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Overview of Changes to the Resident Mood Interview

D0150. Resident Mood Interview (PHQ-2 to 9©).
• Logic added to determine if the entire Resident Mood Interview should be 

completed. 
• Guidance added regarding nonsensical responses. 
• Symptom Frequency coding instructions enhanced to promote clarity. 

D0160. Total Severity Score. 
• Defined how the score can be determined based on PHQ - 2© coding.  
• Added guidance regarding the interpretation of the Total Severity Score.  
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D0150. Resident Mood 
Interview (PHQ-2 to 9©) and 
D0160. Total Severity Score
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Resident Mood Interview (PHQ-2 to 9©)
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D0150: Coding Instructions – Column 1. Symptom 
Presence

5

Code 0, No and

Enter a 0 in Column 2. 
Symptom Frequency

Code 1, Yes and

Enter a 0, 1, 2, or 3 in Column 
2. Symptom Frequency

If the resident was unable or chose not 
to complete the assessment or 

responded nonsensically.

Leave Column 2. Symptom Frequency 
blank

If the resident indicates symptoms listed are…

Not Present Present

Code 9, No response and

5

Enter a Dash in Column 1 if the symptom presence was not assessed and 
leave Column 2. Symptom Frequency blank.
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D0150: Coding Instructions – Column 2. Symptom 
Frequency

Never or only on 1 day

Code 0 
Never or 1 day 

2-6 days

Code 1 
2  -  6 days

(several days)

7-11 days

Code 2  
7  -  11 days

(half or more of the days)

12-14 days

Code 3 
12  -  14 days

(nearly every day)

If the resident indicates that during the past 2 weeks, they have been bothered by the symptom
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D0160. Total Severity Score

The score does not diagnose a mood disorder or depression but 
provides a standard score which can be communicated to the 
resident’s physician, other clinicians and mental health specialists for 
appropriate follow up.  
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PHQ-2 to 9 and the Total Severity Score

Whether or not further evaluation of a resident’s mood is needed depends on 
the resident’s responses to the first two questions (D0150A and D0150B) of the 
Resident Mood Interview.  
• If both D0150A1 and D0150B1 are coded 9, OR both D0150A2 and 

D0150B2 are coded 0 or 1, end the PHQ interview; otherwise continue. 
• For all other scenarios, proceed to ask the remaining seven questions 

(D0150C to D0150I of the PHQ-9©) and complete D0160, Total Severity 
Score.
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Resident Mood Interview:  
Mr. Mason Vignette
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D0150 Vignette: Practice Coding Overview 

We will view a vignette depicting the Resident Mood Interview for a resident, Mr. 
Mason. After the vignette, you will practice coding D0150A and D0150B and then 
determine if you would continue the Resident Mood Interview. 

View Vignette 
of “Mr. Mason”

Practice Coding 
for D0150A, D0150B

Determine whether to 
continue the Resident 

Mood Interview
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D0150A and D0150B: Mr. Mason Vignette

https://vimeo.com/791213839/3f9ec03f2f
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Q

12

How would you code D0150A1. Symptom Presence 
for Mr. Mason?

1
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Q

13

How would you code D0150A1. Symptom Presence 
for Mr. Mason?

1

1
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Q

14

How would you code D0150A2. Symptom Frequency 
for Mr. Mason?

2

1
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Q

15

How would you code D0150A2. Symptom Frequency 
for Mr. Mason?

2

1 1
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D0150A: Mr. Mason Coding Vignette – Rationale

D0150A. Little interest or pleasure in doing things.  
1. Symptom Presence. 

− Mr. Mason explained that he no longer enjoys eating like he used to; 
therefore, the correct coding is 1, Yes. 

2. Symptom Frequency.  
− Mr. Mason identified that he has only been bothered by his symptoms 

since his recent surgery, which was 3 days ago, so the correct coding is 1, 
2–6 days (several days).
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Q

17

How would you code D0150B1. Symptom Presence  
for Mr. Mason? 

3

1 1
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Q

18

How would you code D0150B1. Symptom Presence  
for Mr. Mason?

