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CMS Meeting Request Form 
Please provide all information below for requests to meet with The Office of Hospital and Ambulatory Policy Group (HAPG), and all of its divisions:   Acute Care (DAC), Outpatient Care (DOC) Practitioner Services (DPS) and Ambulatory Services (DAS) at CMS.
Meeting requests are processed on a weekly basis; kindly provide the requested information within 48 hours of receiving this form or the processing of your request may be delayed.
Required Documents for Scheduling:
-Draft Agenda

-Meeting request form
Send completed forms back to the person that sent you the form.
	Requested Information:
	Pleased Provide Answers in this Column:

	Brief description of  the person and/or organization(s) making the request: 

(Please include mailing and website addresses.)
	LifeNet Health

LifeNet Health has been a trusted source of transplant and surgical solutions for nearly 40 years. They have provided more than seven million allograft implants to help restore patients’ wellbeing and, in many cases, save lives
1864 Concert Drive

Virginia Beach, Virginia 23453

https://www.lifenethealth.org/


	Please provide a list of specific items you would like to discuss and include any pertinent meeting materials/background:

(Note: due to the high volume of meeting requests, meetings are scheduled for 30 minutes)
	As you might recall, LifeNet Health submitted to CMS a nomination (attached) for the potentially misvalued services list prior to publication of the CY 2021 MPFS proposed rule. The request in the letter was specifically related to  CPT code 22551 (Arthrodesis, anterior interbody, including disc space preparation, discectomy, osteophytectomy and decompression of spinal cord and/or nerve roots; cervical below C2).

LifeNet Health is very appreciative of your acknowledgement of the issue in both the CY 2021 MPFS proposed and final rules, including your reiteration of the organization’s concern: “The stakeholder believes that CMS has an interest in reviewing associated anterior cervical discectomy and fusion (ACDF) procedures as well, and suggests that CPT code 22551 ‘and common related services’ can result in cumulative RVUs that do not sufficiently reflect physician work, time, or outcomes.” In response, the CY 2022 MPFS final rule stated, “We generally only examine the potential misvaluation of a single code, and not a possible mix of multiple codes/services that might be furnished and billed together. Since CPT code 22551 was not nominated as being potentially misvalued for any of the reasons that we have described above in our criteria of being potentially misvalued, we are finalizing our proposal that this code will not be considered as potentially misvalued for CY 2022.”

While LifeNet Health was hopeful that the issue might be able to be addressed via the Potentially Misvalued Services mechanism, LifeNet Health understands CMS’ rationale for not adding it to the list of services given that your potentially misvalued services policy is not intended to address combinations of codes.  However, LifeNet Health continues to be concerned that the variance in the total RVUs assigned to these procedures do not reflect a variance in work, resources, or intensity, and as such, we were hoping we could schedule a meeting/call to discuss this in more detail.  

By way of additional background, LifeNet Health wanted to make sure that you were aware that, prior to the submission of the original nomination letter, a meeting was held with the team at CMMI regarding the Spine Fusion episodes inside of BPCI Advanced to highlight the concern, in order that it might inform the evaluation of those episodes.

	Please list the names and titles of all attendees you plan to include in the meeting:
	Bud Brame

Vice President of Strategic Product Planning & Reimbursement Services

LifeNet Health

Patrick Gazzalo
Product Manager

LifeNet Health

Khoi Than, MD
Associate Professor of Neurosurgery and Orthopaedic Surgery

Duke University

Bob Jasak

VP, Coverage & Payment Policy

Hart Health Strategies, Inc.

Judith Gorsuch

VP and Counsel

Hart Health Strategies, Inc.



	Due to the high scheduling demands placed on CMS senior leadership, we may suggest alternate appropriate staff for the meeting.

Please indicate if group met with other CMS staff on the same subject matter.
	We have not. As mentioned above, the issue was highlighted to CMMI BPCI Advanced staff, but that was not to directly address the issue.

	If you have a specific timeframe for the meeting, please list them here; we will do our best to accommodate
	We are happy to accommodate Gift’s suggestion for “mid January.”

	Who will the contact person be for meeting logistics/materials/agendas?
(Please include name, title, phone number, email, mailing addresses)

Note: Meeting materials must be received no later than noon of the day prior to any scheduled meeting date; delays may result in rescheduling of the meeting


	Bob Jasak
VP, Coverage & Payment Policy

Hart Health Strategies, Inc.

202-251-1772

bjasak@hhs.com



CMS has offices in Baltimore, MD and Washington, DC; please allow an additional 15 min. in advance of the scheduled meeting time for security procedures at location noted below.

Baltimore:

7500 Security Boulevard

Baltimore, MD 21244

http://www.cms.gov/CMSHeadquarters/05_Driving%20Directions.asp#TopOfPage 

The Real ID Act:
Beginning in October of 2015, photo IDs (such as a driver’s license) issued by a state or territory

not in compliance with the Real ID Act will not be accepted as identification to enter Federal buildings. As of February 5, 2018, the following states/territories are not compliant with the Real ID Act: American Samoa. This means CMS visitors from these states/territories will have to be escorted at all times while in CMS buildings. For up to date Real ID ACT States and Territories

please reference https://www.dhs.gov/real-id
Please indicate if this is an in-person or conference call (please circle one): 


CONFERENCE/VIDEO CALL
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