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Acronyms in This Training

 CARE - Continuity Assessment Record and Evaluation. CM S
 CMS - Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services.
 FAQ - Frequently Asked Questions. 0

. IRF — Inpatient Rehabilitation Facility. LTC H U)
. LCDS — LTCH CARE Data Set.

* LTCH - Long-Term Care Hospital. m |RF QRP
« PAC - Post-Acute Care.
« OASIS — Outcome and Assessment Information Set. CARE Q&A —I

* Q&A - Question and Answer.
* QRP - Quality Reporting Program.
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Objectives

« Define the purpose of the Quarterly Q&A.

« State the benefit of using Quarterly Q&A to inform the coding of
post-acute care (PAC) assessment instruments.

* Identify how to use the Quarterly Q&A to refine and clarify
understanding of PAC item guidance.
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CMS

CENTERS FOR MEDICARE & MEDICAID SERVICES

Quarterly Q&A Purpose and
Provider Benefit
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Understanding Data Collection

Build your foundational knowledge using guidance manuals.

— Review procedural instructions, timeframes, and
general coding conventions.

— Become familiar with:

o Intent, rationale, and steps for assessment for
each item.

o The item itself, coding choices, and responses.

— Keep in mind the clarifications and other pertinent
information needed to code the items.

a8
LTCH
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What Is the Quarterly Q&A?

* The Quarterly Q&A, published by the Centers
for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS), is
intended to provide clarifications to existing
guidance.
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Purpose for Quarterly Q&A

* Through inquiries to the PAC Quality Reporting
Program (QRP) Help Desks, CMS identifies

opportunities to clarify or refine guidance. A
— Provides refined and clarified guidance in a |
time|y manner. Questions & Answers

* CMS publishes Quarterly Q&A so that all Home | {
Health Agency (HHA), Long-Term Care Hospital
(LTCH) and Inpatient Rehabilitation Facility (IRF)
providers have the benefit of the clarifications to
existing guidance.
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Settings Currently Receiving Quarterly Q&A

CMS publishes Quarterly Q&A for the following PAC care setting instruments:

-
\'
\‘e—r. ‘k

Outcome and Assessment

Information Set (OASIS) for
Home Health.

Inpatient Rehabilitation
Facility Patient Assessment
Instrument (IRF-PAL).

Quarterly Q&A Basics for IRF and LTCH | August 2021

LTCH Continuity
Assessment Record and

Evaluation Data Set
(CARE).
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Quarterly Q&A Publication
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March March
June June
September September
December December
https://www.cms.gov/Medicare/Quality- https://www.cms.gov/Medicare/Quality-
Initiatives-Patient-Assessment- Initiatives-Patient-Assessment-
Instruments/IRF-Quality-Reporting/IRF-PAI- Instruments/LTCH-Quality-Reporting/LTCH-
and-IRF-PAI-Manual CARE-Data-Set-and-LTCH-QRP-Manual
A A
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https://www.cms.gov/Medicare/Quality-Initiatives-Patient-Assessment-Instruments/LTCH-Quality-Reporting/LTCH-CARE-Data-Set-and-LTCH-QRP-Manual
https://www.cms.gov/Medicare/Quality-Initiatives-Patient-Assessment-Instruments/LTCH-Quality-Reporting/LTCH-CARE-Data-Set-and-LTCH-QRP-Manual
https://www.cms.gov/Medicare/Quality-Initiatives-Patient-Assessment-Instruments/IRF-Quality-Reporting/IRF-PAI-and-IRF-PAI-Manual
https://www.cms.gov/Medicare/Quality-Initiatives-Patient-Assessment-Instruments/IRF-Quality-Reporting/IRF-PAI-and-IRF-PAI-Manual

Consolidated Quarterly Q&A

e —— * CMS publishes Quarterly Q&A that
Patont Assossment Insrument (RF-£AL) l consolidate previously published Q&A in
addition to providing recently added
Long-Term Care Hospital (LTCH) Continuity Assessmen t
Consolidated Jun Record and g::lrlt‘::;:ra:it: Set (LCDS) Q &A .
June 2021 * These consolidated Q&A documents
exist on both the IRF and LTCH QRP
Consolidated September 2020 to June 2021 M anua | we b pag es.

