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If you lose connectivity during the session, click your original join link to regain access to the webinar.

If you experience technical difficulties, 
send a note using the chat box 
in your bottom menu bar, 
and we’ll assist you from there.

Enjoy the session!

Technical Notes and Support



Disclaimer
This webinar series is supported by GS-00F-
0012S/75FCMC22F0101 awarded by the 
Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services. 
The opinions, findings, conclusions, and 
recommendations expressed in this webinar 
are those of the presenter and do not 
necessarily represent the official position or 
policies of the Department of Health and 
Human Services or the Centers for Medicare 
& Medicaid Services.
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Presentation Agenda

1. Introduction to CMS Office of Rural Health Transformation

2. RHTP Overview

3. Q&A
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INFORMATION NOT RELEASABLE TO THE PUBLIC UNLESS AUTHORIZED BY LAW: This information has not been publicly disclosed and may be 
privileged and confidential. It is for internal government use only and must not be disseminated, distributed or copied to persons not authorized 
to receive the information. Unauthorized disclosure may result in prosecution to the full extent of law.

Office of Rural Health 
Transformation
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RHTP Overview
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Opportunity for Impact 

The Rural Health Transformation (RHT) 
Program presents a unique opportunity to 

deliver dependable care to rural 
communities across the country and is 
strongly aligned with Making America 

Healthy Again

The funding awarded by Congress enables 
the RHT Program to put States on a path to 

ensuring every American has access to 
affordable, high-quality care through 

sustainable healthcare innovation
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~60 million 
Americans 

live in rural areas



Program At A Glance
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The RHT Program1 helps State governments to move from a system that fails 
rural America to one that builds lasting success. Through innovative system-wide 
change, the RHT Program is a critical investment for future generations.

Strategic Goals

Make Rural 
America 

Healthy Again

Sustainable 
Access

Workforce 
Development

Innovative 
Care

Tech 
Innovation

Features

State Led Catalytic 
Funding

Transformative 
Change

Sustainable 
Impact

Technical 
Assistance

1. Established by Public Law 119-21 (Section 71401)



Funding At A Glance
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$50 billion over 5 budget 
periods:

• $25 billion distributed evenly 
amongst approved States

• $25 billion allocated based on 
rural factors, application 
initiatives, State policies, and 
quality of application

Other Funding Highlights:

• Up to 50 awards

• One-time application 
opportunity 

• For each budget period, 
recipients will have until the 
end of the following federal 
fiscal year to spend awarded 
funding



Eligibility Requirements
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• All 50 States are encouraged to 
apply for a RHT Program award
− The primary recipient of each 

award is a single State
− The application must come 

from the State government 
and include a letter of 
endorsement signed by the 
governor 

• The District of Columbia and 
U.S. Territories are not eligible

• All other entities and individuals 
are not eligible to apply

Who’s eligible? Who’s not eligible?



Strategic Goals
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Make Rural America Healthy 
Again
Support health innovations and 
new access points to promote 
preventive health and address 
root causes of diseases

Sustainable Access

Help rural providers become 
long-term access points for care 
by improving efficiency and 
sustainability

Workforce Development

Attract and retain a high-skilled 
health care workforce by 
strengthening recruitment and 
retention of healthcare providers 
in rural communities 

Innovative Care
Spark the growth of innovative 
care models to improve health 
outcomes, coordinate care, and 
promote flexible care 
arrangements 

Tech Innovation
Foster use of innovative 
technologies that promote 
efficient care delivery, data 
security, and access to digital 
health tools by rural facilities, 
providers, and patients 



RHT Program Funding Scope
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Use funding to pay for… Do not use funding to pay for…

Transformation of care delivery
 Improved access to, quality of, and 

cost of healthcare in rural America
Expanded or enhanced services but 

not duplicate programs
Technological & infrastructure 

investments and startup costs that 
will have sustainable impact beyond 
the end of the program

New construction
Clinical services that duplicate 
billable services and/or attempt to 
change payment amounts of 
existing fee schedules
Other specified limitations outlined 
in the NOFO



Funding Details
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Reminder: Cooperative Agreement
• The type of award issued under this 

NOFO is a Cooperative Agreement 
(CoAg)

• A CoAg requires substantial 
collaboration between the federal 
awarding agency and the non-federal 
entity (e.g., State) in carrying out the 
activity contemplated by the federal 
award



Distribution of Baseline Funding and Workload 
Funding
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For each budget period, available funding 
is split equally between baseline and 
workload funding

Baseline funding 
distributed equally 
among all 
approved States

* FY 2026 – FY 2030
**No less than a quarter of the States with an approved application are 
allotted workload funding for a given fiscal year

$50 billion awarded over five years,* 
with $10 billion awarded each budget 
period (plus any redistributed funds)

2026

$10 billion

2027

$10 billion

2028

$10 billion
(+redistributed)

2029

$10 billion
(+redistributed)

2030

$10 billion
(+redistributed)

Funding per budget period

50%
Workload 
funding**

50% 
Baseline 
funding



HHS Grant Management Process
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RHTP Resources
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RHTP Resources

20

NOFO and Program Websites
• NOFO posting on Grants.gov
• Rural Health Transformation (RHT) 

Program | CMS.gov/RHTProgram

RHT Program Mailbox
• MAHARural@cms.hhs.gov

Help with Systems
• Grants.gov
• SAM.gov

REMINDER: Sign up for the RHT 
Program Listserv on our website or at: 
Centers for Medicare & Medicaid 
Services (CMS) Email Updates

Note: The NOFO is the ultimate 
source of fact related to this 

program. If anything in this webinar 
differs from the NOFO, applicants 
should follow the guidance in the 

NOFO. 

https://grants.gov/search-results-detail/360442
https://grants.gov/search-results-detail/360442
https://www.cms.gov/priorities/rural-health-transformation-rht-program/rural-health-transformation-rht-program
https://www.cms.gov/priorities/rural-health-transformation-rht-program/rural-health-transformation-rht-program
https://www.cms.gov/priorities/rural-health-transformation-rht-program/rural-health-transformation-rht-program
https://www.cms.gov/priorities/rural-health-transformation-rht-program/rural-health-transformation-rht-program
mailto:MAHARural@cms.hhs.gov
mailto:MAHARural@cms.hhs.gov
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/USCMS/subscriber/new?topic_id=USCMS_13375
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/USCMS/subscriber/new?topic_id=USCMS_13375
http://Grants.gov
http://SAM.gov
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Q&A
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