episode is involved in an acute-
to-acute hospital transfer (i.e.,
the admission ends in a hospital
transfer or begins because of a
hospital transfer)

- the index admission inpatient
claim indicates a SO actual
payment or a SO standardized
payment

After applying the exclusions
outlined above, all remaining
episodes are included in the
calculation of the MSPB measure.
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MUC ID Measure Title Numerator Denominator Exclusions
MUC18- Total Per Capita The numerator for the measure is The denominator for the Beneficiaries are excluded from
149 Cost the sum of the risk-adjusted, measure is the number of all the population measured if they
specialty-adjusted Medicare Part A Medicare beneficiaries’ meet any of the following
and Part B costs across all episodes of care who conditions:
beneficiaries’ episodes of care received Medicare-covered - were not enrolled in both
attributed to a TIN or TIN-NPI. services and are attributed to Medicare Part A and Part B for
a TIN or TIN-NPI during the every month during the
performance period. performance period, unless part

year enrollment was the result of
new enrollment or death

- were enrolled in a private
Medicare health plan (for
example, a Medicare Advantage
HMO/PPO or a Medicare private
FFS plan) for any month during
the performance period

- resided outside the United
States, its territories, and its
possessions during any month of
the performance period.
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MUCID
MUC18-
150

Measure Title
Surgical
Treatment
Complications for
Localized
Prostate Cancer

Numerator
The numerator is determined by
the following (in order)
- Calculate the difference in the
number of days with claims for
incontinence or erectile
dysfunction in the year after versus
the year before prostate surgery
for each patient
- Truncate (by winsorizing) to
reduce the impact of outliers
- Rescale the difference from 0
(worst) to 100 (best)
- Calculate the mean score for each
hospital, based on all of the
difference values for all of the
patients treated at that hospital
Measure code lists include all codes
required for numerator analysis.

Denominator
The denominator is
determined by the following
(in order):
- Men with at least two ICD
diagnosis codes for prostate
cancer separated by at least
30 days
- Codes for prostate cancer
surgery (either open or
minimally invasive/robotic
prostatectomy) at any time
after the first prostate cancer
diagnosis
- Age 66 or greater at time of
prostate cancer diagnosis
- Survived at least one year
after prostate directed
therapy
- Continuous enrollment in
Medicare Parts A & B (and no
HMO enrollment) from one
year before through one year
after prostate directed
therapy
Patients are then attributed
to the hospital/facility
associated with the claims for
the procedure code for
prostatectomy.
Measure code lists include all
codes required for
denominator analysis.

Exclusions
Denominator Exclusions:
- Patients with metastatic disease
- Patients with more than one
non-dermatologic malignancy
- Patients receiving
chemotherapy
- Patients receiving radiation
- Died within one year after
prostatectomy
The timeframe for exclusions is
the year before and year after
prostate cancer surgery.
Measure code lists include all
codes required for exclusions.
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APPENDIX B: MEASURE RATIONALES

Legend for Measure Rationales

MUC ID: Gives users an identifier to refer to a measure.
Measure Title: Refers to the title of the measure.

Rationale: Refers to the rationale for the measure, the peer-reviewed evidence justifying the measure, and/or the impact the

measure is anticipated to achieve.
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Measure Rationales

MUCID Measure Title ‘ Rationale

MUC18- Time to surgery Nine moderate strength studies evaluated patient outcomes in relation to timing of hip fracture surgery
31 for elderly hip (Elliot et al 25, Fox et al 26, McGuire et al 27, Moran et al 28, Novack et al 29, Orosz et al 30, Parker et al 31,
fracture patients Radcliff et al 32, Siegmeth et al 33). In many of these studies the presence of increased comorbidities

represented a confounding effect, and therefore delays for medical reasons were often excluded. The
majority of studies favored improved outcomes in regards to mortality, pain, complications, or length of
stay (Elliot et al 25, McGuire et al 27, Novack et al 29, Orosz et al 30, Parker et al 31, and Siegmeth et al 33).
Although several studies showed a benefit of surgery within 48 hours, one study showed no harm with a
delay up to four days for patients fit for surgery who were not delayed for medical reasons (Moran et al 28).
Patients delayed due to medical reasons had the highest mortality and it is this subset of patients that could
potentially benefit the most from earlier surgery.

