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Topics

The data publication tutorial outlines what the Open Payments Program is, how
the data is submitted to CMS, what data is published and how this data is
accessed.

* Open Payments Program Overview

* Publication Rules and Exceptions
* Accessing Published Data
* Online Search and Data Explorer Tools

* Program Resources
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Open Payments Program Overview

Open Payments is a statutorily-required, national disclosure program that promotes
transparency and accountability by making information about the financial relationships
between reporting entities and covered recipients available to the public

* Reporting Entities -refers to pharmaceutical and medical device manufacturers and
their distributors who are required to report payments and other transfers of value to
Open Payments; also referred to as Applicable Manufacturers and Applicable Group
Purchasing Organizations (GPOs)

« Covered Recipients -refers to physicians, non-physician practitioners (NPP), and
teaching hospitals receiving payments or other transfers of value from Applicable
Manufacturers and GPOs

* NPP - collectively refers to physician assistants, nurse practitioners, clinical nurse
specialists, certified registered nurse anesthetists, anesthesiologist's assistants, and
certified nurse-midwifes provider types

The Open Payments data provides health care consumers with information to make
informed health care decisions

Disclosure of the financial relationships between the reporting entity and covered
recipients is not intended to signify inappropriate relationships, and Open Payments does
not prohibit such transactions



Data Sources and Types

Reporting entities must enter detailed information about payments, other
transfers of value made to covered recipients, and ownership or investment
interests held by physicians or physicians’ immediate family members into the
Open Payments system

There are three major reporting categories:

* General Payments: Payments or other transfers of value made that are not in
connection with research agreements or research protocol. General payments
may include but are not limited to gifts, meals, honoraria, and travel.

* Research Payments: Payments or other transfers of value made in connection
with a research agreement or research protocol.

* Physician Ownership Information: Information about physicians and
physicians’ immediate family members, who have an ownership or investment
interest in the reporting entity.



Program Year 2025 Timeline

STEP 1 STEP 2 STEP 3 STEP 4

- Physicians & Teaching
A Hospitals
9 P REVIEW & DISPUTE
4 g DATA

G)
7
_ Applicable f/_xop'i_cavble - _ f/}op'iéé{b'e N DATA DISPLAYED
Manufacturers & GPOs Manufacturers & GPOs Manufacturers & GPOs on CMS public website
DATA COLLECTION SUBMIT PAYMENT REVIEW & CORRECT
DATA DATA
2025 PROGRAM YEAR
January 1. Fe bruary 1 - April 1 - May 15, 2026 Initial Publication by June 30,2026
December 31, 2025 March 31, 2026 May 16 - May 30, 2026 Refresh Publication Early 2027

* Initial publication contains data submitted and attested to by the Submission End Date
(March 31, 2026) and reviewed, edited and re-attested by the Correction End Date (May 30,
2026)

* Refresh publication contains data submitted and attested to by the Submission End Date
(March 31, 2026) and reviewed, edited and re-attested by the Calendar Year End Date
(December 31, 2026)
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Publication Exclusions and Limitations

*  Delay in Publication

A delay in publication can be requested for a research record related to research or
development of a new drug, biological, device, or medical supply; a new application of
an existing drug, biological, device, or medical supply; or clinical investigations
regarding a new drug, biological, device, or medical supply

Records with a requested a delay in publication will not be published

* Archived Program Years

Program years that have reached their fifth full year of publication (including data
publication and data refresh) are closed and archived.

Archived program years are not searchable, but are accessible on the Archived Dataset
Page (https://openpaymentsdata.cms.gov/datasets/archived )



https://openpaymentsdata.cms.gov/datasets/archived

Publication Exclusions and Limitations (cont’d)

* Late Reporting

* Datasubmitted and attested after the submission deadline is considered late and is not
included in initial publication or the next refresh publication

« Change in covered recipient identifying information

* Records in which physician, non-physician practitioner or principal investigator
identifying information is changed after the submission end date are not included in the
initial publication or the next data refresh publication.

* Such a change requires the deletion of the original record and submission of a new
corrected record; after the submission closing date, the corrected record would be a late
submission

» These corrected records may be eligible for publication in the following calendar year’s
initial data publication

* Deleted Records

* Deleted records may be published depending on when the record is deleted
* Records deleted by May 30th are not published in the initial data publication or in any
subsequent publications
* Records deleted between May 31st and December 31st are included in the initial June
publication and will be removed during the annual data refresh



Publication Exclusions and Limitations (cont’d)

« Changes to Non-disputed records

* Records without disputes that are updated after the submission period and before
the correction period will not be published in the initial data publication. This is
done to allow the required 45 days for a covered recipient to review their
records.