— IRF Consolidated Q&A: June 2020—

@ June 2021.

| . — LTCH Consolidated Q&A: September
(cms 2020—June 2021.
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CMS

CENTERS FOR MEDICARE & MEDICAID SERVICES

Understanding the Use of
Quarterly Q&A

3" AR
INPATIENT
revagiumarion | LTCH

FACILITY LONG-TERM CARE HOSPITAL

Quarterly Q&A Basics for IRF and LTCH | August 2021 11 <O O




Steps to Using Quarterly Q&A

1. Always refer to the item guidance in the
current manual.

2. Consult the most recent Q&A documents.

At times CMS provides new or refined
Instruction that supersedes previously published
guidance. In such cases, use the most recent
guidance.
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Using Guidance Manuals

* The guidance manual contains instruction and directions regarding each
item. Understanding this foundational guidance is key to accurate coding.

 CMS publishes updates to guidance manuals when new items are
Introduced in the assessment instruments.

Manual Manual Link

IRE-PAI https://www.cms.gov/Medicare/Quality-Initiatives-Patient-Assessment-Instruments/IRF-
Quality-Reporting/IRF-PAIl-and-IRF-PAI-Manual

LTCH CARE https://www.cms.gov/Medicare/Quality-Initiatives-Patient-Assessment-Instruments/LTCH-
Quality-Reporting/LTCH-CARE-Data-Set-and-LTCH-QRP-Manual
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https://www.cms.gov/Medicare/Quality-Initiatives-Patient-Assessment-Instruments/IRF-Quality-Reporting/IRF-PAI-and-IRF-PAI-Manual
https://www.cms.gov/Medicare/Quality-Initiatives-Patient-Assessment-Instruments/LTCH-Quality-Reporting/LTCH-CARE-Data-Set-and-LTCH-QRP-Manual

Periodically Reviewing Q&A

* On a quarterly basis, providers should
review the most recent Q&A documents
located on the QRP webpage for their
setting.

« The Q&A contained within these
documents may refine or supersede
published guidance.

Quarterly Q&A are available as PDF
documents that can be printed or shared
electronically.
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CMS Listserv Communications

Initial notification of Quarterly Q&A release is sent via email to CMS listserv
recipients.

EE An official website of the United States government Here’s how you know v

Home | About CMS | Newsroom | Archive | @ Help & Print

C Ms . g oV Search CMS Search @

Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services Receive Email Updates
- S Medicare-Medicaid Private Innovation Regulations & Research, Statistics, Outreach &
Nodcainy RetcadCHi Coordination Insurance Center Guidance Data & Systems Education type your email here

Home > Medicare > Coverage Information Exchange > Listserv

Coverage Information n

Exchange Listserv

Contact CAG Subscribers to the CMS Coverage Email Updates receive notification regarding updates to the CMS Coverage pages. CMS

— Coverage pages include, national coverage analyses (NCAs), national coverage determinations (NCDs), and Medicare Evidence
I

Development & Coverage Advisory Committee (MEDCAC) meeting information. Updates may also include the Agency for
Public Comments Healthcare Research and Quality (AHRQ) posting of draft technology assessment reports for scientific review. TA announcements

include a link to the TA and review form
Reports

Updates are sent weekly or when the document posted is time-sensitive

s
You can sign up for this listserv, and all other CMS listservs, in the bottom right corner of any page on CMS.gov. ihd ﬂﬂﬂ
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Spotlight and Announcement of New Quarterly Q&A

Release of the Quarterly Q&A is posted on the Spotlight and Announcements QRP webpages.

CMS.gov

Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services

BE An official website of the United States government Here’s how ,’.
)
A \ Home | About CMS | Newsroom | Archive | @ Help = Print
N »
ABILITATIC
AL Y Search CMS Search
QUALITY REPOR
PROGRA
Medicare-Medicaid Private tion Regulations & Research, Statistics, Outreach &

Medicare ~ Medicaid/CHIP

Center Guidance Data & Sy

Coordi

Home > Medicare > Inpatient Rehabilitation Facility Quality Reporting Program > IRF Quality Reporting Spotlight & Announcements

Inpatient Rehabilitation
Facility Quality Reporting
Program

IRF Quality Reporting Spotlight &
Announcements

IRF Quality Reporting Measures
Information

IRF-PAl and IRF QRP Manual

Quarterly Q&A Basics for IRF and LTCH |
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Inpatient Rehabilitation Facility (IRF) Quality Reporting Program (QRP)
Spotlights & Announcements

Now available! Our new Provider Data Catalog makes it easier for you to search and download publicly reported data.
We’ve also improved Medicare’s compare sites.