Prior to performing the literature search for this guideline, both patients and clinicians were surveyed for
topics of interest related to the management of hip fractures in the elderly. These responses helped inform
the PICO development by the workgroup. All PICO questions and inclusion criteria were developed a priori.
AAOS staff trained in research methodology conducted a comprehensive systematic literature review, and
final recommendations were developed by a multidisciplinary panel of experts. The workgroup that created
these final recommendations is separate from the one that evaluated these quality measures. All included
articles underwent study design quality appraisal, which assessed risks of bias/confounders that may skew
the study’s results. Only the best available evidence was considered for inclusion in recommendations.
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Rationale
MUC18- Discouraging the Routine post-operative therapy after carpal tunnel release was examined in 6 high quality studies. From
32 routine use of these, two studies (Hochberg 2001 and Jerosch-Herold 2012) addressed interventions not relevant to
occupational current core practices of postoperative rehabilitation. The remaining four studies (Alves 2011, Fagan 2004,
and/or physical Pomerance 2007, and Provinciali 2000) addressed the need for supervised therapy in addition to a home
therapy after program in the early postoperative period, the early use of laser, or the role of sensory reeducation in the
carpal tunnel later stages of recovery.
release One high quality study (Alves 2011) evaluated the use of laser administered to the carpal tunnel in 10 daily
consecutive sessions at a 3J dosage and found no difference in pain/symptom reoccurrence in comparison
to placebo.
Two moderate quality studies (Pomerance 2007 and Provinciali 2000) compared in-clinic or therapist
supervised exercise programs in addition to a home program to a home program alone. The studies were
somewhat limited by an incomplete description of who delivered home programs, exercise/education
content and dosage, and treatment progression. Pomerance (2007) compared a two week program directed
by a therapist combined with a home program alone and found no additional benefit in terms of grip or
pinch strength in comparison to the home program alone. Provinciali (2000) compared one hour sessions
over 10 consecutive days of in-clinic physiotherapy comprising a multimodal program with a home program
that was progressed in terms of strength/endurance. No benefit was found in outcome when measured by a
CTS-specific patient reported instrument.
MUC18- International The symptoms of BPH are LUTS symptoms. There are other disorders with similar symptoms and need to be
38 Prostate excluded. History, physical examination, and testing are required prior to a diagnosis of BPH. IPSS by itself is
Symptom Score not a reliable diagnostic tool for LUTS suggestive of BPH but serves as a quantitative measure of LUTS after
(IPSS) or the diagnosis is established (DSilva,2014). Medical and surgical interventions for BPH recommend a follow
American up IPSS evaluation to determine effectiveness of treatment. IPSS should be evaluated at the time of
Urological diagnosis and after definitive treatment.
Association-
Symptom Index
(AUA-SI) change
6-12 months
after diagnosis of
Benign Prostatic
Hyperplasia
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Rationale
Lamplot, Wagner and Manning conducted a randomized control trial (RCT) that found patients that receive
multimodal pain interventions had lower pain scores, fewer adverse outcomes, higher satisfaction and
fewer narcotics used than the cohort that received patient-controlled analgesia. Another study from
Memtsoudis et al. found that hip/knee arthroplasty patients receiving two modes of non-opioid analgesia
experienced almost 20% fewer respiratory complications and 26% fewer gastrointestinal complications
compared to those who received opioids only.
Clinical guidelines support the use of multimodal pain management strategies to manage postoperative
pain based on strong evidence. They suggest use of multimodal techniques whenever possible and
consideration of regional anesthesia when appropriate to the reduce need for opioids to manage
postoperative pain.
Citations:
Lamplot, J D et al. Multimodal pain management in total knee arthroplasty. J Arthroplasty 2014, 29(2): 329-
334,
Memtsoudis, S G et al. Association of multimodal pain management strategies with perioperative outcomes
and resource utilization: A population-based study. Anesthesiology 2018, 128(5): 891-902.
American Society of Anesthesiologists Task Force on Acute Pain Management. Practice guidelines for acute
pain management in the perioperative setting. An updated report by the American Society of
Anesthesiologists Task Force on Acute Pain Management. Anesthesiology.2012;116(2):248-273.
Chou R, Gordon DB, de Leon-Casasola O, et al. Management of postoperative pain: a clinical practice
guideline from the American Pain Society, the American Society of Regional Anesthesia and Pain Medicine,
and the American Society of Anesthesiologists’ Committee on Regional Anesthesia, Executive Committee,
and Administrative Council. J Pain.2016;17(2):131-157.
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MUC ID‘ Measure Title ‘ Rationale