3

1 1

1
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Q

19

How would you code D0150B2. Symptom Frequency 
for Mr. Mason?

4

1 1

1
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Q

20

How would you code D0150B2. Symptom Frequency 
for Mr. Mason?

4

1 1

11
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D0150B: Mr. Mason Coding Vignette – Rationale

D0150B. Feeling down, depressed, or hopeless. 
1. Symptom Presence. 

− Mr. Mason explained that he was bothered by feelings of hopelessness; 
therefore, the correct coding is 1, Yes. 

2. Symptom Frequency.  
− Since Mr. Mason identified that he has only been bothered by his 

symptoms since his recent surgery, which was 3 days ago, Symptom 
Frequency would be coded 1, 2–6 days (several days).
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Q

22

Based on Mr. Mason’s responses, would you continue the 
Resident Mood Interview? 

5

1 1
1 1

A. Yes, as Mr. Mason really  
seemed depressed. 

B. No, because Mr. Mason  
said “not really” in  
response to D0150B. 

C. No, because Mr. Mason  
scored a 1 on both  
D0150A2 and D0150B2. 

D. Yes, because Mr. Mason scored a 1 on both D0150A2 and D0150B2. 
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Q

23

Based on Mr. Mason’s responses, would you continue the 
Resident Mood Interview? 

A. Yes, as Mr. Mason really  
seemed depressed. 

B. No, because Mr. Mason  
said “not really” in  
response to D0150B. 

C. No, because Mr. Mason  
scored a 1 on both  
D0150A2 and D0150B2. 

D. Yes, because Mr. Mason scored a 1 on both D0150A2 and D0150B2. 

5

1 1
1 1
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1

1

D0150A2 and D0150B2: Mr. Mason – Determination 
to Proceed 

Since D0150A2 is
1

And D0150B2 is
1

We will end the PHQ 
interview.

1

1
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Q

25

How would you code D0160. Total Severity Score for Mr. 
Mason? 

6

1 1

1 1
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Q

26

How would you code D0160. Total Severity Score for Mr. 
Mason? 

A. Enter 01, as that is the coding for both D0150A2 and D0150B2. 

B. Enter 02, as that is the total of D0150A2 and D0150B2. 

C. Enter 04, as that is the total of the Symptom Presence and Symptom 
Frequency scores. 

D. Enter a dash ( - ), as the entire PHQ - 2 to 9 was not completed. 

6

0 2
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D0160: Mr. Mason Coding Vignette – Rationale

Because the correct codes for 
D0150A2 and D0150B2 were both 1
for Mr. Mason, you would end the 
PHQ-2© and enter the total score of 
02 in D0160.
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Resident Mood Interview:  
Mr. K
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D0150A: Mr. K Coding Scenario 

The nurse is assessing a resident, Mr. K, and asks him, 

Mr. K responds, 

The nurse checks to be sure that Mr. K can hear them and then 
proceeds to ask the question again. Mr. K shakes his head and 
says again, 

“Over the last 2 weeks, have you been bothered by any of the 
following problems: little interest or pleasure in doing things?” 

 “My favorite is vanilla.”

“Maggie brings me lots of ice cream, but my favorite is vanilla.”

29
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Q

30

How would you code D0150A1. Symptom Presence 
for Mr. K?

7



Section D  | MDS 3.0 RAI v1.18.11 31

Q

31

9

How would you code D0150A1. Symptom Presence 
for Mr. K?

7
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Q

32

How would you code D0150A2. Symptom Frequency 
for Mr. K?

8

9
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Q

33

9

How would you code D0150A2. Symptom Frequency 
for Mr. K?

8

Leave 
Blank
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D0150A: Mr. K Coding Scenario – Rationale

D0150A. Little interest or pleasure in doing things.  
1. Symptom Presence. 

− Mr. K responded by talking about ice cream even after the nurse confirmed 
that he could hear them. This would be considered a nonsensical response 
and would be coded a 9, No Response.  

2. Symptom Frequency.  
− Because the Symptom Presence was coded as a 9, No Response, the 

coding instructions state that Symptom Frequency would be left blank. 
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D0150B: Mr. K Coding Scenario 

Mr. K looks away and does not respond.