Find program guidance and information about our response to COVID-19 here: COVID-19 Updates

Updates

March 18, 2021

Inpatient Rehabilitation Facility Patient Assessment Instrument (IRF-PAI) Quarterly Q&A, March 2021, Consolidated June
2020 to March 2021

The Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) is publishing the Inpatient Rehabilitation Facility Patient Assessment
Instrument (IRF-PAI) Quarterly Q&As, March 2021, Consolidated June 2020 to March 2021 document so that all IRF providers
have the benefit of the clarifications to existing guidance. Through inquiries to the IRF Post-Acute Care (PAC) Quality Reporting
Program (QRP) Help Desk, CMS identifies the opportunity to clarify or refine guidance.

The Quarterly Q&A document can be accessed via the IRF-PAI and IRF QRP Manual webpage.

August 2021
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Home > Medicare > Long Term Care Hospital Quality Reporting Program > LTCH Quality Reporting Spotlight Announcements

Long Term Care Hospital
Quality Reporting
Program

LTCH Quality Reporting Spotlight
Announcements

LTCH Quality Reporting Measures
Information

LTCH CARE Data Set & LTCH QRP

Long-Term Care Hospital (LTCH) Quality Reporting Program (QRP) Spotlights &
Announcements

Now available! Our new Provider Data Catalog makes it easier for you to search and download our publicly reported
data. We've also improved Medicare’s compare sites.

Find program guidance and information about our response to COVID-19 here: COVID-19 Updates

Updates

March 18, 2021
LTCH CARE Data Set Quarterly Q&As, March 2021, Consolidated September 2020 to March 2021

The Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) is publishing the LTCH CARE Data Set (LCDS) Quarterly Q&As, March
2021, Consolidated September 2020 to March 2021 document, so that all LTCH providers have the benefit of the clarifications to
existing guidance. Through inquiries to the LTCH Post-Acute Care (PAC) Quality Reporting Program (QRP) Help Desk, CMS
identifies the opportunity to clarify or refine guidance.

The Quarterly Q&As document can be accessed via the LTCH CARE Data Set end LTCH QRP Manual webpage.
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Finding Quarterly Q&A

 Announced on the
LTCH and IRF
QRP Manual
webpages, under
Updates.

* The documentis
found in the
Downloads
section of the IRF
and LTCH Manual
webpages.
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Medicare-Medicaid Private Ovation Regulations & Research, Statistics, Outreach &

Sedicarny iisicadiCS Coordination Insurance Center Guidance Data & Systems Education

Home > Medicare > Inpatient Rehabiltation Faciity Quality Reporting Program > IRF-PAI and IRF QRP Manual

Inpatient Rehabilitation n
Facility Quality Reporting
Program

IRF-PAI and IRF-PAI Manual

This page includes the current versions of the IRF-PAI, the Quality Indicator Section of the IRF-PAI Manual, and associated

IRF Quality Reporting Spotlight & This page will be updated when

Announcements
« An update is made to these resources
IRF Quality Reporting Measures

* Anewer version becomes available
Information ) ) ) .
« Important information regarding these tools needs to be communicated

IRF-PAI and IRF QRP Manual

The older versions of these documents will remain available for reference in the Archives section
IRF Quality Reporting Archives March 18, 2021
Inpatient ilitation Facility Patient (IRF-PAI) Quarterly Q&A, March 2021, Consolidated June

2020 to March 2021

The Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) is publishing the Inpatient Rehabilitation Facility Patient Assessment
Instrument (IRF-PAI) Quarterly Q&As, March 2021, Consolidated June 2020 to March 2021 document so that all IRF providers have
the benefit of the clarifications to existing guidance. Through inquiries to the IRF Post-Acute Care (PAC) Quality Reporting Program
(QRP) Help Desk, CMS identifies the opportunity to clarify or refine guidance

The Quarterly Q8A document is available in the Downloads section of this webpage.