MUC18- Potential Opioid Improvement in provider performance on this measure will benefit patients primarily by reducing opioid-
48 Overuse related morbidity and mortality. Recent research suggests an overdose mortality rate of 24.6 patients per

10,000 person-years among patients taking 200 to 250 MME per day; this rate declines to 8.3 deaths per
10,000 person-years for patients taking opioid doses of 100 to 120 MME per day (Dasgupta et al. 2016). The
same study also noted that only 2.8 percent of patients were prescribed an opioid at doses greater than 150
MME per day, suggesting that this measure will target a small, but very high risk, patient population.
Several peer-reviewed studies have estimated the costs associated with opioid use disorders, abuse, and
dependence. In 2001, Americans lost more than $11.8 billion in societal costs because of opioid abuse
(Birnbaum et al. 2011). For non-medical opioid use, this estimate rose to $53.4 billion in 2006, including
$42.0 billion in lost productivity, $2.2 billion in treatment for opioid misuse, $8.2 billion in criminal justice
expenses, and $944 million in medical care (Hansen et al. 2010). Lost productivity and healthcare
expenditures associated with opioid abuse continue to rise; using 2007 data, Birnbaum et al. (2011)
estimated lost productivity (including premature death, loss of employment, and presenteeism) cost society
$25.6 billion, whereas healthcare costs rose to $25 billion (of which excess medical and drug use were the
primary contributors). Estimates using 2013 data suggest total costs to society from opioid abuse and
dependence exceeded $78 billion, including costs for health care, substance abuse treatment, criminal
justice expenses, and lost productivity (Florence et al. 2016).

Patients prescribed high-dose opioids have an approximately 10-fold increase in risk of overdose compared
with those prescribed low-doses (Edlund et al. 2014). Patients on high-dose opioids are less likely to receive
care consistent with guidelines and appropriate monitoring (Morasco et al. 2010). High daily dose is the
most common indicator of potential opioid misuse or inappropriate prescription practices for opioids (Liu et
al. 2013). Payers, providers, and patients will all benefit from the reduction of excess health care utilization
associated with potential opioid overuse.
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MUC ID‘ Measure Title ‘ Rationale

MUC18- Cesarean Birth The removal of any pressure to not perform a cesarean birth has led to a skyrocketing of hospital, state and
52 national cesarean birth (CB) rates. Some hospitals now have CB rates over 50%. Hospitals with CB rates at

15-20% have infant outcomes that are just as good and better maternal outcomes (Gould et al., 2004).
There are no data that higher rates improve any outcomes, yet the CB rates continue to rise. This measure
seeks to focus attention on the most variable portion of the CB epidemic, the term labor CB in nulliparous
women. This population segment accounts for the large majority of the variable portion of the CB rate, and
is the area most affected by subjectivity. As compared to other CB measures, what is different about
nulliparous, term singleton vertex (NTSV) CB rate (low-risk primary CB in first births) is that there are clear
cut quality improvement activities that can be done to address the differences. Main et al. (2006) found that
over 60% of the variation among hospitals can be attributed to first birth labor induction rates and first birth
early labor admission rates. The results showed if labor was forced when the cervix was not ready the
outcomes were poorer. Alfirevic et al. (2004) also showed that labor and delivery guidelines can make a
difference in labor outcomes. Many authors have shown that physician factors, rather than patient
characteristics or obstetric diagnoses, are the major driver for the difference in rates within a hospital
(Berkowitz, et al., 1989; Goyert et al., 1989; Luthy et al., 2003). The dramatic variation in NTSV rates seen in
all populations studied is striking according to Menacker (2006). Hospitals within a state (Coonrod et al.,
2008; California Office of Statewide Hospital Planning and Development [OSHPD], 2007) and physicians
within a hospital (Main, 1999) have rates with a 3-5 fold variation.

