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SUBJECT: Practices for PACE Organizations to Use Nurse Practitioners in the PACE
Program

Some PACE organizations, particularly the rural PACE grantees, are finding it increasingly
difficult to recruit qualified physicians serving a frail geriatric population. As a result, many
have submitted requests to CMS for waivers that would permit Nurse Practitioners (NP) to
conduct services that, as set forth in the PACE regulations, are currently assigned to the primary
care physician. We have developed the attached draft guidance for organizations submitting
such waivers.

We are soliciting feedback and comments on the attached draft policy from PACE stakeholders.
Please submit comments by May 26, 2010 to the PACE dedicated mailbox at
PACE_NP_Comments@cms.hhs.gov.
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