December 16, 2020

Downloads

IRF-PAIFQuarterly-QAs-March-2021-C June-2020-to-March-2021-02-03-21 (PDF)
Final IRF-PAI Version 4.0 Change Table (PDF)

Final IRF-PAI Version 4.0 - Effective October 1 2020 (PDF)

December 2020 IRF-PAI Quarterly Q8As (PDF)

September-2020-1RF-PAI-Ouarterly-0As-10-5.20 (PDF:

= i U WEUSIE U1 UK Ui States yuve

LUHG.TEHM [:AHE Hnsprm iHome | About CMS | Newsroom | Archive | @ Help & Print
CMS. gov QUALITY REPORTING Seach
Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services PROGRAM

Medicare  Medicaid/CHIP Medicare-Me‘:licaid Private Ovation Reg::::’:z: & Research, Statistics, Outreach &

Coordination Insurance Center Data & Systems Education

Home > Medicare > Long Term Care Hospital Qualty Reporting Program > LTCH CARE Data Set & LTCH QRP Manual

Long Term Care Hospital

Quality Reporting Long-Term Care Hospital (LTCH) Continuity A Record and ion
Program (CARE) Data Set & LTCH CARE Data Set Manual

LICH Quality Reporting Spotlight This page includes the current versions of LTCH CARE Data Set (LCDS), LTCH CARE Data Set Manual and associated documents.
Announcements This page will be updated when:

LICH Quality Reporting Measures » An update is made to either of these resources

Information « Anewer version becomes available
LTCH CARE Data Set & LTCH QRP
Manual

« Important information regarding these tools needs to be communicated

The older versions of these documents will remain available for reference in the LTCH Quality Reporting Program Archives

CUpdates)

March 18, 2021

Long-Term Care Hospital (LTCH) Continuity Assessment Record and Evaluation (CARE) Data Set Quarterly Q&As, March
2021, Consolidated September 2020 to March 2021

The Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) is publishing the LTCH CARE Data Set (LCDS) Quarterly Q&As, March 2021
Consolidated September 2020 to March 2021 document, so that all LTCH providers have the benefit of the clarifications to existing
quidance, CMS identifies the opportunity to clarify or refine guidance.

The Quarterly Q8As document is available in the Downloads section of this webpage.

December 16, 2020

Downloads

LCDS-Quarterly-QAs-March-2021-Consolidated-Sej
December 2020 CMS Quarterly LTCH Q&As (PDF)
September-2020-LCDS-Quarterly-QAs_08_25_20 (PDF)

LTCH CARE Data Set V5.0 - Effective October 1, 2020 (ZIP) (ZIP)

| TCH CARE Data Set Version 4 00 (ZIP

ber-2020-to-March-2021-02-03-21 (PDF)

Quarterly Q&A Basics for IRF and LTCH | August 2021

17




How Q&As Effect Guidance

The Quarterly Q&A impact guidance in the following ways:
 Clarification.
— Descriptive examples and content meant to further understanding.
« Enhancement/Refinement.
— Details and nuances to illustrate the intent of coding items and responses.
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Clarifying Guidance

* In the following example, a term is
clarified by providing new
language that promotes the
understanding of the instruction
provided for the GG0130 and
GGO0170 items.

Quarterly Q&A Basics for IRF and LTCH | August 2021



Example 1 Question and Answer

Question:
For section GG, what is the definition of “therapeutic intervention™?

Answer:

At Admission, the self-care or mobility performance code is to reflect the patient’s baseline
ability to complete the activity, prior to the benefit of services provided by your facility staff. “Prior
to the benefit of services” means prior to provision of any care by your facility staff that would
result in more independent coding. Please note that the term “prior to the benefit of services”
replaces the term “therapeutic intervention” for the GG activities.

At times CMS provides new or refined instruction that supersedes previously published
guidance. In such cases, use the most recent guidance.

Taken from LCDS Quarterly Q&As, September 2020, Q.3
fka ]
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Enhancing/Refining
Guidance

* In this example, a provider is
requesting assistance in
understanding how to code.

 The answer expands upon
existing guidance by including
specific instruction and details to
help explain the approach
needed to code using
performance codes.