MUC18- Annual Wellness Each component measure corresponds to an NQF-endorsed measure, meaning the evidence for each
57 Assessment: measure has been evaluated by an NQF committee and determined to have enough evidence to support the
Preventive Care measure intent.
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Rationale
Vaccines are recommended for adults to prevent serious diseases. Routine vaccination against influenza,
tetanus, diphtheria and pertussis is recommended for all adults, while vaccines for herpes zoster and
pneumococcal disease are recommended for older adults (Kim et al. 2017). Administration of the influenza,
Tdap/Td, herpes zoster and pneumococcal vaccines can improve health and decrease health care costs by
preventing severe disease and hospitalization. Evidence supporting administration of each individual vaccine
follows.
Influenza
The influenza vaccine protects against influenza, a serious disease that can lead to hospitalization and death
(Centers for Disease Control and Prevention [CDC] 2016a), particularly among older adults and vulnerable
populations. It is characterized by a variety of symptoms related to the nose, throat and lungs that can
range in severity (CDC 2015a), and it is easily spread (CDC 2016a). Although anyone can get the flu, people
65 and older, pregnant women, young children and those with chronic conditions are at higher risk of
developing serious complications (CDC 2016a).
Influenza can have severe consequences. The CDC estimates that since 2010, yearly influenza cases have
ranged from 9.2-35.6 million; influenza-related hospitalizations, from 140,000-710,000; and influenza-
related deaths, from 12,000-56,000 (CDC 2017a). Deaths associated with influenza are typically higher in
older adults. In an analysis based on the 2010-2011 and 2012-2013 flu seasons, 71 percent-85 percent of
deaths from influenza were among adults 65 and older (Grohskopf et al. 2016).
Influenza is a leading cause of outpatient medical visits and worker absenteeism among adults. The average
annual burden of seasonal influenza among adults 18-49 includes approximately 5 million illnesses, 2.4
million outpatient visits, 32,000 hospitalizations and 680 deaths (Grohskopf et al. 2016). A study in 2016
estimated that the cost-effectiveness ratio of the influenza vaccine was approximately $100,000 per quality-
adjusted life year (Xu et al 2016).
ACIP recommends routine annual influenza vaccination for all people 6 months of age and older (Grohskopf
et al. 2017). For people 19 and older, any age-appropriate inactivated influenza vaccine (11V) formulation or
recombinant influenza vaccine (RIV) formulation are acceptable options. ACIP notes that live attenuated
influenza vaccine (LAIV) should not be used during the 2017-2018 season for any population. Vaccination
should occur before the onset of influenza activity in the community, ideally by the end of October;
however, vaccination efforts should continue throughout flu season into February and March (Grohskopf et
al. 2017). People who have a history of severe allergic reaction (e.g., anaphylaxis) to any component of the
vaccine should not receive the influenza vaccine (CDC 2017b).
Td/Tdap vaccine
Tetanus, diphtheria and pertussis can have serious health effects. Tetanus results in painful muscle spasms
that can cause fractures, difficulty breathing, arrhythmia and death (CDC 2015b). Complications from
diphtheria include myocarditis, which can lead to heart failure, and neuritis, which may temporarily paralyze
motor nerves. Death occurs in 5-10 percent of cases (CDC 2015c). Pertussis, also known as whooping cough,
is a respiratory infection characterized by a prolonged cough; it is highly communicable, and infection can
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Rationale
lead to secondary pneumonia, the most common cause of pertussis-related deaths (CDC 2015d).
Due to vaccines, tetanus and diphtheria are now uncommon. On average, there were 29 reported cases of
tetanus per year from 1996-2009, and nearly all were among people who had never received a tetanus
vaccine or were not up to date on their booster shots (CDC 2013). In the past decade, fewer than 5
diphtheria cases were reported to the CDC, although the disease is more prevalent in other countries: In
2014, 7,321 cases of diphtheria were reported to the World Health Organization, and there are likely many
more unreported cases (CDC 2016b). Pertussis is much more prevalent today than tetanus and diphtheria,
even though vaccines offer protection against the disease. Before the vaccine was introduced in the 1940s,
there were about 200,000 cases of pertussis annually (CDC 2015d). Since widespread use of the vaccine,
pertussis cases have decreased by 80 percent (CDC 2015d). However, pertussis cases have been increasing
since the 1980s; currently, there are 10,000-40,000 pertussis cases and up to 20 deaths reported each year
(CDC 2015d). Pertussis is usually milder in children, adolescents and adults than in infants and young
children who may not be fully immunized. Older adults are often the source of infection for infants and
children (CDC 2015d).
Administering the Tdap vaccine to adults helps prevent the spread of pertussis to infants and prevents such
hospitalizations; in 2010, the average cost of hospitalizing an infant with pertussis was $16,339, an increase
from $12,377 in 2000 (Davis 2014). Because there has been a rise in pertussis over the past several decades
in the U.S., studies have evaluated the cost-effectiveness of providing Tdap immunizations to adults. One
study found that providing a dose of Tdap to people at age 11 or 12, as currently recommended, and again
at age 21, could reduce outpatient visits for pertussis by 4 percent and hospitalizations for pertussis by 5
percent; costs per quality-adjusted life years saved would be $204,556 (Kamiya et al. 2016). Another study
found that vaccinating all adults 2-64 at least once with Tdap is cost-effective (<$50,000 per quality-adjusted
life years) if pertussis incidence in adults is greater than 120 cases per 100,000 people (Lee et al. 2007).
McGarry et al. found that vaccinating all adults ages 65 and older with Tdap is a cost-effective intervention
and would prevent 97,000 cases of pertussis annually—from the payer perspective, it would provide a net
cost savings of $44.8 million (2014). ACIP recommends that all adults 19 and older who have not yet
received a dose of Tdap receive a single dose (ACIP 2012; ACIP 2011). Tdap should be administered
regardless of the interval since the last tetanus or diphtheria toxoid-containing vaccine.
Adults 19 and older should receive a decennial Td vaccine booster, beginning 10 years after receipt of the
Tdap vaccine (Kretsinger et al. 2006). People who have a history of severe allergic reaction (e.g.,
anaphylaxis) to any component of the Tdap or Td vaccine should not receive it. Tdap is contraindicated for
adults with a history of encephalopathy (e.g., coma or prolonged seizures) not attributable to an identifiable
cause within seven days of administration of a vaccine with pertussis components (CDC 2017b).
Herpes zoster vaccine
The herpes zoster vaccine protects against herpes zoster, commonly known as shingles. Herpes zoster is a
painful skin rash caused by reactivation of the varicella zoster virus (CDC 2016c). After a person recovers
from primary infection of varicella (chickenpox), the virus stays inactive in the body and can reactivate years
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later. Most people typically only have one episode of herpes zoster, but second or third episodes are
possible. People with compromised immune systems are at higher risk of developing herpes zoster (CDC
2016c).

