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Memorandum Summary

The Tests Subject to CLIA Edits downloadable file: Is updated on a yearly basis and information|
in the column labeled LABORATORY CERTIFICATION (LC) CODE is for informational
purposes only.

The Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) Internet site has several pages dedicated to
CLIA content. The CMS CLIA page called “Categorization of Tests”
[http://www.cms.gov/Regulations-and- Guidance/Legislation/CLIA/Categorization_of Tests.html]
contains several downloadable files that include Healthcare Common Procedure Coding System
(HCPCS) codes.

The downloadable file called “Tests Subject to CLIA Edits” is updated on a yearly basis. This
corresponds to the annual update for the CMS HCPCS file. The information contained in the
column entitled “LABORATORY CERTIFICATION (LC) CODE” is for informational
purposes only and is related to a specific CLIA specialty or subspecialty. The LC code
information is not used by Medicare to process a claim or as the reason for rejecting a claim.

Contact:
For questions or concerns relating to this memorandum, please contact
LabExcellence@cms.hhs.gov.

Effective Date:
Immediately. Please communicate to all appropriate staff within 30 days.

/s/
David R. Wright
Director, Quality, Safety & Oversight Group
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Resources to Improve Quality of Care:
Check out CMS’s new Quality in Focus interactive video series. The series of 10—15 minute videos
are tailored to provider types and aim to reduce the deficiencies most commonly cited during the
CMS survey process, like infection control and accident prevention. Reducing these common
deficiencies increases the quality of care for people with Medicare and Medicaid.
Learn to:

o Understand surveyor evaluation criteria

® Recognize deficiencies

e Incorporate solutions into your facility’s standards of care
See the Quality, Safety, & Education Portal Training Catalog, and select Quality in Focus

Receive email notification for memos:

Get guidance memos issued by the Quality, Safety and Oversight Group by going to CMS.gov page
and entering your email to sign up. Check the box next to “CCSQ Policy, Administrative, and Safety
Special Alert Memorandums” to be notified when we release a memo.
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