* The updated version of the record will be published in the data refresh publication if
it was resubmitted and attested by November 15, which is also called the “modified
without dispute cutoff date”.

» Updates to non-disputed records that are resubmitted and attested after the
modified-without-dispute cutoff date in Novemberare published the
following June.

 For previously published records that were edited during the current
program year, please refer to the Open Payments Data Dictionary and
Methodology Document for publishing limitations
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Accessing the Published Data

The published data is available on the Open Payments Search Tool at
https://openpaymentsdata.cms.gov/

The Open Payments Search Tool is a one stop shop for access to all the published data

Users can:
* View summary data
» Search the data for providers, teaching hospitals and companies to see individual
profiles with detailed information about the reported data.
* Download full datasets
 Filter and download datasets

The Advanced Search - Allows the users to refine their search for more accurate and
relevant profile page results

12


https://openpaymentsdata.cms.gov/

Open Payments Search Tool

* The Open Payments Search Tool provides a search field on the landing page
that allows users to perform a quick search for anindividual healthcare provider,
Teaching Hospital or Company and access profile pages that contain payment
data:

#3 An official website of the United States government Here's how you know v

OpenPOymer\’rsDo’ro CMSQOV Datasets > Summary Data > About >

A2 OPEN
N\ PAYMENTS

Learn about the financial relationships that drug
and medical device companies have with
healthcare providers.

Learn more about Open Payments >

What are you looking for?

Enter a keyword to view profiles to see individual records for providers, companies,

L NP FU P

Search the Data=




Open Payments Search Tool (cont’d.)

* Advanced Search - Allows the users to refine theirsearch for a particular
physician, non- physician practitioner, teaching hospital or company making
payments for more accurate and relevant profile page results:

2V OPEN
PAYMEMNTS
Learn about the financial relationships that drug
and medical device companies have with
healthcare providers.

Whal ane e lookeg Tor?

Adwvanced Search
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Provider Profile Pages

° The pI'OVideI' proﬁle page Totals by record type in 2024
displays information about the @ What are the different record types?

. General Payment Records 2,59 6.34
provider by year, payment type, y L
and OtheI' aVaﬂable ﬁlteI'S Research Payment Records N/A
. . Associated research funding N /A
* The provider is compared to
Other providers in the Same Ownership and investment interest N/A
specialty and to all
. . General Payments Across All Years Display as: i Chart
providers nationally o
6k # ppppp S~ - Dt -~
{ = ~~— _

US Dallas
N
=

2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023
Program Year

—a— Physician XYZ
- @ - Specialty Mean

US Mean

Measure: (8 Mean (O Median

For illustrative purposes only
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Provider Profile Page (cont’d)

° Th B d f 1 General Payments by Nature of Top Companies Making General
e prOVI er pro 1 e page Payment in 2024 Payments in 2024
© What are the different natures of payment

provides data reported by \ B o

Nature of Payment Consa 1 —
* The user can view the list of et |

payments and download data —— |
* The top companies making

payments to the provider are

displayed with the amount e erener

reported O — I

For illustrative purposes only 17



Company Profile Page

* The company profile page
displays information for
payments by year, payment
type, and a graphical chart or
table to display seven years of

payment amounts submitted.

Totals by record type in 2024

0 What are the different record types?

General Payment Records $28,019,001~40
(256,585 records)

Research Payment Records $498,210,52818
(6,502 records)

Ownership and investment interest N / A

Display as: i Chart &5 Table

General Payments Across All Years
40m}

30m+

o 20m4
s
2 1om]
)

0

2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024

Program Year
—— ABC Corp

For illustrative purposes only



Company Profile Page (cont’d)

* The company profile page

General Payments by Nature of Payment

displays payment information in 2024
by Nature Of Payment aCI'OSS © What are the different natures of payment?
the most recent seven program

years

* Additional payment data
provided on the profile page
allows users to view:

* Top recipients receiving

Number of

. Nature of payment & Amount (%) € o s

payments for a particular R

® Debt forgiveness $4,500,141.21 (85.1%) 78
payment category and

ComApensaTion el $542,666.02 (10.3%) 2

payment year services other tha...

@ Consulting Fee $151,202.35 (2.9%) 56

Y LiSt Of payment records Food and Beverage $20,416.39 (0.4%) 288

for a particular payment @ Travel and Lodging $10,384.86 (0.2%) 51
category and payment For illustrative purposes only
year
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Summary Data: Facts About Open Payments

* The Facts about Opens Payments Data page displays summarized data. Users
can view summarized data for individual years or for all active years

» This information is available at: https://openpaymentsdata.cms.gov/summary

Facts about Open Payments data

Displaying data for

‘ 2024 ~ ‘

Total US Dollar Value
$13.14 Billion

Total Records Published

16.15 Million

© What are the different record types?