The most common complication of herpes zoster is post-herpetic neuralgia (PHN) (CDC 2016c), which is
severe, debilitating pain at the site of the rash that has no treatment or cure. Herpes zoster can also lead to
serious complications of the eye, pneumonia, hearing problems, blindness, encephalitis or death (CDC
2016d). In the U.S., there are 1 million new cases of herpes zoster each year; 1 of every 3 people will be
diagnosed with herpes zoster in their lifetime (CDC 2016c). A person’s risk for developing herpes zoster
increases sharply after age 50 (CDC 2016c). As people age, they are more likely to develop PHN; it rarely
occurs in people under 40, but can be seen in a third of untreated adults 60 and older (CDC 2016c).
Between 1 and 4 percent of adults with herpes zoster are hospitalized for complications, and an estimated
96 deaths each year are directly caused by the virus (CDC 2016c). The vaccine can reduce the risk of
developing herpes zoster and PHN.

In 2011, total annual direct medical costs in the U.S. from herpes zoster were estimated to be $1.9 million;
costs are expected to rise as the population ages (Friesen et al. 2017). A study of the cost-effectiveness of
the herpes zoster vaccine among people at 50, 60 and 70 years found that vaccination at age 60 would
prevent the most cases (26,147 cases per 1 million people), compared with vaccination at 50 or 70 (Hales et
al. 2014). It also found that vaccination at 60 costs $86,000 per quality-adjusted life year, compared with
$37,000 at 70 and $287,000 at 50 (Hales et a. 2014).

There are currently two types of zoster vaccines recommended for older adults: the zoster vaccine live (ZVL)
and a recombinant zoster vaccine (RZV). The ZVL is a 1-dose vaccine licensed for immunocompetent adults
50 and older; ACIP recommends ZVL for immunocompetent adults 60 and older. ZVL vaccine coverage for
adults 60 and older has increased each year since ACIP first recommended it in 2008 (Dooling et al. 2018). In
October 2017, the Food and Drug Administration approved the RZV for adults 50 and older. In January 2018,
ACIP published a guideline recommending RZV for immunocompetent adults 50 and older, irrespective of
prior receipt of varicella vaccine or ZVL (Dooling et al. 2018). RZV is a two-dose series; the second dose
should be given 2-6 months after the first dose. If the second dose of RZV is given less than four weeks after
the first, the second dose should be repeated; if the second dose is more than six months after the first
dose, the vaccine series need not be restarted although individuals may be at higher risk for zoster. ZVL
remains a recommended vaccine for immunocompetent adults 60 and older (Dooling et al. 2018). Patients
with a severe allergic reaction (e.g., anaphylaxis) after a previous dose or to a vaccine component should
not receive either zoster vaccine (Dooling et al. 2018).

