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ICD-10 Testing Opportunities for Medicare FFS Providers

On July 31, HHS issued a rule (CMS-0043-F) finalizing October 1, 2015, as the new
compliance date for health care providers and health plans to transition to ICD-10.
ICD-10 represents a significant code set change that impacts the entire health care
community.

CMS is taking a comprehensive four-pronged approach to preparedness and testing
for ICD-10 to ensure that CMS, as well as the Medicare Fee-For-Service (FFS)
provider community, is ready:

CMS internal testing of its claims processing systems
CMS Beta testing tools available for download
Acknowledgement testing

End-to-end testing

For more information, see MLN Matters® Special Edition Article #SE1409, “Medicare
FFS ICD-10 Testing Approach.”

Acknowledgement Testing

This past March, CMS conducted a successful ICD-10 acknowledgement testing
week. Providers, suppliers, billing companies, and clearinghouses are welcome to
submit acknowledgement test claims anytime up to the October 1, 2015,
implementation date. In addition, special acknowledgement testing weeks in
November, March, and June of 2015 will give submitters access to real-time help
desk support and allow CMS to analyze testing data. Registration is not required for
these virtual events. Contact your Medicare Administrative Contractor (MAC) for
more information about acknowledgment testing.

End-to-End Testing

CMS plans to offer providers and other Medicare submitters the opportunity to
participate in end-to-end testing with MACs and the Common Electronic Data
Interchange (CEDI) contractor in January, April, and July of 2015. As planned,


https://www.federalregister.gov/articles/2014/08/04/2014-18347/change-to-the-compliance-date-for-the-international-classification-of-diseases-10th-revision
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http://www.cms.gov/eHealth/ListServ_ICD10AckTestWeek.html
http://www.cms.gov/eHealth/ListServ_ICD10AckTestWeek.html
http://www.cms.gov/Research-Statistics-Data-and-Systems/Monitoring-Programs/Medicare-FFS-Compliance-Programs/Review-Contractor-Directory-Interactive-Map/index.html

approximately 2,550 volunteer submitters will have the opportunity to participate over
the course of three testing periods. The goals of this testing are to demonstrate that:

e Providers and submitters are able to successfully submit claims containing
ICD-10 codes to the Medicare FFS claims systems

o CMS software changes made to support ICD-10 result in appropriately
adjudicated claims

e Accurate Remittance Advices are produced

Additional details about end-to-end testing will be available soon.
Keep Up to Date on ICD-10

Visit the CMS ICD-10 website for the latest news and resources to help you prepare.
Sign up for CMS ICD-10 Industry Email Updates and follow us on Twitter.
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