Quarterly Q&A Basics for IRF and LTCH | August 2021




Example 2 Question

Question:

On day 2, during an evaluation, the Physical Therapist (PT) feels the patient is
unable to complete an activity such as sit to stand without providing therapy
services; for example, skilled instruction on safe body mechanics for transfers
or proper technique to maintain weight-bearing restrictions.

|s it appropriate to code 88 as the admission assessment of baseline functional
status prior to benefiting from therapy services? The PT initiated treatment by
providing a walker, instructing in its use, and offering cues for proper technique.
The patient performed sit to stand transfers with moderate assistance the rest
of day 2 and day 3.

ik
INPATIENT
REHABILITATION
LONG-TERM CARE HOSPITAL

FACILI
Quarterly Q&A Basics for IRF and LTCH | August 2021 22 Wil oG




Example 2 Answer

Answer:

At Admission, the self-care or mobility performance code is to reflect the

patient’s baseline ability to complete the activity, prior to the benefit of services
provided by your facility staff.

For the admission assessment, the patient may be assessed based on the first
use of an assistive device or equipment that has not been previously used. The
clinician would provide assistance, as needed, in order for the patient to
complete the activity safely, and code based on the type and amount of
assistance required prior to the benefit of services provided by your facility/staff.
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Example 2 Answer (cont. 1)

Answer:

“Prior to the benefit of services” means prior to provision of any care by your
facility staff that would result in more independent coding.

Introducing a new device should not automatically be considered as “providing
a service.” Whether a device used during the clinical assessment is new to the
patient or not, use clinical judgment to code based on the type and amount of
assistance that is required for the patient to complete the activity prior to the
benefit of services provided by your facility/staff.
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Example 2 Answer (cont. 2)

Answer:

Communicating the activity request (i.e., “Can you stand up from the toilet?”) would not be
considered verbal cueing. If additional prompts are required in order for the patient to safely
complete the activity (“Push down on the grab bar,” etc.), the assessing clinician may need to

use clinical judgment to determine the most appropriate code, utilizing the Coding Section GG
Activities Decision Tree.

In your scenario, if even with assistance the patient was unable to perform the sit to stand
activity prior to the benefit of services and the performance code cannot be determined based
on patient/caregiver report, collaboration with other agency staff, or assessment of similar
activities use the appropriate “activity not attempted” code.

Taken from IRF-PAI Quarterly Q&As, March 2021, Consolidated June 2020—March 2021.

3" AR
INPATIENT
revagiumarion | LTCH

FACILI LONG-TERM CARE HOSPITAL

Quarterly Q&A Basics for IRF and LTCH | August 2021 25 Wil oG




b Knowledge Check: What is the purpose of the Quarterly
Q&A?

A. Provides clarification and refinement to guidance.
B. Introduces changes to assessment instruments.

C. Informs providers of upcoming guidance manual changes.

D.Provides information on measure specification.
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b Knowledge Check: What is the purpose of the Quarterly
Q&A?

o A. Provides clarification and refinement to guidance.
B. Introduces changes to assessment instruments.

C. Informs providers of upcoming guidance manual changes.

D.Provides information on measure specification.
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Knowledge Check: Where are the Quarterly Q&A located
for IRF and LTCH?

A. On the QRP Spotlight and Announcement webpages.
B.In the IRF and LTCH guidance manuals.
C.On the CMS Listserv webpage.

D.On the LTCH and IRF QRP manual webpages.

ik
INPATIENT
REHABILITATION
LON

FACILI
Quarterly Q&A Basics for IRF and LTCH | August 2021 28 WAL REPORTIG




Knowledge Check: Where are the Quarterly Q&A located
for IRF and LTCH?

A. On the QRP Spotlight and Announcement webpages.
B.In the IRF and LTCH guidance manuals.
C.On the CMS Listserv webpage.

