
 
 

 
 

 
 

  
  

 
    
  

 
      

    
       

 

 

  
 

 
 

  

  

   
    

     
 

 

TERMINATION NOTICEDEPARTMENT OF HEALTH & HUMAN 
SERVICES 
Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services 
7500 Security Boulevard, Mail Stop C2-21-16 
Baltimore, Maryland   21244-1850 

Center for Clinical Standards and Quality/Quality, Safety & Oversight Group 
Public Notice 

Date July 15, 2026 
Title Suspension of CLIA Certificate 

Steven Unkel, MD, 19D0464339 

On June 2, 2026, the laboratory’s CLIA certificate, located at 811 James Ave Suite A, 
Farmerville, LA 71241 will be suspended due to their failure to meet CLIA requirements. In 
addition, the laboratory’s approval to receive Medicare payments will be canceled. 

The laboratory was notified on June 2, 2026. 

When a laboratory’s CLIA certificate is suspended, it is required to cease all patient laboratory 
testing, including waived and provider-performed microscopy testing, regardless of whether or 
not the laboratory charges for the testing. The laboratory may continue to perform parallel testing 
on specimens if needed to implement corrective actions; however, the laboratory may not report 
any test results during the period of suspension. 

CMS is committed to patient safety and quality of care. 

This action may still be appealable. To verify the certificate status and review the Statement of 
Deficiencies Report, visit QCOR. You may also contact FOIA_request@cms.hhs.gov for 
additional findings associated with these sanctions. To learn more about the CLIA, please visit 
https://www.cms.gov/medicare/quality/clinical-laboratory-improvement-amendments. 
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