ESRD Functional Status Quality Measures Technical Expert Panel (TEP)

TEP Project Overview: Development of ESRD Functional Status Quality Measures

The Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) has contracted with the University of
Michigan Kidney Epidemiology and Cost Center (UM-KECC) to develop functional status quality
measures. The purpose of the project is to develop measures that can be used to provide
quality care to Medicare beneficiaries on dialysis.

Project Objectives Include:

To obtain expert knowledge and perspective regarding function assessment in other
acute and post-acute care settings for which functional status assessment has been
defined.

To obtain expert opinion on the appropriateness of currently available functional status
assessment tools for use in the chronic dialysis setting and the need for revision or
additional development of these tools prior to implementation in the dialysis care
setting.

To consider opportunities to harmonize dialysis functional status tools and data
elements with similar tools and data elements previously developed for other care
settings.

If appropriate, develop specifications for draft functional status quality measure(s),
including recommendations for data collection requirements, which will be used to
facilitate the collection of the necessary elements for the development of a future
outcome driven functional status measure. To identify any risk adjustment variables and
the approach for risk-mix adjustment.

To review evidence supporting the measures’ scientific acceptability and importance in
the community.