Q D.On the LTCH and IRF QRP manual webpages.
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CENTERS FOR MEDICARE & MEDICAID SERVICES

Setting-Specific Resources
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Inpatient Rehabilitation Facility Resources

C Ms .gov Searcn s e

Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services

Medicare Medicaid/CHIP

Home > Medtge > Inpatient Rehabilitation F acility Quality Reporting Program > IRF-PAI and IRF QRP Manual

Inpatient n

Rehabilitation
Facility Quality
Reporting Program
IRF Quality Reporting

Spotlight & Announcements

IRF Quality Reporting
Measures Information

IRF-PAl and IRF QRP Manual

IRF Quality Reporting
Technical Information

IRF Quality Reporting Training
IRF Quality Public Reportin;
IRF Quality Reporting FAGs

IRF Quality Reporting Data
Submission Deadlines

IRF Quality Reporting
Reconsideration and
Exception & Extension

How to Update Inpatient
Rehabilitation Facility (IRF]
Demographic Data

IRF Patient Experience of Care
IRF Quality Reporting Help

IRF Quality Reporting Archives

'R‘ni'i'ii?i Private  Innovation Regulations & Research, Statistics, Outreach &
e Insurance Center Guidance Data & Systems Education
Coordination

Home | About CMS | Newsroom | Archive | @ Help & Print

wd IRF-PAI Manual

This page includes the current versions of the IRF-PAI, the Quality Indicator Section of the IRF-PAI Manual,
and associated documents. This page will be updated when:

+ An update is made to these resources
» Anewer version becomes available

+ Important information regarding these tools needs to be communicated

The older versions of these documents will remain available for reference in the Archives section.

For additional information related to the IRF Prospective Payment System (PPS) requirements, please
refer to the IRF PPS webpage

IRF-PAI

The IRF-PAI is the assessment instrument IRF providers use to collect patient assessment data for quality
measure ion and payment ination in with the IRF Quality Reporting Program
(QRP). Completion of the IRF-PAI is required for each Medicare Part A fee-for-service and Medicare Part C
patient discharged from an IRF. For more information about data collection and submission for the QRP,
please refer to the IRF Quality Reporting Data ission Deadlines webpage.

IRF-PAI Manual

The purpose of the IRF-PAI Manual is to offer continuing guidance to IRFs regarding collection,
submission, and reporting of assessment data. The IRF-PAI Manual offers item-by-item coding instructions
and coding examples for each item to assist IRF staff to accurately complete the IRF-PAIL The most recent
wversion of the IRF-PAI Manual is available in the Downloads section below.

Updates
March 18, 2021

Inpatient Rehabilitation Facility Patient Assessment Instrument (IRF-PAI) Quarterly Q&A, March
2021, Consolidated June 2020 to March 2021

The Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services {CMS) is publishing the Inpatient Rehabilitation Facility
Patient Assessment Instrument (IRF-PAI) Quarterly Q&8As, March 2021, Consolidated June 2020 to March
2021 document so that all IRF providers have the benefit of the clarifications to existing guidance  Through
inguiries to the IRF Post-Acute Care (PAC) Quality Reporting Program (QRP) Help Desk, CMS identifies
the opportunity to clarify or refine guidance.

The Quarterly Q&A document is available in the Downloads section of this webpage.

« |IRF-PAI guidance manual and Quarterly Q&A:

https://www.cms.gov/Medicare/Quality-

Initiatives-Patient-Assessment-

Instruments/IRF-Quality-Reporting/IRF-PAI-

and-IRF-PAI-Manual.

IRF providers may submit questions regarding
QRP requirements, data submission timelines,

and coding questions to:

IRF.questions@cms.hhs.gov.

Quarterly Q&A Basics for IRF and LTCH |

August 2021
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https://www.cms.gov/Medicare/Quality-Initiatives-Patient-Assessment-Instruments/IRF-Quality-Reporting/IRF-PAI-and-IRF-PAI-Manual
https://www.cms.gov/Medicare/Quality-Initiatives-Patient-Assessment-Instruments/IRF-Quality-Reporting/IRF-PAI-and-IRF-PAI-Manual
https://www.cms.gov/Medicare/Quality-Initiatives-Patient-Assessment-Instruments/IRF-Quality-Reporting/IRF-PAI-and-IRF-PAI-Manual
https://www.cms.gov/Medicare/Quality-Initiatives-Patient-Assessment-Instruments/IRF-Quality-Reporting/IRF-PAI-and-IRF-PAI-Manual
mailto:IRF.questions@cms.hhs.gov

Long-Term Care Hospital Resources

Home | About CMS | Newsroom | Archive | @ Help £ Print

c Ms .gov Searen cws [ Soor

Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services
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Long-Term Care Hospital (LTCH) Continuity Assessment Record
and Evaluation (CARE) Data Set & LTCH CARE Data Set Manual

This page includes the current versions of LTCH CARE Data Set (LCDS), LTCH CARE Data Set Manual
and associated documents. This page will be updated when:

- An update is made to either of these resources
+ Anewer version becomes available

+ Important information regarding these tools needs to be communicated

The older versions of these documents will remain available for reference in the LTCH Quality Reporting
Pragram Archives.