Pneumococcal vaccine

Vaccines protect against pneumococcal disease, which is a common cause of iliness and death in older
adults and in persons with certain underlying conditions. The major clinical syndromes of pneumococcal
disease include pneumonia, bacteremia and meningitis, with pneumonia being the most common (CDC
2015e). Pneumonia symptoms generally include fever, chills, pleuritic chest pain, cough with sputum,
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dyspnea, tachypnea, hypoxia tachycardia, malaise and weakness. There are an estimated 400,000 cases of
pneumonia in the U.S. each year and a 5-7 percent mortality rate, although it may be higher among older
adults and adults in nursing homes (CDC 2015f; Janssens and Krause 2004). Bacteremia, a blood infection, is
another complication of pneumococcal disease (CDC 2015f). Approximately 30 percent of patients with
pneumonia also have bacteremia, and 12,000 patients have bacteremia without pneumonia each year (CDC
2015f). Bacteremia has a 20 percent mortality rate among all adults and a 60 percent mortality rate among
older adults. Pneumococcal disease causes 3,000-6,000 cases of meningitis each year (CDC 2015f).
Meningitis symptoms may include headache, lethargy, vomiting, irritability, fever, nuchal rigidity, cranial
nerve signs, seizures and coma. Meningitis has a 22 percent mortality rate among adults (CDC 2015f).
Pneumococcal infections result in significant health care costs each year. Geriatric patients with pneumonia
require hospitalization in nearly 90 percent of cases, and their average length of stay is twice that of
younger adults (Janssens and Krause 2004). Pneumonia in the older adult population is associated with high
acute-care costs and an overall impact on total direct medical costs and mortality during and after an acute
episode (Thomas et al. 2012). Total medical costs for Medicare beneficiaries during and one year following a
hospitalization for pneumonia were found to be $15,682 higher than matched beneficiaries without
pneumonia (Thomas et al. 2012). It was estimated that in 2010, the total annual excess cost of hospital-
treated pneumonia in the fee-for-service Medicare population was approximately $7 billion (Thomas et al.
2012). Pneumococcal vaccines have been shown to be highly effective in preventing invasive pneumococcal
disease. When comparing costs, outcomes and quality adjusted life years, immunization with the two
recommended pneumococcal vaccines was found to be more economically efficient than no vaccination,
with an incremental cost-effectiveness ratio of $25,841 per quality-adjusted life year gained (Chen et al.
2014).

There currently are two licensed pneumococcal vaccines in the U.S.: the 13-valent pneumococcal conjugate
vaccine (PCV13) and the 23-valent pneumococcal polysaccharide vaccine (PPSV23) (Kobayashi et al. 2015).
For immunocompetent adults 65 and older who have not previously received pneumococcal vaccination,
ACIP recommends a dose of PCV13, followed by a dose of PPSV23 one or more years later (Kobayashi et al.
2015).