Records by Type

$ General Payments

Amount
$ 3.31 Billion

Records
15.39 Million

Disputed Amount
$1.20 Million

Disputed Records
662

& Research Payments

Amount
$ 8.49 Billion

Records
756,906

Disputed Amount
$1.96 Million

Disputed Records
174

| Ownership or Investment Interest

Amount
$1.34 Billion

Records
4,59

Disputed Amount

$0.00

Disputed Records
[v]
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https://openpaymentsdata.cms.gov/summary

Summary Data: Payments by State

* The Summary of Payments by State page displays general and research
payments received by physicians and non-physician practitioners in each state
at https://openpaymentsdata.cms.gov/summary-by-state.

* A payment is associated with a state based on the covered recipient’s most
recent practice address identified in CMS sources.

View Mean Amount
Mean Payment @
o— ]
Amount by 5:[1‘ %Iy S12k $17k S22k
Physician

Median Payment @
Amount by
Physician

O Total amount

Number of
payments

National
Summary

National Mean:
$4,195.92

National Median:
$161.90

Total Amount:
$2,463,688,979.28
Number of Payments:
8,912,790
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Downloadable Data Files

 Downloadable Data Files are available at:
https://openpaymentsdata.cms.gov/datasets, by clicking on the following
“Download” button for each individual dataset:

Dataset Explorer

Every year CMS publishes complete datasets that consolidate the information submitted
by reporting entities for active years of Open Payments data. You can download full

datasets or use the Open Payments Search tool to refine and filter views of the data. The
search tool only displays the most recent seven Program Years. Archived Program Years

are available on the Archived Datasets page.

+

Please read before downloading datasets

( Clear all filters )
Updated: January 27, 2026

Categories

2024 General Payment Data

I:' General Payments (7) All general (non-research, non-ownership related) payments from the 2024 program year [Jlanuary 1-
December 31, 2024] NOTE: This is a very large file and, depending on your network characteristics and

software, may... See more

I:' Ownership Payments (7)

& Download

|:| Research Payments (7)

00 DataTable © Overview B DataDictionary {3 API

|:| Summary (1) 23



https://openpaymentsdata.cms.gov/datasets

Downloadable Dataset Files

Each program year has downloadable (CSV) dataset files: General, Research,
and Ownership payment data

Dataset files provide payment information that can be imported into an
alternative program database or a spreadsheet for easier reading and interaction

The “Covered Recipient Profile Supplement File”, isa ZIP file that contains
information about physicians and non-physician practitioners who are
identified as recipients of payments, other transfers of value, or ownership and
investment interest in payment records

Please note: some datasets, particularly the general payments datasets, are
extremely large and may be difficult to download and/or cause computer
performance issues. CMS recommends using WinZip, WinRAR, or 7-Zip for file
decompression
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Downloadable Data Files:

“Change Type” Indicator

« Eachrecord in a CSV file includes a Change Type indicator. This indicator
explains the record’s status in relation to previous publications

* The possible values for the Change Type indicator are:

Change_Type Meaning of Value
Value

The payment record was submitted during the current program year
NEW submission period and is being published for the first time

The payment record was submitted during a previous submission
ADD period but was not eligible to be published in that period; it is being
published for the first time

Changes were made by the reporting entity to the payment record
CHANGED since the previous publication, which may include a change to a
record’s dispute status; the current publication includes these changes

No changes were made to the payment record since the last
UNCHANGED  publication
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Downloadable Data Files:

“Deleted and Removed Records File”

A Deleted and Removed Records file is available for each program year that
identifies records previously published by the Open Payments program that are not
in the current publication due to their deletion or removal

* The Downloadable Data File for Program Year 2025 does not include a Deleted
and Removed Records file as none of its records have been previously

published

The only identifying information included in the Deleted and Removed Records
file is Open Payments Record ID, Payment Type, and Payment Category for those
records

A program year’s Deleted and Removed Records file is included in that program
year’s publication data download ZIP file

* If any program year does not have deleted and removed records for the
current publication, then the Deleted and Removed Records file will not be
included in the program year’s publication data download ZIP file

Records in a Deleted and Removed Records file also contain a “Change_Type” field
with one of two possible values:

Change_Type Value Meaning of Value

The reporting entity deleted the previously published
DELETED record

The previously published record is ineligible for
REMOVED publication 26



Open Payments Data Explorer Tool

Data Explorer Tool - Allows the user to explore and filter full data sets by
program year and payment category in tabular format by following the steps below:

 Step 1: Click on the “Data Table” button below under the desired
payment category and payment year dataset:

Dataset Explorer

Every year CMS publishes complete datasets that consolidate the information submitted
by reporting entities for active years of Open Payments data. You can download full

datasets or use the Open Payments Search tool to refine and filter views of the data. The
search tool only displays the most recent seven Program Years. Archived Program Years

are available on the Archived Datasets page.