The LCDS Section |, Active Diagnoses, to ICD-10 Mapping

Aresource document that provides a mapping of Section | data elements in the LCDS to ICD-10 codes,
where applicable, is available. Definitions of primary diagnoses, comorbidities, and coexisting conditions in
Section | remain unchanged. Providers should follow the coding instructions found in Chapter 3 Section | of
the LTCH QRP Manual is available in the Downloads section of this webpage. This information is intended
to assist providers in identifying patients with these diagnoses. For those diagnosis categories that are not
based on a hierarchical condition category, the list of diagnosis codes is not all-inclusive

Questions regarding this file should be sent to the LTCH Quality Questions Help Desk
at LTCHQualityQ 1s@cms.hhs.gov.

The LCDS

The LCDS is the assessment instrument LTCH providers use to collect patient assessment data in
accordance with the LTCH Quality Reporting Program (QRP). Patient assessment data is collected on
admission, discharge (planned or unplanned), and for patients who die (expired). The LCDS V 4.0 was
implemented July 1, 2018 and is currently in use. For more information about data collection and

submission, please refer to the LTCH Quality Reporting Data Submission Deadlines pags

The LTCH QRP Manual

The LTCH QRP Manual provides guidance to LTCHs ding quality data collection, submission, and
reporting to comply with the requirements of the LTCH QRP. The LTCH QRP Manual offers item-by-item
coding instructions and coding examples for each item for LTCH staff to accurately complete the LCDS.
The most recent version of the LTCH QRP Manual is available in the Downloads section belov:.
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« LTCH CARE guidance manual and
Quarterly Q&A:

https://www.cms.gov/Medicare/Quality-
Initiatives-Patient-Assessment-
Instruments/LTCH-Quality-Reporting/LTCH-
CARE-Data-Set-and-LTCH-QRP-Manual.

 LTCH providers can submit inquiries
regarding clarification, questions, or issues
to the LTCH Quality Questions Help Desk
at: LTCHQualityQuestions@cms.hhs.gov.
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https://www.cms.gov/Medicare/Quality-Initiatives-Patient-Assessment-Instruments/LTCH-Quality-Reporting/LTCH-CARE-Data-Set-and-LTCH-QRP-Manual
mailto:LTCHQualityQuestions@cms.hhs.gov

* Quarterly Q&A is published on the IRF and LTCH
- QRP webpages on a quarterly basis.

* |t is essential to periodically review Quarterly Q&A
to remain current with guidance.

* Quarterly Q&A can help clarify, refine, or evolve
guidance.

fika
INPATIENT

REHABILITATION
LONG-TERM CARE HOSPITAL

FACILI
Quarterly Q&A Basics for IRF and LTCH | August 2021 33 Wil oG




	Quarterly Q&A Basics for IRF and LTCH Providers
	Acronyms in This Training
	Objectives
	Quarterly Q&A Purpose and Provider Benefit
	Understanding Data Collection
	What Is the Quarterly Q&A?
	Purpose for Quarterly Q&A
	Settings Currently Receiving Quarterly Q&A
	Quarterly Q&A Publication
	Consolidated Quarterly Q&A

	Understanding the Use of Quarterly Q&A
	Steps to Using Quarterly Q&A
	Using Guidance Manuals
	Periodically Reviewing Q&A
	CMS Listserv Communications
	Spotlight and Announcement of New Quarterly Q&A
	Finding Quarterly Q&A
	How Q&As Effect Guidance
	Clarifying Guidance
	Enhancing/Refining Guidance

	Knowledge Check: What is the purpose of the Quarterly Q&A?
	Knowledge Check: Where are the Quarterly Q&A located for IRF and LTCH?

	Setting-Specific Resources
	Inpatient Rehabilitation Facility Resources
	Long-Term Care Hospital Resources
	Summary



