ANNIVERSARY

Medicare
Enrollment

MEDICARE & MEDICAID:

THEN & NOW

19 million
seniors
(1in 10 Americans)

Percent of Seniors
with Insurance

52%
had some sort
of health insurance

Medicaid & CHIP
Coverage

None
(programs
didn't exist)

Poverty Rate
Among Seniors

Life Expectancy

Prescription Drug
Coverage for Seniors

None
(no drug benefit)

Percent of Seniors
Seeing a Physician
Annually

Uninsured
Children

31%

of low-income

Percent of Births
Covered by Medicaid

Infant Mortality
Rate

24
per 1,000 births

*All source files for above information found on the following page

68 million
beneficiaries
(1in 5 Americans)

Nearly 100% covered
by Medicare and
supplemental plans

82 million
Americans
(1in4)

Male: 76
Female: 81

90% covered
under Part D or
Medicare Advantage

6%
of low-income

5
per 1,000 births
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SOURCE FILES

Medicare Enrollment
https://www.cms.gov/Research-Statistics-Data-and-Systems/Statistics-Trends-and-Reports/
MedicareEnrpts/Downloads/SMI2013.pdf

https://data.cms.gov/sites/default/files/2025-04/CMSFastFacts2025_508.pdf

Percent of Seniors with Insurance
https://www.ssa.gov/policy/docs/ssb/v27n7/v27n7p9.pdf

https://www.kff.org/uninsured/issue-brief/key-facts-about-the-uninsured-
population/#:~:text=The%20analysis%20focuses%200n%20coverage,people%200over%20
age%2065%20uninsured

Medicaid & CHIP Coverage
https://data.cms.gov/sites/default/files/2025-04/CMSFastFacts2025_508.pdf

Poverty Rate Among Seniors
https://www.census.gov/data/tables/time-series/demo/income-poverty/historical-poverty-

people.html

Life Expectancy
https://www.ssa.gov/oact/TR/2025/Ir5a4.html

Prescription Drug Coverage for Seniors
https://www.cms.gov/data-research/statistics-trends-and-reports/trustees-report-trust-funds

Percent of Seniors Seeing Physician Annually

Data from the National Health Interview Survey No. 32. Age Patterns in Medical Care, lliness,
and Disability: United States, July 1963-June 1965. Gleeson, G. A. June 1966. 84 pp. (PHS)
1000. PB-260424. PC AO5 Mf AO1. [PDF - 8.8 MB

https://wwwn.cdc.gov/NHISDataQueryTool/SHS_adult/index.html

Uninsured Children
https://stacks.cdc.gov/view/cdc/12496; https://www?2.census.gov/library/publications/2024/
demo/p60-284.pdf

Percent of Births Covered by Medicaid
https://www.medicaid.gov/medicaid/benefits/downloads/2024-maternal-health-at-a-glance.pdf

Infant Mortality Rate
https://www.cdc.gov/nchs/data/vsus/mort65_2a.pdf;10



https://www.cms.gov/Research-Statistics-Data-and-Systems/Statistics-Trends-and-Reports/MedicareEnrpts/Downloads/SMI2013.pdf
https://data.cms.gov/sites/default/files/2025-04/CMSFastFacts2025_508.pdf
https://www.ssa.gov/policy/docs/ssb/v27n7/v27n7p9.pdf
https://www.kff.org/uninsured/issue-brief/key-facts-about-the-uninsured-population/#:~:text=The%20analysis%20focuses%20on%20coverage,people%20over%20age%2065%20uninsured
https://data.cms.gov/sites/default/files/2025-04/CMSFastFacts2025_508.pdf
https://www.census.gov/data/tables/time-series/demo/income-poverty/historical-poverty-people.html
https://www.ssa.gov/oact/TR/2025/lr5a4.html
https://www.cms.gov/data-research/statistics-trends-and-reports/trustees-report-trust-funds
https://www.cdc.gov/nchs/data/series/sr_10/sr10_032acc.pdf
https://wwwn.cdc.gov/NHISDataQueryTool/SHS_adult/index.html
https://stacks.cdc.gov/view/cdc/12496; https://www2.census.gov/library/publications/2024/demo/p60-28
https://www.medicaid.gov/medicaid/benefits/downloads/2024-maternal-health-at-a-glance.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/nchs/data/vsus/mort65_2a.pdf