+

Please read before downloading datasets

( Clear all filters )
Updated: January 27, 2026

Categories

2024 General Payment Data

D General Payments (7) All general (non-research, non-ownership related) payments from the 2024 program year [January 1-
December 31, 2024] NOTE: This is a very large file and, depending on your network characteristics and

software, may... See more
|:| Ownership Payments (7)

|:| Research Payments (7)

M DataTable | © Overview & DataDictionary {2} APl

|:| Summary (1)
27




Open Payments Data Explorer Tool (cont’d.)

 Step 2: Click on Filter Dataset. Apply filters to refine and filter views of the

dataset selected

2024 General Payment Data

All general (non-research, non-ownership related) payments from the 2024 program year
[January 1-December 31, 2024]

NOTE: This is a very large file and, depending on your network characteristics and
software, may take a long time to download or fail to download. Additionally, the number
of rows in the file may be larger than the maximum rows your version of Microsoft Excel
supports. If you can't download the file, we recommend engaging your IT support staff. If
you are able to download the file but are unable to open it in MS Excel or get a message
that the data has been truncated, we recommend trying alternative programs such as MS
Access, Universal Viewer, Editpad or any other software your organization has available
for large datasets.

(M Data Table © overview E Dpata Dictionary 3 API

Displaying 1- 50 of 15,385,047 rows ¥ Filter Dataset

I €@ Click on the "Data Dictionary” tab above for full column definitions

Manage Columns

Updated January 27, 2026

3 Display Settings ~ {3 Full Screen

Filter Dataset

Add filters to only display data that meets your criteria. Filtered results can be downloaded.

X

)

Column Name Condition Value
‘ Change_Type ~ ‘ 15 ~ ‘ ‘ Enter value ‘
( + Add filter

Reset Apply filters
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Open Payments Data Explorer Tool (cont’d.)

« Step 3: Download filtered data (CSV) by clicking on Share:

M Data Table % Overview E Data Dictionary {} API

Displaying 1- 50 of 4,591 rows ¥ Filter Dataset m Manage Columns = Display Settings ~ 73 Full Screen

I ﬂ Click on the "Data Dictionary” tab above for full column definitions | I

(@ Copy link to filtered data

Activate the column resize button and use the right and left arrow keys to resize a column or use your mouse to drag/resize.
Press escape to cancel the resizing.

. Download filtered data (C5SV)

Chang... % Physici... * Physici... % Physici... % Physici... * Physici... * Physici... * Recipie... %
UNCHAMNGED 226354 1982864799 Aaron Parry 75 Springview L...
UNCHAMNGED 293335 1477736288 Aaron Elkin 1309 M Federal ...
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Available Resources

Review available resources on the CMS Open Payments website Resources page at
https://www.cms.gov/openpayments/resources

*  Open Payments Data Dictionary and Methodology Document:
https://www.cms.gov/files/document/open-payments-methodology-data-dictionary-
document-january-2026.pdf

*  Open Payments FAQs: https://www.cms.gov/OpenPayments/Downloads/open-payments-
general-fag.pdf

*  Open Payments User Guide For Reporting Entities, PDF page link:
https://www.cms.gov/files/document/open-payments-user-guide-reporting-entities.pdf

*  Open Payments User Guide For Covered Recipients, PDF page link:
https://www.cms.gov/files/document/open-payments-user-guide-covered-recipients.pdf

»  Foradditional questions, contact the Open Payments Help Desk at:

* openpayments@cms.hhs.gov
* 1-855-326-8366 or for TTY line call 1-844-649-2766
*  Forpress inquiries, contact the CMS Office of Communications at:

+ press@cms.hhs.gov 31
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Disclaimer: The contents of this document do not have the force and effect of law

and are not meant to bind the public in any way, unless specifically incorporated
into a contract. This document is intended only to provide clarity to the public
regarding existing requirements under the law.

Activities/persons addressed by this document: Guidance to provide an overview
of the Open Payments data publication process and guidelines.

Date of document issuance: June 30, 2026
Replacement/Revision Status: Revision to previous version
Agency Identifier: OHEI TDG 4951

Summary of Document: An overview of the Open Payments Data Publication
process.

Citation to statutory provision/regulation applicable to this document:
« Statute citation: Social Security Act SEC. 1128G. [42 U.S.C. 1320a-7h]

* Rule citation: 42 C.F.R. §403.900-14
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