Immunocompetent adults 65 and older who received a dose of PPSV23 at younger than 65 should also
receive a dose of PCV13 at least one year after the initial dose of PPSV23, and then another dose of PPSV23
at least 1 year after PCV13 and at least 5 years after the most recent dose of PPSV23 (Kobayashi et al. 2015).
Adults should not receive either vaccine if they have had a severe allergic reaction (e.g., anaphylaxis) after a
previous dose or to a vaccine component. Adults should not receive the PCV13 vaccine if they have had
severe allergic reaction after any diphtheria-toxoid-containing vaccine (CDC 2017b).
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Wang YC, Cook KF, Deutscher D, Werneke MW, Hayes D, Mioduski JE. The development and psychometric
properties of the patient self-report Neck Functional Status Questionnaire. J Orthop Sports Phys Ther.
2015;45(9):683-692.
The findings by Wang and colleagues supported the uni-dimensionality and local independence of responses
to the Neck FS PROM CAT. The items were found to have negligible differential item functioning and no
ceiling or floor effects. The CAT-based measure yielded precision equal to fixed measure that included all
items. N=439, age 48.4 +/- 13.8, 59% female.
Deutscher D, Werneke MW, Hayes D, Mioduski JE, Cook KF, Fritz J, Woodhouse LJ, Stratford PW. Impact of
risk-adjustment on provider ranking for patients with low back pain receiving physical therapy. J Orthop
Sports Phys Ther. 2018 May 22:1-35 [Epub ahead of print].
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/29787696
The primary sample in the study by Deutscher et al. included 250,741 patients, ages 14-89, who completed
the Neck FS PROM CAT at admission (age/SD=54/16; 65% women). Of these, 169,039 patients completed
the Neck FS CAT at discharge, resulting in a completion rate of 67%. The scale-level reliability of the Neck FS
CAT was 0.91. Standard Errors of Measurement (SEMs) were stable across the measurement continuum
ranging from 3.7 to 3.9 points (range = 0 to 100), which corresponds to 6.1 to 6.4 points at the 90%
confidence interval (Cl). Minimal Detectable Improvement (MDI) at the 90% Cl ranged between 6.6 to 7.0
points. A half standard deviation of baseline scores was 6.2 points. Minimal clinically important
improvement (MCII) estimates ranged from 15 to 4 points from 1st to 4th quartile of baseline Neck FS CAT
scores, respectively. Thus, greater change was needed to achieve MCII for patients with lower baseline
functional status. The majority of patients (61%) demonstrated functional staging change during treatment.

MUC18-
77

Use of Opioids
from Multiple
Providers in
Persons Without
Cancer

A PubMed search was conducted using combinations of the following search terms: opioid, overdose,
doctor shopping, pharmacy shopping, multiple prescribers, multiple pharmacies. Articles referenced in the
identified articles were scanned for relevance. The CDC Guideline and Clinical and Contextual Evidence
Reviews were also reviewed for relevant references (CDC Guideline: Dowell D, Haegerich TM, Chou R. CDC
Guideline for Prescribing Opioids for Chronic Pain - United States, 2016. MMWR Recomm Rep. 2016 Mar
18;65(1):1-49. doi: 10.15585/mmwr.rr6501el. Available at:
http://www.cdc.gov/drugoverdose/prescribing/guideline.html.; CDC Clinical Evidence Review. Available at:
http://stacks.cdc.gov/view/cdc/38026; CDC Contextual Evidence Review. Available at:
http://stacks.cdc.gov/view/cdc/38027).

Further information on evidence for the measure can be found on the “National Quality Forum - Measure
Testing” document in Section 1a.8.2.

(National Quality Forum - Measure Testing; Section 1a.8.1.)

Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services

Page 75 of 127


https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/29787696
http://www.cdc.gov/drugoverdose/prescribing/guideline.html
http://stacks.cdc.gov/view/cdc/38026
http://stacks.cdc.gov/view/cdc/38027

MUC ID ‘

Measure Title ‘

List of Measures under Consideration for December 1, 2018

Followed by
Death or Acute
Care

Rationale
MUC18- Use of Opioids at This measure received systematic review by Clinical Practice Guideline recommendation, other systematic
78 High Dosage in review and grading of the body of evidence, and review by The Centers for Medicare and Medicaid (CMS)
Persons Without Part D Overutilization Monitoring System (OMS) and PubMed.
Cancer Further information on evidence for the measure can be found on the “National Quality Forum - Measure
Testing” document in Section 1a.8.2.
(National Quality Forum - Measure Testing; Section 1a.8.1.)
MUC18- Use of Opioids This measure received systematic review by Clinical Practice Guideline recommendation, other systematic
79 from Multiple review and grading of the body of evidence, and review by The Centers for Medicare and Medicaid (CMS)
Providers and at Part D Overutilization Monitoring System (OMS) and PubMed.
High Dosage in Further information on evidence for the measure can be found on the “National Quality Forum - Measure
Persons Without Testing” document in Section 1a.8.2.
Cancer (National Quality Forum - Measure Testing; Section 1a.8.1.)
MUC18- Transitions from Transitions of care are broadly defined as patient movement across healthcare settings, including between
101 Hospice Care, providers of care and to and from home. [1] The National Academy of Medicine, formerly called the

Institute of Medicine, has described care transitions as particularly vulnerable events for patients. If
transitions are poorly coordinated and managed, they can cause poor health care outcomes for patients and
lead to wasteful resource use. [2] Measuring transitions among hospice patients and assessing outcomes
following transitions from hospice care can therefore provide valuable information about hospices’ quality
of care.