The nurse checks again to be sure that Mr. K can  
hear them and proceeds to ask the question again. 

Mr. K remains silent and does not respond. 

“Over the last 2 weeks, have you been bothered by any 
of the following problems: feeling down, depressed, or 
hopeless?” 

The nurse continues the Resident Mood Interview of Mr. K, asking him: 
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Q

36

9

How would you code D0150B1. Symptom Presence  
for Mr. K? 

9
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Q

37

How would you code D0150B1. Symptom Presence  
for Mr. K? 

9

9

9
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Q

38

How would you code D0150B2. Symptom Frequency 
for Mr. K? 

10

9

9
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Q

39

How would you code D0150B2. Symptom Frequency 
for Mr. K? 

10

9

9

Leave 
Blank
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D0150B: Mr. K Coding Scenario – Rationale

D0150B. Feeling down, depressed, or hopeless. 
1. Symptom Presence. 

− Mr. K did not respond to the question; therefore, this would be coded as 9, 
No Response.  

2. Symptom Frequency.  
− Since Symptom Presence was coded as a 9, No Response, the coding 

instructions state that Symptom Frequency would be left blank. 
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Q Based on Mr. K’s responses, would you continue the 
Resident Mood Interview? 

A. Yes, as Mr. K did not  
answer the first two  
questions. 

B. No, because both  
D0150A1 and D0150B1  
were coded with a 9. 

C. Yes, because both  
D0150A1 and D0150B1  
were coded with a 9. 

D. No, because Mr. K’s responses were both nonsensical. 

11

9
9
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Q

A. Yes, as Mr. K did not  
answer the first two  
questions. 

B. No, because both  
D0150A1 and D0150B1  
were coded with a 9. 

C. Yes, because both  
D0150A1 and D0150B1  
were coded with a 9. 

D. No, because Mr. K’s responses were both nonsensical. 

Based on Mr. K’s responses, would you continue the 
Resident Mood Interview? 

11

9
9
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D0150A1 and D0150B1: Mr. K – Determination to 
Proceed 

Since D0150A1 is
9

And D0150B1 is
9

We will end the PHQ 
interview.

9

9
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Q

44

How would you code D0160. Total Severity Score for Mr. 
K? 

A. Enter 00, as that is the total of  
D0150A2 and D0150B2. 

B. Enter 99, as the codes for both 
D0150A1 and D0150B1 were 9.  

C. Leave blank, as D0150A1 and  
D0150B1 were both coded 9. 

D. Enter a dash ( - ), as the PHQ - 2 
to 9© was not completed. 

12

9
9
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Q

45

How would you code D0160. Total Severity Score for Mr. 
K? 

A. Enter 00, as that is the total of  
D0150A2 and D0150B2. 

B. Enter 99, as the codes for both 
D0150A1 and D0150B1 were 9.  

C. Leave blank, as D0150A1 and  
D0150B1 were both coded 9. 

D. Enter a dash ( - ), as the PHQ - 2 
to 9© was not completed. 

12

9
9

Leave 
Blank
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D0160: Mr. K Coding Scenario – Rationale

Since the coding for D0150A1 and 
D0150B1 were both 9 for Mr. K, you 
would end the PHQ-2© and leave 
D0160. Total Severity Score blank.
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Resident Mood Interview:  
Mrs. M
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D0150A: Mrs. M Coding Scenario  

Mrs. M has been newly admitted to your 
facility. She is asked, 

“Over the last 2 weeks, have you been bothered 
by the following problems: little interest or 
pleasure in doing things?”

“I have been in the hospital for over a week, and I feel that I am not 
getting any better. I am bothered that I have had no interest in 
reading or doing the things I enjoy.”

She states,
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D0150A: Mrs. M Coding Scenario (cont.)

“Over the last 2 weeks, how often would 
you say you have been bothered by this: 
never or 1 day, 2 – 6 days, 7 – 11 days, or 
12 – 14 days?” 

“7–11 days.”

