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All releases below are from 2pm Thursday, May 27 through 2pm Thursday, June 3, 2021. 

News Releases 

*May 27- Statement on the Swearing-In of Chiquita Brooks-LaSure as Administrator of the 
Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services. Today, following a bipartisan confirmation by the 
U.S. Senate, U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) Secretary Xavier Becerra 
formally swore in Chiquita Brooks-LaSure as Administrator of the Centers for Medicare and 
Medicaid Services (CMS). 

*May 28- Statement by HHS Secretary Xavier Becerra on the President’s Fiscal Year 2022 
Budget. "HHS is at the center of many challenges facing our country today— the COVID-19 
pandemic, mental and other behavioral health challenges, the opioid addiction crisis, racial 
inequality and more. The President's FY 2022 budget invests in building a healthier America by 
giving us the resources we need to protect and invest in the wellbeing of families nationwide 
today and the years to come. With these new investments, we are on better footing to take on 
the next public health crisis, partner with states and support families right now who have 
struggled as a result of the pandemic.” 

*June 1- HHS Launches First Venture Capital Partnership to Develop Transformative 
Technologies to Combat Future Pandemics, Other Health Emergencies. The U.S. Department of 
Health and Human Services (HHS) today unveiled a new type of public-private partnership that 
enables investments using venture capital practices. Through the BARDA Ventures program, the 
Biomedical Advanced Research and Development Authority (BARDA), part of the HHS Office of 
the Assistant Secretary for Preparedness and Response, is launching a partnership with the 
nonprofit organization Global Health Investment Corporation (GHIC) to accelerate development 
and commercialization of technologies and medical products needed to respond to or prevent 
public health emergencies, such as pandemics, and other health security threats. 

*June 2- OCR Settles Nineteenth Investigation in HIPAA Right of Access Initiative. The Office for 
Civil Rights (OCR) at the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services announces its 
nineteenth settlement of an enforcement action in its HIPAA Right of Access Initiative.  OCR 
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announced this initiative to support individuals' right to timely access their health records at a 
reasonable cost under the HIPAA Privacy Rule. 

*June 2- Biden-Harris Administration Launches Relief Program to Improve Access to Affordable 
Water Services. Today, the Department of Health and Human Services (HHS), through the 
Administration for Children and Families (ACF), announced the official launch of the Low-
Income Household Water Assistance Program (LIHWAP). This first-of-its-kind water assistance 
program will expand access to more affordable water and help low-income households affected 
by the COVID-19 pandemic pay their water and wastewater bills, avoid shutoffs, and support 
household water system reconnections related to non-payment.  

 

Blog 

*June 1- Find care providers near you. Medicare.gov makes it easy to find and compare nearby 
health care providers, like hospitals, home health agencies, doctors, nursing homes and other 
health care services that accept Medicare. 

*June 3- Your health insurance options after college. Congratulations, recent graduates! Here 
are 3 health insurance options to help protect you from unexpected medical costs if you get 
hurt or sick. 

 

 

 

CMS has developed a Virtual Toolkit to help you stay informed on CMS and HHS materials 
available on the COVID-19. Please share these materials, bookmark the page, and check back 
often for the most up-to-date information. For more information, please email 
partnership@cms.hhs.gov 
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