Transitions from hospice care can occur during a patient’s hospice stay or after a patient is discharged alive
from hospice. Care transitions at the end of life are burdensome to patients, families, and the health care
system at large because they are associated with adverse health outcomes, [3,4] lower patient and family
satisfaction, [5] higher health care costs, [6,7] and fragmentation of care delivery. One national study found
that over 10% of all hospice decedents experienced a care transition in the last six months of life, including
to hospitals, skilled nursing facilities, home health programs, or home without hospice services. [8]

Live discharges from hospice care themselves are considered a type of care transition. Though some
patients can be discharged alive from hospice because their clinical status improves or stabilizes, live
discharges among patients who are still considered terminally ill can be potentially concerning. A live
discharge can lead to a patient dying without comprehensive symptom management and psychosocial
support for the patient and family. The national rate of live discharge from hospice has declined in recent
years, yet concerns about live discharge persist. The Medicare Payment Advisory Commission (MedPAC)
found in their 2018 report that in 2016, 25% of providers had live discharge rates greater than 31% and 10%
of providers had rates greater than 53%. The 2016 rates of live discharge among hospices in the 75th and
90th percentile are higher than they were in three preceding years. [9,10] MedPAC suggests that although
some level of live discharges from hospice may be appropriate, providers with substantially higher rates of
live discharge than their peers may have potential quality issues, such as inability to meet patient and
caregiver needs. The report also expressed general support for outcome-based quality measures and
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specific support for a measure that would capture the live discharge rate and burdensome transitions
among hospices.

Examining subsequent care transitions and other events that occur after a live discharge from hospice can
also reveal potential quality of care issues. Most patients express a wish to die at home and outside of the
hospital, and patients discharged alive from hospice are more likely to die in a hospital than patients who
receive hospice care up until death. [11,12] A national study of live discharges found that among hospice
patients who were discharged alive, nearly a quarter were admitted to the hospital, and a third of those
hospitalized following live discharge died within a month of hospice discharge. [13] Many patients reenroll
in hospice following live discharge, creating greater burden on patients, caregivers, and the healthcare
system, regardless of the patient’s outcome. [14] Live discharges from hospice are expected, for example, in
cases where survival improves or patient and family preferences change. However, live discharges from
hospice followed shortly by acute care utilization or death represent potentially avoidable and undesirable
outcomes, and may indicate potential quality concerns.

The issue of care transitions is considered critical by both the public and by hospice stakeholders and policy
experts. “Avoiding unnecessary hospital/ED admissions and readmissions” was classified as a “Highly
Prioritized Measurement Opportunity for Hospice Care” in NQF’s Performance Measurement Coordination
Strategy for Hospice and Palliative Care in 2012. [15]
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This measure was developed using the CDC Guideline for Prescribing Opioids for Chronic Pain — United
States, 2016 (https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/65/rr/rr6501el.htm), and the Surgeon General’s Report
on Alcohol, Drugs, and Health (https://addiction.surgeongeneral.gov/) and is therefore based on scientific
evidence consistent with establishing each of the 5 components that comprise the composite.
The CDC Guideline provides clarity on opioid prescribing recommendations based on the most recent
scientific evidence, informed by expert opinion and stakeholder and public input. A large body of research
has identified high-risk prescribing practices that contribute to the overdose epidemic (e.g., high-dose and
duration prescribing, overlapping opioid and benzodiazepine prescriptions, and extended-release/long-
acting [ER/LA] opioids for acute pain).
This composite measure, derived from the CDC Guideline, is aimed at addressing problematic initial
prescribing. It has the potential to optimize treatment and improve patient safety using evidence-based,
best practices, as well as mitigate opioid pain medication misuse that contributes to the opioid overdose
epidemic.
CDC Guideline References
24.Bohnert AS, Valenstein M, Bair MJ, et al. Association between opioid prescribing patterns and opioid
overdose-related deaths. JAMA 2011;305:1315-21.
26.Jamison RN, Sheehan KA, Scanlan E, Matthews M, Ross EL. Beliefs and attitudes about opioid prescribing
and chronic pain management: survey of primary care providers. J Opioid Manag 2014;10:375-82.
27.Wilson HD, Dansie EJ, Kim MS, Moskovitz BL, Chow W, Turk DC. Clinicians’ attitudes and beliefs about
opioids survey (CAOS): instrument development and results of a national physician survey. J Pain
2013;14:613-27.
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