Mrs. M responds,

The nurse shows the cue card and then 
asks,
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Q

50

How would you code D0150A1. Symptom Presence 
for Mrs. M?

13
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Q

51

How would you code D0150A1. Symptom Presence 
for Mrs. M?

13

1
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Q

52

How would you code D0150A2. Symptom Frequency 
for Mrs. M?

14

1
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Q

53

How would you code D0150A2. Symptom Frequency 
for Mrs. M?

14

1 2
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D0150A: Mrs. M Coding Scenario – Rationale

D0150A. Little interest or pleasure in doing things.  
1. Symptom Presence. 

− Mrs. M explained that she was bothered by not wanting to read or do the 
things that she enjoys; therefore, the correct coding for Symptom 
Presence is 1, Yes.  

2. Symptom Frequency.  
− Mrs. M responded that she has been bothered by having these feelings 

for 7 – 11 days over the last 2 weeks; therefore, the correct coding for 
Symptom Frequency is 2. 
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D0150B: Mrs. M Coding Scenario

The nurse further questions Mrs. M,

“Over the last 2 weeks, how often have you been 
bothered by any of the following problems: feeling 
down, depressed, or hopeless?”

“Well, yes, I have been bothered by feeling a little 
down and hopeless, but I’m not depressed.”

Mrs. M responds,
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D0150B: Mrs. M Coding Scenario (cont.)

“Over the last 2 weeks, how often would 
you say you have been bothered by 
this?”

Mrs. M responds,

“12–14 days; almost every day.”

Then the nurse asks,
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Q

57

How would you code D0150B1. Symptom Presence  
for Mrs. M? 

15

1 2
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Q

58

How would you code D0150B1. Symptom Presence  
for Mrs. M?

15

1 2

1
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Q

59

How would you code D0150B2. Symptom Frequency 
for Mrs. M? 

16

1 2

1
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Q

60

How would you code D0150B2. Symptom Frequency 
for Mrs. M? 

16

1 2

31
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D0150B: Mrs. M Coding Scenario – Rationale

D0150B. Feeling down, depressed, or hopeless. 
1. Symptom Presence. 

− Since Mrs. M responded that she has been bothered by feeling a little 
down and hopeless, the correct code for Symptom Presence is 1, Yes. 

2. Symptom Frequency.  
− Mrs. M responded that she has been bothered by having these feelings 

for about 12 – 14 days over the last 2 weeks; therefore, the correct code for 
Symptom Frequency is 3. 
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Q Based on Mrs. M’s responses, would you continue the 
Resident Mood Interview? 

A. Yes, as the resident said she  
was bothered by feeling down  
and hopeless. 

B. No, because the resident said  
she was not depressed. 

C. No, because D0150A1 and  
D0150B1 were both coded as 1.  

D. Yes, because both D0150A1 and D0150B1 were not coded 9 and both 
D0150A2 and D0150B2 were not coded with a 0 or 1. 

17

1
1 3

2
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Q Based on Mrs. M’s responses, would you continue the 
Resident Mood Interview? 

A. Yes, as the resident said she  
was bothered by feeling down  
and hopeless. 

B. No, because the resident said  
she was not depressed. 

C. No, because D0150A1 and  
D0150B1 were both coded as 1. 

D. Yes, because both D0150A1 and D0150B1 were not coded 9 and both 
D0150A2 and D0150B2 were not coded with a 0 or 1. 

17

1
1 3

2
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D0150A2 and D0150B2: Mrs. M – Determination to 
Proceed 

1

1

Since D0150A2 is
2

And D0150B2 is
3

We will ask the remaining 
seven questions.

2

3
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Key Insights

D0150. Resident Mood Interview (PHQ-2 to 9©) is a standardized 
assessment for depression and mood disorders. 

• Understanding residents’ responses that inform the coding of the 
first two items is key to determining how the Resident Mood 
Interview is coded. This is a new step in the assessment for SNF 
providers. 

D0160. Total Severity Score can be calculated based on the 
Symptom Frequency responses of the PHQ - 2 to 9. 

• In certain cases, the coding of just the first two items is used to 
calculate the Total Severity Score.
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